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Capacity to surge 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31, (RTRS): Kuwait Petroleum Corporation expects 
to spend over $500 billion as it boosts its crude oil production capacity to 
4.75 million barrels per day in 2040, the national oil firm said on Wednes¬ 
day, outlining ambitious growth plans for the next two decades. 

“KPC is expected to spend $114 billion in capex over the next five years and an additional $394 
billion beyond that to 2040,” Chief Executive Nizar Al-Adsani told an oil industry conference. 

Kuwait’s current oil production capacity is around 3.15 million bpd. It revealed the plan to lift 


capacity to 4.75 million bpd early last year. 

The figure would exceed the current output of Iraq and Iran, OPEC’s second and third biggest oil 
nations, whose production was 4.4 million and 3.8 million bpd respectively in December. 

Iraq and Iran plan to raise output steeply in the coming years to compete with OPEC leader Saudi 
Arabia, which produces around 10 million bpd and has capacity of over 12 million bpd. 

However, Iraq and Iran are running far behind their targets to expand output because of infrastruc¬ 
ture constraints, red tape and in the case of Iran, the threat of Western sanctions. 

The move by Kuwait to expand capacity signals a willingness among OPEC producers to fight for 

market share in the long term 
as global oil demand rises and 
as the organisation faces com¬ 
petition from Russia and two 

Continued on Page 8 


Mattis praises US-Qatar defence ties 


WASHINGTON, Jan 31, (Agen¬ 
cies): Secretary of Defense James 
Mattis praised the US defense 
partnership with Qatar, calling it 
“a longtime friend in the region,” 
during bilateral talks on Tuesday 
with senior Qatari officials. 

Mattis praised his counterpart, 
Qatari Defense Minister Khaled 
Al-Atiyah, and the senior mem¬ 
bers of the delegation for Qatar’s 
“strong” military partnership at 
the inaugural US-Qatar Strategic 
Dialogue meeting hosted by Sec¬ 
retary of State Rex Tillerson. 

“Even in the midst of its own 
current challenges, Qatar and 
the US maintain excellent mili- 
tary-to-military relations, host¬ 
ing Al-Udeid Air Base, home to 
our Combined Air Operations 
Center, the US Air Force Central 
Command Forward Headquar¬ 
ters, and US Central Command’s 
Forward Headquarters, provid¬ 
ing critical counterterrorism sup¬ 
port to the Defeat the Islamic 
State, Defeat DAESH coalition 
and President Trump’s South 
Asia strategy,” Mattis said. 

Mattis expressed gratitude to 
Qatar’s “longstanding support 
of America’s present and con¬ 
tinuing commitment to regional 
security,” highlighting that Qa¬ 
tar Air Force completed its first 
two C-17 round trip flights from 
Afghanistan last week to support 
NATOs counter terrorism cam¬ 
paign. 

The Secretary of Defense 
urged for a solution to the ongo¬ 
ing Gulf dispute, saying “It is 
critical that the GCC recovers 
its cohesion as the proud Gulf 
nations return to mutual support 
through a peaceful resolution 
that provides for enhanced re¬ 
gional stability and prosperity,” 
he noted. 

“A united Gulf Cooperation 
Council bolsters our effective¬ 
ness on many fronts, particularly 
on counterterrorism, defeating 
ISIS DAESH, and countering 
the spread of Iran’s malign influ¬ 
ence,” said Mattis. 

During the meeting, Defense 
Minister Al-Atiyah affirmed the 
“special relations” between the 
two nations as demonstrated by 
military-to-military partnership, 
highlighting Qatar’s recent pur¬ 
chase of F-15 fighter jets from 
the US. 

“The recent purchase of the F- 
15s fighter jets signals a new era 
of cooperation,” Al-Atiyah said. 
“This strategic bird will assure 
our readiness to protect our own 
border and aid our allies further in 
our collective fight toward peace 
and stability.” He also announced 
a cooperative military initiative 
“to ensure the safety of the forces 
serving in Al-Udeid and facilitate 
future capacity building by al¬ 
leviating the classification of al- 
Udeid to permanent US military 
base.” The initiative will include 
the exchange of military person¬ 
nel and the expansion of al Udeid 

Continued on Page 4 


USS/KD 0.29955/65 


Euro/KD 0.3722 


Yen/KD 0.0027 


British £/KD 0.4252 


KSE +23.78 pts at closing Jan 31 
See Page 29 

Dow +152.17 pts at 21:40 Jan 31 
See Page 30 

Nasdaq +25.44 pts at 21:40 Jan 31 


TFTSE ■54.43 pts at closing Jan 31 


▼ Nikkei ■193.68 pts at closing Jan 31 
A Gold $1,345.05 per oz (London) 


NYMEKcrude $64.59 per barrel 




Amiri Diwan photo 

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah during a luncheon banquet held in his honor at Azayez Farm in Abdali. 


Amir attends luncheon banquet at Azayez Farm 


His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah attended 
a luncheon banquet held at Sheikh Ali Al-Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah’s Azayez 
Farm at Abdali area. The banquet was attended by His Highness Crown 
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikh Jaber Al-Abdullah 
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Sheikh Faisal Al-Soud Al-Mohammad, Sheikh Nasser Al- 


Mohammad Al-Ahman, Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. 

First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah 
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali Jarrah Al- 
Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid 
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and other Al-Sabah family members. (KUNA) 


MPs renew confidence in Hind Al-Sabeeh 


By Abubakar A. Ibrahim 

Arab Times Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: The 
National Assembly, in its spe¬ 
cial session on Wednesday, re¬ 
newed confidence in the Minis¬ 
ter of Social Affairs and Labor 
and State Minister for Econom¬ 
ic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh. 

A total of 29 members reject¬ 
ed the no-conbdence motion 
presented against the minister, 
13 voted in favor while three 
abstained. 

Speaking to reporters after 
the session, Al-Sabeeh vowed 
to work on the path of reform 
and correct all mistakes and im¬ 
balances in government bodies 
under her supervision. 

She promised to enforce the 
law properly, prevent corrup¬ 
tion and provide the best ser¬ 
vices to the public. She said, 
“Our slogan will be the institu¬ 
tion of people, not the institu¬ 
tionalization of institutions.” 

She pointed out the advan¬ 
tages of the interpellation such 
as the opportunity to present 
the achievements of employ¬ 
ees under her jurisdiction, un¬ 
cover flaws and prevent pos¬ 
sible problems. “We are just 
humans who make mistakes, 
but I affirm that we are the ones 
who admit mistakes and cor¬ 
rect them. We are in a State of 
institutions and the institutions 
we supervise will continue to 
facilitate work and provide the 
best services to the public,” she 
added. 

She thanked His Highness 
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ah¬ 
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his 
continuous support and guid¬ 
ance in the implementation of 
reforms, preventing corruption 
and serving citizens. 

She also expressed gratitude 
to His Highness the Crown 
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ah¬ 
mad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah for his 
guidance and support every 
time she meets him, in addition 
to His Highness the Prime Min¬ 
ister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al- 
Hamad Al-Sabah who keeps on 

Continued on Page 8 



Photo by Rizk Tawfik 
Hind Al-Sabeeh waving to 
supporters after Parliament 
renewed confidence in her. 


South Yemen 
clashes abate 

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31, 
(Agencies): The State of Ku¬ 
wait rejects assaults on Yem¬ 
en’s constitutional institutions 
by illegitimate forces in the 
brotherly nation, the Deputy 
Foreign Minister has an¬ 
nounced. 

Khaled Al-Jarallah, in a state¬ 
ment to KUNA on Wednesday 
stated, “The bloody conflict in 
Yemen, namely the killing and 
relocation and deteriorating hu¬ 
manitarian conditions suffered 
by the Yemeni people through¬ 
out the past years had prompted 
the State of Kuwait to partake 
in political efforts hosting 
the warring parties for three 
months of consultations to try 
and reach a political solution 
according to the Gulf Initiative 
and decision issued by the in¬ 
ternational legitimacy namely 
resolution 2216. 

“The State of Kuwait which 
has not disregarded the hu¬ 
manitarian situation in Yemen 
has committed itself to offer 
humanitarian and relief aid es¬ 
timated at $100 million (to be 

Continued on Page 8 


Other Voices 


Kuwaitis without Filipinas!! 


By Ali Ahmed Al-Baghli 

Former Minister of Oil 

THE radical statement or decision issued 
by the ‘erratic’ President of the Republic of 
Philippines Rodrigo Duterte, which had a 
sharp tone as expressed in Al-Qabas daily, 
saying: “We do not want a dispute with 
Kuwait, we respect our relations, but it has 
something to do with sexual abuse which 
our women are facing.” 

After such a statement, rumors spread 
about barring Filipinas from traveling or 
returning to Kuwait. Then Duterte recent¬ 
ly stated that he will ask every Filipina to 
leave Kuwait if they encounter any abuse 
in the future. He affirmed that Kuwait will 
suffer if such a decision is taken. 


We appreciate 
the circumstances 
which put us in this 
ordeal. If it happens 
to us, it will have a 
great impact on our 
lives which we have 
been building and 
enjoying due to this 
group of hygienic, 
Al-Baghli educated, sincere and 
serious female workers who belong to the 
people of Philippines. 

I remember in the 1960s when we were 
Continued on Page 8 
Email: ali-albaghli@hotmail.com 





Photos show two of Nuqat founders Wakim Zeidan 
(top) and Hussa Al Humaidhi (above). In an interview 
with the Arab Times, Zeidan and Al Humaidi gave an 
update on the organization, discussed pertinent is¬ 
sues of the creative economy in Kuwait, and provided 
us a glimpse of the road ahead. — See Pages 15 & 16 


Fight until DAESH 
defeated-Trump 

WASHINGTON, Jan 31, 
(Agencies): US President Don¬ 
ald Trump will warn that much 
more work remains in the war 
against the Islamic State group 
when he delivered his State of 
the Union address on Tuesday. 

In his speech, Trump declared 
that a US-led coalition has “lib¬ 
erated almost 100 percent of the 
territory once held by these kill¬ 
ers in Iraq and Syria.” 

“But there is much more 
work to be done,” he will add, 
a key argument that his admin¬ 
istration has deployed to justify 
the continued presence of US 
troops in the field. 

“We will continue our fight 
until ISIS is defeated,” he 
vowed, drawing comparison 
with what he sees as his pre¬ 
decessor Barack Obama’s mis¬ 
take in withdrawing from Iraq 
in 2011. 

US troops had been in Iraq 
since 2003, when then-presi¬ 
dent George W. Bush sent them 

Continued on Page 4 



Nizar Al-Adsani, Deputy- 
Chairman and Chief Execu¬ 
tive Officer of Kuwait Pe¬ 
troleum Corporation (KPC), 
gives a speech during the 
2018 edition of the Petroleum 
Economist Energy Strategy 
Forum, in Kuwait City on Jan 
31. (AFP) 


Newswatch 


KUWAIT CITY: The Minis¬ 
try of Interior is preparing a 
database who visitors to the 
country who carry an elec¬ 
tronic visa as part of the secu¬ 
rity measures adopted by the 
country to protect Kuwait’s 
security, reports Al-Rai daily. 

According to the security 
sources all border ports auto¬ 
matically take the fingerprints 
of the visitors, save them in 
the database and match them 
with the automated finger¬ 
prints of those who are want¬ 
ed by law and stored in the 
Interior Ministry’s computer 
network. 

This move will prevent 
persons wanted by law from 
entering the country even if 
they arrive at the airport un¬ 
der fictitious names. 

It is said the Criminal 
Evidences Department is cur¬ 
rently working on electronic 
fingerprinting project for citi¬ 
zens and expatriates and peo¬ 
ple wanted by law and those 
banned from entering Kuwait. 

□ □ □ 

KUWAIT CITY: Kuwait wit¬ 
nessed on Wednesday a total 
lunar eclipse, known as the 
“Super Blue Blood Moon,” 
a rare astronomical phenom¬ 
enon which last occurred 150 
years ago. 

Sky watchers in Kuwait 
saw the unique occurance par¬ 
tially at 5:25pm, and it lasted 
for 45 minutes. (KUNA) 

□ □ □ 

DUBAI: Bahrain’s Shiite 
spiritual leader Sheikh Isa 
Qassim was returned to hos¬ 
pital on Wednesday to under¬ 
go a new round of surgery, a 
rights activist said. 

“Sheikh Isa Qassim was 
admitted today to the Bah¬ 
rain International Hospital to 
receive surgery for a hernia,” 
Sheikh Maytham al-Salman 
from Bahrain Center for Hu¬ 
man Rights told AFP. 

He said authorities had de¬ 
layed for two weeks before 
allowing the cleric to visit the 
hospital. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

DUBAI: Bahrain’s criminal 
court on Wednesday sen¬ 
tenced two Shiites to death 
and 19 others to life imprison¬ 
ment in a ruling against a cell 
convicted of terror attacks. 

It also sentenced 17 mem¬ 
bers of the cell to 15 years in 
jail, nine others to 10 years, 
11 to five years, and acquit¬ 
ted the last two defendants, 
Bahrain’s BNA news agency 
reported. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

DUBAI: a top court in the 
Arabian Gulf nation of Bah¬ 
rain sentenced two people to 
death on Wednesday and is¬ 
sued lengthy prison sentences 
against nearly all 60 defend¬ 
ants on terrorism charges in a 
case that highlights the rivalry 
between Sunni Gulf states 
and Shiite-ruled Iran. 

A statement citing a pros¬ 
ecutor and published on 
the state-run Bahrain News 
Agency said 19 people were 
sentenced to life in prison, two 
were acquitted and the rest 
were ordered to serve between 
15 and five years in prison. 

The prosecutor said 36 
of the defendants were tried 
while in custody, suggesting 
the remaining 24 were tried in 
absentia. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

AFRIN, Syria: Clashes raged 
between Turkish-backed 
forces and Kurdish militia 
in Syria’s Afrin region on 
Wednesday, as wounded ci¬ 
vilians fled intense Turkish 
air strikes. 

Turkey and allied Syrian 
rebels have pressed on with 
Operation Olive Branch in 
the Kurdish-controlled Af¬ 
rin enclave despite mounting 
international concern and 

Continued on Page 8 
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Deadline for receiving nomination is 30th June 

KFAS invites nominations for 2018 Kuwait Prize in four fields 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: The Kuwait 
Foundation for the Advancement of 
Sciences (KFAS) is now accepting 
nominations from universities, scien¬ 
tific and research institutions and indi¬ 
viduals - in Kuwait and abroad - for 
the 2018 cycle of the Kuwait Prize, 
awarded by KFAS in four fields, 
worth KD 40,000 each. The fields for 
the award for the current year are: 

Fundamental Sciences, focusing 
this year on Biological Sciences, in¬ 


cluding but not limited to cellular and 
molecular biology, developmental 
biology, heredity and epigenetics, mi¬ 
crobiology and immunology. 

The second field is Applied Sci¬ 
ences under the theme of Clean and 
Sustainable Energy Technologies, 
involving the topics of renewable 
sources, hydrogen, fuel cells, energy 
storage devices, biomass and lower 
carbon-footprints fossil fuel. 

Third is Economics and Social Sci¬ 


ences devoted this year to Economics 
covering the subjects of energy eco¬ 
nomics, microeconomics, macroeco¬ 
nomics, econometrics and develop¬ 
ment economics. 

The fourth category is Arts and Lit¬ 
erature, under which falls the Studies 
of Arabic Language and Literature, 
including but not limited to Arabic 
grammar and linguistics as well as 
classic and modem literary studies. 

With the deadline for sending nom¬ 


inations set for June 30, 2018, KFAS 
emphasizes that nominees must be in¬ 
dividuals of an Arab nationality, hav¬ 
ing achieved work that is innovative 
and significant in the fields. The work 
also must have been published during 
the past twenty years, whether in pa¬ 
pers published or accepted for publi¬ 
cation in refereed journals and books 
with an ISSN number. 

The Foundation further indicates 
that it would accept nominations from 


universities, academic and research 
institutions and scientific centers, as 
well as former laureates of the prize. 
Nominations submitted by political 
bodies are not acceptable. 

Institutions and individuals wish¬ 
ing to send nominations are invited to 
fill in the nomination form and send it 
along with the submitted work online. 
The nomination form can be obtained 
from KFAS’ official website (www. 
kfas.org). It should be noted that the 


nomination form for Fundamental 
Sciences and Applied Sciences fields 
should be submitted in English lan¬ 
guage. 

Submissions should be sent in PDF 
format only, either through sending a 
flash drive with the necessary docu¬ 
ments to KFAS’ address in Kuwait 
or through cloud storage sites, such as 
(Google Drive-Dropbox-OneDrive) 
with sending the link to KFAS’ Prizes 
Office email: prize@kfas.org.kw. 


Bushahri reiterates’ her resolve to 
organise disbursement of allowance 

‘Some individuals taking advantage of this right’ 



Photos from the event 


KSC organizes open day for people with special needs 



Photo from the signing ceremony 


Bid to improve quality of life in rural areas 

KFAED & Uzbekistan sign deal 
to finance rural housing project 


Kuwait Scientific Club (KSC) re¬ 
cently organized the annual open 
day for people with special needs, 
old people and cancer patients 
at the Aviation Club Campsite in 
Khairan. 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: The 
Civil Service Commission 
(CSC) has rejected the Parlia¬ 
ment’s proposal to create a new 
position of political undersecre¬ 
tary in all ministries along with 
the existing executive undersec¬ 
retary, reports Al-Anba daily. 

According to sources, the pro¬ 
posal suggested appointment of 
a political undersecretary to fol¬ 
low up the political issues in his 
ministry while the executive un¬ 
dersecretary will follow up the 
executive issues such as admin¬ 
istrative and technical affairs. 

However, a study on the pro¬ 
posal revealed that it does not 
meet the requirements of the 
ministries and is not in line with 
the nature of the ministries. 

The sources explained that 
undersecretaries, in general, do 


The event was held under the 
auspices of the club’s board chair¬ 
man Talal Jassem Al-Kharafi and 
Secretary General AN Kazem Al- 
Jum’ah. 

The club received a large num- 


not have political duties. Creat¬ 
ing such positions will lead to 
expansion of the organization¬ 
al structure of the ministries, 
which in turn will increase the 
budget due to increase in the 
number of employees without 
any substantial benefit. 

Meanwhile, Minister of Jus¬ 
tice and Minister of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs Fahad Al-Afasi 
has issued an official decision to 
withdraw previous mandates of 
the undersecretary and assistant 
undersecretaries of the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
and the undersecretary of Min¬ 
istry of Justice with the aim of 
restructuring the administration 
system in the ministry, reports 
Al-Shahed daily quoting an in¬ 
formed source. 

He said the minister has ad- 


ber of handicaps and old people 
with their families, in addition to 
the representatives of some agen¬ 
cies, centers and volunteer groups 
that play special roles in support¬ 
ing and assisting handicaps. 


dressed officials of all institu¬ 
tions under his ministerial port¬ 
folio after they took unilateral 
decisions without checking with 
his special office, affirming that 
there will be no reshuffling of 
directors until their work effi¬ 
ciency is evaluated. 

The minister disclosed that 
similar decisions and proce¬ 
dures can be expected in the 
Secretariat General for Awqaf, 
Zakat House and the Public 
Authority for Quran and Sunna 
Printing. 

He affirmed that the prospec¬ 
tive decisions need more time 
since the boards of directors in 
these departments were the real 
power, not the minister, stress¬ 
ing the need for a consensus 
between them concerning man¬ 
dates and powers. 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: 
State Minister for Hous¬ 
ing Affairs and Minister 
of Services Affairs Jinan 
Bushahri affirmed her 
keenness to organize the 
disbursement of hous¬ 
ing allowance in a way 
that preserves the right 
of citizens who deserve to 
receive housing care, and 
prevents the use of the al¬ 
lowances for any kind of 
trading or for taking away 
the right of other deserv¬ 
ing citizens, reports Alja- 
rida daily. 

Bushahri said she, shortly af¬ 
ter being assigned as the minis¬ 
ter, had asked Public Authority 
for Housing Welfare (PAHW) 
to prepare a detailed report on 
the measures and laws that or¬ 
ganize the housing allowances 
and distribution of housing units 
as well as the relevant decisions 
for review and evaluation. 

She indicated that some indi¬ 
viduals have been taking advan¬ 
tage of this right for obtaining fi¬ 
nancial gains without any care for 
their families who are in need of 
the houses. 

Chance 

The minister stressed that the 
current decisions allow exchange 
of houses or their relinquishment 
only one time, revealing that ex¬ 
clusions decided by the relevant 
committees have given some 
people the chance to exchange or 
relinquish more than once, a mat¬ 
ter that needs to be reviewed and 
rectified. 

Meanwhile, over 3700 applica¬ 
tions have been submitted for al¬ 
location of plots in South Abdul¬ 
lah Al-Mubarak, and statistics 
indicate 2990 of the applications 
were submitted recently, reports 
Al-Qabas daily. 

It added the number of applica¬ 
tions as at Jan 16 was 2646, which 
points to the level of interest the 
project attracts among many citi¬ 
zens—especially as a large num¬ 
ber of them had shown interest in 
the plots before June 2000. 

The daily quoting a source not¬ 
ed concerned officials have since 
been reviewing applications at 
the Department of Allocation and 
Citizen Service. 

He stressed that applications 
will be considered based on laid 
down conditions, and the dead¬ 
line of submitting an application 
is Feb 15. He explained that 900 
applications were filed in 1998 
and the number increased by 385 
within two months, while roughly 
1800 applications were received 
in 1999 with additional 162 in the 
year 2000. 

As per statistics, a total of 17 
reserve cards were distributed to 
the third batch of beneficiaries, 
constituting the pre-29th Sept 
1998 applicants only, the source 
revealed. 

He disclosed a total of 442 ap¬ 
plicants did not show up within 
the last three batches of distribu¬ 
tion, paving the way for appli¬ 
cants who registered before Octo¬ 
ber 5, 1999. 

There are chances the number 
of applicants may increase to 
around 4200 in the remaining two 
weeks before the closure of appli¬ 
cation, while the total number of 
available plots remains 3260. 



KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: A Loan 
Agreement was signed today in 
Tashkent between the Republic of 
Uzbekistan and the Kuwait Fund 
for Arab Economic Development, 
whereby the Fund will provide a 
Loan in the Amount of 9.0 Million 
Kuwaiti Dinars (equivalent to about 
$30.6 Million), to the Republic of 
Uzbekistan, to participate in the 
financing of the Infrastructure for 
Rural Housing Project in the Re¬ 
public of Uzbekistan. It is worth 
mentioning that the Fund depends 
exclusively on its own resources 
in providing its loans and develop¬ 
ment assistance. 

The Loan Agreement was signed 
on behalf of the Government of 
the Republic of Uzbekistan, by 
His Excellency Dilshod Sattarov, 
Deputy Minister of Finance , 
while the Loan Agreement was 
signed on behalf of the Kuwait 
Fund for Arab Economic Devel¬ 
opment, by Hesham Al-Waqayan, 
Deputy Director-General of the 
Fund, in attendance of HE Ahmed 
Khaled Al-Jeeran, Ambassador of 
the State of Kuwait to the Repub¬ 
lic of Uzbekistan and Mr. Yousef 
Al-Bader, Regional Manager 
for Central Asian and European 
Countries at the Fund. 

The Project aims to improve the 
quality of life in the rural areas of 
Uzbekistan by expanding and con¬ 
struction of rural housing, with 


CAIRO, Jan 31, (KUNA): Kuwait’s 
booth in Cairo International Book 
Fair has attracted large numbers of 
visitors, according to Kuwaiti of¬ 
ficials. 

The event, held from January 26 
to February 10, is one of the top 
book fairs in the region and the 
world, General-Manager of Ku¬ 
wait’s Book Fair and head of book 
fairs department at the National 
Council for Culture, Arts and Let¬ 
ters (NCCAL) Saad Al-Enezi told 
KUNA on Wednesday. 

NCCAL’s section includes over 
400 books covering different topics, 
he said. During the event, NCCAL 
will meet with the Egyptian Pub¬ 
lishers Association and the Arab 
Publishers Association? to promote 
for the Kuwait International Book 
Fair, he added. 

On his part, official at the Center 
for Research and Studies On Ku¬ 
wait Essa Al-Hubail said the cen¬ 
ter had been taking part in the fair 
since 1991. He noted that the cen¬ 
ter is participating with different 
books this year, including “docu¬ 
ments from the pearl era”, “foreign 
impressions on Kuwait”, “photos 
from Kuwait’s old soor (walls)” 
and other titles. 

Kuwait’s Ministry of Information 
is also taking part in the event, as 
well as Kuwait Foundation for the 
Advancement of Sciences, Kuwait 
University and Abdulaziz Saud Al- 
Babtain Cultural Foundation. 

Meanwhile, the Lebanese au¬ 
thorities announced on January 
3, 2018 that owners of properties 


needed engineering works for in¬ 
frastructure and providing better 
services through development of 
social and community facilities. 

The Project consist of construc¬ 
tion of 7,555 affordable houses, 
improved rural housing in 6 (six) 
regions of Uzbekistan; namely: The 
Republic of Karakalpakstan, Kash- 
kadarya, Samarkand, Surkhan- 
darya, Tashkent and Fergana. The 
Project comprises of the related en¬ 
gineering works for infrastructure 
of water supply, power supply, gas 
supply and construction of access 
and internal roads, in addition to 
social and market facilities (estima¬ 
tions on construction of houses and 
related infrastructure 
This Kuwait Fund’s Loan rep¬ 
resents the 9th Loan extended by 
the Kuwait Fund to the Republic of 
Uzbekistan, as the Kuwait Fund has 
previously extended 8 Loans to the 
Republic of Uzbekistan, to finance 
projects in various sectors, with a 
total amount of approximately KD 
44.9 million. The Kuwait Fund 
has also provided the Republic of 
Uzbekistan with two Technical 
Assistances with a total amount 
of approximately KD 528.8, in ad¬ 
dition to a Grant in the amount of 
KD 50,000 (equivalent to about 
$170,000), in the form of Institu¬ 
tional Support to the Uzbekistan 
Fund for Reconstruction and De¬ 
velopment. 


built by GCC nationals in Leba¬ 
non will be able to apply for the 
annual residency of workers under 
their personal sponsorship, reports 
Al-Rai daily. 

The move is based on the tremen¬ 
dous efforts exerted by the Kuwaiti 
Embassy in Beirut in coordination 
with other GCC embassies in the 
Lebanese capital. 

The measure, which received 
direct support of Lebanese Prime 
Minister Saad Hariri, is expected to 
come into force following the sign¬ 
ing of memorandum of understand¬ 
ing in that regard by Minister of 
Labor Mohammed Kabara. 

An official from the Lebanese 
Ministry of Labor affirmed that the 
owners of properties built by GCC 
nationals, through coordination 
between the General Directorate 
of Public Security and Ministry of 
Labor, will be granted the right to 
submit applications for annual resi¬ 
dency of their workers under their 
personal sponsorship, stressing that 
the move is aimed to facilitate mat¬ 
ters for GCC nationals. 

He explained, “If the owner of a 
property built by GCC nationals is 
not within the Lebanese territories, 
he can arrange for granting power 
of attorney to someone else such as 
a GCC national or a Lebanese citi¬ 
zen to obtain work permits for his 
workers, and apply for residency 
and renewal of residency. If the 
worker to be recruited is outside 
Lebanese territories, an approval 
from the Ministry of Labor is re¬ 
quired”. 


Awqaf to withdraw previous mandates 

CSC rejects proposal to create new position 


NCCAL’s section includes 400 books 

Kuwait’s booth at Cairo book 
fair attract number of visitors 
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Legal Eagle 


Licensing the rights to a third party’s Intellectual Property 


By Najmah Mateese Brown, Esq. 

T his past Tuesday, Jan 30, 2018, 
I had the pleasure of attending 
the D1 MEET UP, a monthly net¬ 
working event for the Kuwaiti cre¬ 
ative community, hosted by Dina 
Al-Mallak and Jassim Burhama of 
CEE Network, and Masscreation 
Productions. This month’s meet up 
featured Raed Al-Hout, US Patent 
and Trademark Office (USPTO) 
Intellectual Property (IP) Specialist 
for MENA, who is based out of the 
US Embassy of Kuwait. Al-Hout 


discussed In¬ 
tellectual Prop¬ 
erty Rights 
in Kuwait in 
comparison 
with the US, 
and interna¬ 
tional treaties 
that govern IP 
rights. 

Having over 
fifteen years 
of experience in the media in¬ 
dustry back in the US, both as a 
creative and attorney, the MEET 


UP was a very eye-opening ex¬ 
perience to what information 
the creative community lacks 
and desires in connection with 
Intellectual Property rights and 
management. I further learned 
of a recent dispute between an IP 
rights owner and an entity in Ku¬ 
wait that used the rights owner’s 
music without consent and/or due 
compensation. This is a clear ex¬ 
ample of how IP rights are per¬ 
ceived in Kuwait but safeguards 
must be made by individuals and 
businesses to prevent being the 


party to a litigation defending the 
non-consensual use of a 3rd par¬ 
ties’ IP. 

Just for background knowledge, 
things that fall under the IP law 
include, without limitation, video 
footage, photographs, paintings, 
posters, music, sound effects, radio 
material, uniforms, vehicles, logos, 
books, magazines, newspapers, 
maps, and identifiable products and 
labels. Thus, if you plan on using 
any of the above-mentioned mate¬ 
rials for commercial use that is not 
the original creation of your own or 


business, then it is best practice to 
obtain permission prior to such use. 

Obtaining the clearance to use 
a third party’s IP should not re¬ 
quire much paperwork, time or 
money. A simple one-page Ma¬ 
terials Release that specifies the 
name of the rights holder, the 
name and description of the IP, 
how and where the IP will be 
used (e.g., territory, duration, 
repetition, etc.), the compensa¬ 
tion (if any) for use of the IP, and 
the signature of the rights holder, 
would suffice as evidence of con¬ 


sent for usage of a 3rd party’s IP. 

While there are exceptions to the 
restrictions of IP law, where a party 
can use 3rd party IP without prior 
permission, fair use doctrine, such 
use must meet certain criteria that is 
not always easy to prove.Further with 
the amount of content available in the 
world, if an IP rights holder is difficult 
then it is best to use a different source 
and/or simply create original content. 

□ □ □ 

naj mah brown @aladwani law- 
firm.com 




KUNA photo 

A photo from the conference held in Morocco. 


Authority takes all complaints seriously 

‘PAAAFR committed to providing all 
amenities missing in public facilities’ 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: Public Au¬ 
thority for Agricultural Affairs and 
Fish Resources (PAAAFR) has com¬ 
pleted some aspects that were miss¬ 
ing in the facilities provided at Jahra 
Roundabout in Kuwait City, reports 
Al-Qabas daily. 

The daily quoting a source added 
PAAAFR is committed to providing 
all amenities missing in the public 
facilities to ensure that people who 
visit public gardens, sideways and 
recreational parks are encouraged to 
practice sport and exercise. 

He stressed the authority monitors all 
facilities under its care to provide new 


Prayer Timings 


Fajr.05:16 

Sunrise.06:38 

Dohr.12:02 

Asr.15:04 

Maghreb.17:26 

Isha.18:45 


Kuwait Weather 

Expected weather for the next 24 hours: 

By Night: Cold with light to moderate 
north westerly wind to light variable wind, 
with speed of 06-26 km/h. 

By Day: Cool with light variable wind to 
light to moderate north westerly wind, with 
speed of 06-28 km/h. 


Station Max Min 

Exp Rec 

Kuwait City 21 10 

Kuwait Airport 19 03 

Abdaly 19 05 

Bubyan 

Jahra 20 07 

Failaka Island 19 07 

Salmiyah 18 12 

Ahmadi 18 11 

Nuwaisib 21 06 

Wafra 21 03 

Salmy 19 06 

4 days forecast - Weather 

Thursday, Feb 01 

Expected weather.Fair 

Max Temp.21C 

Min Temp.05C 

Wind Direction.VRB-NW 

Wind Speed.08-30 km/h 

Friday, Feb 02 

Expected weather.Fair 

Max Temp.21C 

Min Temp.06C 

Wind Direction.NW 

Wind Speed.15-40 km/h 

Saturday, Feb 03 

Expected weather.Fair 

Max Temp.21C 

Min Temp.07C 

Wind Direction.NE 

Wind Speed.10-35 km/h 

Sunday, Feb 04 

Expected weather.Fair 

Max Temp.22C 

Min Temp.08C 

Wind Direction.NW 

Wind Speed.10-30 km/h 


Marine Forecast 


Station 

Max 

Min 

Sea 

Today’s 

Direction 

Exp 

Rec 

Surf 

Waves 

Ht 

South Dolphin 

19 

13 

■ 

4ft 

SE 

Umm Mudayrah 

■ 

■ 

■ 

4ft 

SE 


items or upgrade them to meet with the 
desirable standard. He indicated con¬ 
cerned officials have been taking note 
of certain missing materials such as 
garbage bins and the need to clean the 
chairs at Jahra Roundabout. 

He reiterated a team from the Hor¬ 
ticultural Department dealt with the 
aforementioned observations a couple 
of days ago, and the place has been 
witnessing a large presence of citizens 
and expatriates with their families, es¬ 
pecially at weekends. He assured the 
authority takes all complaints serious¬ 
ly by acting on them in an appropriate 
manner. 


Beacon M28 

■ 

- • 4ft SE 

Beacon N6 

16 

12 ■ 4ft SE 

Qaruh Island 

19 

15 • 4ft SE 

Umm Al-Maradem 

20 

14 • 4ft SE 

Sea Island Buoy 

■ 

. 

Salmiyah 

18 

12 ■ 4ft SE 

4 days forecast - Marine 


Thursday, Feb 01 


Expected weather. 

.Fair 

Sea state. 

.Slight to moderate 

Wave height. 


.1-4 ft 

Max Temp. 


.21C 

Min Temp. 


.05C 

Wind Direction.... 
Wind Speed. 


.VRB-NW 

.08-30 km/h 

Friday, Feb 02 


Expected weather. 


.Fair 

Sea state. 

.Slight to moderate rough at times 

Wave height. 


.2-6 ft 

Max Temp. 


.21C 

Min Temp. 


.06C 

Wind Direction. 


.NW 

Wind Speed. 


.15-40 km/h 

Saturday, Feb 03 


Expected weather. 


.Fair 

Sea state. 


.Slight to moderate 

Wave height. 


.2-5 ft 

Max Temp. 


.21C 

Min Temp. 


.07C 

Wind Direction. 


.NE 

Wind Speed. 


.10-35 km/h 

Sunday, Feb 04 


Expected weather. 


.Fair 

Sea state. 


.Slight to moderate 

Wave height. 


.1-4 ft 

Max Temp. 


.22C 

Min Temp. 


.08C 

Wind Direction. 


.NW 

Wind Speed. 


.10-30 km/h 


Tide times at Shuwaikh Port 


1st high tide:.12:40 

2nd high tide:.23:13 

1st low tide:.17:51 

2nd low tide:.06:54 

Sunrise:.06:38 

Sunset:.17:25 

Recorded yesterday at Kuwait Airport 

Max temp.00C 

Min temp.00C 

Max Rh.00% 

Min Rh.00% 

Max Wind.N OOkm/h 

Total Rainfall in 24 hrs.0 mm 

Recorded yesterday at South Dolphin 

Min/Max/ Air Temp.00/17C 

Min/Max Rel Hum.-/-% 

Wind Direction/Wind Speed.N/- km/h 

Prev Wave Dir/Max Wave Ht.N/-ft 

Min/Max Sea Surface Temp.-/- C 

Sea Current.Upwelling 

-■ Directorate General of Civil Aviation, Meteoro¬ 
logical Dept. 

deaths 


Kuwait Today 


Muneera Mitlaq Sanad At Mutairi, wife of Nasser Mohammad Al Walan, 47 years old, buried on 
Wednesday. Condolences: Omariya St. 1, Block 4, House 26 Tel. 55120809-66640024. Thuraya Ab¬ 
dul Aziz Ibrahim Al Dehaim, widow of Abdullah Al Abdul Jabar Al Fathel, 80 years old, buried on 
Wednesday. Condolences: (Men) Khaldiya, Abdullah Al Khalaf Al Saeed St. House 29 Tel. 99790044 
(Women) Rawda, Block 1, St. 15, House 32 Tel. 99296789. Qamasha Isa Al Asousi, widow of Su- 
laiman Dawod Al Dewaisan, 87 years old, buried on Wednesday. Condolences: (Men) Shuhada, Block 
4, St. 404, House 13 Tel 66514531 (Women) Rawda, Block 3, Shahab Al Bahar St. House 2. Abdul 
Salam Nasser Al Ajouni Al Rasheedi, 42 years old, buried on Wednesday. Condolences: Qairawan, 
Block 2, St. 204, plot 6 Tel. 99000886. Mather Mohammad Ibrahim Sulaiman, 61 years old, buried on 
Wednesday. Condolences: Daiya, Huseiniyat Bouhamad Tel. 51416019. 

Jan 31, 2018 


Kuwait calls for better business 
‘environment’ in Arab countries 


AMF chief hails Gulf states’ adoption of dev strategies 



Kuwait University President Prof Hussain Al-Ansari 
received the students from the Mechanical Engi¬ 
neering Department who obtained a patent for their 
graduation project. 

The project supervisor Prof Khaled Al-Hazza also 
accompanied them in the meeting which was held 
in the presence of Vice-presidents for research Prof 
Laila Marouf and Prof Yousef Al-Qurashi. 

The patent-winning project is a moving diameter 


ball for cars that will be used to load trolleys to con¬ 
nect boats and vehicles. The patent was registered 
in the United States of America under the name of 
College of Engineering and Petroleum of Kuwait 
University. 

Prof Al-Ansari congratulated the project supervi¬ 
sor and the students for realizing this marvelous 
scientific achievement, affirming the university’s in¬ 
finite support for these kinds of projects. 



Deputy Director General of KCCI, Hamad Jarrah Al-Omar in a group photo with the trainees. 


KCCI’s Al-Omar receives group of trainees graduated from CMA 


MARRAKECH, Mo- 
rocco, Jan 31, (KUNA): 
Governor of the Central 
Bank of Kuwait Moham¬ 
mad Al-Hashel Tuesday 
called on importance of 
improving business en¬ 
vironment to push for¬ 
ward comprehensive sus¬ 
tainable development in 
Arab world. 

Improving the business en¬ 
vironment required a legisla¬ 
tive and institutional frame¬ 
work which is lucrative to 
capitals, Al-Hashel said be¬ 
fore a conference about pros¬ 
perity and promotion of jobs 
and growth in Arab world. 

The conference, held in the 
city of Marrakech, is co-or- 
ganized by the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), the Arab 
Monetary Fund and the Arab 
Fund for Economic and Social 
Development. 

Al-Hashel also called for pro¬ 
viding further backing to small 
and medium-size enterprizes. 
“These enterprizes form im¬ 
portant horizons for the youth 
and women to enable them 
overcome unemployment chal¬ 
lenge,” he added. 

IMF Director General Chris¬ 
tine Lagarde called on policy¬ 
makers in the Arab world to 
come up with a development 
plan that addressed economic 
and social challenges. 

This development plan, she 
said, should include all seg¬ 
ments of the society. 

Lagarde said the Arab world 
was full of potentials among the 
youth, who were in need of poli¬ 
cies triggering better business 
environment, private sector’s 
bigger role and further SMEs 
support. 

Abdullah Al-Humaidi, Direc¬ 
tor General of the Arab Mon¬ 
etary Fund, said unemployment 
was the biggest challenge facing 
the Arab world. 

Challenge 

“Defeating this challenge re¬ 
quires doubling of efforts as 
well as deep economic and so¬ 
cial reforms,” he said. 

He said youth and women 
should have access to financial 
services. 

Moroccan Prime Minister 
Saaduddine Othmani said Arab 
countries were facing huge eco¬ 
nomic and social challenges, 
topped by joblessness. 

He said unemployment 
among youth and social differ¬ 
ences posed a great challenge 
against economic growth and 
social stability. 

Meanwhile, Director Gen¬ 
eral of the Arab Monetary Fund 
Abdullah Al-Humaidi, praised 
the Arab Gulf countries adop¬ 
tion of integrated development 
strategies to diversify their 
economies. 

Al-Humaidi’s comments were 
echoed to KUNA on Tuesday 
on the sidelines of the “Op¬ 
portunity for All: Promoting 
Growth, Jobs, and Inclusiveness 
in the Arab World” conference, 
organized by the International 



Abdullah Al-Humaidi 


Deputy Director General of Ku¬ 
wait Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry (KCCI) Hamad Jar¬ 
rah Al-Omar recently received a 
group of trainees who just gradu¬ 
ated from the Capital Market Au¬ 
thority (CMA). 

Al-Omar welcomed the new 


graduates, affirming KCCI is al¬ 
ways eager to receive trainees 
and to provide all necessary ser¬ 
vices to support them. 

He stated sector is consistent 
in developing human elements, 
which he considered a major 
pillar of economic development 


being worked on and are worth 
a total of KD 13.7 million for 
works in Ahmadi and Mubarak 
Al-Kabeer governorates. 

The rest of the projects might 
have been floated for tender or 
the contract might have been 
signed in preparation for com¬ 
mencing the works. 

The ministry, through these 
contracts, will carry out main¬ 
tenance works to repair roads, 
and the sewage and rainwater 
drainage networks. The con¬ 
tracts are continuous as they 


world markets, have been an 
incentive for them to develop 
strategies based on accurate in¬ 
dicators, Al-Humaidi said. 

The success of these strate¬ 
gies would lead to diversifica¬ 
tion of the economies of the 
Gulf countries and increase 
their resources so as not to de¬ 
pend on oil as a major supplier 
of economic activity, but oil 


activities. 

He expressed concern about 
graduates and their keenness to 
work hard to consolidate educa¬ 
tion while applying the experi¬ 
ence successfully in the labor 
market to fulfill the requirements 
of private sector. 


Roads maintenance in Ahmadi, Mubarak Al-Kabeer 

MPW’s plan includes KD 46.496m 11 contracts 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: 
Minister of Public Works 
Eng. Hussam Al-Roumi says 
the ministry’s plan for the 
maintenance of roads in Ah¬ 
madi and Mubarak Al-Ka- 
beer governorates includes 
11 contracts worth a total of 
KD 46.496 million, reports 
Al-Qabas daily. 

In response to a question 
posed by Dr Mohammed 
Al-Huwaila, the minister ex¬ 
plained that the plan also in¬ 
cludes three tenders which are 


Monetary Fund in Marrakech in 
cooperation with the Arab Mon¬ 
etary Fund and the Arab Fund 
for Economic and Social De¬ 
velopment and with participa¬ 
tion from North Africa and the 
Middle East countries. 

The challenges faced by the 
economies of the Arab Gulf 
countries, especially after the 
decline in the prices of oil in 


are floated and awarded based 
on the condition of the roads 
and the drainage networks. 

Meanwhile, Undersecretary 
of Ministry of Public Works 
Eng. Awatif Al-Ghunaim re¬ 
vealed that she participated in 
the 2018 Dubai International 
Government Achievement Ex¬ 
hibition. 

She said she met the officials 
of the company delegated by 
the government of Dubai to 
coordinate the ministry’s par¬ 
ticipation in the exhibition. 


becomes a resource in many 
resources. 

He stressed that the Arab 
Gulf countries have all the de¬ 
velopmental requirements to 
overcome the dependence on 
oil as a main source and move 
to the stage of the knowledge 
economy and increase the con¬ 
tributions of other sectors in 
the GDP. 































































































































ARAB TIMES, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2018 

LOCAL 



A group photo of the participants of the International Inventions Conference. 


Al-Khorafi honors international umpires 


On behalf of the organizing committee of the 10th Middle East International 
Inventions Conference, board chairman of the Scientific Club and chairman 
of the committee Talal Jassem Al-Khorafi recently honored 40 local and 
international umpires. 


Al-Khorafi commended the pivotal role and unrelenting efforts of umpires 
that followed international rules to deal with 150 inventions placed under 
their microscope. 

He revealed the umpires are well-experienced PhD holders with strong 


scientific background who were selected after careful study. 

They represented various scientific and academic institutions that 
have long history of judging inventions based on international stand¬ 
ards. 


1,000 companies, entrepreneurs to 
take part in Iraq confab: Al-Jarallah 


US, EU firms jostling for seats: Al-Abadi 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 
31, (KUNA): The State 
of Kuwait anticipates no 
less than 1,000 companies 
and businesspersons will 
partake in Kuwait Inter¬ 
national Conference for 
Iraq Reconstruction and 
Development (KICIRD) 
due in the country on Feb 
12-14, the Deputy Foreign 
Minister said on Wednes¬ 
day. 

There will be broad partici¬ 
pation in the conference by ex¬ 
ecutives, companies and govern¬ 


ments, said Khaled Al-Jarallah 
in a statement to journalists on 
the sidelines of a seminar organ¬ 
ized by Kuwait Chamber of In¬ 
dustry and Commerce. 

A large number of enterprises, 
envisaged as part of rebuilding 
Iraq, will be executed by the pri¬ 
vate sector and companies, he 
added. 

As to the conference timeta¬ 
ble, he said February 12 would 
be devoted for social institutions, 
the second for the private sector 
and the past for declaring finan¬ 
cial contributions by participating 
states. 

The conference, due to group 
donor countries, regional and in¬ 


ternational organizations, will be 
chaired by the European Union, 
Iraq, Kuwait, the United Nations 
and the World Bank (WB). 

Meanwhile, Iraqi Prime Min¬ 
ister Haidar Al-Abadi said on 
Tuesday there is huge pressure 
from several global firms to book 
places at a pledging conference 
for Iraq’s reconstruction hosted 
by Kuwait. 

At a press conference ahead 
of the Feb 12 talks, he said Eu¬ 
ropean companies have twice 
exceeded their share of assigned 
seats while the US has closed the 
door to further applications, add¬ 
ing there will also be a large turn¬ 
out for regional firms. 


Al-Abadi said this reflects 
these firms’ keenness to enter 
the Iraqi market, and contribute 
effectively to rebuilding projects 
in Iraq, particularly amid the im¬ 
proved security situation in the 
country and diminishing fears of 
investors. 

Iraqi officials have completed 
their preparations ahead of at¬ 
tending the conference, said 
the prime minister, who reiter¬ 
ated his gratitude for Kuwait’s 
hosting and sponsorship of the 
event. 

Over 400 international busi¬ 
nesses are expected to attend the 
Kuwait-hosted talks alongside 
dozens of governments. 



Book a stay now and enjoy 50% off on your room rate 
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Offer* valid until end of February 2018 
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Dr Sultan Ahmed Ismail addressing the Salmiya Indian Model School teachers 

and students. 

Dr Ismail highlights life science 


SIMS organises session on 
simple tasks, great concepts 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: The Salmiya Indi¬ 
an Model School (SIMS) recently organised 
an interactive session with eminent ecolo¬ 
gist Dr Sultan Ahmed Ismail under the title 
‘Simple tasks, great concepts’. 

‘Life science is an intriguing subject and 
a teacher teaching it should be excited to 
show the children some experiments which 
would be captivating, exciting, stimulating, 
absorbing and interesting’, Dr Ismail told 
the audience. 

Dr Ismail also spoke about the impor¬ 
tance of making life science learning livelier 
by making concepts easier and went on to 
demonstrate the above with the use of simple 
day-to-day objects. 

He feels ‘Science without fun is futile and 
as teachers we should put in our best efforts 
to make life science teaching livelier’. 

With examples, Dr Ismail, showed how 
‘talking’ and ‘teaching’ can be different and 
how it affects the students. 

Dr Ismail, who is also a well-known biol¬ 
ogist, whose work centers on techniques for 
recycling biodegradable waste into fertilizer 
using local varieties of earthworms, and on 
soil bioremediation, is the Director, Eco Sci¬ 
ence Department, Chennai. 

He works with the Department of Sci¬ 


ence and Technology of the Government of 
India, in the development of a module on 
vermicomposting as a sustainable ecological 
practice for children. 

He also conducted a project for the Environ¬ 
ment and Forests Department of the Govern¬ 
ment of Tamil Nadu state for implementing 
vermicomposting in 50 schools in Chennai 
(Madras), and has given several lectures at 
more than 200 schools in India and abroad on 
environmental awareness, solid waste man¬ 
agement and vermicomposting. 

His other research interests are on the 
anti-inflammatory properties of earthworms, 
the ultrastructure of the penial setae of earth¬ 
worms, and the electrical bioluminescence 
of earthworms. 

Dr Ismail is the author of some famous 
books like: Vermicology: The Biology of 
Earthworms, The Earthworm Book, etc. He 
was awarded the Arignar Anna Award by 
the Department of Environment, Govern¬ 
ment of Tamil Nadu, India, for environmen¬ 
tal education and awareness. 

The truly informative session was attend¬ 
ed by the Director of SIMS, Dr Anis Ahmed; 
Principal, Mrs Elizabeth Joseph; Vice Prin¬ 
cipal, Mrs Anita Sadanand; Senior Coordi¬ 
nator Mirza Jawed and the teaching staff. 


Fight until 


Continued from Page 1 

to overthrow dictator Saddam Hussein and 
they became mired in a deadly insurgency. 

Eight years later, and with American vot¬ 
ers tiring of the grinding conflict, Obama 
withdrew the remaining forces, believing 
that US-trained local troops were ready to 
handle security. 

But remnants of the local al-Qaeda fac¬ 
tion were reborn as the Islamic State group 
amid Syria’s civil war, seizing territory in 
that country and overrunning a swathe of 
Iraq in 2014. 

US troops returned to the region to assist 
Iraqi and Kurdish forces which, backed by 
a global coalition, ousted the jihadists from 
a series of cities including Iraq’s Mosul and 
Syria’s Raqqa, IS’s main strongholds in the 
two countries. 

Some in Washington argued the troops 
should now come home and that the 2001 
vote in Congress to authorize strikes on al- 
Qaeda in the wake of the Sept 11 attacks no 
longer applies. 

But Trump’s administration believes that 
the 2,000 US special forces and additional 
support troops in Syria could help counter 
Bashar al-Assad’s regime and his Iranian 
backers. 

And they warn that if the US contingent 
is withdrawn too quickly, the IS group or an 
new jihadist successor could spring up from 
the ruins of Raqqa or Mosul to replace it. 

“Past experience has taught us that com¬ 
placency and concessions only invite ag¬ 
gression and provocation,” Trump will tell 
Congress and American voters. 

“I will not repeat the mistakes of the past 
Administrations that got us into this danger¬ 
ous position,” he will say, according to the 
extracts. 

Nuclear threat 

US President Donald Trump used his big¬ 
gest stage Tuesday to warn of the nuclear 
threat from North Korea, as fears grow again 
in Washington that conflict may be looming. 

In recent weeks, US officials have laid 
the groundwork for a pivot to strategies for 
a world of renewed great power competition 
with the likes of Russia and China. 

In his State of the Union address to Con¬ 
gress and the nation, Trump described Mos¬ 
cow and Beijing as challenging “our inter¬ 
ests, our economy, and our values.” But he 
saved his harshest words for Iran and North 


Korea. 

“North Korea’s reckless pursuit of nu¬ 
clear missiles could very soon threaten our 
homeland,” he warned, implying he has a 
narrow window to respond to Pyongyang’s 
ambition. 

“We are waging a campaign of maximum 
pressure to prevent that from ever happen¬ 
ing.” 


Mattis praises 


Continued from Page 1 

airbase, and include on-base housing for 
the American service member and their 
families, new state-of-the-art schools, as 
well as building quality recreational enter¬ 
tainment and service facility,” Al-Atiyah 
said. The initiative is set to be completed 
by 2040. 

Meanwhile, Tillerson stressed Tuesday 
that Qatar has made “significant progress 
to improve efforts to combat terrorism,” 
following President Donald Trump’s “chal¬ 
lenge to all of our Gulf partners” during the 
Riyadh summit last year. 

Speaking at the US-Qatar Strategic Dia¬ 
logue, Tillerson said that as a result of the 
memorandum of understanding the two 
countries signed in July, the US and Qa¬ 
tar have “increased information sharing on 
terrorists and terrorist financiers,” and that 
they have participated in “counterterror¬ 
ism technical training and taken steps to 
improve aviation security.” He indicated 
other “critical” regional security issues will 
be discussed, including the ongoing battle 
to defeat the so-called Islamic State (IS), 
“DAESH, the Gulf dispute, the situation in 
Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan, and Iran’s role 
in the region.” On the Gulf dispute, the US 
top diplomat said “as the Gulf dispute nears 
the eight-month mark, the United States re¬ 
mains as concerned today as we were at its 
outset. This dispute has had direct negative 
consequences economically and militarily 
for those involved, as well as the United 
States. 

“We are concerned by the rhetoric and 
propaganda employed in the region, playing 
out daily in Arab mainstream and social me¬ 
dia,” he remarked. 

He stressed that “it is critical that all par¬ 
ties minimize rhetoric, exercise restraint to 
avoid further escalation, and work toward a 
resolution.” 
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KUNA photos 

Top and above: A delegation of Kuwaiti lawmakers, headed by Speaker of the Par¬ 
liament Marzouq Al-Ghanim headed to Geneva to attend meetings of the executive 

committee of the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU). 

Al-Ghanim leaves for Geneva 


A delegation of Kuwaiti lawmakers, 
headed by Speaker of the Parliament 
Marzouq Al-Ghanim left Wednesday 
heading to Geneva to attend meetings 
of the executive committee of the Inter¬ 
parliamentary Union (IPU). 

The Kuwaiti delegation will meet with 
Head of IPU Gabriela Cuevas Barron 
and Secretary General Martin Chun- 


gong. 

The visit also comes to refute recent 
complaints submitted by a number of Zi¬ 
onist deputies against the reputation of 
the State of Kuwait and its Parliament. 

The delegation includes the secretary 
general of the National Assembly and 
a number of members of Parliament. 
(KUNA) 


Just solution sought 
to Palestinian issue 

‘Settlements’ condemned 


BRUSSELS, Jan 31, (KUNA): 
The State of Kuwait called 
Wednesday for “a just, com¬ 
prehensive and definitive solu¬ 
tion to the Palestinian-Israeli 
conflict, based on the two-state 
solution and relevant UNSC 
resolutions and international 
references and Arab Peace Ini¬ 
tiative. 

Speaking at the special session of the 
international donor group for Palestine 
in Brussels today, Kuwait’s ambas¬ 
sador to the EU, Belgium, NATO and 
Luxembourg, Jasem Al-Budaiwi urged 
the commitment of the international 
community to the 
historical, religious 
and political status 
of the city of Jeru¬ 
salem and the need 
to ensure that it is 
not compromised 
by any unilateral 
actions. 

Further, he called 
for the condemnation 
of Israel’s continued 
violation of resolu¬ 
tion 2334 on its illegal and illegal settlement 
activities. 

Al-Budaiwi urged the international com¬ 
munity to support the activities of UNRWA 
as one of the most important United Nations 
agencies serving some 6 million Palestine 
refugees, to move away from any “politici¬ 
zation” of its activities and to preserve the 
nature of its humanitarian activities. 

He stressed that the State of Kuwait has 
made every effort to support the Palestinian 
cause, which has always been the highest 
priority of its foreign policy. 

Kuwait is committed to providing UN¬ 
RWA with annual support of $2 million and 
is contributing to the Agency’s budget defi¬ 
cit and to meet its emergency needs over the 
past years, the last of which was to provide 
$5 million to the Agency in the month of De¬ 
cember. He expressed regret that the work of 
the technical commissions and international 
agencies, such as the Committee on the Pal- 
estinian-Israeli conflict, has not achieved the 
desired goals because of the lack of political 
will and willingness of one of the parties to 
this protracted and protracted conflict. 

Meanwhile, Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Min¬ 
ister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah 


Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah partakes in 
scheduled ministerial meetings at the Arab 
League headquarters on Thursday to re¬ 
examine the Palestinian cause namely the 
question of the holy city of Jerusalem. 

Sheikh Sabah Khaled will participate in a 
meeting of the Arab Peace Initiative Commit¬ 
tee, membership of which includes the State 
of Kuwait, and a meeting of the Arab League 
Ministerial Council, which is a follow-up ses¬ 
sion to be held as part of the council extraor¬ 
dinary session held on Dec 9, 2017. 

Arab ministers and officials, during the 
December meeting, discussed ideas and pro¬ 
posed plans for facing repercussions of the 
United States’ decision to “recognize Jerusa¬ 
lem as Israel’s capital” and shift the Ameri¬ 
can embassy from Tel to the sacred city. 

The two meetings will convene in light of 
the mini Arab ministerial meeting, hosted by 
Jordan on Jan 6,2018, and on basis of the Arab 
League Council resolution, taken during the 
December extraordinary session, stipulating 
that the council would reconvene in a month. 

The Arab states’ officials had taken the 
decision to consider the council meetings as 
“open” for assessing “the situation” and seek 
to reach consensus on future steps in the face 
of Washington’s step, as well as for intensi¬ 
fying efforts to reach a political settlement to 
resolve the Arab-Israeli strife and establish 
the independent Palestinian state with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. 

Kuwait’s delegation to the meetings in¬ 
cludes the State of Kuwait’s Ambassador to 
Egypt Mohammad Al-Thuwaikh, Assistant 
Foreign Minister for the Arab World Am¬ 
bassador Aziz Al-Daihani, Deputy Assistant 
Foreign Minister for the Deputy Premier Bu¬ 
reau Affairs Ambassador Saleh Al-Lougha- 
ni, the State of Kuwait Permanent Delegate 
at the Arab League Ahmad Al-Bakr and 
senior officials at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. 

The Arab Peace Initiative is a 10-sentence 
plan for an end to the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
endorsed by the Arab League in 2002 at the 
Beirut Summit and re-endorsed at the 2007 
Arab League summit and at the 2017 Arab 
League summit. The initiative calls for nor¬ 
malizing relations between the Arab states 
and Israel, in exchange for full withdrawal 
from the occupied territories (including East 
Jerusalem) and a “just settlement” to the 
Palestinian refugee problem based on UN 
Resolution 194. 

Israel has rejected the Arab peace plan 
and Washington’s recent decision on Jeru¬ 
salem has further complicated efforts for 
paving the way for a viable settlement to the 
conflict, start of which dates back to the 40s 
of the past century. 



News in Brief 


Citizen’s death probed: The remains 

of a citizen who was found dead inside 
his vehicle were referred to forensics to 
determine the cause of death, says 
Al-Seyassah. 

A security source said the Operations 
Room of the Interior Ministry was noti¬ 
fied about the incident and a team of res¬ 
cue men went to the scene to deal with 
the situation. Initial investigation suggest¬ 
ed the citizen did not die of natural causes 
and detectives suspected foul play. A case 
was registered for investigation. 

□ □ □ 

Fined in insult: The Civil Court 
ordered a Kuwaiti citizen to pay KD 4,000 
to a detective working in Ministry of 
Interior as compensation for humiliating 
and insulting him while he was on duty, 
says Al-Seyassah. In a lawsuit filed by 
Lawyer Abdulmohsen Al-Qattan on behalf 
of the detective, he claimed that the sus¬ 
pect humiliated and insulted his client in 
public while he was on duty in a manner 


that tarnished his honor and reputation. 

The Misdemeanor Court had issued a 
final judgment by fining the accused KD 
50 on each charge and referring the case 
to the concerned civil court but the defen¬ 
dant did not accept the ruling and 
appealed against it at the Appellate 
Circuit of the Misdemeanor Court, which 
however upheld the verdict. 

□ □ □ 

Report rejected: Security Sector 
denied recent news circulated on social 
media saying GCC registered vehicles can 
not leave the country until traffic fines reg¬ 
istered against them are settled, indicating 
the circular is rather related to the deporta¬ 
tion of residency law violators and not 
vehicles, reports Al-Seyassah daily. 

As per the circular issued by Assistant 
Undersecretary for Checking in the 
Ministry of Interior, violations registered 
from Jan 24, 2018 are exempted from the 
decision that allows violators to leave the 
country without paying related fines. 
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A DIGEST OF PUBLIC OPINION 


‘Powers unable to distort history’ 

‘Palestine cannot be wiped off map’ 


“NEITHER Israel nor world of Zionism, 
even if it combines Russia, China and India, 
will be able to change the facts and forge his¬ 
tory in the hope of wiping Palestine off the 
map, the human memory, the international 
archives in a bid to Judaize Jerusalem,” col¬ 
umnist and the Director of Al-Shahed TV 
He sham Al-Diwan wrote for Al-Shahed 
daily. 

“In the meantime, both the Arabs and 
Muslims will not be in a position to stop the 
tide of Zionist Christians and those who are 
involved in manipulative practices to support 
Israel while they (the Arabs and Muslims) 
are in a bad state now, unless they unite. 

“As a matter of fact, the Arab-Arab con¬ 
sensus and the Arab-Islamic union will be 
capable of dealing Israel a deadly blow. I say 
Israel, because the latter is currently depend¬ 
ing on all foes of Arabism and Islam, and 
by the term Arabism I mean Arab Christian, 
Jews and the followers of some other reli¬ 
gions. 

“And in order not to fall in the same Israeli 
pit, we have to review 
our dealing with the 
others irrespective of 
their races, religions, 
doctrines and colors. 

Israel is a religiously 
racist state and the 
group that governs the 
world through mon¬ 
ey, business and the 
world’s major and mi¬ 
nor interests. The con¬ 
ditions are now being 
created by Israel as a Jewish state, a religious 
state with no non-Jews and no Muslims and 
Christians. 

“In this context, I say that I don’t think that 
the appearance of the Islamic State (IS) or the 
so-called ‘DAESH’ on the map of the world 
with tremendous potentials and undeclared 
international and American support was 
formed without pre-preparation. 

“In other words, ‘DAESH’ is not a plant, 
let alone that Abu Baker Al-Baghdadi, who 
declared himself as the Khalifa of this terror¬ 
ist organization, irrespective of his real name 
and irrespective of the places in which he 
was trained to play his current role. 

“Al-Baghdadi had initially practiced his 
role when he was prisoner at an American 
jail where thousands of doubts and ques¬ 
tion marks were raised on him particularly 
in terms of what he wants, who he is and 
who supports materially and logistically and 
provides him with mercenaries who showed 
unlimited horror in the killing of innocent 
people who were misled by religious con¬ 
notations that have nothing to do with Is¬ 
lam’s tolerance, humanity, respect for laws 
and regulations, justice and equality among 
people. 

“Such being the case, DAESH is an inven¬ 
tion and before that the organization of the 
so-called ‘Abu Musab Al-Zarqawi’ and be¬ 
fore the latter the al-Qaeda network that was 
responsible for carrying out the 9/11 attacks. 

“However, all these projects, in which they 
wanted to distort the image of Islam were 
carefully planned and in accordance with in¬ 
ternational projects that were backing them 
through international resolutions to justify 
the Israeli declaration of the founding of the 
theocratic state with a single religion. 

“But once again, I would like to repeat that 
the success of Israel and its supporter be it 
the United States or Britain it will be impos¬ 
sible to support Israel although these coun¬ 
tries are currently ruled by those who adopt 
the American Christian Zionist viewpoint. 

“I say this although Britain is a state of 
institutions and values, especially since the 
opposition Labor Party which came to power 


in 1997 under the leadership of the former 
prime minister Tony Blair stayed in power 
for three consecutive terms but at the mo¬ 
ment this party sits in the opposition.” 

Also: 

“Since its establishment under the leader¬ 
ship of Hassan al-Banna in 1928, the Muslim 
Brotherhood was in constant conflict with the 
governments, both in its founding country 
Egypt and in the rest of the Arab countries to 
varying degrees of conflict because of its pol¬ 
icies that threatened the security and stability 
of their countries, and its permanent attempt 
to grab power and declare others as infidels,” 
columnist Faisal Mohammad Bin Sabt wrote 
for AI-Qabas daily. 

“This policy was followed by Sayed Qotob 
(one of the prominent leaders in the Group) 
who throughout his life, he and his follow¬ 
ers were committed to the application of the 
same for long years. 

“In the long years since its establishment, 
the group had adopted the principle of double 
standards in dealing with the events that sur¬ 
round it, so as not to harm their interests and 
the interests of their followers, and if this led 
to the destruction of their countries and the 
displacement of their people, as long as they 
are safe from this destruction and homeless¬ 
ness. 

“The abnormal method of the group was 
clear during the past few weeks during the 
Iranian people’s revolution against the ruling 
power because of the low living conditions 
and the lack of real democratic life (we are 
talking about the group’s behavior rather 
than the protests of the Iranian people). 

“The leaders of the group in our country 
and their counterparts abroad, who supported 
the demonstrations in various Arab coun¬ 
tries, were demanding the change of regime 
which they saw as corrupt, and the elimina¬ 
tion of the dictatorial regimes. 

“But the Group stood watching the vio¬ 
lence in Iran and the demonstrators as spec¬ 
tators. In other words, the Group did not sup¬ 
port those who called for democracy, rather 
implicitly or overtly supported the Iranian 
authorities against the demonstrators and 
this was applicable also to the attitude of the 
Turkish government which at the moment 
represents the stronghold for the elements of 
the Group. We say this because the Turkish 
leader is currently seen as the spiritual leader 
of the Group. 

“In other words, Turkey was the major 
supporter of the Syrian people’s intifada (up¬ 
rising) which erupted in March 2011. Not 
just that, it is Turkey that appealed to the 
world to intervene and support the Syrians 
against the ruling regime. 

“But in dealing with the demands of the 
Iranians during the protests, it is Turkey 
which supported the regime in Tehran and 
called on the Iranians to keep calm and avoid 
violent behavior. Not just that, it is Ankara 
which called on the world not to interfere 
in the internal affairs of the Iranians and the 
Turkish president was quoted as saying ‘it 
would not be possible for us to accept the in¬ 
tervention of some states in affairs of Iran’. 

“However, this happened although it is the 
Turkish president who led the intervention in 
Syria and other Arab countries.” 

□ □ □ 

“We know Filipinos and have dealt di¬ 
rectly with them in our houses and work¬ 
places throughout the country for more than 
40 years. We know them for their sincerity, 
diligence, high ethics, constant smile, perfec¬ 
tion and quality,” Saleh Al-Shayeji wrote for 
AI-Anba daily. 

“Had it been not for these qualities and 
characteristics that distinguish Filipinos, 
traders and businesspeople would not have 


sought their assistance in running businesses 
and contributing so much profit. 

“They are professional people who come 
to work with a smile that does not go away. 
They are very energetic and possess an opti¬ 
mistic spirit. They exert efforts and energy 
more than what is required of them. 

“Our children who are in their 30s and less¬ 
er have been very lucky to have been brought 
up by a Filipina babysitter who serves as a 
teacher and caregiver with a mother’s touch. 
She treats babies like her own or perhaps 
even better than her own. 

“Some may disagree with me here, recall¬ 
ing a certain incident with a Filipina worker. 
They might be right because a rule must have 
some anomalies in it. Therefore, what I have 
described here might not apply to all Filipi¬ 
nos; there is no doubt about that. 

“I deeply regret the current situation be¬ 
tween our country and the Republic of Phil¬ 
ippines. That country is protesting the ill- 
treatment and abuse her people are facing in 
Kuwait to such an extent that President Du- 
terte has threatened to ban sending Filipino 
workers to Kuwait. 

“I think President Duterte is right to fear 
for his people. He is concerned for their safe¬ 
ty and dignity because we unfortunately have 
some people who are very abusive to their 
domestic workers or any other worker. We 
have nothing in our laws that enable work¬ 
ers to submit a complaint to the concerned 
authorities to preserve their life, dignity and 
humanity. The government is required to do 
its duty and protect expatriates of all nation¬ 
alities at all levels. If it is unable to do so, it 
must not bring them to Kuwait.” 

□ □ □ 

“It is not difficult for someone who steals 
or embezzles KD 33 million to pay a bribe 
of KD 1 million to the one who helps him 
escape from Kuwait,” Talal Al-Saeed wrote 
for Al-Seyassah daily. 

“In brief, the thieves gave up a small sum 
for keeping most of the stolen money. This 
small sum was the price of their freedom and 
prosperity not only for themselves but also 
for their children and grandchildren as well. 

“Certainly, it cannot be just one thief who 
managed to leave Kuwait despite the travel 
ban imposed on him, and he will not be the 
last one to do so as long as there are traitor¬ 
ous employees at the borders to facilitate his 
escape either via seas to Iran or the airport 
or truck heading to Iraq or via the Kuwaiti- 
Saudi borders without an exit seal on his 
passport. In all these cases, the crime will not 
succeed without the help of dishonest em¬ 
ployees who help the thief. 

“Now, the thief we are referring to here is 
a Syrian millionaire who managed to escape 
despite a travel ban issued against him. He 
was arrested by the Interpol and he will be 
brought back to Kuwait for investigations 
on the way he managed to escape from Ku¬ 
wait. Will the full names of he and those who 
helped him escape be revealed or they will be 
identified only by the initials of their names? 

“Actually, the arrest of the criminal by the 
Interpol is not the most important part of the 
issue. What is really important is the way he 
escaped despite the travel ban. It is a fact that 
we have not heard any stories about border 
employees who refused bribes or called the 
investigations department to trap a briber. 

“This issue is really serious. The briber 
who pays such large sums of money is escap¬ 
ing from a huge crime. He could be a mem¬ 
ber of a criminal network that can be arrested 
if he is arrested first. The solution is to tackle 
the corrupt environment, and not limiting to 
just the arrest of one or two involved employ¬ 
ees.” 

— Compiled by Zaki Taleb 



Al-Diwan 


List of deportees eyed 

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: A security source said the 
Assistant Undersecretary for Public Security Affairs at 
the Ministry of Interior Major-General Ibrahim Al-Tarrah 
has given instmctions to security managers in all the 
govemorates of Kuwait and security chiefs to send him 
the list of residence law violators, reports Al-Anba daily. 

He also wants the names of absconders included in 
that list to prepare their deportation from the country in 
public interest. 



A WELL KNOWN TYRES AND SPAREPARTS 
COMPANY IN KUWAIT REQUIRES: 


1. OUTDOOR SALESMAN- LUBRICANTS 

(with Knowledge of oil and lubricants.) 

2. OUTDOOR SALESMAN - TYRES 

(PCRJBR.OTR) 

The Ideal candidates should have 

• Minimum of 3 years' experience in a similar role 

• Transferrable residency in Kuwait 

• Valid driving license in Kuwait. 

Applicants can send their CV's mentioning 
the job title in subject line to 


opportunitiesakg@gmail.com 


NATIONAL COMPANY OF THE HIGHWAYS OF MOROCCO (ADM) 

OPEN INVITATION TO TENDER 
N* 109/17/S 

^ Widening of Casablanca Bypass Highway to 2 x 3 lanes 

and the Casablanca-Berrechid Highway 

— NOTICE RECTIFICATION 


The qualifications and classifications to be produced by national candidates are modified 
as follows: 

For tots rTI, 2 & 3 : 


Sector 

Qualification 

Rank 

B- Road works 

B1-Conventional road earthworks 

B3-Road sewerage engineering structures and 
environmental treatment 

B5-Untreated sub-base and surface dressing 

B6- Treated sub-base and hot mix 

S 

□-Construction of engineering 
structures 

□ 1 — Conventional reinforced concrete 
engineering structures 

1 


Otherwise, according to the old qualification and classification system: 


Sector 

Qualification 

Rank 

2-Road works 

2.1 and 2.12 

2.2 or 2.14 

2.3 or 2.15 

1 

22-Construction of engineering structures 

22.1 

1 


For the lot n°4 : 


Sector 

Qualification 

Rank 

B- Road works 

B1-Conventional road earthworks 

B3-Road sewerage engineering structures and 
environmental treatment 

B5-Untreated sub-base and surface dressing 

B6- Treated sub-base and hot mix 

S 

D-Construction of engineering 
structures 

D1 — Conventional reinforced concrete 

engineering structures 

2 


Otherwise, according to the old qualification and classification system: 


Sector 

Qualification 

Rank 

2-Road works 

2.1 and 2.12 

2.2 or 2.14 

2.3 or 2.15 

1 

22-Construction of engineering structures 

22.1 

2 


Consult our invitations to tender notices at: www.adm.oo.ma. 
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Other Voices 


Need for little gratitude 


By Ahmad Al-Sarraf 

R eader Shawn said she enjoys read¬ 
ing my articles when I criticize those 
who say tilings which she finds inappro¬ 
priate and this is her right and the right 
of millions of others who work among us 
and make living easy in Kuwait. 

She added that healthcare is expensive, 
and other things too, which can be under¬ 
stood in light of the scarcity of state re¬ 
sources, but she cannot understand all this 
hostile atmosphere, undesirable behavior 
against her and all honest and loyal peo¬ 
ple working in Kuwait. 

Some always still 
insist on reminding 
that ‘they’ are expa¬ 
triates, and that they 
should be grateful 
for Kuwait’s ac¬ 
ceptance of them. 

She says such 
behavior has a 
negative impact on 
the psyche and pro¬ 
ductivity of the resi¬ 
dents; and the price Al-Sarraf 
is paid by everyone. 

She also says she saw how wonderful and 
loving people have left Kuwait to work 
elsewhere in other parts of the world 
because of the unjustified psychologi¬ 
cal pressure they were subjected to, and 
because they felt their presence was not 
welcome. 

She says she has been working in the 
field of education for 12 years. She came 
to Kuwait with the intention of working 
for one year and then move on to another 
country, but fate kept her in Kuwait and 
she made Kuwait her second home. 

Shawn is European and in Kuwait she 
earns a little more than what she would in 
her home country, but her sense of secu¬ 
rity and friendship made her stay longer 
than she had planned. 

She went on to say, she felt very sad 


over the past few years because of the 
continued feelings of hostility and arro¬ 
gance of some ‘people’. She was serious¬ 
ly considering leaving her second home 
after she discovered what she is doing is 
not being appreciated. 

She added the article which I wrote 
about the role of expatriates made her feel 
comfortable and happy, and that there are 
those who appreciate her work and re¬ 
spect her presence, although they don’t 
know her personally. 

Reader Mohammad Jawad said ‘hats 
off to you’ and for what I wrote about the 
vital role of residents in the progress and 
reconstruction of Kuwait. 

Lavinia says that what I wrote was the 
most beautiful thing she has ever read in 
the Kuwait press. 

Chandy, with eyes filled with tears, 
wrote to me, because she felt that there is 
at least one citizen who decided to thank 
the residents and appreciates what they 
had ‘given’ him over the years. 

She might have overcome with despair 
because she lost her mother recently. Her 
mother came to Kuwait in 1962, and that 
until the last day of her life was not hap¬ 
py. There are countless others who have 
written about various issues. 

I do not write this to boast or criticize, 
but to show that those who live among 
us have their dignity and feelings. They 
are human beings like us and often bet¬ 
ter than us. Why not treat them with an 
iota of decency to show humanitarian 
side and get the best they can give us, and 
draw a smile on their faces? 

I lived and worked in Britain for years 
a dignified life, enjoyed all my rights and 
there was no reason not to be treated like 
them, fully aware that they do not need 
me as much as we need our residents 
which makes them deserve better treat¬ 
ment. 

□ □ □ 

email: habibi.enta1@gmail.com 



Court Cases 


Petitions on hold 

‘Stormers’ case with top judge 


By Jaber Al-Hamoud 

Al-Seyassah Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: The office of the 
Special Public Prosecutor recently com¬ 
pleted its legal opinion concerning the case 
famously known as “storming of the par¬ 
liament”, and referred it to the Head of the 
Court of Cassation Judge Ahmad Al-Ajeel 
who will set up a date for consultations on 
the appeal and requests made by the defense 
to suspend the verdict issued in this regard. 

According to informed sources, the pros¬ 
ecution has settled on nullifying the verdict 
of the Court of Appeals based on the fact 
that the defense was unable to legally argue 
the case at the court. 

The registrar office of the Court of Cassa¬ 
tion Sunday stopped receiving petitions in this 
regard due to end of the legal period for sub¬ 
mitting petitions. It has set next Sunday for re¬ 
ceiving requests for suspension of the verdict. 

The Public Prosecution has submitted 
two petitions, while petitions were submit¬ 
ted on behalf of many of the defendants 
through their lawyers. 

In their petitions, the defendants had 
faulted the presence of security forces and 
armored personnel near the parliament 
building, which was in violation of the Con¬ 
stitution of Kuwait. 

They also faulted the report issued by the 
Public Prosecution which claimed that the 
National Assembly building is a building in 
the hands of the state, and demanded nul¬ 
lification of the supplementary accusation 
report and the appealed verdict which ac¬ 


quitted them. 

On the other hand, the Public Prosecution 
had requested tougher punishments to be 
imposed on those involved in the storming 
of the country’s National Assembly building 
in 2011. The defendants include current and 
former MPs and dozens of their supporters. 

The Court of Appeals had sentenced 28 
defendants to five-year imprisonment with 
hard labor for “using force and inciting 
unrest”. The court issued jail terms rang¬ 
ing from six months to three years with 
hard labor to 23 others “for their violent 
and criminal actions.” It also issued two- 
year jail terms with hard labor against 49 
other defendants for “inciting the police to 
revolt”. Five others who were accused of 
“mobbing and assaulting police officers” 
were sentenced to two-year imprisonment 
and ten defendants were sentenced to one- 
year jail terms. 

□ □ □ 

‘Morally damaged’: Attorney Eiaf ai- 
Saleh has filed a lawsuit to demand for tem¬ 
porary compensation of KD 5,001 from a 
divorcee and her mother who accused her 
client of molesting his own daughter. 

Al-Saleh affirmed she will protect her 
client’s right as this blatant false allegation 
offended and harmed him morally when 
news on the alleged molestation spread. 

She stressed the abhorrant course taken 
by the divorcee and her mother should be 
fiercely and decisively contested in court to 
serve as deterrent for those contemplating 
on defaming anyone. 



KFSD team, officials and workers pose for a picture at the site. 

KFSD team visits Al-Kout Mall project 


KFSD photo 


Deputy Director General of Fire Prevention 
Sector at Kuwait Fire Service Directorate 
(KFSD) Major General Khaled Abdullah Fa- 
had and his accompanying delegation paid 
an inspection tour of the new Al-Kout Mall 
project in Fahaheel area. 

According to a press release issued by 
KFSD, the visit was based on directives of 


KFSD Director General Lieutenant General 
Khalid Al-Mekrad to ensure compliance with 
the prevention measures and conditions by 
major projects in the country. 

Major General Abdullah Fahad was ac¬ 
companied by the Director of Ahmadi Fire 
Prevention Department Eng. Mohammad 
Boland, Supervisor of Inspection and Follow 


up Affairs Colonel Yousef Al-Sa’afak, Pro¬ 
ject Manager Colonel Ahmed Al-Jazaf and 
License Manager Lieutenant Colonel Saud 
Al-Ajmi. 

The new Al-Kout Mall is located on an area 
of 250,000 square meters and consists of 217 
commercial shops. It is considered as one of 
the biggest commercial projects in Kuwait. 


450 expats leave without fine, 
thousands to avail of amnesty 


Death for woman, lover in child murder 


US man acquitted in drugs case 

Jail for ex-govt officials in forgery 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: The 
Criminal Court has sentenced the 
former Assistant Undersecretary 
of the Ministry of Health to two 
years imprisonment with hard la¬ 
bor, reports Al-Jarida daily. 

He is convicted of forging a 
university certificate from the 
Arab Republic of Egypt for his 
son. 

Meanwhile, the Court of Ap¬ 
peals has overturned the verdict 
of the lower court which had sen¬ 
tenced a US citizen to five years 
imprisonment and fined him 
1,200 dinars, reports Al-Anba 
daily. 

The Appeals Court has acquit¬ 
ted the man of the charges of pos¬ 
sessing, trafficking and consum¬ 
ing psychotropic substances. 


Defense attorney Asil Saif said 
her client was acquitted after the 
investigations were declared null 
and void because the accused said 
he was not good in Arabic and no 
interpreter was provided for him 
during the interrogations. 

□ □ □ 

Polluting environment: The 

Criminal Court issued three ver¬ 
dicts over the past two months 
against seven people who were 
found guilty of polluting the en¬ 
vironment, reports Al-Rai daily. 

The seven included drivers of 
sewage tanks, trucks carrying de¬ 
bris and managers of companies 
who have contributed in the pol¬ 
lution of soil and sea. 

The sentences ranged from 


three years imprisonment to a 
20,000 dinars fine for each of 
the accused, while the Envi¬ 
ronment Public Authority has 
demanded 15 million dinars for 
damages. 

□ □ □ 

Al-Rifai charged: The Public 

Prosecution Department charged 
Al-Rifai for insulting the Shiite 
sect based on complaints filed by 
the Interior Ministry and some 
lawyers, reports Al-Jarida daily. 

The court concluded the action 
of Al-Rifai is in violation of the 
law and issued a verdict against 
him in absentia since he is out of 
the country. However, he has the 
right to appeal the verdict upon 
his return from abroad. 


By Munaif Nayef and 
Jaber Al-Hmoud 

Al-Seyassah Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: 
Due to the amnesty period 
that came into effect two 
days ago, thousands of ex¬ 
patriates who are in viola¬ 
tion of the residency law 
have been thronging the 
embassies of their coun¬ 
tries for receiving a tem¬ 
porary travel document 
“Laissez-passer”, which 
will allow them to travel 
without their passports. 

According to security sources, 
about 450 expatriates have so far 
benefited from the amnesty by ex¬ 
iting the country. 

The amnesty, which was declared 
by the Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Interior Sheikh Khaled 
Al-Jarrah, targets 154,000 individuals 
who are in violation of the residency 
law as per the records of the Immigra¬ 
tion Department of Ministry of Inte¬ 
rior. The amnesty is an opportunity for 
residency law violators to either exit 
the country without paying the rel¬ 
evant fines or rectify their residency 
status. Those who exit the country 
during the amnesty period from Jan 
29 to Feb 22 will be able to return to 
the country. 

The sources revealed that Kuwait 
International Airport, on the first day 
of the amnesty period, witnessed the 
exit of 200 expatriates who were in 
violation of the residency law, adding 
that 250 others left on the second day. 

However, the sources indicated that 
majority of those who travelled were 
unaware of the amnesty, stressing that 
the issuance of temporary travel docu¬ 
ment for those without their passports, 
which are usually in the possession of 
their sponsors, takes time. 

They explained that the amnesty 
also allows the residency law viola¬ 


tors to exit from any port or border. 
The immigration departments at the 
airport and land border checkpoints 
have the authority to carry out all 
necessary procedures for issuing exit 
clearance to residency law violators. 
However, those involved in pending 
criminal cases are not included in the 
amnesty, and can only exit the country 
after their cases have been settled. 

Agencies add: 

Death for murder: The Criminal 
Court has issued death sentence 
against a Kuwaiti woman and her 
friend who are convicted of the mur¬ 
der of her daughter. 

Lawyer Ali Al-Ali, who is repre¬ 
senting the father of the victim, said 
in a press release that the verdict 
should serve as a deterrent to anyone 
without a conscience and intends to 
commit such crimes. 

He urged the court to sentence the 
two defendants to death for the crime 


they are proven to have committed. 
According to the case file, the crime 
was discovered on August 5, 2017 
when the Kuwaiti woman notified the 
police about the death of her daughter 
inside her house in Adan area. 

A police officer from Mubarak 
Al-Kabeer Police Station rushed to 
the location along with paramed¬ 
ics. However, the paramedics, after 
confirming that the child is dead, 
refused to take the corpse due to the 
obvious marks on the child’s mark 
which indicated foul play. Forensic 
Medicine officers were summoned 
to the location and they recorded 
the traces of beatings on the neck, 
face and chest of the child as well as 
bums on her left arm. 

When securitymen interrogated 
the mother, she revealed that she is 
divorced and is in an affair with her 
friend. 

In an attempt to clear herself from 
any involvement in the crime, she 


said her boyfriend beat her daughter 
to death during a picnic. However, 
the second suspect indicated that 
the mother was also involved in the 
crime. 

□ □ □ 

Legal action vowed: The Kuwait 
Oil Company (KOC) said it works 
in total transparency in all areas of 
its work and is ready to clarify any 
disputed issues, reports Al-Seyassah 
daily. The company in a press state¬ 
ment said the KOC has set up a fact¬ 
finding committee on the issue of 
what it called ‘suspicious corruption 
activity’ following mmors spread by 
some sources. 

The committee, is headed by Dep¬ 
uty Chief Executive Officer for Com¬ 
mercial and Planning Affairs Emad 
Sultan, and comprises senior officials 
from the company. The committee has 
the mandate to operate independently 
in public interest and transparency. 
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News in Brief 


FM meets GCC chief: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister 
and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad 
Al-Sabah Wednesday met with visiting GCC Secretary- 
General Abdul-Latif Al-Zayani. 

During the meeting, they addressed action programs and 
plans for the GCC Secretariat’s sectors to put in place resolu¬ 
tions taken during the 38th GCC summit held in Kuwait on 
Dec 7, 2017, given that Kuwait holds the current rotating 
presidency of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). 

Several senior officials of the Kuwaiti Foreign Ministry 
were present at the meeting. (KUNA) 

□ □ □ 

Workers attacked: A Kuwaiti citizen was arrested for 
assaulting workers at a barber shop in a cooperative society 
as well as a Kuwaiti woman in her 60s for no apparent reason, 
reports Al-Rai daily. 

The workers at the barber shop were shocked when the 
citizen broke into the shop, started assaulting them, broke the 
glass of the shop’s facade and then attacked a Kuwaiti 
woman who was passing by. The workers refrained from 
filing a complaint but the woman insisted on doing so. 
Securitymen arrested the citizen and referred him to 
Psychology Medicine Hospital for treatment. 

□ □ □ 

Boy hurt in mishap: A 14-year old Kuwaiti boy sustained 
injuries when he was hit by a vehicle driven by an Asian 
expatriate in Sabahiya area, says Al-Seyassah. 

According to security sources, when the Operations Room 
of Ministry of Interior received information about the acci¬ 
dent, securitymen and paramedics mshed to the location to 
discover that a passerby had referred the boy to the hospital. 
The Asian expatriate who works as a driver was arrested. 
When questioned, he said the victim suddenly crossed the 
road in front of his vehicle and he was unable to stop his 
vehicle on time. Securitymen took necessary action. 

Meanwhile, a Kuwaiti citizen sustained injuries when his 
vehicle collided with another on Sixth Ring Road near Jleeb 
Al-Shuyoukh area. 

□ □ □ 

60 expats evacuated: Firemen from three fire stations 
mshed to a 10-floor residential apartment in Farwaniya and 
put out fire to an apartment on the third floor, reports 
Al-Shahed daily. 

According to fire sources, 60 expatriates were evacuated 
and one was rushed to a hospital for treatment of asphyxia¬ 
tion. 
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HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah with HH the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al- 

Sabah during a luncheon banquet held in his honor at Azayez Farm in Abdaly. 

Number of Filipino politicians 
criticize president’s decision 


Suspension should only be tied to cases of emergency 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: A 
number of Filipino politi¬ 
cians, writers and officials 
through the Philippine 
newspapers and media 
have criticized the Philip¬ 
pine president’s decision to 
suspend the employment of 
Filipino workers to Kuwait 
under the pretext of ‘viola¬ 
tions’ committed against 
Filipino workers, which 
have been denied by Ku¬ 
wait’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, reports Al-Qabas 
daily. 

The Manila Times published an 
article by writer Francisco S. Tatad 
in which he has strongly criticized 
the decision of the president and 
said: “In case of emergencies, af¬ 
fecting the safety and well-being 
of the public as a whole, the gov¬ 
ernment may suspend the post¬ 
ing of Overseas Filipino Workers 
(OPWs) in a certain destination. 

“This happened in places like Libya 
during the Arab Spring. But it is absurd 
to threaten the recall of all OFWs in a 


particular jurisdiction just because of 
one or two incidents in which the state 
as such had absolutely no involvement. 

“Kuwait is a country of 4.2 million 
people, of whom 1.3 million are Ku¬ 
waitis, and 2.9 million expatriates. Of 
the 2.9 million, an estimated 250,000 
are Filipinos. Should any Filipino ever 
figure in any crime, whether as perpe¬ 
trator or as victim, the first thing our 
government should do is to investigate 
and determine all the facts before mak¬ 
ing a statement,” Tatad added. 

Philippine News quoted an unnamed 
senior diplomat as saying: “I disagreed 
with the Philippine government’s han¬ 
dling of the Philippine employment is¬ 
sue in Kuwait, and that the president or 
any other government official may be 
ill-advised in making hasty pronounce¬ 
ments without prior consultations with 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
the Government of Kuwait. 

The Inquirer Newspaper went a mile 
further and published an article by Tess 
E. Manzano, under the title ‘Stopping 
the Filipinos from leaving’ in which he 
strongly criticized the decision of the 
Philippine President who called on the 
workers in Kuwait to return to their 
homeland. 

Manzano said: “Wasn’t it only some 
decades ago during the Iraq war when 
our government offered to repatriate 
Filipino housekeepers with a major¬ 
ity of them preferring to stay in those 


Muslim countries?” 

“Is it lack of education or of infor¬ 
mation about abusive foreign employ¬ 
ers that drives so many Filipinos to 
slavery overseas? Doesn’t it denote a 
lack of faith and hope in this nation’s 
leaders for countless women to leave 
their families to work in danger zones 
abroad?” he asked. 

“Has a study been made to see how 
our economy would fare if remittances 
were to end,” he wondered. 

A group of recruitment agencies in 
Manila has warned of a massive drop 
in dollar remittances amounting to 
over $1.3 billion if the government 
pushes through with a permanent de¬ 
ployment ban of OFWs to Kuwait. 
Over 270,000 documented workers are 
now employed in Kuwait. 

A permanent deployment ban will 
also harm our friendly relations with 
the Gulf countries such as Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Bahrain, UAE, Qatar and Yemen 
which together play host to 1.5 million 
Filipinos who bring in the bulk of our 
dollar remittances yearly to almost $28 
billion. 

The families of the 270,000 work¬ 
ers in Kuwait are apprehensive over 
the continuous barrage of statements 
from President Rodrigo Duterte that 
he would not hesitate to issue a per¬ 
manent deployment ban to Kuwait if 
the Filipino workers are not treated 
humanely. 
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Kuwaitis without 
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in the university, we visited a school¬ 
mate belonging to the royal family. 
We sat in a shaded backyard and there 
was a pool in front of us. We suddenly 
saw a lady with Asian features walk¬ 
ing beside the pool while holding the 
younger brother of our host Sheikh. 

We were surprised by the view of a 
nanny who looked different from the 
ones we see in our houses among the 
domestic workers, most of them were 
from Arab countries or the Indian pen¬ 
insula at the time. 

Our schoolmate Sheikh told us that 
she, the nanny, is from the Philippines. 
We were surprised up to the point of 
saying, “Definitely, Sheikh has a lot of 
money to bring a nanny from the Phil¬ 
ippines.” 

Days went by and our sisters in 
humanity from the Philippines filled 
our houses, hospitals, beauty parlors, 
health and medical centers and ev¬ 
ery aspect of our lives. Despite their 
huge number, all we hear about them 
is good reputation, hygiene, discipline 
and sincerity at work. 

We cannot imagine ourselves living 
without them after all these years of 
pampering just because of some sick 
people amongst us. They are the ones 
who are not dealing with these humans 
like humans in terms of their living 
conditions, wages, privileges, vaca¬ 
tions and days off which they deserve. 

In fact, some deal with the female 
ones with the ‘slavery’ mentality (God 
forbid). This is the cause of Duterte’s 
fury over us alone, not the other GCC 
countries where the number of Filipi- 
nas is much greater than those in Ku¬ 
wait. 

We hold the government, security 
and justice agencies responsible for 
not enforcing the law on those who 
abuse and violate simple laws of hu¬ 
manity; who are individuals affiliated 
to every Kuwaiti, given that major¬ 
ity of them deal with their employees 
fondly and humanely, simply because 
they cannot or rather it is difficult to 
live without them. 


KPC plans 
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fast-emerging oil superpowers, the 
United States and Brazil. 

Adsani also told the conference that 
KPC intended to lift domestic oil re¬ 
fining capacity to 2.0 million bpd by 
2035, while ensuring maximum off¬ 
take of domestic heavy oil production 
and taking into consideration the need 
to meet local energy demand. 

KPC recently began a pre-feasibility 
study to lift refining capacity inside 
Kuwait by almost 300,000 bpd, he 
said without elaborating. Capacity was 
estimated at 936,000 bpd in 2015, ac¬ 
cording to the US Energy Information 
Administration. 

The company intends to expand into 
downstream derivative and specialty 
petrochemical products at facilities 
inside and outside the country, Adsani 
added. 

Meanwhile, non-associated natural 
gas production in Kuwait is to increase 
to 2.5 billion cubic feet per day in 
2040, from 0.5 billion cfd expected in 
April 2018 and 1 billion cfd by 2023, 
Adsani said. 

As part of efforts to reduce emis¬ 
sions of harmful gases, KPC’s future 
power plants will be gas-fired, al¬ 
though it will use renewable energy 
when that makes commercial sense, he 
added. 


MPs renew 
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stressing the need to hold accountable 
those proven to have neglected their 
duties. 

Meanwhile, MP Riyadh Al-Adsani, 
who spoke at the session against the 
no-confidence motion, said: “Today, I 
stand up to defend the truth. I will re¬ 
spond to all controversies surrounding 
the documents I have. Everyone knows 
that the State Audit Bureau confirmed 
in its report that the minister has start¬ 
ed rectifying errors in the ministry.” 

He added the minister referred the 
social aid file to the Attorney General, 
addressed the visa trading issue, and 
continues to fight against those who 
tarnished the reputation of Kuwait in 
the international community. 

He affirmed the minister took le¬ 
gal procedures in handling the affairs 
of people with special needs. “We do 
not tolerate corruption. They grilled 
the minister because she stopped the 
disbursement of social aid to 66 dead 
people,” he asserted. 

He said he would have been the first 
to vote in favor of the no-confidence 
motion if it was proven that there are 
financial irregularities in cooperative 
societies. 

On the other hand, MP Osama Al- 
Shaheen, who voted in favor of the 
no-confidence motion, explained he 
is against the minister’s policies and 
decisions concerning vital sectors 
like the cooperative societies, special 
needs, workers in private companies, 
housewives and social aid beneficia¬ 
ries. 

He hopes the minister will be com¬ 
mitted in overseeing mega projects, 
major contractors, negotiators and in¬ 
fluential persons. 

He added the interpellation and no- 
confidence motions convey a certain 
message to the minister, her successor 
and the officials in affiliate bodies that 
Sharia Law and national legislation 
should be applied properly for the ben¬ 
efit of the disabled, cooperative soci¬ 
eties, mothers, widows and the needy 
among others. 


South Yemen 
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delivered) via United Nations agencies 
and Kuwaiti charities. 

“Moreover, the State of Kuwait 


has launched development schemes 
through Kuwait Fund for Arab Eco¬ 
nomic Development (KFAED), ex¬ 
ceeding $400 million to finance devel¬ 
opment projects in brotherly Yemen. 

“However, flare-up of the fighting 
and conditions’ deterioration have led 
to cessation of these projects’ execu¬ 
tion for which funds have been ear¬ 
marked.” The Deputy Foreign Minster 
added that Kuwait will resume the hu¬ 
manitarian action once conditions have 
been stabilized for sake of contributing 
to the forecast reconstruction, as part 
of the international community efforts 
to rebuild the infrastructure and other 
facilities demolished in the conflict. 

Three days of deadly clashes be¬ 
tween southern Yemeni separatists 
and an internationally recognised 
government based in the port of Aden 
subsided on Wednesday after fighters 
handed back two military bases they 
had seized, residents said. 

The detente followed mediation by 
a Saudi-led military coalition, which is 
trying to halt the worst infighting yet 
among its allies in a wider war against 
the Houthi movement that controls 
northern Yemen, including the capital 
Sanaa. 

The separatists aim to restore the 
independent state of Southern Yemen, 
which united with northern Yemen 
in 1990. They have fought alongside 
forces of the government of Presi¬ 
dent Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi, but 
rose up this week and seized control 
of Aden after Hadi refused to sack his 
prime minister. 

The Aden-based government and 
the separatists are both allies of the 
Saudi-led coalition, although the sepa¬ 
ratists are seen as friendlier with the 
United Arab Emirates while Hadi’s 
main patron is Saudi Arabia, where he 
lives in exile. 

Separatist military units gained full 
control of Aden on Tuesday with the 
exception of a fortified presidential 
palace housing the prime minister’s 
cabinet. But the fighters ceded two 
bases later on Tuesday. 

“Government institutions were 
handed back and the (southern) mili¬ 
tias withdrew,” a government source 
told Reuters. 

Residents reported that banks and 
businesses reopened on Wednesday 
as traffic resumed on the streets after 
many people spent days indoors flee¬ 
ing from combat which killed at least 
20 fighters. 

The separatist leader Aidaroos 
al-Zubaidi, speaking on Tuesday to 
France 24 Arabic TV, said his side re¬ 
mained loyal to Hadi and had no plans 
to quit the battle against the Houthis. 

“We’ve asked the president... to fire 
the government and appoint a caretak¬ 
er government in its place,” Zubaidi 
said. “We ask the Arab coalition to 
take control and assume its duty to this 
people and these bad conditions.” 

The conflict has pushed Yemen, al¬ 
ready one of the Arab world’s poorest 
countries, toward humanitarian col¬ 
lapse as hunger and disease spread. 

The UN refugee agency (UNHCR) 
said on Wednesday that the latest 
fighting had hindered access to people 
in need. 

“UNHCR emergency aid distribu¬ 
tions and humanitarian assessments 
planned this week for vulnerable, 
displaced Yemenis have now been 
postponed and UNHCR humanitarian 
cargo remains at Aden port unable to 
be released,” the group said. 

Yemeni ministers were holed up in 
Aden’s presidential palace on Wednes¬ 
day after separatist forces seized effec¬ 
tive control of the southern port city, 
dealing another blow to the country’s 
embattled government. 

The United Nations agency for hu¬ 
manitarian affairs reported a “cautious 
calm” in the city, but damage to aid 
distribution channels and donor nation 
confidence had already been inflicted. 

Kuwait’s Deputy Foreign Minister 
Khaled Al-Jarallah said the infight¬ 
ing in Yemen’s de facto capital had 
prompted his country to halt multi-mil¬ 
lion dollar development programmes. 

In Aden, pro-separatist forces 
backed by the UAE known as the “se¬ 
curity belt” fanned out across the city 
after three days of fighting that left 38 
people dead. 

The United Arab Emirates and Sau¬ 
di Arabia have backed the beleaguered 
government of President Hadi since in¬ 
tervening against Shiite Houthi rebels 
in Yemen’s civil war in March 2015. 

But the Arab allies, whose military 
coalition was launched to roll back 
rebel gains and restore Yemen’s “legit¬ 
imate” government to power in Sanaa, 
have not intervened to prop up Hadi 
against his separatist rivals. 

The coalition has instead urged the 
separatists to exercise restraint and 
called on the government to weigh up 
the demands of its rivals. 

While Yemen’s president resides in 
the Saudi capital, the power struggle 
in the anti-Houthi camp has left Prime 
Minister Ahmed bin Dagher and a 
number of senior government figures 
holed up in the Aden presidential pal¬ 
ace. 

A high-ranking military source said 
the separatists had also taken over bin 
Dagher’s office chief overnight. 

The UN Office for the Coordination 
of Humanitarian Affairs, or OCHA, 
said staff were able to work a half day 
Wednesday, citing a “cautious calm” 
after separatists seized most of the city 
from government loyalists. 

“Some shops have re-opened in the 
city and civilians have been able to 
move out of their homes to stock up 
on essential supplies,” it said, adding 
however that most schools remained 
closed and entry points for aid cut off. 

“There are still no humanitarian 
flights or vessels into or out of Aden. 
The VOS Apollo is still anchored in in¬ 
ternational waters off the Aden coast,” 
OCHA said. 

At least 38 people have been killed 
and 222 wounded in Aden since Sun¬ 
day, according to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross. 

The UN earlier Wednesday raised 
alarm bells over the impact of the 
violent standoff on more than 40,000 
Yemenis recently displaced to Aden, 
saying planned aid distributions had 
been postponed with cargo stuck at 
Aden port. 

Since 2015, Aden had served as a 


refuge for tens of thousands of Ye¬ 
menis fleeing conflict in their home¬ 
towns across the country, as the Sau¬ 
di-backed government battled Houthi 
rebels allied with Iran. 

Kuwait — which according to its 
deputy foreign minister has pledged 
$100 million to UN aid agencies in Ye¬ 
men and another $400 million through 
its own development fund — has sus¬ 
pended its contributions in light of the 
recent fighting. 

“What is happening in Aden is re¬ 
grettable and painful,” Khaled Al- 
Jarallah told the Kuwait Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry. 

“Meaningless and unjustified 
fighting will only worsen Yemen’s 
wounds,” he said, calling on all parties 
to restore calm. 

Separatists, mainly based in Aden, 
have gained traction since April in 
their push for self-rule, accusing 
Hadi’s government of corruption and 
demanding the reinstatement of South 
Yemen under a Southern Transitional 
Council. 

In his first public appearance since 
the clashes erupted, STC chief Aida- 
rouss al-Zoubeidi stressed the sepa¬ 
ratists were still fighting alongside 
the Arab military coalition, which has 
staunchly backed Hadi for three years 
against the Houthi rebels. 

“We have warned this failure of a 
government time and again that the 
economic situation in the south in 
particular, and Yemen in general, was 
unbearable and that they had no choice 
but to heed the demands of the people 
of Aden, and of Yemen,” Zoubeidi 
told France24 via satellite link. 

He declined to confirm the STC had 
its sights set on forming its own gov¬ 
ernment, saying: “the people of south 
Yemen have the right to determine 
their own future when the international 
community responds”. 

The clashes have sparked fears of 
a repeat of South Yemen’s 1986 civil 
war, a failed socialist coup which 
killed thousands in just six days and 
helped pave the way for the 1991 uni¬ 
fication of South and North Yemen. 

The separatists, who enjoy popular 
support and are backed by some regu¬ 
lar troops, rapidly gained control over 
all but one district in Aden since Sun¬ 
day. 
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reports of rising civilian casualties. 

On Wednesday, French 
President Emmanuel Macron 
warned he would have a “real 
problem” with Turkey’s inter¬ 
vention if it turned into a full¬ 
blown “invasion.” (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

SOCHI, Russia: Russia’s show¬ 
piece Syria congress aimed to 
bring seven years of war closer to 
an end Tuesday, but closed with¬ 
out a significant breakthrough 
after a string of boycotts and last- 
minute cancellations. 

Around 1,400 delegates at¬ 
tended the meeting in the Black 
Sea resort of Sochi, as part of a 
broader push by regime-backer 
Moscow to consolidate its in¬ 
fluence in the Middle East and 
start hammering out a political 
solution to the conflict. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

LONDON: An Iranian-American 
dual citizen and his wife have been 
sentenced to 27 and 16 years in jail 
respectively, the husband said in a 
letter from prison published on hu¬ 
man rights websites. 

Karan Vafadari, a US citizen, 
and Afarin Neyssari, a US perma¬ 
nent resident, were arrested in July 
2016. They own an art gallery, and 
they were first accused of host¬ 
ing parties for foreign diplomats 
and possessing alcoholic drinks at 
home. (RTRS) 

□ □ □ 

CAIRO: An Egyptian court has 
sentenced 19 Muslim defendants 
to a one-year suspended sen¬ 
tence for attacking an unlicensed 
church south of Cairo. 

Wednesday’s sentence was 
handed down in Atfih misdemea¬ 
nor court. The defendants will not 
have to serve prison time unless 
they get into trouble again. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

GENEVA: The UN human rights 
office said Wednesday that 206 
companies — mostly Israeli and 
American — are facing a re¬ 
view of their business practices 
involving Israeli settlements, 
which are considered illegal un¬ 
der international law. 

In the long-awaited report, the 
office said more resources were 
needed to handle the complex and 
unprecedented task of compiling 
what some critics call an unfair 
“blacklist” and a sign of alleged 
anti-Israel bias at the UN. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

TEL AVIV: The United States 

pledged continued support for 
Lebanon’s military on Wednes¬ 
day, calling it a potential counter¬ 
weight to Iranian-backed Hezbol¬ 
lah, even as Israel said the two 
forces were indistinguishable and 
fair game in any future war. 

Such a public difference of 
opinion between two close allies 
was remarkable enough, but espe¬ 
cially so as it was sounded by offi¬ 
cials at the same event - an Israeli 
security conference. (RTRS) 

□ □ □ 

WASHINGTON: One person was 
killed when a train carrying US 
lawmakers to a retreat in West 
Virginia slammed into a garbage 
tmck Wednesday, the White 
House said, adding that no mem¬ 
bers of Congress were hurt. 

“There is one confirmed fatal¬ 
ity and one serious injury. There 
are no serious injuries among 
members of Congress or their 
staff,” White House press sec¬ 
retary Sarah Sanders said in a 
statement, adding that President 
Donald Trump has been briefed 
on the accident. (AFP) 
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Budget 


Deadlock deflates hopes 

Talks bogged down by 
immigration and deficit 

WASHINGTON, Jan 31, (AP): A week after a stand¬ 
off forced a three-day government shutdown, con¬ 
gressional budget talks remain bogged down by 
Democrats’ demands to protect “Dreamer” immi¬ 
grants and GOP conservatives’ concerns about a 
booming federal deficit. 

The deadlock is deflating hopes that lawmakers 
will reach a breakthrough before another shutdown 
deadline next week. 

At risk are up to $80 billion in increases for the 
Pentagon this year alone, and nearly as much money 
for domestic programs. Almost $100 billion worth of 

overdue assistance for hurri¬ 
cane-slammed Puerto Rico, 
Texas and Florida is being held 
up. 

The knot involves about 
$1.2 billion in agency operat¬ 
ing budgets for the fiscal year 
that began in October, along 
with hurricane relief, President 
Donald Trump’s $18 billion- 
plus border wall, and other 
odds and ends. 

The measure has been hung 
up for months as lawmakers in 
both parties struggle first with a deal to increase tight 
limits on spending that are left over from a failed 2011 
budget agreement. It takes both Republicans and 
Democrats to lift the limits, called spending “caps” in 
Capitol-speak. But talks have proceeded slowly and 
are now awaiting agreement on legislation to address 
younger immigrants currently protected from deporta¬ 
tion under the soon-to-expire Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program, or DACA. 

But there are other problems afoot. Conservatives 
say Republican and Democratic proposals on the table 
would balloon the deficit, sending it over $1 trillion 
by next year. 

“That’s a non-starter for conservatives,” said Rep. 
Mark Meadows, R-N.C., chairman of the hard-right 
House Freedom Caucus. 

The House Tuesday instead passed — for the third 
time — a $659 billion Pentagon funding measure. The 
bill would break the existing budget cap for defense 
by $73 billion — almost $20 billion more than the 
budget Trump proposed last year. The 250-166 vote 
House vote broke mostly along party lines. 

The move was aimed at turning up the heat on 
Senate Democrats, several of whom face difficult re- 
election bids in states won by Trump. 



Meadows 



New York Attorney General Eric Schneiderman joins Dreamers and recent immigrants for a news conference after a 
DACA (Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals) hearing at a Brooklyn court on Jan 30, in New York City. (AFP) 


America 


Senate takes rare path: For the first 

time in nearly 30 years, the Senate has 
confirmed a judicial nominee without a 
seal of approval from a home state senator. 

The 56-42 vote Tuesday to confirm 
David Stras of Minnesota demonstrates 
anew Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell’s resolve in getting President 
Donald Trump’s judicial nominees con¬ 
firmed. 

The Republican-led Senate went ahead 
with a committee hearing and a vote for 
Stras despite one of his home state sena¬ 
tors, former Democratic Sen. A1 Franken, 
declining to return what is referred to as a 
“blue slip.” Franken’s replacement, Sen. 
Tina Smith, also opposed his confirmation 
to the US Court of Appeals for the Eighth 
Circuit. Franken had said he feared Stras 
would steer the already conservative court 
further right. Minnesota’s other senator, 
Democrat Amy Klobuchar, voted to con¬ 
firm Stras. 

The blue slip is a 100-year tradition 
designed to foster consultation between a 


president and senators about judicial nomi¬ 
nees from their home state. Over the years, 
senators could derail a vote by not return¬ 
ing their blue slip. The last time a judge 
was confirmed without two blue slips was 
1989. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

SC refuses to stop execution: The 

US Supreme Court on Tuesday night 
rejected two appeals from a Texas death 
row inmate, clearing the way for his execu¬ 
tion for the 1999 slaying of his ex-girl¬ 
friend while he already was on parole for 
killing his estranged wife. 



William Rayford, 64, would be the 
nation’s second inmate executed this year, 
both in Texas. He was convicted in the 
beating, stabbing and strangling death of 
44-year-old Carol Lynn Thomas Hall. 

Hall’s body was found about 300 feet 
(91 meters) inside a drainage pipe behind 
her home in the Oak Cliff area of Dallas. 
Her 11-year-old son also was stabbed in 
the attack but survived, and he testified 
against Rayford. Rayford’s lawyers lost 
two appeals before the high court to halt 
the execution, which was scheduled for 
around 6 pm CST but was delayed until 
appeals were resolved. 

They argued that his death sentence was 
tainted because his trail attorney in 2000 
improperly introduced the subject of race 
as a factor in prison violence while ques¬ 
tioning a prison expert during the punish¬ 
ment phase. Nadia Wood, a Dallas-based 
federal public defender, told the high court 
that in bringing it up, the trial lawyer 
implied “that people like Mr. Rayford — a 
black man — are the cause of the vio¬ 
lence.” (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

NY expands police cameras: The 

New York Police Department, the largest 


city police force in the United States, 
announced Tuesday that all patrol officers 
and detectives would be equipped with 
body cameras by the end of 2018. 

Officials said the rollout was a year 
ahead of schedule and expressed hope that 
it would be a decision replicated by other 
forces around the country, amid ongoing 
outcry over the deaths of unarmed — often 
African American 
— men at the 
hands of police in 
disputed circum¬ 
stances. 

New York’s 
police force began 
a body-camera 
pilot program in 
December 2014, 
six months after 
the death of father- 
of-six Eric Garner 
in a police choke- 
hold was among 

those that sparked nationwide protests. 

The acceleration of the program will see 
18,000 officers outfitted and trained by the 
end of the year, de Blasio said. Police 
commissioner James O’Neill said 2,200 
police officers currently wear the body 
cameras. The preliminary budget for the 
accelerated rollout includes $5.9 million 
this year, $12 million in 2019 and $9.5 
million in 2020, officials said. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

Mueller seeks to interview Corallo: 

Special counsel Robert Mueller is seeking 
to interview the former spokesman for 
President Donald Trump’s legal team as part 
of his investigation into alleged Russian 
meddling in the 2016 US presidential elec¬ 
tion, according to a person with knowledge 
of the matter. 

Mark Corallo was the spokesman for sev¬ 
eral weeks, representing Trump’s outside 
lawyers amid the federal and congressional 
Russia inquiries, until he resigned last sum¬ 
mer. No interview date has been set, accord¬ 
ing to the source, who asked not to be identi¬ 
fied given the ongoing investigation. 
Mueller’s team is also investigating whether 
there was any collusion between Moscow 
and the Trump campaign. 

Corallo’s departure in July came amid 
other staff changes and media reports that 
Trump’s legal team was reorganizing and 
considering ways to try to limit Mueller’s 
probe. 

US intelligence agencies have determined 
that Moscow worked to sway last year’s 
election to Trump. Moscow has denied any 
interference and Trump, a Republican, has 
said there was no collusion. 

Mueller, a former FBI director, was 
appointed in May to lead the federal investi¬ 
gation, which so far has resulted in guilty 
pleas from former Trump national security 
adviser Michael Flynn and former campaign 
aide George Papadopoulos. (RTRS) 
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US President Donald Trump delivers the State of the Union address at the US Capitol in Washington, DC, on Jan 30, 2018. (AFP) 


Brexit 


State of Union 


Finance ‘divisive issue’ 


US president summons country to a ‘new American moment’ of unity 


EU ‘rejects’ Brexit 
proposal for banks 

LONDON, Jan 31, (RTRS): European Commission 
officials have rejected the City of London’s proposal 
to strike a post-Brexit free trade deal on financial ser¬ 
vices, a major blow to Britain’s hopes of keeping full 
access to EU markets for one of the world’s top two 
financial centres. 

Since Britain voted to leave the EU 19 months ago, 
some of the world’s most powerful finance compa¬ 
nies in London have been searching for a way to pre¬ 
serve the existing cross-border flow of trading after it 
leaves the bloc in 2019. 

Officials from the European Union’s executive 
told British financiers in meetings in recent weeks 
they won’t agree to a deal that would allow finance 

companies to operate in each 
others’ markets without barri¬ 
ers because Britain has said it 
will leave the single market, 
according to two people who 
attended the meetings. 

The City’s plan proposed 
that Britain and the EU would 
allow cross border trade in fi¬ 
nancial services on the condi¬ 
tion that each side preserve 
regulatory standards in line 
with the best international 
standards. This model would be maintained by close 
co-operation between regulators and financial policy¬ 
makers. 

The proposals were the most detailed on how a 
long-term agreement on financial services with the 
EU may work after Brexit, with papers setting out 
how a pact could be structured and policed, and it 
has been endorsed by Britain’s Brexit minister David 
Davis. 

But EU officials are dismissive of any trade models 
that would see Britain retain similar levels of market 
access while leaving the single market regime. 

“They have made it very clear to us that this is un¬ 
acceptable to them,” said one senior British finance 
executive present at one of the meetings. “This was 
our best and frankly only proposal. We don’t have 
a plan B.” 

Sterling slipped against the dollar and euro on 
Wednesday on news of the rejection. 

Britain’s vast financial services looks set to be one 
of the most divisive areas in the Brexit negotiations, 
with Britain demanding a generous deal while the EU 
refuses to shift from its insistence that Britain’s red 
lines — such as ending the free movement of workers 
from the EU — make that impossible. 

Britain is currently home to the world’s largest 
number of banks and hosts the largest commercial 
insurance market. About six trillion euros ($7.47 tril¬ 
lion), or 37 percent, of Europe’s financial assets are 
managed in the UK capital, almost twice the amount 
of its nearest rival, Paris. 

In addition, London dominates Europe’s 5.2 tril¬ 
lion euro investment banking industry. 

But unless it can secure a trade deal, for all its geo¬ 
graphic proximity, Europe’s largest financial capital 
will end up adrift with the same access to the EU as 
other countries like Singapore. 

Britain’s finance minister Philip Hammond warned 
Europe last week that hurting London’s financial cen¬ 
tre would push business to New York and Singapore 
to the detriment of Europe as a whole, and he called 
for a bespoke trade deal with the EU. 

The rejection of the proposed trade deal represents 
a second setback for the City of London, which had 
initially pinned hopes on Britain maintaining “pass- 
porting” in financial services after Brexit. 

European Union negotiators see no room for dis¬ 
cussion with Britain on passporting, diplomats in 
Brussels said on Wednesday. 



Davis 


Trump warns of immigration peril, touts economy 


WASHINGTON, Jan 31, (AP): Address¬ 
ing a deeply divided nation, President 
Donald Trump summoned the country 
to a “new American moment” of unity 
in his first State of the Union address, 
challenging Congress to make good on 
long-standing promises to fix a fractured 
immigration system and warning darkly 
of evil forces seeking to undermine 
America’s way of life. 

Delivering his biggest speech of the 
year, this most polarizing of presidents 
sought to put the spotlight on a robust 
economy, while pointedly calling on a 
packed joint session of Congress to enact 
tough curbs on immigration. 

“Tonight, I call upon all of us to set 
aside our differences, to seek out com¬ 
mon ground, and to summon the unity 
we need to deliver for the people we 
were elected to serve,” he said. 

“Tonight, I want to talk about what 
kind of future we are going to have, and 
what kind of nation we are going to be. 
All of us, together, as one team, one peo¬ 
ple, and one American family.” 

Trump’s address Tuesday night blend¬ 
ed self-congratulation and calls for opti¬ 
mism amid a growing economy with om¬ 
inous warnings about deadly gangs, the 
scourge of dmgs and violent immigrants 
living in the United States illegally. He 
cast the debate over immigration — an 
issue that has long animated his most 
ardent supporters — as a battle between 
heroes and villains, leaning heavily on 
the personal stories of White House 
guests in the crowd. He praised a law en¬ 
forcement agent who arrested more than 
100 gang members, and he recognized 
the families of two alleged gang victims. 

He also spoke forebodingly of cata¬ 
strophic dangers from abroad, warning 
that North Korea would “very soon” 
threaten the United States with nuclear- 
tipped missiles. 

Greatest 

“The United States is a compassionate 
nation. We are proud that we do more 
than any other country to help the needy, 
the struggling and the underprivileged 
all over the world,” Trump said. “But as 
president of the United States, my high¬ 
est loyalty, my greatest compassion, and 
my constant concern is for America’s 
children, America’s struggling workers 
and America’s forgotten communities.” 

Trump addressed the nation with ten¬ 
sions running high on Capitol Hill. An 
impasse over immigration prompted a 
three-day government shutdown earlier 
this year, and lawmakers appear no clos¬ 
er to resolving the status of the “Dream¬ 
ers” — young people living in the US 


illegally ahead of a new Feb. 8 deadline 
for funding operations. The parties have 
also clashed this week over the plans of 
Republicans on the House intelligence 
committee to release a classified memo 
on the Russia investigation involving 
Trump’s presidential campaign — a 
decision the White House backs but the 
Justice Department is fighting. 

The controversies that have dogged 
Trump — and the ones he has created 
— have overshadowed strong economic 
gains during his first year in office. His 
approval ratings have hovered in the 30s 
for much of his presidency, and just 3 in 
10 Americans said the United States was 
heading in the right direction, according 
to a poll by The Associated Press-NORC 
Center for Public Affairs Research. In 
the same survey, 67 percent of Ameri¬ 
cans said the country was more divided 
because of Trump. 

At times, Trump’s address appeared 
to be aimed more at validating his first 
year in office than setting the course for 
his second. He devoted significant time 
to touting the tax overhaul he signed at 
the end of last year, promising the plan 
will “provide tremendous relief for the 
middle class and small businesses.” He 
also highlighted the decision made early 
in his first year to withdraw the US from 
a sweeping Asia-Pacific trade pact, de¬ 
claring: “The era of economic surrender 
is totally over.” 

Potential 

He spoke about potential agenda items 
for 2018 in broad terms, including a call 
for $1.5 trillion in new infrastructure 
spending and partnerships with states 
and the private sector. He touched only 
briefly on issues like health care that 
have been at the center of the Republican 
Party’s policy agenda for years. 

Tackling the sensitive immigration de¬ 
bate that has roiled Washington, Tmmp 
redoubled his recent pledge to offer a 
path to citizenship for 1.8 million young 
immigrants — but only as part of a pack¬ 
age that would also require increased 
funding for border security, including a 
wall along the US-Mexico border, end¬ 
ing the nation’s visa lottery method and 
revamping the current legal immigration 
system. Some Republicans are wary of 
the hardline elements of Trump’s plan 
and it’s unclear whether his blueprint 
could pass Congress. 

“Americans are dreamers too,” Tmmp 
said, in an apparent effort to reclaim the 
term used to describe the young immi¬ 
grants in the US illegally. 

A former New York Democrat, the 
president also played to the culture wars 


that have long illuminated American 
politics, alluding to his public spat with 
professional athletes who led protests 
against racial injustice by kneeling dur¬ 
ing the national anthem, declaring that 
paying tribute to the flag is a “civic duty.” 

Republicans led multiple rounds of 
enthusiastic applause during the speech, 
but for the opposition party it was a more 
somber affair. Democrats provided a 
short spurt of polite applause for Tmmp 
as he entered the chamber, but offered 
muted reactions throughout the speech. 
A cluster of about two dozen Democrats, 
including members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus, remained planted firmly 
in their seats, staring sternly at the presi¬ 
dent and withholding applause. 

The are of Tmmp’s 80-minute speech 
featured the personal stories of men and 
women who joined first lady Melania 
Tmmp in the audience. The guests in¬ 
cluded a New Mexico policeman and his 
wife who adopted a baby from parents 
who suffered from opioid addiction, and 
Ji Seong-ho, a defector from North Ko¬ 
rea and outspoken critic of the Kim Jong- 
un government. 

Terrorist 

On international affairs, Trump 
warned of the dangers from “rogue re¬ 
gimes,” like Iran and North Korea, ter¬ 
rorist groups, like the Islamic State, and 
“rivals” like China and Russia “that 
challenge our interests, our economy 
and our values.” Calling on Congress 
to lift budgetary caps and boost spend¬ 
ing on the military, Trump said that “un¬ 
matched power is the surest means of our 
defense.” 

Trump’s biggest foreign policy an¬ 
nouncement of the night concerned the 
Guantanamo Bay detention center, which 
former President Barack Obama tried but 
failed to close. Reversing Obama’s poli¬ 
cy, Tmmp said he’d signed an executive 
order Tuesday directing the Pentagon to 
keep the prison open while re-examining 
the military’s policy on detention. 

Trump said he was also asking Con¬ 
gress to ensure the US had needed 
powers to detain Islamic State group 
members and other “terrorists wherever 
we chase them down,” though it was 
unclear whether he was referring to a 
new war powers authorization or some 
other mechanism. Tmmp also said he 
wanted Congress to pass a law ensuring 
US foreign aid goes only “to America’s 
friends” — a reference to his frustration 
at US aid recipients that voted at the UN 
to rebuke his decision to recognize Jeru¬ 
salem as Israel’s capital. 

Mrs. Trump arrived at the Capitol 


ahead of her husband to attend a recep¬ 
tion with guests of the White House, but 
she rode back to the White House with 
him. It was the first time she was seen 
publicly with the president following a 
report that his lawyer arranged a payment 
to a pom star, Stormy Daniels, to prevent 
her from talking about an alleged affair. 
Daniels denied the affair in a new state¬ 
ment released hours before the speech. 

Tmmp made no mention of the federal 
probe into whether his campaign collud¬ 
ed with Russia in the 2016 presidential 
election, a controversy that is dogging 
his presidency. Tmmp has denied col¬ 
lusion and has called the probe a “witch 
hunt.” 

The speech was short on details about 
Tmmp’s policy proposals. 

Sober 

But his sober, measured approach 
was welcomed by the public. A CNN/ 
SSRS snap poll said 48 percent of those 
surveyed had a “very positive” response 
to the speech and 22 percent “somewhat 
positive.” 

There was little sign of unity inside 
the House of Representatives chamber 
where Trump spoke. Republican law¬ 
makers cheered wildly at the president’s 
applause lines. Democrats often sat in 
their seats silently and many booed when 
he laid out his immigration proposals. 

Soaring stock prices under President 
Donald Trump have boosted inves¬ 
tor portfolios and corporate profits but 
have not eased the economic anxieties 
of middle-class families, Massachusetts 
Rep Joe Kennedy III said Tuesday night 
in the Democratic response to Tmmp’s 
first State of the Union address. 

In calling on Americans to reject the 
“chaos” of the Tmmp era, Kennedy 
also outlined a Democratic vision that 
promises a “better deal for all who call 
this country home.” Democrats support 
a higher minimum wage, paid leave for 
employees and affordable child care, 
among other priorities, Kennedy said. 

“We choose pensions that are solvent, 
trade pacts that are fair, roads and bridges 
that won’t mst away, and good education 
you can afford,” he said in a speech from 
a vocational high school in Fall River, 
Massachusetts, a onetime manufacturing 
hub now struggling with high unemploy¬ 
ment and other problems. 

Kennedy, 37, a three-term congress¬ 
man and grandson of former Attorney 
General Robert F. Kennedy, has argued 
that Democrats should focus on the eco¬ 
nomic concerns of working-class voters 
who bolted the party in the 2016 elec¬ 
tions. 


Britain 


Osborne hoped to kill Corbyn: a man 

accused of deliberately driving a van into a 
group of London Muslims told his trial on 
Tuesday that he wanted to kill the British 
opposition leader Jeremy Corbyn. 

Darren Osborne said killing the leftist 
Labour leader would have been “one less 
terrorist off our streets”, while killing Labour 



Osborne Corbyn 


London Mayor Sadiq Khan as well “would 
have been like winning the lottery”. 

Osborne is accused of murdering 51-year- 
old Makram Ali and trying to kill others in 
the Finsbury Park area of north London on 
June 19 last year, after growing angry at 
recent terror attacks and child sexual exploi¬ 
tation scandals involving gangs of mainly 
Muslim men, the trial has heard. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

Min defends abortion ban vote: Irish 


women are having abortions regardless of a 
near-total constitutional ban on terminating 
pregnancies, the country’s health minis¬ 
ter said Tuesday in defense of a planned 
referendum that will ask voters whether the 
amendment should be repealed. 

Health Minister Simon Harris said on 
Ireland’s RTE television that he is beginning 
work on a proposed abortion law that would 
be submitted to parliament if the May refer¬ 
endum removes the constitutional ban. The 
legislation would allow abortions during the 
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Spain 


Catalan separatists split 

Spain risks downgrade 
to ‘flawed democracy’ 

MADRID, Jan 31, (AFP): Spain risks being down¬ 
graded from a “full democracy” to a “flawed” one over 
its handling of Catalonia’s secession crisis, a research 
group that compiles an influential annual democracy 
ranking warned Wednesday. 

The country’s score dropped from 8.30 to 8.08 in 
the Economist Intelligence Unit’s (EIU) 2017 Democ¬ 
racy Index due to “its attempt to stop by force Cata¬ 
lonia’s illegal referendum on independence on Oct 1 
and its repressive treatment of pro-independence poli¬ 
ticians.” 

That same ranking for 2016 was cited by King Fe¬ 
lipe VI last week to defend Spain’s democratic cre¬ 
dentials. 

The country’s score remains just above the thresh¬ 
old of 8.01 for full democracies but Joan Hoey, editor 

of the index, warned it could 
further deteriorate depending 
on what happens this year. 

Catalonia’s secession crisis 
captured the world’s attention 
when a banned independence 
referendum was met with a 
massive police crackdown in 
October. 

The central government ar¬ 
gued that the vote had been 
ruled illegal by the Constitu¬ 
tional Court, justifying the use 
of police to try and stop it. 

It has always insisted it is on the side of the law in 
its handling of the crisis. 

But Hoey said the use of “heavy-handed legalism to 
deal with what is essentially a democratic question or 
to deny a democratic vote” was “not really the sign of 
a government that cherishes democracy and wants to 
expand it.” The ranking also pointed to the charges of 
rebellion, which carries up to 30 years in jail, and sedi¬ 
tion brought against Catalan leaders over their failed 
bid for independence. 

“In this day and age, in a modern democracy, to 
see elected politicians being charged with what seem 
quite archaic charges ... doesn’t seem to sit well with 
Spain’s ranking as a full democracy, of which there 
are only 19 in the world,” said Hoey. 

Index 

The index is based on five categories including the 
functioning of government and the electoral process. 

Based on its score, each country is then classified as 
a “full democracy,” “flawed” one, “hybrid regime” or 
“authoritarian” one. 

The ranking classified Norway as the top democ¬ 
racy while North Korea came last. 

The Gambia was upgraded from an “authoritarian 
regime” to a “hybrid” one after it witnessed its first 
ever democratic transfer of power. 

Venezuela, by contrast, moved the other way to an 
“authoritarian regime.” 

“The latter change reflects Venezuela’s continued 
slide towards dictatorship,” the ranking said. 

Meanwhile, divisions in Catalonia’s separatist bloc 
burst into the open Tuesday after the region’s parlia¬ 
mentary speaker postponed a crucial vote to reappoint 
ousted president Carles Puigdemont. 

Roger Torrent, who like Puigdemont is pro-inde¬ 
pendence but hails from a different party, announced 
last minute he had delayed the parliamentary session 
to ensure it could later go ahead in an “effective” way 
after Spain’s Constitutional Court ruled against it. 

Puigdemont, calling for unity, insisted Tuesday that 
only he could lead Catalonia. 

“There is no other possible candidate, no other 
combination arithmetically possible,” in the regional 
parliament where separatists hold a majority of the 
seats, he said in a video posted on social media. 

Torrent vowed that Puigdemont — who is in self- 
imposed exile in Belgium, but has been picked to lead 
Catalonia again after pro-independence parties won 
a majority in December elections — would be rein¬ 
stated at a later date. 

But while welcomed by Madrid, the decision drew 
angry protests from Puigdemont’s Together for Cata¬ 
lonia grouping and the CUP, another smaller, more 
radical separatist party. 

We want “to hold the plenary session today, we’re 
here, we will be here all afternoon, we will be here as 
long as is necessary, there are people in the streets, we 
have the votes,” said Elsa Artadi, spokeswoman for 
Together for Catalonia. 

As hundreds of protesters gathered outside the re¬ 
gional parliament in Barcelona, some of them wearing 
masks of Puigdemont’s face, CUP spokesman Carles 
Riera called for “a new period of mobilisation and 
civil disobedience”. 



Attempt 

An attempt by some demonstrators to move closer 
to the assembly led to scuffles with police who pushed 
them back. 

Puigdemont, who left for Belgium shortly after he 
was sacked by Madrid over the Catalan parliament’s 
independence declaration in October, faces arrest if he 
returns to Spain for leading the secession bid in the 
deeply divided northeastern region. 

Catalan lawmakers had been due to formally vote 
him into office on Tuesday afternoon. 

But the central government lodged a complaint 
with the Constitutional Court last week, which ruled 
on Saturday that Puigdemont must be present at the 
assembly to be chosen as the region’s chief. 

This would have been unlikely as he would be ar¬ 
rested on arrival in Spain and would have to ask the 
judge for permission to attend. 

Announcing his decision to postpone the session, 
Torrent hit out at the ruling. 

“The Spanish government and the Constitutional 
Court are trying to violate the rights of thousands of 
Catalans who went to the polls on Dec 21 and we 
won’t allow that,” he said. 

“I won’t propose any other candidate,” he added, 
putting paid to speculation that separatists might drop 
Puigdemont and pick another candidate. 

The latest episode in the secession saga comes three 
months after the assembly’s failed declaration of in¬ 
dependence on Oct 27, which triggered Spain’s worst 
political crisis in decades. 

Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy moved to stop the 
crisis by imposing direct rule on the semi-autonomous 
region, sacking its government including Puigdemont, 
dissolving parliament and calling snap elections. 

But in a major setback for the central government, 
separatist parties once again won a majority of 70 
seats in the 135-seat parliament in the December polls. 

Separatists argue that Puigdemont was given a dem¬ 
ocratic mandate to be reinstated at the polls. But Ma¬ 
drid remains fiercely opposed to his return to power. 

“You can’t be a fugitive living in Brussels and ex¬ 
pect to be elected president of a democratic institu¬ 
tion,” Rajoy said Tuesday in an interview on Spanish 
television. 



The first successful flying tests of the new Ukrainian Neptun ground-launched cruise missile seen in a military training ground south of capital Kiev, Ukraine on Jan 
30. The new missile can accurately hit ground and naval targets, said Secretary of the National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine Oleksandr Turchynov. (AP) 



In this photo taken on Jan 30, 2018, 
photographs of former Romanian 
dictator Nicolae Ceausescu and US 
president Richard Nixon, on display 
at an auction house in Bucharest, Ro¬ 
mania. A Romanian auction house is 
selling memorabilia that belonged to 
former Communist dictator Nicolae 
Ceausescu to mark would have been 
his 100th birthday. (AP) 
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Islamic academic in custody: Promi¬ 
nent Swiss academic Tariq Ramadan, a 
professor of Islamic studies at the Univer¬ 
sity of Oxford, has been taken into custody 
by French police following accusations of 
rape, a judicial source said on Wednesday. 

The source said a preliminary investiga¬ 
tion was opened after two complaints were 
filed against Ramadan, a well-known figure 
in the Middle East. He is the grandson of 
the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement in Egypt, Hassan al-Banna. 

Ramadan took a leave of absence from 
Oxford last November after two women 
filed complaints in France alleging rape. 

He has denied the allegations and filed a 
complaint for slander against author Henda 
Ayari, one of his accusers. (RTRS) 

□ □ □ 

Boehringer German budget cmte chair: 

A member of the nationalist Alternative for 
Germany party has become chairman of 
the German parliament’s important budget 
committee, winning lackluster backing 
after opponents forced a rare vote for the 
post. 

Peter Boehringer was elected Wednes¬ 
day with votes only from his own party 
and the pro-business Free Democrats. The 
opposition Left Party opposed him and 
representatives of other parties abstained. 

Opponents objected to past comments on 
various issues by Boehringer, an opponent 
of the euro. Alternative for Germany, or 
AfD, is likely to be the biggest opposition 
party once a new government is formed. 
The budget committee post traditionally 
goes to the largest opposition group. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

Syrians taken to Montenegro: a 

group of migrants, including 11 Syrians, 
were rescued on Tuesday from an Italian 
fishing trawler in the Adriatic Sea and 
taken to Montenegro, police said. 

Montenegro’s coastal security sent out 
a rescue team after Erica, a 15 metre-long 
(50 feet) vessel, put out a distress signal 17 
nautical miles (31 kms) off the coast, said 
Safet Kocan, director of maritime safety. 

The Italian ship with migrants on board 
was finally moored in the Montenegrin port 
of Zelenika, inside the Boka Kotorska bay. 

Police said there were 11 Syrian nation¬ 
als on the vessel, two people from Morocco 
and two from Yemen, one person from 
Afghanistan and one from Pakistan. The 


Extremism 


Suspects weep as parents testify at Paris attacks trial 

‘Fighters’ children potentially brainwashed’ 


BERLIN, Jan 31, (Agencies): Germa¬ 
ny’s domestic intelligence chief wants 
the government to review laws restrict¬ 
ing the surveillance of minors to guard 
against the children of Islamist fight¬ 
ers returning to the country as “sleeper 
agents” who could carry out attacks. 

Hans-Georg Maassen, head of the 
BfV agency, told Reuters that security 
officials were preparing for the return 
of Islamic State fighters to Germany 
along with potentially “brainwashed” 
children, although no big wave ap¬ 
peared imminent. 

Nearly 1,000 people are believed 
to have left Germany to join up with 
the Islamist militants. As the group’s 
presence in the Middle East crumbles, 
some are returning with family mem¬ 
bers. 

Only a small number of the 290 tod¬ 
dlers and children who left Germany or 
were bom in Syria and Iraq had returned 
thus far, Maassen said. Many were likely 
to still be in the region, or perhaps mov¬ 
ing to areas such as Afghanistan, where 
Islamic State remains strong. 

He said Germany should review 
laws restricting surveillance of minors 
under the age of 14 to prepare for the 
increased risk of attacks by children as 
young as nine who grew up in Islamic 
State schools. 

“We see that children who grew up 
with Islamic State were brainwashed 
in the schools and the kindergartens of 
the IS,” he said. “They were confront¬ 
ed early with the IS ideology ... learned 
to fight, and were in some cases forced 
to participate in the abuse of prisoners, 
or even the killing of prisoners.” 

He said security officials believed 
such children could later carry out vio¬ 
lent attacks in Germany. 

Consider 

“We have to consider that these 
children could be living time bombs,” 
he said. “There is a danger that these 
children come back brainwashed with 
a mission to carry out attacks.” 

Maassen’s comments were the first 
specific estimate of the number of 
children affected, following his initial 
warning in October that such children 
could pose a threat after being indoctri¬ 
nated in battlefield areas. 

The radicalisation of minors has 
been a big topic in Germany given 
that three of five Islamist attacks in 
Germany in 2016 were carried out by 
minors, and a 12-year-old boy was also 


detained after trying to bomb a Christ¬ 
mas market in Ludwigshafen. 

The German government says it has 
evidence that more than 960 people left 
Germany for Iraq and Syria through 
November 2017 to fight for the Islamic 
State jihadist group, of which about a 
third are believed to have returned to 
Germany. Another 150 likely died in 
combat, according to government data. 

Maassen said Islamic State also con¬ 
tinued to target vulnerable youths in 
Germany through the Internet and so¬ 
cial media, often providing slick adver¬ 
tising or age-appropriate propaganda to 
recruit them to join the jihadist group. 

“Islamic State uses headhunters who 
scour the Internet for children that can 
be approached and tries to radicalise 
these children, or recruit these children 
for terrorist attacks,” he said. 

Meanwhile, grieving parents testi¬ 
fied Tuesday at the first trial stemming 
from the 2015 Paris attacks, moving 
the two defendants to tears as they de¬ 
scribed losing their children to bombs 
and bullets. 

Relatives 

Among them were relatives of the 
90 people massacred at the Bataclan 
concert hall in the attacks that also 
targeted the national stadium, bars and 
restaurants. 

Jawad Bendaoud and Mohamed 
Soumah, accused of harbouring jihad- 
ists in the aftermath of the carnage that 
left 130 people dead, wept as a mother 
spoke of her pain. 

“Every time I talk about my son, 
the tears start flowing,” said a woman 
named Iordanka, who like others testi¬ 
fying requested to be identified by only 
her first name. “My life is hard now,” 
she said, describing how her 37-year- 
old son was shot seven times. 

And she said the two accused — 
along with a third defendant on trial 
for failing to report the jihadists — de¬ 
served to be “punished severely”. 

“It’s not them who killed my son, 
but they more or less contributed to it,” 
she said. 

The court has been packed since the 
trial opened Wednesday, with France 
closely watching the proceedings as 
the only survivor among the 10 attack¬ 
ers, Salah Abdeslam, prepares to go on 
trial in Belgium on Monday. 

Bendaoud, a 31-year-old drug deal¬ 
er, is accused of renting his apartment 
to senior Islamic State jihadist Abdel- 


hamid Abaaoud — the suspected co¬ 
ordinator of the attacks — and his ac¬ 
complice Chakib Akrouh. 

Anti-terror police killed Abaaoud, 
Akrouh and Abaaoud’s cousin Hasna 
Aitboulahcen in a ferocious assault on 
Bendaoud’s flat in Saint-Denis north 
of Paris on November 18, five days af¬ 
ter the attacks. 

Interview 

Bendaoud became a national laugh¬ 
ing stock after a now-notorious televi¬ 
sion interview outside the apartment in 
which he insisted, “I didn’t know they 
were terrorists”. 

His apparent lack of curiosity about 
the men, at a time when the country 
was on lockdown in the hunt for fugi¬ 
tive jihadists, spawned endless jokes 
and internet memes. 

He again told the court Monday 
that he did not know the men’s iden¬ 
tity, and that he would not have hosted 
terrorists “even for 150,000 euros” 
($190,000). 

Bendaoud, who has a long criminal 
record, said he had previously rented the 
grubby flat to Eastern European gang¬ 
sters without asking questions. Parents 
expressed anger over Bendaoud’s be¬ 
haviour during the trial, which has in 
recent days seemed more like a sketch 
show due to his theatrical antics. 

On Friday he complained that most 
men forced to stay in their cell for as 
long as him would “cut off their testi¬ 
cles”, and accused one of the lawyers 
of being “psychologically unhinged”. 

“What shocks me is the lack of seri¬ 
ousness with which Mr Bendaoud and 
Mr Soumah are taking this trial,” said 
a man called Abdallah, who lost both 
of his sisters. 

Meanwhile four men have been ar¬ 
rested as part of the enquiry into the 
weapons used for deadly attacks, also 
in 2015, on the office of the Charlie 
Hebdo magazine and a Jewish super¬ 
market, a judicial source said Tuesday. 

The men, aged between 30 and 36, 
were picked up on Monday and Tues¬ 
day and will be questioned “to deter¬ 
mine whether they played any role in 
providing the arms” used in the at¬ 
tacks, the source said. 

Twelve people were killed when 
gunmen attacked the offices of the sa¬ 
tirical weekly Charlie Hebdo in Janu¬ 
ary 2015, and four more died when a 
kosher grocery store was attacked two 
days later. 


group included four children. (RTRS) 

□ □ □ 

‘End Macedonia name dispute’: a 

UN special envoy urged Greece and Mac¬ 
edonia on Tuesday to seize on momentum 
in talks to resolve a name dispute straining 
relations for a quarter of a century, saying 
the two sides now appeared “energised” to 
reach an accord. 

Athens says Skopje’s use of “Macedo¬ 
nia” as its name could imply a territorial 

claim over the north¬ 
ern Greek province of 
the same name, and a 
claim to its national 
heritage. Skopje 
counters that Macedo¬ 
nia has been its name 
dating to the now 
defunct Yugoslav 
federation of which it 
was part. 

The 25-year-long 
dispute has posed an 
obstacle to Macedo¬ 
nia’s ambition to join 
both the EU and NATO. 

“Everyone knows what the issues are. 
There is a time for decision-making, and I 
think we are there,” said Matthew Nimetz, 
UN special envoy on the “Macedonia” 
dispute since 1999. (RTRS) 
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‘Manila Rights improving’ 

Fukushima’s worst-hit 
reactor easy to clean 

OKUMA, JapanJan 31, (Agencies): High atop 
Fukushima’s most damaged nuclear reactor, the 
final pieces of a jelly-roll shaped cover are being 
put in place to seal in highly radioactive dust. 

Blown apart by a hydrogen explosion in 2011 
after an earthquake and tsunami hit Japan’s 
Fukushima Dai-ichi plant, reactor Unit 3 is under¬ 
going painstaking construction ahead of a mile¬ 
stone that is the first step toward dismantling the 
plant. 

The operating floor - from where new fuel rods 
used to be lowered into the core - has been rebuilt 

and if all goes as planned, 
huge cranes will begin 
removing 566 sets of still- 
radioactive fuel rods from 
a storage pool just below 
it later this year. 

It has taken seven years 
just to get this far, but now 
the real work of cleaning 
up the Tokyo Electric 
Power Co. plant can 
begin. 

“If you compare it with 
mountain climbing, we’ve only been preparing to 
climb. Now, we finally get to actually start climb¬ 
ing,” said Daisuke Hirose, an official at the 
plant’s decommissioning and decontamination 
unit. 

Cleaning up the plant’s three reactors that had 
at least partial meltdowns after the earthquake and 
tsunami is a monumental task expected to take 
three to four decades. Taking out the stored fuel 
rods is only a preliminary step and just removing 
the ones in Unit 3 is expected to take a year. 

Still ahead is the uncharted challenge of remov¬ 
ing an estimated 800 tons of melted fuel and 
debris inside the cracked containment chambers 
- six times that of the 1979 Three Mile Island 
accident. 

The area in and outside of Unit 3 is part con¬ 
struction site and part disaster zone still requiring 
protection from radiation. A makeshift elevator, 
then a wind-swept outdoor staircase, takes visi¬ 
tors to the operating floor, more than 30 meters 
(100 feet) above ground. 

Daylight streams in through the unfinished sec¬ 
tion of the new cover, a tunnel-like structure 
sealed at both ends to contain radiation. An over¬ 
head crane that moves on rails stands at the side 
of the storage pool, the maker’s name, “Toshiba,” 
emblazoned in large red letters. 

The explosion left major chunks of debris that 
have been removed from the storage pool, a 
painstaking operation done using remote-con¬ 
trolled machinery and with utmost care to avoid 
damaging the fuel rods. Smaller rubble lines the 
pool’s edge. The water’s surface is obscured by a 
blue netting to prevent more debris from acciden¬ 
tally tumbling in. 

The severe damage to Unit 3 has, in the end, 
made it easier to clean up than the other two reac¬ 
tors. 

Under the latest government of Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe roadmap approved last September, 
removal of the fuel rods from units 1 and 2 was 
delayed by three years until 2023, a second post¬ 
ponement from the original 2015, because further 
decontamination and additional safety measures 
are needed. 

□ □ □ 

‘N. Korea soon to perfect ICBM’: North 

Korea has taken fresh strides in its nuclear missile 
program but has not shown all the technologies 
needed to strike America, a US general said 
Tuesday, as another top official warned such a 
capability is just months away. 

Pyongyang has demonstrated its rockets are 
powerful enough to reach the United States, but 
General Paul Selva, vice chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, said it has yet to prove that its 
fusing and targeting technologies can survive the 
stresses of ballistic missile flight. 

“They have made some strides but it’s still true 
that they haven’t demonstrated all of the compo¬ 
nents of an intercontinental ballistic missile sys¬ 
tem,” Selva told reporters. 

□ □ □ 

US optimistic’ on Philippine record: The 

United States is “cautiously optimistic” that the 
Philippines’ human rights record is improving as 
President Rodrigo Duterte presses on with his 
bloody anti-drug campaign that has claimed thou¬ 
sands of lives, an official said Tuesday 

Duterte has made a harsh anti-drug campaign 
the centrepiece of his administration, urging 
policemen to kill drug suspects and promising to 
protect them from prosecution. 

The brutal drug war frayed ties with Washington 
under former-president Barack Obama who criti¬ 
cised Duterte’s human rights record. 

□ □ □ 

Philippines deploys plane to shoal: The 

Philippine military deployed a Japanese-donated 
patrol plane Wednesday to a disputed shoal 
guarded by China in the South China Sea, and the 
aircraft did not encounter any Chinese resistance, 
officials said. 

The military’s Northern Luzon Command said 
the Beechcraft King Air C90 flew low at 800 feet 
(240 meters) around Scarborough Shoal on its first 
mission for the Philippine navy. It said it spotted 
nine Chinese vessels, including four Chinese coast 
guard ships, and four Philippine fishing boats. 

“The Filipino pilots heard no challenge from 
the Chinese coast guard,” the military command 
said in a statement, referring to the practice of 
Chinese forces to warn foreign vessels or aircraft 
by radio that they have entered Chinese-claimed 
territory and should leave immediately. 

□ □ □ 

Over 80 people on missing Kiribati ferry: 

Authorities confirmed on Wednesday that a miss¬ 
ing Kiribati ferry had held more than 80 passen¬ 
gers, as Australian and U.S. planes scoured the 
central Pacific ocean for survivors, more than a 
week after it sunk. 

The 17-metre (56-foot) catamaran was reported 
missing on Jan. 20, two days after it departed 
Nonouti Island on a 250 km (155 miles) trip to 
Betio in Kiribati. 

Seven people rescued from a drifting dinghy on 
the weekend said the ferry broke up soon after 
setting out on Jan. 18 and that they had seen other 
passengers scramble aboard a liferaft, which was 
now the focus of the aerial search. 



Abe 



British Prime Minister Theresa May (center), reviews a military honour guard with Chinese Premier Li Keqiang during a welcome ceremony at the Great Hall of the People 
in Beijing on Jan 31. May is on a state visit to China as she seeks to bolster her country’s global trade links ahead of its departure from the European Union. (AFP) 


Britain 


May wants free trade deal with Beijing 

UK, China tout ‘golden era’ of relations 



The Indian Navy’s third Scorpene- 
class submarine ‘Karanj’ is pictured at 
its launch ceremony at the Mazagon 
Dock Shipyard in Mumbai on Jan 31. 

(AFP) 


Subcontinent 


Quake rattles Kabul, Pak: A strong 

magnitude 6.1 earthquake rattled Pakistan 
and Afghanistan on Wednesday, including 
the capital cities of both countries, killing a 
young girl and injuring 15 others, officials 
said. 

The US Geological Survey reported the 
quake’s center was in northeast 
Afghanistan near the Pakistan border, 
about 35 kilometers (22 miles) south of 
Jarm in the Hindu Kush region. It had a 
depth of 191.2 kms (119 miles). 

TV footage showed people in Islamabad 
fleeing offices and schools in panic. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

Bus accident kills 43 people: 

Indian rescue workers on Wednesday 
recovered another body from a canal where 
a bus fell earlier this week, reportedly 
while its driver was talking on his cell¬ 
phone, bringing the death toll to 43. 

District Magistrate P. Ulganathan said 
rescuers were continuing to search for four 
people still missing after the bus plunged 


BEIJING, Jan 31, (Agencies): China 
and Britain touted their “golden era” of 
relations on Wednesday as Prime 
Minister Theresa May visited Beijing to 
strengthen her country’s global trade 
links before its contentious divorce with 
the European Union. 

May brought a large business delega¬ 
tion for her three-day visit, which began 
earlier in the day in the central indus¬ 
trial city of Wuhan and continued in the 
Chinese capital. 

May is battling criticism of her Brexit 
strategy back home. The House of Lords 
is scrutinising a key piece of legislation 
on quitting the EU as a leaked govern¬ 
ment report shows only economic down¬ 
sides to leaving the bloc. 

Britain’s ties with China have grown 
in importance as London contemplates 
its economic future after it officially 
leaves the EU in March 2019. 

May was greeted at the imposing 
Great Hall of the People by Premier Li 
Keqiang, who noted that the prime min¬ 
ister was visiting Beijing ahead of next 
month’s Chinese New Year, also known 
as the Spring Festival. 

“I believe that a visit in the early 
spring will bring new fruits, which will 
further raise the golden era in China- 


nine meters (30 feet) into the canal in 
Murshidabad district in West Bengal state 
on Monday. 

Ulganathan said 31 bodies were found 
trapped in the bus when it was pulled out of the 
canal late Monday. Another 11 bodies were 
recovered from the canal on Tuesday.(AP) 

□ □ □ 


Britain relations. I’m willing to 
exchange views on issues of mutual 
concern with you,” Li said. 

May said their meeting was an oppor¬ 
tunity to “consider how we can build 
further on that golden era and on the 
global strategic partnership that we 
have been working on between the UK 
and China”. 

“I think there is much that can be 
done in the trade area,” she said. 

May is accompanied by her husband 
Philip and a delegation of 50 business 
leaders and organisation representatives, 
which her office said was “the largest” 
her government has ever taken overseas. 

May will also take the opportunity to 
discuss a wide range of other issues, 
including climate change and North 
Korea, but she was also under pressure 
to address the political situation in for¬ 
mer colony Hong Kong and human 
rights abuses in mainland China. 

China also has high expectations that 
London will endorse its Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI), a massive infrastruc¬ 
ture project aimed at reviving ancient 
Silk Road trade routes between the East 
and West and creating greater market 
access for Chinese companies. 

The British government, however, has 


India signs pact with Seychelles: 

India has signed a 20-year pact with the 
Seychelles to build an airstrip and a jetty for 
its navy in the island chain, the two coun¬ 
tries said, as the South Asian nation steps up 
a contest with China for influence in the 
Indian Ocean. 

China last year inaugurated its first over- 


been less sanguine about the project, with 
May’s spokesman saying that while the 
idea holds promise, it is “vital that BRI 
projects meet international standards”. 

She will hold talks with President Xi 
Jinping on Thursday and finish her visit 
Friday in the eastern business hub of 
Shanghai. 

Before her trip, the former British 
governor of Hong Kong, Chris Patten, 
urged May to address concerns about 
the political situation in the semi-auton¬ 
omous city, which London handed back 
to Beijing in 1997. 

In a letter to May’s Downing Street 
office, Patten said Hong Kong was fac¬ 
ing “increasing threats to the basic free¬ 
doms, human rights and autonomy” 
which its people were promised after 
the handover. 

Human Rights Watch also urged the 
British leader to “get tough with China” 
on rights. 

Meanwhile, Britain is seeking a free 
trade agreement with China, Prime 
Minister Theresa May said on 
Wednesday as she flew to the country 
for talks with Chinese leaders, adding 
that more should be done immediately 
to open up market access for British 
firms. 


seas military base in Djibouti, near one of 
the world’s busiest shipping lanes, deepen¬ 
ing Indian insecurities and pushing it to gain 
a foothold in the region. 

The agreement signed in the Seychelles’ capi¬ 
tal of Victoria last weekend provides for India to 
develop the airstrip and jetty on the Assumption 
islands, near another shipping route. (RTRS) 
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Kenji Fujimori expelled from party 

Top court rejects Lula’s 
bid to block his ‘arrest’ 


RIO DE JANEIRO, Jan 31, (Agencies): 
A high court judge on Tuesday rejected 
a request by lawyers for former Bra¬ 
zilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da 
Silva to block his arrest for a graft 

conviction that 
was upheld last 
week. 

Attorney 
Cristiano Za- 
nin asked the 
Superior Court 
of Justice in 
the capital of 
Brasilia to pre¬ 
vent arrest of 
the left-leaning 
politician until 
all his appeals 
have been heard. Hours later, Justice 
Humberto Martins denied the request, 
saying there was no immediate threat of 
arrest for da Silva, who was president 
in 2003-2010. 

A three-judge panel voted unani¬ 
mously last week to uphold da Silva’s 
corruption and money laundering con¬ 
viction and increased his sentence from 
96 years to 12 years and one month in 
prison. One of the judges said then that 
the former president should be arrested 
as soon as the court explains details of 
the ruling to the defense, a process that 
usually takes a month. 

Prosecutors say da Silva was 
promised an apartment as a payoff 
from a construction company in re¬ 
turn for government contracts. He 
denies any wrongdoing and says 
the trial, which was one of the fast¬ 
est to go through the court based in 
the southern Brazilian city of Porto 
Alegre, was rigged. 

Da Silva’s appeal could ultimately be 
heard by the country’s highest court, the 
Supreme Federal Tribunal, also in Brasilia. 

□ □ □ 

Fujimori expelled from party: Kenji 

Fujimori, the youngest son of recently 
pardoned ex-president Alberto Fuji¬ 
mori, said Tuesday that he was thrown 
out of his opposition party for clashing 
with its leader, his sister Keiko. 

“It was unanimously decided that 
congressman Kenji Fujimori would be 


expelled from Fuerza Popular (Popular 
Force),” he said on Twitter. 

The populist-conservative FP began 
proceedings in December against Kenji 
Fujimori for having criticized his sis¬ 
ter’s position on President Pedro Pablo 
Kuczynski. 

□ □ □ 

Venezuela talks move forward: 

Venezuela’s government and oppo¬ 
sition pushed on Tuesday with talks 
aimed at soothing their country’s po¬ 
litical crisis, but President Nicolas Ma- 
duro’s bid for virtually unopposed re- 
election in early polls weighed heavily 
on the negotiations. 

The government’s chief negotiator, 
Communications Minister Jorge Rodri¬ 
guez, said “electoral guarantees” for the 
vote would be on the table as was the is¬ 
sue of US economic sanctions that have 
worsened Caracas’ precarious finances. 

□ □ □ 

Mexico to tackle crimes: More than 

5,000 federal security forces are being 
deployed across Mexico this week as vio¬ 
lent crime has surged in popular tourist 
areas such as Los Cabos and Cancun, the 
interior minister said Tuesday. 

The non-military forces will work to 
“swiftly reduce these levels of rising vi¬ 
olence,” Interior Minister Alfonso Nav- 
arrete told reporters, noting that neither 
the army nor navy was involved. 

Topping the list of places the mostly 
federal police were reinforcing were the 
city of Tijuana in the northwest just south 
of the US city of San Diego and the popu¬ 
lar Los Cabos resort area in Baja Califor¬ 
nia Sur from Los Cabos to La Paz.. 

□ □ □ 

Colombia rebel seek ceasefire: Co- 

lombia’s last rebel group, the ELN, on 
Tuesday called for a new ceasefire and 
the resumption of frozen peace talks 
with the government as the prospect of 
open conflict flared anew following a 
string of deadly attacks. 

The ELN, or National Liberation 
Army, said it “hopes” the government 
will attend peace negotiations that had 
been set for Wednesday in Ecuador’s 
capital Quito. 




Kenya’s opposition National Super Alliance (NASA), coalition leader Raila Odinga (second-left), holds up a bible as he swears-in himself 
as the ‘people’s president’ on Jan 30, 2018 in Nairobi. Kenyan opposition leader Raila Odinga had himself sworn in as an alternative 
president on Jan 30, in front of thousands of supporters, despite warnings from authorities that this was treason. (AFP) 


Africa 


Funding appeal launched: uniicr, the un 

Refugee Agency, together with humanitarian 
partners, today, launched an inter-agency funding 
appeal for $157 million to help over a quarter 
of a million people affected by the Boko Haram 
insurgency in the Lake Chad Basin region. 

The 47 UN agencies and humanitarian organiza¬ 
tions, who joined the 2018 Nigeria Regional Refu¬ 
gee Response Plan (RRRP), will cater for the needs 
of some 208,000 Nigerian refugees and 75,000 of 
their hosts in Niger, Cameroon and Chad. 

The Boko Haram crisis lingers on and is far 
from over, said UNHCR’s Deputy High Com¬ 
missioner Kelly T. Clements, while launching 
the funding appeal to donors in Niger’s capital 
Niamey. The world should not forget the victims 
of this deadly conflict, especially as there appears 
to be little hope for a return to peace and stability 
in the near future. 

Nigerian refugees continue to arrive in very 
remote and impoverished communities in 
neighbouring countries. Since it started in 2013, 
the Boko Haram conflict has internally displaced 
another 2.4 million people in northeast Nigeria, 
Cameroon, Chad and Niger. (KUNA) 

□ □ □ 

Attack on ex-Kenyan VP: Former Ken¬ 
yan Vice-President Kalonzo Musyoka said 
Wednesday gunshots and a grenade were fired at 
his home in what he called “an assassination at¬ 
tempt,” as a government shutdown of three major 
TV stations entered its second day. 

Musyoka told The Associated Press by phone 
the attack occurred hours after his police security 
was withdrawn and he was blocked from attend¬ 


ing a mock inauguration of opposition leader 
Raila Odinga on Tuesday in protest of President 
Uhuru Kenyatta’s new term after months of 
deadly election turmoil. 

Police Spokesman Charles Owino Owino 
confirmed that a stun grenade was hurled at 
Musyoka’s home in the leafy Karen suburbs and 
two shots fired from a rifle. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

Guinea names new PM: Guinea-Bissau’s 

President Jose Mario Vaz named a new prime 
minister late Tuesday, appointing Augusto Anto¬ 
nio Artur Da Silva by decree after the previous 
PM resigned in a bid to end a political crisis. 

The new prime minister’s first job will be to 
organise fresh parliamentary elections in the 
coming months. 

The impoverished West African nation has 
been in the throes of a power struggle since Au¬ 
gust 2015, when Vaz sacked then prime minister 
Domingos Simoes Pereira. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 



Da Silva Musyoka 


Dozens killed in Nigeria: Nigeria’s military 
has killed at least 35 people in air raids during 
attempts to combat growing violence between 
farmers and herdsmen, Amnesty International 
said Tuesday. 

Thousands of people have been displaced and 
at least 168 killed since the beginning of the year 
as farmers and nomadic herdsmen fight over land 
in five states, the human rights group said. Nige¬ 
ria’s military response has not curbed the fighting 
and further threatens the communities it is trying 
to protect, the new report said. 

“Launching air raids is not a legitimate law 
enforcement method by anyone’s standard. 

Such reckless use of deadly force is unlawful, 
outrageous and lays bare the Nigerian military’s 
shocking disregard for the lives of those it 
supposedly exists to protect,” said Amnesty In¬ 
ternational’s Nigeria Director Osai Ojigho. “The 
government must overturn its response to these 
deadly clashes to avoid this crisis getting out of 
control.” (AP) 

□ □ □ 

UN condemns violence: The UN Security 

Council condemned ongoing violence and insta¬ 
bility in Central African Republic on Tuesday in 
a resolution extending an arms embargo on the 
country and sanctions on individuals and entities 
for a year. 

The resolution adopted unanimously by the 
council also condemns acts of incitement to 
violence that undermine peace, especially “on 
an ethnic or religious basis,” and says for the 
first time that those responsible could face 
sanctions. (AP) 
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INTERNATIONAL 


World News Roundup 



The Statue of Liberty is backdropped by a supermoon on Jan 31,2018, seen from the Brooklyn borough of New York. (Inset): An Indonesian woman uses a telescope to view the moon during a lunar eclipse taking place during 

the ‘super blue blood Moon’ phenomenon in Jakarta. (AP/AFP) 


Psychology 


Response compatibility 

Best friends brains 
light up same way 

PARIS, Jan 31, (AFP): Dating sites would be well- 
advised to add “brain activity” as a compatibility cri¬ 
terion, according to a study released Tuesday show¬ 
ing that close friends have eerily comparable neural 
responses to life experiences. 

“Our results suggest that friends process the 
world around them in exceptionally similar ways,” 
said lead author Carolyn Parkinson, director of the 
Computational Social Neuroscience Lab at the Uni¬ 
versity of California in Los Angeles. 

Using magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) to com¬ 
pare which regions of the brain lit up as 42 volun¬ 
teers watched short clips from news reports, music 
videos, comedy skits and documentaries, research¬ 
ers were able to identify who 
among them were friends. 

The closer the relationship, 
the more alike the neural pat¬ 
terns in parts of the brain gov¬ 
erning emotional response, 
high-level reasoning, and the 
capacity to focus one’s atten¬ 
tion. 

“Friends had the most 
similar neural activity pat¬ 
terns, followed by friends-of- 
friends,” the authors said in a 
statement. “You can predict who people are friends 
with just by looking at how their brains respond to 
the video clips.” 

Video 

The 14 brief excerpts included journalists de¬ 
bating whether then US president Barack Obama 
should use humour in his speeches; a sentimental 
music video about a social outcast with a facial de¬ 
formity; a documentary about baby sloths in Costa 
Rica; and scenes from a gay wedding. 

Scientists long ago understood that “birds of 
a feather flock together” when it comes to human 
social networks, with people attracted more easily 
to those of the same age, physical appearance and 
ethnic background, as well as other demographic 
categories. This tendency extends to social networks 
too, according to the study, published in the journal 
Nature Communications. 

From an Darwinian perspective, evolutionary 
psychologists argue, the “like-with-like” principle 
favour social cohesion, empathy and frictionless 
collective action. 

The relationships we forge with individuals who 
are clearly different from us — not of our “tribe” 

— tend to be practical, task-oriented and short-lived, 
research has shown. 

But seeking out peas from the same pod has a 
downside that is amplified in the digital age, said 
senior author Thalia Wheatley, a professor of psy¬ 
chology and brain science at Dartmouth University 
in Massachusetts. 

“The cost of surrounding ourselves with only like- 
minded people is the creation of echo-chambers and 
polarisation,” she told AFP. 

“This can be exacerbated by online communities 
that offer a constant diet of information that only 
confirms what people already believe.” 

One question not answered by the study is wheth¬ 
er we naturally gravitate toward people who see the 
world the same way we do, or whether similarity 

— including the way our brains light up — springs 
from shared experience. 

Most likely, it is a combination of the two. 

“We are a social species and live our lives con¬ 
nected to everybody else,” said Wheatley. 

“If we want to understand how the human brain 
works, then we need to understand how brains work 
in combination — how minds shape each other.” 



Space 


Celestial show 1st in 35 years 

‘Super blue blood Moon’ delights 



Handout photo released by the Pe¬ 
ruvian Air Force showing an object 
that descended on Jan 27, 2018 from 
the upper atmosphere engulfed with 
flames near the Larancahuani com¬ 
munity, in the Andean region of Puno, 
Peru. Peruvian peasants who found 
parts of an aerospace satellite which 
fell on an Andean community in south¬ 
eastern Peru, informed the Peruvian 
Air Force on Jan 30, 2018. (AFP) 



Musk Abbott 


Discovery 


SpaceX wants $5M more: SpaceX is 

seeking up to $5 million more in new state 
funding to build a commercial spaceport in 
Texas, a high-profile project that’s behind 
schedule after breaking ground in 2014. 

SpaceX is seeking the money to help 
build infrastructure related to the launch 
facility at Boca Chica beach outside 
Brownsville, the Austin American-States- 
man reported. 

The Cameron County Spaceport Devel¬ 
opment Corp. recently applied for the $5 
million at the request of SpaceX, according 
to county Judge Eddie Trevino Jr. The new 
money for the project would come from 
the Spaceport Trust Fund, a state economic 
development fund. 

The application was due last month. 

Gov. Greg Abbott’s economic develop¬ 
ment and tourism division is currently 
considering the application, said a spokes¬ 
woman for the governor. 

About $15.3 million in state funding 
has already been set aside for the planned 
spaceport, but less than $3 million has been 
used so far. SpaceX has also returned a 
small portion of the funds pledged from the 
state’s jobs-focused Texas Enterprise Fund 
because the company fell short of hiring 
goals as the project couldn’t keep pace with 
its original timetable. 

The California-based company was 
founded by billionaire entrepreneur Elon 
Musk with the goal of reducing the cost of 
space travel and eventually facilitating the 
colonization of Mars. 

Musk initially said that SpaceX will 
invest $100 million at the site, predict¬ 
ing it could send up rockets by late 2016, 
however that date has since been pushed to 
at least late 2018. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

HK bans ivory sale: Hong Kong 

lawmakers have given final approval to a 
government proposal banning local ivory 
trading in the Chinese territory by 2021. 

Lawmakers voted Wednesday in favor 
of amending the existing law to outlaw 
sales of ivory in Hong Kong, which 
researchers say is the world’s biggest retail 


LOS ANGELES, Jan 31, (Agencies): 
Stargazers across large swathes of the 
globe — from the streets of Los An¬ 
geles to the slopes of a smouldering 
Philippine volcano — had the chance 
to witness a rare “super blue blood 
Moon” Wednesday, when Earth’s 
shadow bathed our satellite in a cop¬ 
pery hue. 

The celestial show is the result of 
the Sun, Earth, and Moon lining up 
perfectly for a lunar eclipse just as the 
Moon is near its closest orbit point to 
Earth, making it appear “super” large. 

It is the second full Moon within the 
same month, a phenomenon called a 
“blue” Moon which has nothing to do 
with its color. 

The “blood” in the name comes 
from the reddish brown color the Moon 
takes on when Earth enters between it 
and the sun, cutting off the light rays 
that usually brighten the lunar surface. 

The eclipse began around 3:45 am 
(1145 GMT), as a black shadow began 
to devour one corner of the gray-white 
Moon. 

An hour later, the lunar surface was 
plunged into darkness, known as total¬ 
ity. 

Then, rusty tones began to sheath 
the Moon, reflecting the light of all the 
sunrises and sunsets on Earth at the 
same moment. 

There were gasps of delight at that 
moment in a school in the Philippines 
town on Guinobatan where some of 
the 90,000 people who have fled the 
erupting Mount Mayon volcano were 
sheltering. 

There they were treated to a double¬ 
spectacle — a supermoon eclipse rising 
over a mountain spewing ash and lava. 

“It’s huge and bright. It’s exciting to 
see. God created this beautiful moon 
and the volcano,” farmer Jose Aim- 


ivory market. The proposal also includes 
significantly stiffer penalties for wildlife 
smuggling to deter black market sales. 

Under the new law, the maximum 
sentence will increase to a 10 million Hong 
Kong dollar ($1.3 million) fine or 10 years 
in prison, up from the current two years. 

Wildlife activists applauded the move, 


esolano, 75, told AFP. 

On the other side of the Pacific thou¬ 
sands were gathering at Los Angeles’ 
Griffith Observatory, which opened 
its doors at 3:30 am (1130 GMT) to a 
crowd expected to reach 2,000. 

Some had waited in line since 10:00 
pm the night before, hoping for a 
choice viewing spot, many science 
buffs bringing their own telescopes to 
set up on the lawn. 

The extreme east of Africa, the Mid¬ 
dle East and Asia, Russia, Australia 
and New Zealand could enjoy the 
spectacle on Wednesday night, weath¬ 
er depending, as the Moon rises there. 

People in Hawaii, Australia and 
eastern Asia should be able to follow 
the full eclipse from beginning to end, 
said NASA. 

Show 

But most of South America, Africa 
and Europe, where the alignment oc¬ 
curs in the middle of the day, will miss 
out on the show. 

In the Indonesian capital Jakarta, 
several thousand people lined up at the 
planetarium to catch a glimpse of the 
rare event on one of its telescopes. 

“I was watching the news on TV and 
then came here immediately,” Yami, 
who like many Indonesian goes by one 
name, told local media. 

In Nepal, where the super moon was 
just visible in the hazy polluted night 
sky over Kathmandu, the celestial phe¬ 
nomenon was greeted with more cau¬ 
tion as an ominous sign. 

Local newspapers there had printed 
warnings telling citizens not to eat, 
drink, sleep or even go to the toilet 
during the lunar eclipse, citing Hindu 
customs. 

The last “super blue blood Moon” 
occurred on Dec 30,1982, when it was 


even as Hong Kong moves more slowly 
than Beijing. Mainland China banned ivory 
sales at the start of the year after shutting 
all carving factories and shops last March. 
(AP) 

□ □ □ 

Tensions rise amid drought: The 


seen in Europe, Africa and western 
Asia. 

For North America, the last time 
was in 1866. 

This time around, viewing will be 
a challenge for those on the US East 
Coast. The eclipse begins just as the 
Moon is setting in the west and the sun 
is rising in the east. 

Moon-watching parties for the one- 
hour-16-minute eclipse were adver¬ 
tised up and down the US West Coast. 
But people outside the path of total¬ 
ity, or whose view was obstructed by 
cloudy weather, could follow the event 
live via NASA.gov. 

If you miss this one, the next blue 
moon total lunar eclipse will happen 
on Dec 31, 2028, though it won’t be 
quite as large since it will not be as 
close to Earth. 

Another will occur on Jan 31, 2037. 
“The red color during a lunar eclipse is 
very distinctive and it’s a rare treat to 
be able to see a blood red moon,” said 
Brian Rachford, associate professor of 
physics at the Embry-Riddle Aeronau¬ 
tical University. 

“One of the great things about a lu¬ 
nar eclipse is you also don’t need any 
special equipment to see it. Anyone 
can go outside and look at the moon.” 

Scientists are keen to study the 
sharp, sudden drop in temperature at 
the lunar surface, as Earth’s shadow 
blankets the moon. During the more 
than one hour of totality, the tempera¬ 
ture will plunge 100 degrees Fahren¬ 
heit (38 Celsius), said lunar scientist 
Noah Petro of Goddard Space Flight 
Center in Greenbelt, Maryland. He’s 
deputy project scientist for NASA’s 
Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter, cir¬ 
cling the moon since 2009. His team is 
taking special precautions to keep the 
spacecraft warm during the eclipse. 


South African city of Cape Town says 
there has been growing tension and one 
arrest at a source of natural spring water 
where residents have converged because of 
a severe drought. 

Authorities say they might have to turn 
off most city taps in mid-April if residents 
don’t save enough water, a scenario that 
has raised concerns about security. 

The city says police and the military 
would help secure water collection sites if 
the tap closure occurs. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

Truck damages Nazca lines: Peru’s 

ancient Nazca lines were damaged when a 
driver accidentally plowed his cargo truck 
into the fragile archaeological site in the 
desert, officials said Tuesday. 

The lines, considered a UNESCO World 
Heritage site, are enormous drawings of 
animals and plants etched in the ground 
some 2,000 years ago by a pre-Inca civili¬ 
zation. They are best seen from the sky. 

The driver ignored warning signs as he 
entered the Nazca archaeological zone on 
Jan 27, the Ministry of Culture said in a 
statement. 

The truck “left deep prints in an area 
approximately 100 meters long,” damaging 
“parts of three straight lined geoglyphs,” 
the statement read. 

Security guards detained the driver and 
filed charges against him at the local police 
station, the statement added. (AFP) 



This handout photo released by Greenpeace on Jan 30, 2018 and taken on Jan 
23, 2018 shows Spanish actor Javier Bardem looking at chinstrap penguins 
while arriving at King George Island in the Antarctic to join Greenpeace ship the 

Arctic Sunrise in an expedition. (AFP) 
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Nuqat co-founders Hussa Al Humaidhi and Wakim Zeidan with Zain vice-chairman & Group CEO Bader Al Kharafi who delivered the keynote address at the forum. 


Photos courtesy of Nuqat 


SPECIAL REPORT 



DOTS FOR AN ECOSYSTEM OF CREATIVITY ... EXPLORATION KEY 



A panel discussion at the Nuqat forum on the role of 


By Cinatra Fernandes 

Arab Times Staff 


N uqat, the foremost organization for creative education in Kuwait today, 
held a special edition forum at the Jaber Al Ahmad Cultural Center on Jan 
24-25. The Human Capital Forum highlighted the importance of investing in 
the creative economy with talks and discussions panels that brought together 
academics, investors, policy makers and the creative community, as well as 
revealing a new social index developed to provide various stakeholders in 
Kuwait with a common yardstick to quantify and measure social impact. 

The non-profit organization was founded by Wakim Zeidan, Hussa Al Hu¬ 
maidhi, Sara Al Nafisi and Dana Al Hilal in 2009, and has since championed 
creative education. Over the past few years, Nuqat has been now working 
towards understanding and supporting the creative economy. Over the years, 
it has organized and developed workshops, seminars and cultural events for 
adults and children, and fostered open conversation and the promotion of new 
ideas through its flagship conference, that has over the last several years be¬ 
come one of the most highly awaited events in the cultural calendar, attracting 
participants not only from different strata of Kuwaiti society but across the 
region. 

The first day of the forum included a keynote address by Bader Al-Kharafi, 
Vice-Chairman and Group CEO of Zain, who spoke about enabling a creative 
culture. He stated, “I believe that a successful business is all about creative 
teamwork. We believe that the employees are the ones who make the com¬ 
pany succeed or fail.” He also stressed that Kuwait must support women, say¬ 
ing, “Countries must support gender equality because it’s not only the right, 
but also the smart thing to do”. 

Other lectures included one by Alexandre Fernandes, a Cultural Entrepre¬ 
neur from Brazil, on ‘Building Possible Tomorrows’, another by Reem Khou- 
ri, CEO of Kaamen, titled ‘From Personal to Organizational to Collective Im¬ 
pact’ discussing how changes can happen when it starts at the individual level, 
and sharing her lessons on the importance of failure in the business world. 

Visual artist Dr Munira Al Qadiri, gave a lecture titled ‘Petro-Historical 
Complex’ on environmental issues and the well-known Swar Shuaib Show 
Host, Shuaib Rashed, was interviewed by Ali Khajah, on unconventional me¬ 
dia as a promising industry. Two discussion panels on the topics of ‘Laying 
down the Foundations for Creativity to Thrive’ and ‘Measuring The Intangi¬ 
ble’ were also held. 

The second day of the forum was launched with a lecture from entrepreneur 
Mohammed Jaafar, CEO of Faith Capital, titled ‘Small Means Big: Investing 
in SMEs’. He remarked, “Success depends on effort, will, taking risks, setting 
examples and treating people, in addition to developing the right plan and 
setting a target. It also comes from perseverance and endurance, as well as 
investing in the team, maintaining it, developing it and cooperating with it in 
a family atmosphere. The success of a company is in the hands of the whole 
team rather than the individual.” 

Other lectures included those by Interior Designer Farah Al Humaidhi titled 
‘Unlocking the Chain of Creative Production’, Independent curator Munira 
Al Sayegh on ‘The Emergence and Development of a Cultural Sub Current’, 
as well as Rana Alkhaled, CoFounder of the Proteges, speaking on ‘The Role 
of Values in the Process of Personal and Collective Development’ and artist 
Manal Aldowayan touching on ‘Imagining Our Cities Through Public Art’, 
with Human Development Architect Eman Akbar Rafay discussing ‘Creativ¬ 
ity, the Cornerstone of Development’. The discussion panels of the second 
day focused on the role of civil society organizations, and critical content for 


change. 

In this interview conducted on the sidelines of the Human Capital Forum, 
two of the founders, Wakim Zeidan and Hussa Al Humaidhi, gave us an up¬ 
date on the organization, discussed pertinent issues of the creative economy 
in Kuwait, and provided us a glimpse of the road ahead. 

Arab Times: The last time we spoke to Nuqat was right before your annual 
conference in 2016 on the topic of the Seventh Sense. What have you all been 
doing since then? 

Hussa Al Humaidhi: First of all, as an organisation, it is always important 
to take a step back and reflect. After seven years, we needed to re-evaluate 
and re-invent what we were doing, in a way. The second thing we did was to 
look into the topic of the creative economy, understand how vastly important 
it is, research it and lay down the foundations clearly. The final one was the 
preparation for something coming up in 2019. 

Wakim Zeidan: As an organisation, although we are based in Kuwait, our 
reach extends to the Arab world. So we are using this topic as a bridge to ex¬ 
pand our presence as an organisation in different cities around the Arab world 
and at the same time as we are a community networking platform, we want to 
connect talents all around the region together. 

AT: Can you tell us about the exploration sessions you’ve conducted last 
year? 

WZ: After the 2016 conference we laid down a plan to visit as many cities 
as we can in the Arab World to start the conversation on the creative economy. 
The reason for this is that the creative economy as a concept is very abstract 
and there needs to be a better understanding of what it means and how we can 
make it happen. 

The second reason is that most of the governments in the region now have 
new visions based on the knowledge economy and we believe that the crea¬ 
tive economy builds on it. So each country can have its own knowledge base 
that is relevant to it, yet the only thing that can utilise this knowledge, give 
it meaning and diversify the economy is creativity and innovation. So, on a 
larger scale, we see the creative economy as connecting the dots between the 
different knowledge-based economies and what each one has to offer and try 
to collate all of that. 

We aim to visit as many cities as we can, building up to 2019, where we 
can have a Nuqat Regional to wrap up the conversations we’ve had in one big 
programme that brings together all the people we’ve met in the exploration 
sessions, as well as the knowledge, the ideas, the discussions, the challenges, 
in order to formulate the way forward for the creative economy. We still don’t 
know how it’ll exactly shape up but that is in our nature, we make it happen 
as we progress. 

So far, we have visited four cities of Manama, Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Doha, 
and conducted exploration sessions based on three topics of design education, 
architecture and urbanism, and funding the creative economy. These topics 
are being migrated across all cities so we have a report at the end that de¬ 
scribes the understanding of each city under each topic. 

As part of this tour, we held a special forum in Kuwait that also falls under 
that theme. Focussing on the human capital for Kuwait is a very specific topic 
that was derived from the exploration sessions we held in 2016 as part of the 
conference. 

HH: Also, we know the importance of having this gathering and we did 
miss it in 2017. So creating a special edition two-day forum to bring the com¬ 


munity back together and experience that vibe again while discussing sub¬ 
stantial topics is why we’ve decided to do a forum in Kuwait and not just an 
exploration. 

AT: I really like the term ‘exploration sessions’. What discoveries have you 
made so far across cities? 

WZ: Exploration is the main point. It is meant to be a research but we want 
to keep it open and not make it solely academic. For each topic in each city 
we let the invitees discuss the challenges, the opportunities that their city has 
under that topic and suggest possible solutions to those issues. 

HH: What is important, and what we focussed a lot of attention on, was 
creating a safe space for people to express their thoughts. We were very inten¬ 
tional in bringing people from different sectors together that had perhaps nev¬ 
er sat on one table and discussed a topic before openly. We create a safe space 
of expression that’s also why we call it an exploration, there is a structure to it 
but there is also a free flow of conversation. It is a very human dialogue where 
real concerns and challenges are raised. 

WZ: Individual inputs are kept private although we document everything 
and extract information that has been discussed to put it into a report that will 
be available for the public to look into in the near future. 

AT: Were there any common challenges or overarching themes across the 
four cities? 

HH: I think the key challenge is communication between different sec¬ 
tors. I think there is a big disconnect between the creative industries and the 
financial sector and even governmental, medical, and so on. I think this is a 
problem across all boards. 

WZ: There was sometimes a disconnect even between academia and pro¬ 
fessionals. It was our intention to bring these people together. A lot of entities 
do roundtables but bring people from the same circle to talk about that topic. 
We did the complete opposite. We had a topic and brought relevant people 
from different sectors and different backgrounds, from universities, public 
sector, infrastructure, professionals, and so on. It was a good move because 
people from the private sector always had issues with the people working in 
the government sector. In many of the roundtables, once they conversed, we 
were able to establish empathy and they understood the challenges on each 
side. They decided to join hands in one way or another. 

AT: Nuqat has always championed the philosophy of collaboration. Con¬ 
sidering the political climate of the GCC today, was there any perceivable 
shift in terms of creative collaborating with other? 

WZ: Quite to the contrary, there is a general sense of collaboration across 
most of the sectors, not just among the creatives, at least from our perspective. 

HH: I think the political disconnect that is happening is very much politi¬ 
cal rather than social. I think that socially, people don’t want any divide. So 
far, Kuwait’s political position of being a neutral zone is also good to bring 
people together. 

AT: Let’s talk about the Human Capital Forum. Can you tell us a bit more 
about the theme and how it all came together? 

HH: We did an exploration session in 2016 and one of them was on funding 
the creative economy. We brought in people from the financial sector, invest¬ 
ments, entrepreneurs, angel investors, accelerators, incubators, and creative 
professionals, all on one table, to discuss why the money isn’t going into the 

Continued on Page 16 
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The Minister of Commerce & Industry Khaled Al-Roudhan at the Nuqat forum. Inset shows Sara Al-Nafisi, a co-founder of Nuqat 


Photos courtesy of Nuqat 
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at the special edition forum of Nuqat. 


At left Mohammed Jaafar, CEO of Faith Capital and designer Farah Al-Humaidhi (right) 



Continued from Page 15 

creative economy. Two issues were raised. Firstly, there isn’t enough aware¬ 
ness about the importance of the creative industry, the opportunities it pro¬ 
vides and how that could be the core of an economy that is based on creative 
knowledge. Secondly, financiers at the end of the day want to see numbers, 
so how can we quantify investments in innovations or ideas that create social 
change. While we know that creativity and innovation creates a social impact, 
how do we measure the returns? 

These two topics were a base for us to create new projects and one of them 
was the forum and the second was an index that we are developing in this 
regard. The forum this year leaned a bit towards the financial, investment 
and governmental sectors but our creative professionals and those interested 
in creativity and inspiration are still the main target. We wanted to widen the 
scope and have a larger conversation. 

When I mean investing, it is not just money but also investing time, and 
investing in education. It is really about putting the effort into it and looking at 
the human mind, as human capital because that’s our asset. The human mind 
is the source of sustainability. You can pump oil and the reserves will keep 
decreasing but if you pump the mind, it will keep increasing. It is pure eco¬ 
nomics, investing in the human capital and how it will create an impact. It was 
a very heavy two-day programme of bringing together investors, researchers, 
writers, activists, designers, artists, entrepreneurs, TV hosts, cartoonists, mu¬ 
sicians, policy makers, all under one roof to discuss a new future. 

AT: How would you assess the current state of the creative economy of 
Kuwait? 

WZ: Kuwait’s creative economy is still at a nascent stage. 

HH: It has dispersed components but it needs to come together as an eco¬ 
system. There are many missing components. We do believe that Kuwait has 
a very creative energy. It is something that we can’t really explain, it is some¬ 
thing that you feel. Historically, Kuwait was built on entrepreneurship and 
creativity and we were and hopefully will be a centre for the arts and culture 
and theatre and music. I think Kuwait is having a renaissance now. 

AT: What are the factors that need to be involved in this renaissance? 

WZ: Many have to be involved and there have to be certain functions that 
connect them together. Those functions range from putting in the right poli¬ 
cies to the civil society playing its role to bring them together. Individuals 
have to be willing not just to aim to make money but on top of their profits, do 
something to serve the community at the same time. 

HH: When you trickle it down, it is an invitation for each individual to look 
at what their passion is about. If you want to excel at something, you excel at 
what you’re passionate about. The problem is that we have been packaged to 
work in a systemised economy and no one was able to explore what they are 
good at and excel in it. With the creative economy, will create the opportuni¬ 
ties for each person to excel at what they are good at. When you do something 
you love you are happier and when you are happier you become more produc¬ 
tive. We always encouraging people to be curious and look for what you want 
to do and have the courage and confidence to do it. 

AT: How do you define the creative economy? Are specific sectors in¬ 
volved? 

HH: The creative industry is that which produces more of the cultural and crea¬ 
tive, art and design content. It includes theatres, museums and cultural centres, 
advertising agencies, art studios, architecture, visual and performing arts. 

The creative economy, on the other hand, is a system where the main re¬ 
source depends on creativity whether you are creative as a doctor and you 
innovate in medicine, or you innovate as an engineer or even as a police of¬ 
ficer. It is an economy dependant on a way of thinking other than a tangible 
resource. To have a creative economy your values need to be asserted and this 


is also something we are addressing — in order for you to be creative you 
have to be empathetic. You have to understand the other, be accepting and 
open-minded. 

AT : Can you tell us about the toll you are developing to measure the social 
impact of investing in the creative economy? 

WZ: Out of the exploration session, there was an understanding that all 
investors need to measure creativity if they want to invest in it. Creativity, in 
itself, cannot be measure. So we decided to measure the elements that it af¬ 
fects. Creativity is closely related to any social development. If you look his¬ 
torically at many countries, those who had creativity and innovation at their 
core evolved positively. So we thought that this could be a way where we 
measured the healthiness of the creative economy and quantify returns. 

Even if we have the tool, there needs to be an education for it. Company 
should be made aware that investing in the development of ideas that improve 
human creativity not only make them more profit but also have a social im¬ 
pact. 

For the index currently now, we signed an agreement with an international 
consultant, Strategy & who have the expertise in developing indices and to¬ 
gether we have developed the framework for it and now we are at a stage 
where we are defining the elements that creativity has an impact on. We held 
a session and brought in community members and different stakeholders, pro¬ 
viding them metrics that we collated from indices that already existed around 
the world, which worked as a base for them to assess and to see what is miss¬ 
ing and what we need to add to it so that the index is relevant to our society. 

This process is ongoing and by December, hopefully, we will have the tool 
ready to be launched and the companies will be able to start measuring them¬ 
selves on that index. 

A lot of research has shown that companies who create products and ser¬ 
vices that have larger impact on society tend to sell and profit more. If we take 
the example of the mobile phone, it is an invention that sells many units but at 
the same time it has a huge social and empowering impact. It has helped peo¬ 
ple who live in remote areas have access to the world, it has helped decrease 
illiteracy and at the same time it has helped create new businesses built on mo¬ 
bile applications and numerous job opportunities. There needs to be that kind 
of thinking incorporated in all companies. Not just about having a Corporate 
Social Responsibility programme and giving money back but integrating the 
values within the company itself. Companies should cancel CSR and work to 
make themselves more relevant to society. 

AT : Can you give me an example of one element or indicator? 

WZ: One indicator could be as simple as research and development. Is 
the company really investing in R&D or is it just seeing what projects are 
there outside and migrating that to the market here. Another factor would be, 
training of employees and in the right direction. Is it investing in new ideas 
continuously and encouraging its staff to come up with new ideas? 

HH: These are more internal elements but you also look at external things 
such as does a product solve one of the social indicators that we are looking to 
solve in a sustainable manner. So if we take the environment, did the company 
just organize a beach clean-up, as part of their CSR or did they create a prod¬ 
uct that encourages people to pick up their trash. Companies have to consider 
if they are changing behaviours, if they being more sustainable with how they 
spend money. That would score higher than just a one-off event. 

AT: What does 2018 hold for Nuqat? 

WZ: We have started 2018 with the In.Dig.Go programme which is fo¬ 
cused on creative and alternative education for children, in strategic partner¬ 
ship with Zain. The objective of the programme is to instill in children the 
four C’s of Creativity, Communication, Critical Thinking and Collaboration. 
While they go to school and learn a specific content, we want to equip them 
to making use of that content or subjects in life. So the programme aims at 


making use of their learning and complementing it by doing projects based on 
specific themes such as textile, furniture, film production and gardening. We 
hope to build a good case study based on the documentation and evaluations 
and reports so that the Ministry of Education can be receptive and try to inte¬ 
grate it into the private and public schools. 

This programme has been designed as a collaboration between creative 
professionals and school teachers from the public and private sectors. It is a 
whole new dimension of collaboration that we hope we can progress forward 
to us developing the workforce and human capital of the future that is able 
to cope with its requirements by being innovative and good critical thinkers. 

HH: As part of what we do when we say cultural development, we facilitate 
the environment for these things to happen. For the In.Dig.Go programme, 
under Maha El Essa, we have created a structure of how the content will be 
developed but we didn’t develop it ourselves. We held workshops with school 
teachers and creative professionals to come up with the content together. I 
think for us it is the first of a kind, the activities and fun are conducted by 
professionals and teachers assist in the background. 

WZ: Aside from that we plan to continue visiting other cities, and aim to 
complete the GCC as soon as possible and move into the MENA region, with 
multiple cities in KSA, and move to Amman, Beirut, Cairo and hopefully 
Marrakesh and Tunis. 

AT: What is the secret behind Nuqat’s ability to expand and scale up so 
tremendously and consistently while many other similar initiatives have been 
less successful? 

WZ: It is not always easy. We have moments when we quit, give up. It’s 
normal. We have had so many sit downs where we question why we are do¬ 
ing this. 

Asking why continuously when we’re so exhausted and tired is very impor¬ 
tant. We have been persistent and with every questioning of why something 
is being done, we get a different answer and that is what keeps it going. There 
is also the factor of responsibility. Every time you do something, it sets a 
benchmark and people are expecting you to outperform yourself. This really 
adds to the pressure. 

HH: The constant feedback of the people who come to Nuqat is crucial, 
everyone is genuine about how they feel, how it affected them or how it 
brought people together. Those genuine responses feed us to keep going. An¬ 
other important factor for us as a team is that we really communicate openly 
with each other and we don’t take things personally. Whenever we are down, 
we are down together and we talk about it and when we celebrate, we cel¬ 
ebrate together. It is this idea of being open whether through communication 
or emotionally, and to be able to have that internally as a team really reflects 
on the work that you provide. So we provide a healthy space for each other. 

WZ: We focus a lot on content and that is the most critical element. We 
don’t just tackle it for the people, we tackle it on a personal level. It is impor¬ 
tant for us too. It is not just about bringing in a topic that everybody is clueless 
about just because it looks nice. It is something that you are really facing and 
you want to solve it together. 

HH: I think it is content, the team, the community and the fact that we al¬ 
ways respond to the feedback we get. At the end of the day we are not doing 
this for ourselves. In 2011, we were criticized for having the talks in English 
and we responded to that and shifted our talks to Arabic. Every year, we send 
out feedback form and also pay attention to any responses we get on social 
media. We listen and take them into consideration. It is important to know 
what the user wants, how can we provide that, accept criticism to help us 
build ourselves. 

WZ: All of this, without compromising on quality or content. We’ve had 
fights with others who have tried to suppress the content and we just refused to 
give in because having an open conversation is as important as anything else. 
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Film 


‘Iconic movie 9 

Panther needs African 
accent, says Boseman 

LOS ANGELES, Jan 31, (Agencies): “Black Pan¬ 
ther” star Chadwick Boseman revealed Tuesday 
doubters had tried to convince him not to give the 
superhero an African accent — and how proud he 
was to prove them wrong. 

The 41-year-old American stars in the titular 
role in the 18th movie in the Marvel Cinematic 
Universe — the first black superhero to get his 
own standalone movie. 

“There was a time period where people would 
ask me questions about whether or not an audi¬ 
ence could sit through a movie with a lead charac¬ 
ter that spoke with that accent,” Boseman said of 
the east African inflection he gives the superhero 

— alias King T’Challa. 

“I became adamant about the fact that it’s not 
true,” he added, stressing that none of the naysay¬ 
ers had come from Marvel 
itself. 

“The intonations and 
melodies inside an African 
accent are just as classical 
as a British one or a Euro¬ 
pean one.” 

Boseman was speaking 
at a Beverly Hills news 
conference along with di¬ 
rector Ryan Coogler, co- 
stars Michael B Jordan, 
Lupita Nyong’o and Danai 
Gurira and the rest of the 
cast the morning after Monday’s glittering Hol¬ 
lywood premiere. 

The actor got his break after a decade as an ob¬ 
scure television and indie film actor when Marvel 
came calling in 2014 with a lucrative five-picture 
deal to play Black Panther. 

Real 

His appearance in “Captain America: Civil 
War” (2016) brought Boseman his first taste of 
real fame and his celebrity looks set to skyrocket 
when “Black Panther” opens on Feb 16, followed 
in May by “Avengers: Infinity War.” 

T’Challa, king and protector of the technologi¬ 
cally advanced fictional African nation of Wakan- 
da, has been characterized as the first black super¬ 
hero, which is partly true. 

Around 30 black characters have donned the 
lycra for the big screen since the early 1990s, in¬ 
cluding Marvel’s Falcon (Anthony Mackie since 
2014), Wesley Snipes’s titular vampire hunter in 
“Blade” (1998) and Halle Berry’s Kenyan prin¬ 
cess Storm in four “X-men” movies. 

The Wakandan royal can claim to be the first black 
superhero to land a standalone movie in the MCU 
and the first in mainstream American comics, having 
been featured in “The Fantastic Four” in 1966. 

Critical and celebrity reactions to “Black Pan¬ 
ther” after Monday’s premiere were about as good 
as could be expected, with reviewers hailing the 
movie as “iconic” and “astonishing.” 

Donald Glover, who is due to star as Lando 
Calrissian in the upcoming “Solo: A Star Wars 
Story,” called it “beautiful” while “Ant-Man” di¬ 
rector Peyton Reed said it was “soulful, thought¬ 
ful and of the moment.” 

Marvel Studios president Kevin Feige, who pro¬ 
duces every MCU movie, agreed that the messages 
of the movie — which posits Wakanda taking in 
refugees and extending its culture and technology to 
poorer nations — were particularly topical, but added 
that most of the script was written 18 months ago. 

Coogler and the producers came in for particu¬ 
lar praise at the news conference for their decision 
to feature a clique of powerful female characters 

— dubbed “the women of Wakanda” front and 
center. 

“I was so pleased that this story... that it sup¬ 
ported that. In African culture, they feel as if 
there is no king without a queen and this story, 
it highlights the queen, the warrior, the general, 
the young sister,” said Angela Bassett, who plays 
T’Challa’s mother Ramonda. 

“I was so proud to have my daughter and my 
son there last night, because in their faces, in their 
spirit, they were feeling themselves. They stood 
taller after last night.” 

Gurira (“The Walking Dead”) spoke of her trepi¬ 
dation over having her head shaved to play Okoye, 
the head of Wakanda’s Dora Milaje special forces, 
but how she saw it as “subversive in the right way.” 

“In theory, it sounded amazing, and then the day 
came... It happened. Then you walk into the restroom 
to wash your hands, look up like, ‘What the?’ 

“It took a few days... Then the pride started to 
grow, there’s pride around it, and the embracing 
of this symbol of power and these women.” 

Original 

As people gear up for the “Black Panther” 
movie, Ta-Nehisi Coates wants them to check out 
the original source, Marvel’s Black Panther com¬ 
ic book, where he’s booting up a massive outer 
space adventure for the king of Wakanda. 

The award-winning author and journalist, in an 
interview with The Associated Press, predicted 
that the Black Panther movie would “be the best 
Marvel film so far.” 

“(But) if people want something that they can 
be deeply involved in, if people want something 
that raises questions that extend out of the comic 
book and into the real world, if people want to 
see some amazing high-tech (stuff), this is a good 
jumping on point,” said Coates, now in his second 
year writing the adventures one of the first comic 
books heroes of color for Marvel. 

The Black Panther is the alter-ego of T’Challa, the 
leader of Wakanda, a technologically-advanced (but 
make-believe) African country. A longtime ally and 
one-time member of both the Avengers and the Fan¬ 
tastic Four, T’Challa uses his wealth, inventions, and 
country’s resources to battle against evil from both 
inside and outside his country’s borders while serv¬ 
ing as the head of the government. 

The character got a boost as a supporting char¬ 
acter in 2016’s “Captain America: Civil War.” 
The much-hyped movie “Black Panther,” starring 
Chadwick Boseman as the eponymous superhero, 
opens on Feb 16, picking up the adventures of the 
African king and superhero. 

Coates said he’s seen parts of next month’s movie 
helmed by “Fruitvale Station” and “Creed” director 
Ryan Coogler, and calls the director a “superior film¬ 
maker” and a “once-in-a-generation talent.” 

“Black people have not really had avatars out 
there like that they can identify with, and Panther 
is the biggest one right now,” Coates said. “I think 
what Ryan is going to do in terms of how this is 
going to look is going to blow people away ... It 
feels like thematically a natural tie.” 



Boseman 



This image released by Sony Pictures Classics shows Daniela Vega in a scene from, ‘A Fantastic Woman.’ (AP) 



Daniel Kaluuya attends the 
world premiere of Marvel Stu¬ 
dios’ ‘Black Panther,’ on Jan 
29, 2018 in Hollywood, Cali¬ 
fornia. (AFP) 




Sailing 


Timberlake 


Variety 


LOS ANGELES: Mark Sailing, 

who played bad-boy Noah 
“Puck” Puckerman in the hit 
musical-comedy “Glee,” died 
of an apparent suicide Tuesday, 
weeks after pleading guilty to 
possessing child pornography. 

He was 35. 

Sailing pleaded guilty in 
December after authorities said 
a search of his computer and a 
thumb drive found more than 
50,000 images of child pom. He 
was scheduled to be sentenced 
March 7, and prosecutors planned 
to ask a judge to send him to 
prison for four to seven years. 

(AP) 

□ □ □ 

NEW YORK: a watchdog group 
is politely pleading with Justin 
Timberlake to keep his Super 
Bowl halftime show “safe for the 
children watching.” 

In an open letter to the 
entertainer issued on Tuesday, 
the Parents Television Council 
hopes there isn’t a repeat of 
what happened in 2004 when 
Timberlake ripped Janet Jack¬ 
son’s costume. 

The group writes that it hopes 
Timberlake will keep the halftime 
show “friendly and safe” for the 
children watching, especially since 
some will want to emulate the 
singer. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

LOS ANGELES: Word on the 

celebrity property gossip street, 
via always plugged-in real estate 
yenta Yolanda Yakketyyak, is 
that Miley Cyrus has made a sur¬ 
reptitious, not-yet-completed off- 
market deal to sell her little-used 
equestrian estate in Hidden Hills, 
Calif, to an unknown buyer for 
just about $5 million. The Disney 
child star-tumed-pop phenom, 
purchased the more than five-acre 
spread not quite three years ago 
for $5 million. 

A tree-lined driveway makes a 
long curve up from the guard¬ 
gated street to the two-story, brick- 


Film 


Mirren talks ‘Winchester’ film 


A star is born in ‘Fantastic Woman’ 


By Lindsey Bahr 

T he lead character of Sebastian Lelio’s film “A Fantastic Wom¬ 
an “ is named Marina. She is a singer and a waitress. She has 
a boyfriend, Orlando, who is much older than her, but that matters 
little. They are clearly smitten with one another and in that post¬ 
honeymoon phase of the relationship where things are still passion¬ 
ate, but also calm and comforting. They’re planning a trip together. 
She’s moving in. Life is moving along nicely it seems. 

Marina is also a transgender woman, portrayed by a transgender 
actress, Daniela Vega. If you’ve heard of “A Fantastic Woman,” 
which recently picked up a best foreign language film nomination 
for Chile, you’ve likely heard this fact. It might even be the only 
thing you know about it. 

What’s astonishing about the actual experience of watching “A 
Fantastic Woman” is how small of “a thing” it really is, and in that 
way perhaps one of the truest expressions of modem transgender 
life that we’ve ever seen in a fictional film. Marina is just Marina. 
She has a delicate beauty, and a cool choppy Alexa Chung-like 
haircut and style. On stage, she’s performs with a sultry confi¬ 
dence. Off stage, she’s quieter and almost reserved, but very pres¬ 
ent, especially around Orlando (Francisco Reyes). 

But one night, Orlando dies suddenly and Marina’s tranquility 
is thrown into a tailspin — not just from the death of her love, but 
from all the unnecessary and often ridiculous complications, some 
bureaucratic, some purely emotional, that emerge and seem to stem 
from the fact that she is transgender. 

At the hospital where Orlando dies, the fact that her legal name 
is still her birth name and not Marina becomes an issue with a cop 
(who an uncomfortable doctor calls when she leaves the scene after 
he’s pronounced dead). A social worker, too, becomes obsessed 
with checking on Marina, which she continues to explain is just 
a matter of procedure and to ensure that she was not abused or 
a worker, but which feels nothing but invasive and inappropriate 
from Marina’s perspective. Orlando’s family, too, is unconsciona¬ 
bly cruel to her — save for his brother, Gabo (Luis Gnecco), who 
seems to be the only person in the film empathetic to the fact that 
Marina is just a human who has lost a loved one. 

Every day is filled with the ever-present threat that someone is 
going to be uncomfortable with her. Marina is gracious and ac¬ 
commodating almost to a fault, both to the insidiously subtle kinds 
of judgment and the more outward violence and hatred. Orlando’s 
ex-wife tells her in no uncertain terms that she is not welcome at 
the funeral or wake. His grief stricken son is disgusted by her and 
makes no attempt to hide. And all Marina wants to do is grieve in 
her own way. 

Lelio’s film occasionally delves into some magical realism as 
Marina struggles to maintain her composure amid such callous 
inhumanity from so many people, which is a beautiful if jarring 
disruption in a film that’s otherwise so committed to reality. 

It’s Vega’s extraordinary performance, full of grace and depth, 


that keeps “A Fantastic Woman” in check from becoming some¬ 
thing either too campy or too sanctimonious. It’s one that has the 
power to make an audience really understand and internalize why 
it is an act of bravery to simply live life as herself, and perhaps 
even change some minds in the process. 

“A Fantastic Woman,” a Sony Pictures Classics release, is rated 
R by the Motion Picture Association of America for “language, 
sexual content, nudity and a disturbing assault.” Running time: 104 
minutes. Three stars out of four. 

Also: 

LOS ANGELES: Helen Mirren says her new film “Winchester” 
isn’t a horror flick, but rather a ghost story with foreign roots and 
a distinct American element — the psychological impact of gun 
deaths. 

Mirren plays the real-life Sarah Winchester, a 19th-century 
heiress who inherited a massive fortune from her husband’s cre¬ 
ation of the Winchester repeating rifle shortly after the Civil War. 
In the film, Winchester believes she is haunted by those killed by 
the firearm, which allowed for more rapid firing than previous 
rifles. 

“It’s a ghost story, hopefully in the tradition, the very grand 
tradition, of Japanese ghost stories, ghost films,” Mirren said in a 
recent interview. “You know, the Japanese love ghost stories and 
have great belief in the power of the ancestor spirits, of the ances¬ 
tors, as many cultures do.” 

Part of the film was shot at Winchester’s mansion in San Jose, 
California, where she moved after the death of her husband in 
1881. Now known as the “Winchester Mystery House,” it is a pop¬ 
ular tourist attraction and has more than 160 rooms, 10 thousand 
windows, two thousand doors and forty staircases. 

According the lore around Winchester’s life, she ordered con¬ 
stant construction on the home to try to confuse the ghosts she 
believed were haunting her. 

“There are many theories why she did this,” Mirren said. “And 
one of the theories that we explore in the film. She was trying to 
placate the ghosts of the people who’d been killed by the Win¬ 
chester rifle. She felt their deaths very strongly. She felt respon¬ 
sible. She felt the weight of their deaths upon them. And she was 
trying, in her own way, to placate their spirits.” 

Despite “Winchester’s” themes, Mirren, 72, said the film isn’t 
trying to make any broad statements about gun ownership in 
America. 

“What I like about it and I think ... about America is that it 
doesn’t deal with whether you can carry guns or not. That’s kind 
of not the issue,” she said. “The issue is more putting the question 
mark or the weight of moral decision upon the people who make 
a fortune from making arms — whether they’re guns, bombs, gre¬ 
nades ... or whatever it is. It puts a moral decision upon the people 
who make huge fortunes from making and then I would say the 
armaments dealers in the world I would like to see it... I see it per¬ 
sonally in a much more global way.” (AP) 


clad residence that at the time 
of her purchase contained five 
bedrooms (including a main-floor 
master suite) and 5.5 bathrooms 
in more than 6,000 square feet. 


LONDON: Former “Doctor Who” 
star David Tennant has accepted 
an apology and damages from 
Rupert Murdoch’s newspaper 
company over phone hacking by a 
now-defunct tabloid. 

Tennant is one of six people 


whose claims against News Group 
Newspapers were settled Tuesday 
at the High Court in London. 

Lawyer Sara Mansoori said 
Tennant was “outraged and 
shocked by the invasions of his 
privacy by individuals working for 

Chopin collection 
set to go ‘online 9 

WARSAW, Jan 31, (AFP): 
Poland’s Fryderyk Chopin 
Institute (NIFC) on Tuesday 
said it would make its entire 
collection devoted to the 19th- 
century composer available 
online for free by 2020. 

“Chopin will be the first 
great composer to have all 
of his musical scores digi¬ 
tised” and openly accessible 
by all, NIFC deputy director 
Maciej Janicki told report¬ 
ers. 

Nearly 40,000 Chopin 
items from the UNESCO 
world heritage collection 
will be put online, Janicki 
added. 


or acting on behalf of the News of 
the World.” 

News Group lawyer Ben 
Silverstone said the firm offered 
sincere apologies. It is paying the 
claimants’ legal costs and undis¬ 
closed damages. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

LOS ANGELES: Emily Blunt 

is set to star alongside Dwayne 
Johnson in Disney’s “Jungle 
Cruise,” sources tell Variety. 

Jaume Collet-Serra is on 
board to direct the film based on 
the Walt Disney World ride. Oscar 
nominee Michael Green (“Lo¬ 
gan”) penned the most recent draft 
of the script. He rewrote a screen¬ 
play by J.D. Payne and Patrick 
McKay. The film is based on 
the classic theme park attraction, 
which operates in several Disney 
Parks across the globe and takes 
guests on a guided tour through 
the rivers of the world. 

Disney sees the film as another 
major franchise in the vein of 
its billion dollar “Pirates of the 
Caribbean” series and Johnson 
and Collet-Serra have found time 
in the stars busy schedule to map 
out how they see this film going. 
(RTRS) 


(RTRS) 

□ □ □ 



In this file photo taken on Jan 27, 2006 French conductor Fran- 
cois-Xavier Roth acknowledges the audience after performing 
‘Les siecles’ (The Centuries) at the Cite Internationale des Con- 
gres in Nantes, western France. Roth was named ‘artist associ¬ 
ate’ at the Philarmonie de Paris it was announced on Jan 29, 

2018. (AFP) 
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Indian Cultural Society team met the new Ambassador of India to Kuwait HE Jeeva Sagar 
and welcomed him to Kuwait and invited him to grace ICS event Amit Kumar Live Feb 2 at 

the American International School Hawally. 


ONCP Kuwait National committee remembered Mahatma Gandhi on his 70th death anniversary. ONCP National President Babu Francis, 
National Executive members Sridharan Subbaih, Pranesh Kumar and other members in paying homage to the Father of the Nation, Ma¬ 
hatma Gandhi led a non-violent mass freedom movement in India and his words continue to inspire all Indians. 


click_ 

Drinking problem?: Friends of Bill W. are 
available to help. Totally confidential. Email: 
rohsecretary@gmail.com 

□ □ □ 

Narcotics Anonymous: NA can help with 

addiction problems. Totally confidential: 
94087800 English/Arabic. 

□ □ □ 

Cancer online support group: If you are 

Cancer patient or family member fighting with 
this deadly disease, come join our online support 
group. Best way of dealing with this disease is 
providing support and share our experience with 
each other. There are lot of things which even 
doctors can’t tell so be member of this website 
and start sharing your experiences which may 
help others. October is recognized as National 
Breast Cancer Awareness Month (NBCAM). The 
primary purpose is to promote self examination 
and screening mammography as the most effec¬ 
tive way to save lives by detecting breast cancer 
at early stage. For more information visit: http:// 
fightingwithcancer.webs.com/ 


Latest 


Feb 7 

TIES Third Culture Kids: if you or someone 
you know has spent a significant part of his de¬ 
velopmental years outside his parent’s culture, or 
if his parents are from two different cultures, he 
is a Third Culture Kid. Join Dr Teresa Lesher to 
explore some of the advantages and disadvantag¬ 
es of being a TCK and strategies for coping with 
its challenges. Discussion follows a 30-minute 
presentation on 

Wednesday, February 7 @ 7pm 
Villa No 67, Street 413, Block 4, Shuhada 
Area, Kuwait 

Phone: +(965) 25231015 
Email: info@tiescenter.net 

□ □ □ 

TIES Chai Dhuha: Experience a Kuwaiti tradition 
with a cup of tea (chai) in early morning (dhuha). 
Feel at home among Kuwaiti ladies and seasoned 
expats while sharing what’s on your mind. 

Wednesday, February 7 @ 10am (ladies only) 
Villa No 67, Street 413, Block 4, Shuhada 
Area, Kuwait 

Phone: +(965) 25231015 
Email: info@tiescenter.net 

General 

Q8BBall Season 13: Q8BBall is beginning 
our 13th season with Boys U13 (ages 10-13) and 
U17 (ages 14-17). We train three times a week 
and play regular games throughout the year with 
schools and clubs. In June 2018, we plan to travel 
for camp and tournaments in the US. Contact 
Coach T 97128884 for information. 

□ □ □ 

Invitation to Grand Mosque: The visits 

Department is pleased to invite you to visit the 
Grand Mosque, which is one of Kuwait’s most 
treasured religious and cultural landmarks to dis¬ 
cover the beauty of Islamic arts and architecture. 
Free guided tours are available all year round 
on official working days between (9-11 am) and 





with the son of Legendary JCisfior JCumar 

(playback singer, actor, director, and music director) 


STAR LIVE BAND 


Accompanied By 


SAYRA KHAN(Co linger) a RAJEEVMALHOTRA( Co median) 

Anchor: A. A. KHAN v y. 

AIS Auditorium, Maidan Hawally, Kuwait 
{,66550065, 69709495, 97260048 

WWW.ICSKUWAIT.ORG 


A flyer of the event 


(5-7 pm), within a special tour program designed 
to cater to the needs of different age groups. The 
program is as follows: 

Reception; Auditorium show; (according to 
age group); Touring the Mosque; Q & A; Art 
workshops; (according to age group - between 5 
and 18 years old); Snack break; Distribution of 
the Grand Mosque publications and souvenirs; 
End of tour. 

According to these age groups: 

Age group: 5 to 9 years old: Morning: 60 visi¬ 
tors max; Evening: 20; 10 to 15 years: Morning: 
100 visitors max; Evening: 45; 16 and above: 
Morning: 140 visitors max, Evening: 105: 

Tour language: Arabic- English- French; Ara¬ 
bic (English upon prior request); Arabic- Eng¬ 
lish- French; Arabic (English upon prior request); 
Arabic- English- French: Arabic (English upon 
prior request) 

Rules and Regulations: 

■ Please arrive in time for your visit. 


■ All visitors are kindly required to abide by the 
mosque’s dress code. Male visitors should wear 
long pants. Shorts and sleeveless shirts are not 
allowed. Female visitors: should wear head cover 
and long loose clothing (available at the mosque). 

■ Foods and drinks are not allowed inside the 
prayer halls. 

■ For school visits, teachers are responsible for 
their students and are required to cooperate with 
the staff members of the Grand Mosque. 

■ Photography is allowed inside the Grand 
Mosque (please note that disrespectful poses are 
strictly prohibited). 

If you would like to book a tour, please contact 
us: 

Tel: 22980813/ 22980815/ 22980812 
Email: gmvisits@gmail.com 
Fax: 22473708 

□ □ □ 

Share your story with Amricani: Do you or 


contract 



By Steve Becker 


Famous Hand 


West dealer. 

Neither side vulnerable. 

NORTH 
4KOJ92 
¥ A K 2 

♦ K .1 
4J 8 7 

WEST EAST 

♦ 10 4 ♦8653 

¥ O 8 5 ¥10 9 7 

♦ 10 5 4 ♦ A 8 2 

♦ A K 9 6 5 ♦10 4 2 

SOUTH 

♦ A7 

¥J 64 3 
♦09763 
♦Q 3 

The bidding: 

West North East South 

Pass 1 ♦ Pass l NT 

Pass 2 NT Pass 3 NT 

Opening lead six of clubs. 

This deal, played in an intercity 
tournament slaucd m Tokvo in 1983. 

■%- r m 

occurred during a 16-board match 
between London and Montreal* At 
both tables, the final contract was 
three notrump and the opening lead 
was a low club. 

The British declarer at llie first 
table won Last's ion of clubs with the 
queen and led a low diamond toward 
dummy hoping to either win the trick 
or* if the king lost to the aee. that the 


the king with the aee and returned a 
club, and the contract quickly went 
down one. 

At the second table, the Canadian 
South* Sami Kehela* won the club 
lead and immediately cashed five 
spade tricks, preserving the chance 
that the clubs were evenly divided* 
but at the same time compelling the 
opponents to make what might prove 
to be embarrassing discards. 

Kehela discarded a heart and two 
diamonds on dummy's spades, while 
West was forced to discard all three 
of his diamonds in order to retain all 
his clubs and hearts. 

Reading the situation perfectly, 
Kehela next cashed the aee of hearts 
and then exiled from dummy with the 
eight of clubs, completely ignoring 
the K-J of diamonds. 

West took his four club tricks, on 
which dummy discarded the K-J of 
diamonds and declarer the Q-9-7, bul 
then had to lead from the Q-S of 
hearts. Dummy's last two cards were 
the K-2 of hearts* w hile declarer was 
down to the J-6 of hearts. Last still 
had the aee of diamonds, but it had at 
this point lost all its value. 

It did not matter whether West 
elected to return the eight or the 
queen of hearts because, either way* 
Kehela would score the last two 
tricks to make the contract. 


clubs were divided 4-4. But Last took 

Tomorrow: Sylvia. 



Tie goov TUfNG aeojjt seeing a. MOVfe ini THE 
THEATER IS TUGS 1 RUM AU-THE COMMERCIALS 
ATlHEftEOlNMlNi^ 


any of your family members, acquaintances or 
friends happen to have a story with the American 
Missionary hospital in Kuwait (Mustashfa Lemrai- 
cani) during the years from 1914-1967, the official 
period of offering medical services in Kuwait? 

Please share with us your story or your 
memory during those old days by writing the 
event and sending it to the following email ad¬ 
dress: Mystory@darmuseum.org.kw 

Notes: 1. Please send your story only to the 
above mentioned email. Story shared in Instagram, 
Facebook or Twitter will not be considered. 

2. Please write your story or memory and sign 
it with your full name, and your contact number. 

3. It will be great if you send us your personal 
photos or those of the place related to the story 
(optional). 

Your story will be part of a new book to be 
published by DAI. 

I am confident that your contributions will be 
an essential part of the history of Amricani. Share 
with us! 

Continued on Page 21 


NEW YORK 


TIMES 


ACROSS 

1 Puff_(snake) 

6 Bit of Brylcreem, 
say 

9 Following 

14 Prince Harry's 
mum 

15 It hatches from a 
big egg 

16 Unmanned 
aircraft 

17 With 3-Down, 
useful 

18 _Keane, “The 

Family Circus” 
cartoonist 

19 With ll-Down f 
snobbish 

20 California's old 

Fort_ 

21 Soupy “Oliver 
Twist" fare 

23 Cosmetician 
Lauder 

24 Award named for 
the winn ingest 
pitcher of all time 

26 Ones sacrificing 
for a cause 


28 Santa_winds 

29 Firm (up), as 
muscles 

30 Long, hard 
journeys 

33 Old coupon for 
the needy 

38 Greeting from a 
parade float 

39 With 29-Down, 
sophisticated 

40 Listening device 
on a narc 

41 Realtor's showing 

43 Murdered 

44 Grand Ole_ 

45 Put on, as a TV 
show 

46 Patron of France 

50 Produces a large 
body of work? 

54 “It is my desire 

If 

55 Word that can 
follow sea, solar 
or staying 

57 “How relaxing!" 


58 With 48-Down, 
affectionate 

59 Part of the 
Freudian psyche 

60 With 51-Down, 
weak and 
indecisive 

62 Trapped on a 
branch 

63 Screw things up 

64 Walk leisurely 

65 Authority 

66 Man cave, maybe 

67 Crust, mantle 
or core, for the 
earth 

DOWN 

1 __committee 

2 Book that might 
require a key to 
open 

3 See 17-Across 

4 Finish 

5 Sci-fi weapons 

6 Fix, as software 

7 French female 
friend 

8 Symbol of Teddy 
Roosevelt's 
political party 

9 Sticks (to) 

10 Ice, as a cake 

11 See 19-Across 

12 Go inside 

13 Spanish kings 

22 Genetic initials 

25 Like some 
wooden buckets 

27 Roddick or 
Rooney 


ANSWER TO PREVIOUS PUZZLE 
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PUZZLE BY BRUCE HAIGHT 

29 See 39-Across 

30 What it takes to 
tango 

31 Genre for Big 
Sean or Biggie 
Smalls 

32 She raised Cain 

33 Like most manual 
transmissions in 
the 1970s and 
’80s 

34 Spin, as a baton 

35 First-_kit 

36 CT scan 
alternative 


37 It’s “mightier than 
the sword” 

39 Arizona tribe 

42 __ list (tasks for 
one's spouse) 

43 Active during the 
daytime 

45 Card that beats a 
king 

46 River deposits 

47 Birch, 
“American 
Beauty” actress 

48 See 58-Across 

49 Fencing blades 


fcMtck pab 


50 Bound by an oath 

51 See 60-Across 

52 Ping-Pong 
surface 

53 More timid 

56 Grotesque 
folklore figure 

61 Org. for docs 


Conceptis Sudoku 

The grid must be so completed that every row, column 
and 3x3 box has every digit from 1 to 9 inclusive 
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Answer to yesterday’s puzzle 
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Difficulty Level ★ 


DIRECTIONS: 

Fill each square 
with a number, one 
through nine. 
■ Horizontal 
squares should 
add to totals on 
right. 

■ Vertical squares 
should add to 
totals on bottom. 

■ Diagonal 
squares through 
center should add 
to total in upper 
and lower right. 

THERE MAY BE 
MORE THAN ONE 
SOLUTION. 

Today’s Challenge 
Time 3 Minutes 
26 Seconds 
Your Working 

Time_Minutes 

Seconds 



Yesterday’s 

solution 
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Word by Word 


Sun Shams 

There is nothing new under the sun. 

Laisa taht al shams jadeed. 


JA&ull UAJ (jjal 


Numbers 


7776 

VVV1 


Seven thousand seven hundred 
seventy six 

Sabat alaf wa sabou maah wa 
seta wa saboun 
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• A lady went to a local private hos¬ 
pital to have some routine medical 
tests. She was shocked when, after 
a quick examination, the doctor told 
her she needs two surgeries for two 
different medical conditions. When 
the lady asked if the doctor was sure 
that surgery is necessary, the doctor 
said yes, but not to worry because 
these conditions are very common. 
The lady asked the doctor to write 
down the names of the medical pro¬ 
cedures, and then the doctor ush¬ 
ered her to the door, telling her to 
schedule the surgeries soon. 

Still in shock, the lady researched 
the conditions she was told she has, 
only to discover she has none of the 
related symptoms. Confused and con¬ 
cerned, she went to a reputable sur¬ 
geon the following day for a second 
opinion. “Absolutely no need for sur¬ 


gery,” the surgeon told her. 

That same day the secretary of the 
first doctor who recommended the 
surgeries called the lady and asked 
if she could come in on Tuesday for 
her surgeries. This incident clearly 
demonstrates that the priority of some 
private hospitals is making money. It 
also proves the importance of always 
getting a second opinion before any 
surgery. 

□ □ □ 

• Finally, the long awaited amnesty 
for overstaying or undocumented ex¬ 
pats is finally here! Residence vio¬ 
lators, mostly Asians queued up at 
their respective embassy on Monday 
on the first day of the amnesty. All 
are excited to go home while some 
are worried what job awaits them in 
their home country. Some still want to 
come back to Kuwait after exiting this 


amnesty while others will try their luck 
somewhere else overseas. Thanks 
to the Kuwaiti government for the 
amnesty. But some are a bit worried 
because the amnesty period given 
is less than a month unlike the previ¬ 
ous amnesty years back. The tedious 
process of filing a travel document, 
fingerprinting and acquiring an exit 
clearance and booking a flight. Most 
of the amnesty seekers are appeal¬ 
ing for a longer period at least two to 
three months grace period. For now, 
they have to rush and beat the dead¬ 
line! 

□ □ □ 

• The Amnesty granted by the 
government took off on Monday 29th 
January 2018, and illegal residents 
from various countries are seen flock¬ 
ing at their embassies to process their 
documents and leave the country. 


Overheard in the Souk 


the grapevine 


Thousands of illegal residents are 
also seen rushing to the immigration 
and residency department to get the 
amnesty stamps in an attempt to leave 
the country before the date is expired 
or pay their fines and stay in Kuwait as 
required by the amnesty law. 

The embassies and the immi¬ 
gration department will be over¬ 
whelmed by these thousands of il¬ 
legal residents who are rushing to 
beat the only 25 day-amnesty pe¬ 
riod which is very short compared to 
the previous amnesty which was 3 
months. The period of this short-am¬ 
nesty may not be enough to catch 
up, because some, if not majority 
of people, would need more time to 
gather money and pay for their fines 
or for their ticket. In this respect, it 
is hoped that the government will 
extend the amnesty period so that 



it benefits all eligible people living in 
this country. 

□ □ □ 

• Certain neighbourhoods have 
to contend with trash bins overflow¬ 
ing with garbage, spilling over to the 
streets, fattening the feline popula¬ 
tion with great flourish. With all the 
advancements being made in tech¬ 
nology, would it be so outrageous 
to demand the implementation of an 
automatic vacuum waste collection 
system? This isn’t a novel idea for 
the Gulf region, an enterprising neigh¬ 
bour has such pipelines in the pipe¬ 
line of its infrastructure development 
programme. Could Kuwaiti entrepre¬ 
neurs and companies look into bring¬ 
ing in innovations like the pneumatic 
refuse collection technology instead 
of opening yet another coffee shop or 
burger place? 


Gaming 


Battle-and-strategy games see low demand 

Virtual beau captures Chinese hearts as female gaming blooms 



This file picture taken on Aug 14, 2017 shows a woman looking at her mobile phone as she walks at a mall 

in Beijing. (AFP) 


SHANGHAI, Jan 31, (AFP): With 
his dashing looks, it’s little wonder 
that 28-year-old tycoon Li Zeyan 
has wooed hundreds of thousands of 
women across China - not bad for an 
avatar in a mobile game. 

Li is the most popular character 
in “Love and Producer”, a Chi¬ 
nese simulation game that has been 
downloaded more than 10 million 
times since debuting in December, 
mostly by women seeking steamy 
fantasy affairs with its four virtual 
suitors. 

Its viral popularity has highlighted 
a huge potential market for the gam¬ 
ing industry in China, where one 
in four mobile phone gamers is a 
woman - numbers that are expected 
to grow. 

The game, and a separate one also 
aimed at women in which users can 
“mother” an intrepid frog charac¬ 
ter, have leapt into the top ranks of 
China’s most-downloaded mobile 
games. 

The frenzy over the games has 
focused attention on China’s “she 
economy” - the expanding consumer 
power of its hundreds of millions of 
smartphone-wielding women - just 
as game developers face slowing 
growth in the gigantic market for 
battle-and-strategy games aimed 
largely at Chinese men. 

In “Love and Producer”, players 
choose from four Prince Charm¬ 
ings - business CEO Li, a scientist, 
a special agent and a famous singer - 
attractive “catches” that tap into the 
rising relationship expectations of 


Chinese millennial women. 

China’s huge population of mo¬ 
bile users already increasingly live 


through their smartphones, com¬ 
municating via messaging apps like 
WeChat, sharing on social media, 


and paying digitally for a range of 
goods and services with a tap on 
their phone screen. 


“Love and Producer” now also 
offers the chance to have a virtual 
fling while sitting on the bus, said 
Liu Yixuan, a 19-year-old university 
student. 

“A third of my friends play the 
game and many insist on calling 
themselves Li’s ‘wife,’” Liu said. 

“I’m intrigued by the characters’ 
good looks and the graphics, but 
other ‘wives’ are obsessed with talk¬ 
ing to their ‘husband’, who will reply 
with sweet words in a deep and at¬ 
tractive voice.” 

Patterned 

Created by Nikki Games, a de¬ 
veloper in eastern China, it was 
patterned on Japanese “otome”, or 
“maiden” games, simulated-romance 
worlds generally aimed at women. 

China already is a mobile-gaming 
leader, with internet giant Tencent 
in particular raking in profits from 
games like the hit “Honour of Kings” 
in which players spend on things like 
outfits for their characters. 

In “Love and Producer”, the 
player runs a fictional TV produc¬ 
tion company that they must save 
from bankruptcy, all while dating 
one or more of the male love inter¬ 
ests. 

Players complete tasks which al¬ 
low them to collect cards that are 
in turn needed to realise a success¬ 
ful TV show - or an eventful “date” 
with one’s lover. Cards can also be 
purchased. 

Steamy embraces occur, though 
the action stops there. 


In the “real” world, one uni¬ 
dentified fan wished Li Zeyan 
a happy birthday in a giant illu¬ 
minated message projected on a 
skyscraper in the southern city of 
Shenzhen on January 13, a pricey 
stunt likely to have cost tens of 
thousands of yuan (several thou¬ 
sand dollars). 

Various estimates put the percent¬ 
ages of US women who regularly 
play mobile games at 50 percent or 
higher, boosted by popular apps like 
the puzzle game Candy Crush. 

Chinese consultancy iResearch 
said women accounted for 24.1 
percent of gamers in China in 
2016, but that figure is projected 
to climb. 

“The overall mobile game in¬ 
dustry faces a bottleneck in user 
growth, but female players have 
been unleashed in terms of play¬ 
ing time and their willingness and 
ability to pay,” said Wang Guanx- 
iong, an independent industry ana¬ 
lyst. 

“Female players are more inclined 
to share on social media, including 
their inner thoughts, and are more 
loyal. They will be the breakthrough 
point for game companies the next 
two years.” 

“Love and Producer” was recently 
leapfrogged by a Japanese-devel¬ 
oped game called “Travelling Frog”, 
in which players prepare an amphib¬ 
ian avatar for a journey. 

For a week earlier this month, it 
was the top-downloaded app in Chi¬ 
na in the iOS Store. 



This week we will travel to 


Canada 



7. Kelowna 

Located on the sunny Lake Okanagan, 
Kelowna offers a cure for whatever ails 
you. Spend the weekend golfing, relaxing 
on the beach or exploring a nature trail. The 
Okanagan Valley is chock-full of orchards, 
while many local vineyards offer wine 
tasting and tours. Slop at the mid- 19th- 
century Father Pandosy Mission for a 
glimpse of Kelowna's history , then plan a 
moonlit cruise on the lake to end your day. 


8. Niagara Falls 

Once a destination for honeymoons and 
family vacations, Niagara Falls has really 
stepped it up as an action-packed vacation 
spot. I he falls arc literally the biggest draw 
- watching the frothy water tumble at 


r 



alarming speeds can be mesmerizing. 
Throw on a poncho and hop aboard the 
Maid of the Mist to cruise close enough to 
the falls to be drenched by spray. Flit the 
main strip of Clifton Hill for flashy tourist 
attractions and restaurants galore. 


9* Cape Breton Island 

"For simple beauty. Cape Breton outrivals 
them all." 

So said Alexander Graham Bell of the 
island he adopted as his home. Rich with 
Celtic, Mi'kmaq and Acadian heritage. 

Cape Breton is a delight for history buffs, 
music lovers and explorers of nature. 
Immerse yourself in 18th-century life at the 
Fortress of Louisbourg, explore the winding 
roads and Atlantic vistas of the Cabot Trail. 



MOVENPICK 

HOTEL & RESIDENCES 
HAJAR TOWER MAKKAH 



/7T1 

h flu 
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The holy city 
and a spiritual stay 

Enjoy great offers on the available 
room rates. Have a blessed stay merely 
a few steps away from the holy Kaaba 
and enjoy the following features: 

A kids dub with a variety of fun games 
* A complete care foot massage after 
performing the rituals (only for men) 
International restaurants catering to all tastes 
* A fully-equipped business centre 
Access to a huge shopping mall within the 

Abraj Al Bait complex 

For bookings and inquiries, 
kindly contact us through any of the following methods; 

website: www.movenpick.com/makkah, 
phone: *96612 5717171, toll free 800 120 3000 
email: hote L m akk a h. rese rva t Eon@ move npick.com 


movenpickicom/makkah 
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Goldman Sachs workshop held for bank’s private banking clients 


AUB organises event on ‘Investment Outlook for 2018 



Photos from the event. 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: Ahli United 
Bank (AUB) recently held an event 
for Private Banking clients which 
included a lecture entitled ‘The 
Investment Outlook for 2018’, as 
part of its continued efforts in offer¬ 
ing advice and consultancy services 
on investments to its current and 
potential customers. The lecture was 
held to provide greater awareness 
of investment opportunities across a 
number of different markets. 

The lecture, held in Sheikh Jaber 
A1 Ahmad Cultural Center, was 
delivered to a select group of the 
bank’s Private Banking clients, who 
have been keen to attend similar 
events organized by AUB, to keep 
abreast of the changing dynamics 
across the financial and investment 
sector. 

The lecture was led by Oliver 
Rahe, Head of Distribution in the 
Middle East and North Africa and 


Fahad A1 Saif, Executive Director 
GCC from Goldman Sachs Asset 
Management, who focused on the 


future of investments in different 
global markets shedding light on the 
general outlook for various econo¬ 


mies. Moreover, they answered 
questions that revolved around the 
continued growth of the equities 


market and the overall link to the 
reevaluation of assets and poten¬ 
tial risks in 2018. Medhat Tawfik, 


General Manager of AUB’s Private 
Banking and Wealth Management, 
welcomed the attendees in his intro¬ 
ductory address, and said, “We aim 
to organize such events to provide 
the opportunity for our Private 
Banking clients to benefit from an 
insight into global investment op¬ 
portunities whilst highlighting the 
various risks associated with invest¬ 
ments and markets performances.” 

“The resources and consulta¬ 
tions that AUB provides our clients 
allows them to better manage their 
investments, in an ever changing 
global environment,” added Tawfiq. 

In his closing note, Medhat Taw¬ 
fiq, “We are very pleased with the 
outcome of this event. Hosting such 
sessions reflects the Bank’s desire 
to provide improved services for 
its clients. AUB will to continue to 
provide first class banking services 
for its clients.” 


Full day use for heavy duty users with smart 
battery management* 


Double-digit increase in mid-size crossover, full-size sedan segments 




Devices become more powerful 


Huawei Mate 10 series: Al & 
future of mobile intelligence 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: Artificial Intelli¬ 
gence (AI) is changing the way both busi¬ 
nesses and individuals function. The abil¬ 
ity to process, leverage, and learn from 
big data means machines are becoming 
more powerful in the one area they could 
not compete with humans: they can now 
think, and faster. Huawei views this as an 
important turning point and a shift from 
the smart to the intelligence revolution. 

The spirit of Huawei Mate 10 series is 
built on that very concept — to create in¬ 
novative devices that help make the lives 
of our consumers easier. As Huawei con¬ 
tinues to drive the new era of ‘intelligent 
technology’, all eyes are on Huawei for 
the upcoming Mobile World Congress 
where Huawei Mate 10 Pro is shortlisted 
for the Best Smartphone category at the 
Global Mobile Awards 2018. Today’s us¬ 
ers need technology to be more humane, 
transparent and rapid, which is why the 
core of Huawei devices revolve around 
intelligent power, intelligent speed and in¬ 
telligent camera. A phone that adapts to a 
user’s behavior and needs, from auto-ad- 
justing camera settings to optimizing bat¬ 
tery usage, for example, is just the start. 

Al-powered phones like Huawei Mate 
10 series means that app developers can 
now capitalize on the power of Huawei’s 
Kirin 970chipset - a mobile artificial intel¬ 
ligence computing platform that mns on 


a Neural Processing Unit (NPU), which 
performs 25 times more with 50 times 
more efficiency. New game-changing AI 
apps could potentially replace the entire 
generation of apps we currently use with 
intelligent apps. Huawei the Kirin proces¬ 
sor will play an instrumental role in the 
intelligence revolution. 

The Mate 10 Series is also a giant 
technological leap with the introduction 
of artificial intelligence into the camera. 
This milestone is helping shift traditional 
photography to smart photography with 
an intelligent camera that can recognizes 
scenes and objects and adjust parameters 
to produce gallery-like pictures. 

Meanwhile, Huawei has also devel¬ 
oped battery management feature with 
the AI just to extend the battery life even 
further, although Mate 10 and Mate 10 
Pro already have a gigantic 4000mah bat¬ 
tery and 22.5W Super Charge. AI helps 
extend battery life by learning user habits, 
which are categorized into four groups 
— gaming, business, travelling and tak¬ 
ing photos, and under each group, there 
are 14 labels for different scenarios. Af¬ 
ter mapping the user habits according to 
these labels and groups, the phone will 
generate a customized plan to save power. 

Huawei Mate 10 Series is certainly set¬ 
ting new benchmarks in the era of AI and 
transforming the future of smartphones. 


15 lucky ABK customers win 
100,000 Skywards miles each 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: Under the super¬ 
vision of the Ministry of Commerce, Al 
Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK) held a draw 
on Wednesday Jan 11th 2018, to announce 
the winners of its latest promotion, which 
was launched last month to celebrate a 15- 
year long partnership with Emirates Sky¬ 
wards. The draw was held at the Bank’s 
Head Office, and rewarded 15 customers 
with 100,000 Skywards Miles each. The 
15 winners of the campaign were: 

1 Dr Faisal Ali Alhowell , Jabriya 
Branch 

2 Dr Nadia Mohammed Alnaki, Uni¬ 
versity Branch 

3 Haidar Hasan Khaleel, Farwaniya 
Branch 

4 Meysam Zamani Gerashi, Head Of¬ 
fice Branch 

5 Lahdan Adel Al Lahdan, Al-Andal- 
ous Branch 

6 Ahmed Farah, Salmiya branch 

7 Hamoud Nassar Al Hassini, Jahra 
2 Branch 

8 GeorgeFouad Khoury, Head Office 
Branch 

9 Salman Esam Bin Haidar, Man- 
souriya Branch 

10 Vibash Gupata Kumar, Head Of¬ 
fice Branch 

11 Karim Sulaiman Al Mawash, 
Head Office Branch 

12 Abdul Hafeez MohammedIRshad, 
Khaitan Branch 

13 Abdulatif Ahmed Al Sarraf, Man- 
souriya Branch 

14 Saleh Abdullah Al Ateeqi, Head 
Office Branch 

15 Jumana Fadhel Al Shatti, Galleria 
2000 Branch 

The Skywards Miles can be redeemed 



for reward flights and upgrades on Emir¬ 
ates, as well as luxury hotel stays, fun- 
filled family days out, or even tickets 
to a wide range of sporting and cultural 
events across the globe. With 100,000 
Skywards Miles, the lucky winners 
could book 2 return Economy Class 
tickets from Kuwait to London or stay 
in some of the top hotels in the world 
with Emirates Skywards hotel partner 
Rocketmiles. Stays start from only 5,000 
Skywards Miles. The Skywards Miles 
can also be used in combination with 
cash to redeem flights under Emirates 
Skywards’ Cash+Miles product. 

The month-long promotion covered 
all ABK Emirates Credit Cards through 
point-of-sale and cash withdrawal trans¬ 
actions, and the ABK Emirates Prepaid 
Card through point-of-sale transactions 
only. In order to be eligible to win, the 
cards needed to be issued before the pro¬ 
motion start date of 1st December 2017, 
and required a minimum spend of KD 
100 during the transaction period. 

For more information about ABK, 
please visit eahli.com or contact an ABK 
customer service agent via ‘Ahlan Ahli’ 
at 1899899. 


Ford sees 

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: Ford saw its 
market share in almost every automo¬ 
tive segment in the Middle East rise in 
2017, most significantly in the mid-size 
crossover utility and full-size sedan 
segments, at a time where the overall 
industry continued to decline. The com¬ 
pany registered increased demand for 
the Ford Edge as well as Taums, among 
other models, despite their respective 
segments shrinking overall, according 
to the company’s data. 

Ford’s positive performance also 
saw a four-percentage point growth in 
retail sales, which, combined with the 
growth across the more profitable tmck 
and utility segments, meant the brand 
made robust gains in the region, despite 
a weakened industry. 

These strong performance indicators 
were mainly driven by having the right 
products at the right time, continued 
improvement of the distributor network 
and retail experience, as well as offering 
the right solutions for fleet customers, 
according the Ford Middle East’s man¬ 
aging director, Thierry Sabbagh. “Our 
focus on the business remained laser- 
sharp,” Sabbagh said. “We worked with 
our dealers to provide them the tools 
to help them succeed whether on the 
product mix, the value for money equa¬ 
tion, or even the sales and after sales 
experience. We finished the year on a 
strong note giving us an excellent base 
to start from for 2018.” 

Improved distributor network 

This year, Sabbagh is confident that 
the industry will stabilise and grow, and 
he says Ford and its distributor network 
are ready. In 2017, Ford dealers contin¬ 
ued to invest in a stronger distribution 
network with new sales and service 
points opening in the region. Ford also 
appointed a new distributor for both 
Ford and Lincoln brands in Kuwait, 
Alghanim Auto, and recently assigned 
the Iraqi territory to its new distributor, 

Al Kasid Group. 

Strong products 

Ford’s popular lineup of products, 
especially crossovers and utilities, 
continued building on their success in 
2017, with Ford’s mid-size crossover 
Edge registering an increase of 27 per 
cent while the industry segment was 
estimated to have decreased by about 
30 per cent. Similar trends were seen 
for the full-size Taums, which remains 
Ford’s best-seller in Saudi Arabia. 

Sabbagh is positive that with the ar¬ 
rival of the new generation Expedition, 
Ford’s robust SUV lineup will become 
the youngest lineup available in a highly 
competitive scene for 2018. Ford ex¬ 
pects demand for its refreshed models, 
from the very compact EcoSport to the 
full-size, fully capable, Expedition, to 
be highly enthusiastic. 

That strong momentum doesn’t stop 
at Ford’s legendary SUV lineup. With 
over 100 years of Built Ford Tough 
tmck heritage, F-Series just registered 
an unmatched 41 straight years as 
America’s best-selling pickup. And 
the F-150 performance in the Middle 
East is seeing that boost thanks to the 
legendary Raptor that continues to take 
the region by storm. 

“F-Series celebrated 41 years as 
America’s best-selling truck — and the 
2018 model, now in showrooms across 
the region, continues that legacy with 
a host of segment-leading features, 
advanced powertrains and unparal¬ 
leled capability,” Sabbagh added. “In 
fact, our performance and technology 
innovation is stronger than ever across 
the board with unique features like the 
Arabic voice-activated Sync 3, our 
highly efficient and award-winning 
EcoBoost® engine technology, and our 
driver assist technologies coupled with 
industry leading safety features.” 

Fuel-Efficiency across the board 

With fuel economy and efficiency 





Thierry Sabbagh, Managing Director 
of Ford Middle East 


retail sales growth in Mideast 



Ford Expedition 


Q1 draw of KD 200,000 on March 28 


Gulf Bank welcomes youngest Al Danah Millionaire 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: Gulf Bank 
welcomed Obaid Saad Al-Rishdi, 
Kuwait’s newest and youngest Al Da¬ 
nah Millionaire, and his family to the 
Bank. Obaid won the Bank’s annual 
and largest Al Danah account prize 
of One Million Kuwaiti Dinars on Jan 
11th during the big draw event. 

Obaid and his family met with a sen¬ 
ior group of executives at Gulf Bank 
to celebrate his win. Commenting on 
the meeting, Ms Laila Al-Qatami, As¬ 
sistant General Manager for Corporate 
Communications, said: “We were ex¬ 
tremely happy to meet Obaid and his 
family to congratulate them. The fam¬ 
ily opened Al Danah accounts for their 
children several years ago but never 
anticipated winning the big prize. This 
year Gulf Bank’s Al Danah account is 
celebrating its ten-year anniversary of 
making millionaires and due to this, 
meeting with this year’s Millionaire 
and his family was a highlight for us, 
we wish them all the best.” 

Until the end of March, Gulf Bank’s 
Al Danah eligible customers will con¬ 
tinue to have a chance to win in the 
daily draws in which two winners will 
be receiving KD 1000 each, every 
working day. However, from April on¬ 
wards, Al Danah’s draw line-up will be 
replaced with weekly draws, in which 
five-selected winners will receive KD 
1,000 each, every week. 

This year’s first Al Danah much- 
coveted quarterly draw offering a 
prize of KD 200,000 will be held on 
28 March 2018. In January 2019, the 
award value will be replaced with KD 
150,000. 

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah second quar¬ 
terly draw 2018 for the prize of KD 
250,000 will be held on June 27, 2018 
and the third quarterly draw for the 
prize of KD 500,000 on Sept 26 2018. 
The final Al Danah draw for KD 1 mil¬ 
lion — the Guinness World Record ac¬ 
claimed largest prize linked to a bank 
account in the world — will be held 
on Janm 10, 2019, when the Al Danah 
millionaire will be announced. 

Gulf Bank encourages you to in¬ 
crease your chances by depositing 
more into your Al Danah account, im¬ 
mediately from any local bank, using 
the new ePay (Self-Pay) service, which 
is available on Gulf Bank’s Online and 
Mobile Banking. 

Al Danah also offers a number of 
unique services including: the Al Da- 



The youngest Al Danah Millionaire with his parents and CEO of Gulf Bank, 

Tony Daher. 


Etihad introduces special fares 
to Dublin to mark visa lifting 


ABU DHABI, UAE, Jan 31: Etihad 
Airways, the national airline of the 
UAE, has introduced special fares for 
its Abu Dhabi-Dublin flights to cel¬ 
ebrate the lifting of visa requirements 
for UAE nationals travelling to Ireland, 
which comes into effect today. 

The special fares start from AED 
2,885 in Economy Class and AED 
15,215 in Business Class (including ap¬ 
plicable taxes and surcharges). 

Mohammad Al Bulooki, Etihad Air¬ 
ways’ Executive Vice-President Com¬ 
mercial, said: “Etihad Airways has wit¬ 
nessed considerable demand for its Abu 
Dhabi-Dublin route during recent years 
and the removal of visa requirements is 
great news for UAE nationals looking 


to visit Ireland for a holiday or business. 

“The national airline is delighted to 
celebrate this landmark moment with 
the introduction of special fares for 
UAE-based air travellers, which we 
hope will encourage more UAE nation¬ 
als to visit the ‘Emerald Isle’.” 

Over the coming months, Etihad Air¬ 
ways will continue to work closely with 
its partner, Tourism Ireland, to promote 
the visa requirements change and intro¬ 
duce special campaigns to highlight Ire¬ 
land as an attractive tourist destination. 

Etihad Airways operates double dai¬ 
ly return flights between Abu Dhabi and 
Dublin. The airline deploys a two-class 
Airbus A330-200, configured with 22 
Business and 240 Economy Class seats. 


nah Deposit Only ATM card which 
helps account holders deposit their 
money at their convenience; as well 
as the Al Danah calculator to help 
customers calculate their chances of 
becoming an Al Danah winner. 

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah account is 
open to Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti 
residents of Kuwait. Customers re¬ 
quire a minimum of KD 200 to open 
an account and the same amount must 
be maintained as for customers to be 
eligible for the upcoming Al Danah 
draws. If the customer’s account bal¬ 
ance falls below KD 200 at any given 
time, a KD 2 charge will be made on a 


monthly basis to the account until the 
minimum balance is met. Customers 
who open an account and/ or deposit 
more will enter the daily draw within 
two days. 

To take part in the Al Danah 2018 
upcoming quarterly and yearly draws, 
customers must meet the required hold 
period for each draw; customers can 
visit one of Gulf Bank’s 57 branches, 
transfer on line, or call the Customer 
Contact Center on 1805805 for assis¬ 
tance and guidance. Customers can 
also log on to www.e-gulfbank.com/ 
aldanahwinners, to find out more about 
Al Danah and its winners. 


gaining prominence on the list of 
consumer demands in the Middle East, 
Ford’s multi-award winning turbo¬ 
charged engine technology continues 
to receive more and more demand, 
especially as consumers realise the 
unique benefits the EcoBoost range 
offers in terms of fuel economy without 
sacrificing performance. 

EcoBoost engines power a vast range 
of models in the current Ford line-up in 
the Middle East, including the nimble 
Focus, the larger Taums, utility vehicles 
like the Ford Kuga, Edge, Explorer, 
Expedition and even the mighty beast, 
the F-150 Raptor pickup. EcoBoost 
technology also lies behind the success 
of the Le Mans class-winning racer, the 
Ford GT supercar. 

Commercial Vehicles 

Ford’s Commercial Vehicles team 
made a significant contribution to the 
business in 2017 by developing unique 
fleet solutions and securing key tenders 


in Saudi Arabia and the UAE. The 
globally best-selling Ford Transit — a 
byword for versatility and dependability 
in markets across the globe — has made 
major inroads into a range of commer¬ 
cial applications last year; one of which 
is the Dubai Corporation for Ambulance 
Services (DCAS) new “ambulance of 
the future”, on show this week as part of 
the stand at the Arab Health Exhibition 
and Congress in Dubai. 

Additionally, more and more SMEs 
also continue to look to Transit and its 
derivatives as the perfect partner that 
delivered exactly what these businesses 
needed in terms of capability, fuel 
efficiency and safety features. And just 
recently, large businesses such as Souq, 
com and DHL have adopted the Ford 
Transit as part of their growing fleets. 

Lincoln luxury 

The Lincoln luxury brand is looking 
for a bright year in 2018, following a 
successful 2017. The brand remains 


committed to the Middle East and con¬ 
tinues to grow its presence throughout 
the region thanks to dealers investing 
in stand-alone facilities and network 
expansions in the UAE, Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia. 

The newly-announced all-new 
Lincoln Navigator has received an 
outstanding welcome to the region, with 
demand outstripping initial supply. The 
ultra-exclusive Presidential range of 
trim options has also been greeted with 
enthusiasm from customers who are 
keen to push the limits of luxury even 
further. 

Customer satisfaction 

One area that Ford has been relent¬ 
lessly working with its dealer partners 
is customer satisfaction. According 
to Ford’s own customer satisfaction 
survey, more and more customers are 
satisfied with the level of sales and 
after-sales services they are receiving 
from Ford dealers. 
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Social media helps young Iranians expand their horizons 




An Iranian traveller arrives at a bus terminal in Tehran on Jan 13. (AFP) 


TEHRAN, Jan 31, (AFP): A travel 
frenzy is gripping young Iranians, 
who are inspiring each other through 
social media to overcome tradi¬ 
tional constraints and expand their 
horizons. 

The exploits of young Iranian 
travellers, hitchhiking and backpack¬ 
ing their way around the globe, have 
become immensely popular on Insta- 
gram and Telegram, the most widely 
used apps in Iran, with some gather¬ 
ing more than 200,000 followers. 

Iran has long had a globetrotting 
elite thanks to the large diaspora that 
fled to the United States and Europe 
after the 1979 revolution, but now 
it is the turn of the emerging middle 
class to stretch their wings, overcom¬ 
ing cultural barriers and parental 
worries in the process. 

Sara Louee, 31, grew up thinking 
that holidays were a family trip to 
the northern coasts of Iran. 

But two years ago, she met a 
group of foreigners through the 
website couchsurfing.com and joined 
them as they hitchhiked to the an¬ 
cient city of Yazd. 

She was unprepared: “I had abso¬ 


lutely no equipment. I was wearing 
flimsy girly shoes and had borrowed 
a backpack from a friend,” she told 
AFP. 

But her mind was opened to a 
world of possibility and she was 
soon saving for a 40-day trip around 
Europe, even if it meant battling with 
her conservative-minded parents. 

Trust 

“My family didn’t accept it easily 
or overnight. I went through a lot of 
pain. But I gradually proved I could 
do it with shorter trips and gained 
their trust,” said Louee, who now 
blogs regularly about her travels. 

“These days, if I stay home at the 
weekend, my dad comes over and 
asks if something is wrong,” she 
added, laughing. 

Other young Iranians, particularly 
women, say they had been taught 
that travelling alone was dangerous. 

“When I told people I stayed in 
a hostel in Europe, Iranians would 
be shocked and say ‘You mean 
there were strangers in your room?! 
Didn’t they do anything to you?”’ 
said Mahzad Elyassi, another travel 


blogger. 

She only heard about hitchhik¬ 
ing for the first time in 2015 but has 
since travelled to all 32 of Iran’s 
provinces and 20 countries. 

“We’ve proven that Iran is really 
safe for such trips. It’s become a 
trend. 

“One woman said she used my 
Instagram page to convince her hus¬ 
band, saying: ‘If she can do it alone, 
so can we.’” 

Last year, Iran recorded 9.2 
million departures, a 38.5-percent 
increase on the previous year and 
almost double the numbers a decade 
ago. 

The trend has been helped by 
President Hassan Rouhani, who 
came to power in 2013 promising 
to improve Iran’s relations with the 
world. 

Iranians are not welcome every¬ 
where: the United States this year 
banned them from entry unless they 
have close family, and European 
countries have strict and laborious 
procedures for tourists designed to 
weed out poor people. 

But much of the rest of the world 


is welcoming Iran’s tourist boom, 
with 38 countries now waiving visas 
for Iranians. 

They include Georgia, Russia, 
Turkey and Malaysia, and talks are 
reportedly under way with India. 


Technology 

That has helped encourage travel 
among those outside of the rich 
elite by putting the focus on cheaper 
countries. 

“Maybe Iranians don’t have 


enough dollars or euros to travel to 
Europe but they can explore places 
like southeast Asia,” said Elyassi. 

Technology has also been crucial. 

“When I started, Google Maps 
didn’t exist. People couldn’t just 
easily travel and share their experi¬ 
ences,” said Reza Pakravan, 43, one 
of Iran’s best-known travellers after 
he broke the world record for cross¬ 
ing the Sahara on a bike. 

Alireza Zafari, 38, has spent two 
years on the “Herculean task” of 
documenting the whole of Iran for 
travellers, a project he expects will 
take another eight years to complete. 

He hopes to encourage more 
Iranians and foreigners to visit Iran’s 
beauty spots rather than the default 
option of popping across the border 
to Turkey, still the top choice for 
Iranians with 2.1 million visits last 
year thanks to cheap package tours 
and the availability of booze. 

“The reason behind the travel 
wave is that people have become 
aware of the world, and technology 
gives them easy access to the infor¬ 
mation they need,” Zafari told AFP. 


Travel 



General 

Continued from Page 18 
KIFF anti-drugs campaign: As 

part of the Fraternity fest, Kuwait India 
Fraternity Forum (KIFF) is conducting 
Anti-Drugs Campaign among Indians 
living in Kuwait. According to the 
available statistics of Indian Embassy, 
60% of the convicted Indians in Kuwaiti 
Jails are arrested on drug-related cases. 
The recent cases of death and captives 
of Indian drug abusers is a threaten¬ 
ing news. To defend and to campaign 
against such social crisis by protecting 
individuals as well as the society has 
become obligatory. In this current situ¬ 
ation, Kuwait India Fraternity Forum 
is conducting campaign by distributing 
handouts, conducting counseling, semi¬ 
nars etc. to educate the Indians living in 
Kuwait informed President Saifudheen 
Nalakath in a press release. For more 
details contact: 55062071 or email at 
kiffkuwait@ gmail.com. 

□ □ □ 

NYF offers free yoga classes: 

NYF Kuwait offers free yoga, breath¬ 
ing, meditation and reiki classes by a 
well-experienced female yoga teacher 
for all age groups. Classes are given on 
the basis of different health problems, 
stress and other problems by different 
techniques. Contact: 99315825. 

□ □ □ 

Leadership Excellence Course: 

The Leadership Excellence Course 
(LEC) is a course modeled on the 
Seerah of Rasoolullah who is the best 
model of leadership for all mankind. 

The LEC focuses on the lessons that we 
can learn from the Seerah of 
Rasoolullah and see how we can apply 
them in our lives to become winners in 
this world and the next. 

The objectives of the course are 1. 
Understand what leadership is from the 
Seerah of Rasoolullah and how to apply 
it in our lives today 2. Understand the 
purpose of our lives and learn to live 
that purpose with confidence 3. Under¬ 
stand the importance of connecting to 
Allah and learn how to do it 4. Under¬ 
stand how to leverage your strengths and 
overcome weaknesses 5. Understand 
how to articulate your life goal and cre¬ 
ate a road map to achieve it. 

For more information please visit 
www.leckuwait.com or call 99514995 / 
66363310. 

□ □ □ 

AWL registration: If you would 

like to join the American Women’s 
League (AWL), please call 99039723 or 
94067999 or email: kuwaitawl@yahoo, 
com. All American women and wives of 
Americans are welcomed. 

□ □ □ 

Ugandans register with UIK: Are 

you a Ugandan living and working 
in Kuwait? Would you like to get in 
touch with other Ugandans in Kuwait 
both socially and professionally? Then 
please get in touch with us. We would 
like to invite you to register with the 
Ugandans in Kuwait (UIK) association, 
an informal organization of Ugandans 
living and working in Kuwait. The pur¬ 
pose of this exercise is to get together 
as Ugandans and to consider taking 
the first steps to establishing a more 
formal organisation. This association 
is voluntary. It is designed to create a 
forum for Ugandans in Kuwait to foster 
a sense of community, to communicate 
more effectively with each other and to 
encourage Ugandans out here to work 
together. 

We are also planning a celebration to 
mark 50 years of Ugandan’s Inde¬ 
pendence this year. If you have any 
questions regarding this association or 
if you are interested in registering, then 
please send us an email at ugandan- 
sinkuwait@gmail.com. We hope to 
hear from you soon. 

□ □ □ 

TIES Center events: ties Center an- 

nounces following events - Taj weed and 
Recitation: Learn and practice the art of 
reciting the Holy Quran (tajweed). The 
instructor will also answer questions 
related to the meaning of the Arabic 
words and verses. 

Every Sunday & Tuesday @ 10 - 
11:30am; every Monday @ 5-6:30pm. 

The TIES Center is the social and 
educational hub for English Speaking 
expats in Kuwait. For more informa¬ 
tion, please call 25231015 or e-mail 
info@tiescenter.net or visit www. 
tiescenter.net. 



This undated image provided by MSC Cruises shows the four-deck atrium at the heart of MSC 

Seaside. (AP) 



This undated image provided by Carnival Cruise Line shows guests on a Carnival cruise par¬ 
ticipating in a Dr Seuss-themed ‘Green Eggs and Ham’ breakfast. (AP) 



This undated image provided by Royal Caribbean shows the Ultimate Family Suite debuting 
on Symphony of the Seas, which will be the world’s larqest cruise ship when it launches in 

spring. (AP) 


This undated image rendering provided by Celebrity Cruises shows the Magic Carpet on Ce¬ 
lebrity Edge. (AP) 


Boom in small cruising: It’s not about the slides’ 


A look at new ships, trends in cruising 


By Beth J. Harpaz 

W hat’s new in cruising for 2018? As 
usual, there’s lots of razzle-dazzle 
— laser tag, water slides, zip lines and 
massive LED screens — along with a 
continued emphasis on healthy lifestyle 
options, from dining to fitness. 

But there are also changes underway 
in ship design, itineraries and who’s 
cruising. 

New ships are offering more outdoor 
spaces and views of the sea, with 
promenades, boardwalk-style decks, 
glass walls, transparent walkways and 
see-through slides. 

Small ships, river ships and expedi¬ 
tion cruises are booming, with more 
itineraries in cold-water destinations 
like Iceland, Greenland and the polar 
regions. Alaska cruises are as popular as 
ever, for big and small vessels. 

There’s a new focus on marketing to 
millennial, many of whom cruised as 
kids. Royal Caribbean says its shorter 
cruises — like three- and four-night 
Miami-Bahamas trips — are proving 
popular with 20-somethings who may 
not want to commit to a full week at sea. 
Uniworld is offering “U by Uniworld” 
river cruises for ages 21-45 only, with 
European itineraries that include music 
festivals. 

The Cruise Lines International As¬ 
sociation, which represents most of the 
world’s major cruise brands, noticed 
another new phenomenon: “skip-gen” 
cruising. Grandparents are cruising with 
grandkids, but skipping a generation 
by sailing without mom and dad. Most 
cruises provide a range of children’s 
programming so grandparents aren’t 
baby-sitting all day, while also offering 
activities, excursions, meals and shows 
that all ages can enjoy together. 

The cruise industry continues to 
grow, with 27 million cruisers expected 
in 2018, a million more than last year 
and up from 18 million in 1979. There 
are also 27 new ships coming out in 
2018, according to CLIA: 10 for river 
cruising, 17 for ocean. 


“We’re in our golden age,” said CLIA 
Chairman Arnold Donald, who is also 
CEO of Carnival Corp, at a Jan 25 meet¬ 
ing in New York. “Cruising has never 
been more popular.” 

Features 

Royal Caribbean’s Symphony of the 
Seas will be the world’s largest cruise 
ship when it launches this spring. Its 
inaugural season will be in Europe, 
with sailings from Miami beginning in 
November. Features include a laser tag 
arena, Bionic Bar where robots make 
drinks, a 10-story racing slide called 
Ultimate Abyss, rock climbing and ice 
skating. The ship will host a production 
of the Broadway hit “Hairspray” and 
its sports bar will feature 30 big-screen 
TVs. A luxury family suite for eight 
includes a two-story slide, private movie 
theater, Lego wall and secret crawl 
space. But it’s not for budget cruising: 
It’s priced in the tens of thousands of 
dollars. 

Norwegian Cruise Line’s Norwegian 
Bliss also launches this spring and heads 
to Alaska. It’s designed for enjoying 
natural scenery, with a 180-degree ob¬ 
servation lounge for watching glaciers. 
Recreation includes laser tag, a race 
course for electric go-karts, a waterslide 


with a transparent tube that swooshes 
you along the side of the ship. Other 
features include a Beatles club with a 
cover band and a spa with a snow room 
and a salt room. Norwegian is starting 
to move away from the celebrity chef 
craze, but dining options will include a 
barbecue spot called Q, Los Lobos for 
Mexican food and Food Republic, where 
dishes like ceviche or Asian noodles can 
be ordered from an iPad. 

Holland America Line launches the 
Nieuw Statendam in December. The 
ship’s features include World Stage, an 
entertainment venue with a two-story, 
270-degree wraparound LED screen; 
Music Walk, where three lounges offer 
different genres of music; and BLEND, 
where guests can blend their own wine. 
Holland America is also continuing a 
partnership with O, The Oprah Maga¬ 
zine, through 2018, on 300 cruises with 
programs for meditation, health, style 
and even a book club that’s included 
onboard appearances by authors like 
Elizabeth Strout. Holland America Line 
is also starting round-trip Boston-Cuba 
trips this year. 

Celebrity Edge begins sailing in 
November. Its futuristic design concepts 
include the Magic Carpet, a cantile¬ 


vered movable deck that will serve as a 
walkway, a place to enjoy ocean views 
and a space for live music and themed 
dining. The new ship also features a 
venue called Eden with a three-level 
window on the ocean, al fresco seating, 
walkways and an “Eve at Eden” experi¬ 
ence that will blend performance art and 
unique culinary offerings. 

Carnival Horizon debuts in April 
with a Dr Seuss-themed water park, 
an eatery called Smokehouse Brew- 
house featuring Guy Fieri barbecue 
and craft beers brewed onboard, and 
an LED Dreamscape atrium sculpture 
that will show artwork by patients of St 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, a 
Carnival charity partner. Carnival Vista 
already has the three deck-high Dream- 
scape light panels. Other fun features on 
Carnival ships range from “Green Eggs 
and Ham”-themed breakfasts for kids to 
Lip Sync Battles a la the popular Spike 
TV show to custom cocktails at the 
Alchemy Bar. 

MSC Cruises are better known in Eu¬ 
rope than North America, but the brand 
is working to change that. In December, 
MSC Seaside launched and was named 
best new ship of 2017 by CruiseCritic. 
com. It features an interactive aqua¬ 
park, open-air promenade with glass- 
floor catwalks, two zip lines, a four-deck 
atrium, Aurea spa with a snow room and 
beachlike condo suites. You can even 
see the sea from glass elevators. Seaside, 
with a 4,100-guest capacity, is based 
in Miami for Caribbean itineraries. Its 
sister ship, MSC Seaview, launches in 
June with Mediterranean cruises for its 
inaugural season. 

Cruise ships carrying thousands of 
people have gotten all the headlines in 
cruising in recent years. But there’s also 
been a boom in small ships, river cruises 
and what’s known as expedition cruising 
on ships designed to sail in places like 
the polar regions. 

New river ships are launching this 
year from brands like AmaWaterways 
and Crystal Cruises. New expedition 
ships are coming out from Ponant and 


Scenic Luxury Tours & Cruises. And 
Viking, which was once known just 
for river ships, is coming out with its 
fifth ocean-going ship this year. Even 
Viking’s ocean-going ships are smaller 
than the 4,000- to 6,000-passenger 
vessels that have become de rigueur at 
big cruise lines like Royal Caribbean: 
Viking Orion, which debuts this sum¬ 
mer, will carry 930 guests. 

Experience 

But the experience of sailing on a 
ship that carries a few hundred or even 
1,000 people is very different from the 
experience of cruising on a ship so big 
that it’s practically a floating city with 
dozens of eateries and water parks with 
massive slides. 

“It’s not about the slides,” said Eva 
Santiago, assistant cruise director aboard 
the Seaboum Sojourn. Santiago was one 
of 360 crew members on a recent sailing 
with 450 guests. That ratio of nearly 1:1 
staff to passengers offers more personal¬ 
ized service than is possible on a ship 
four or five times bigger. Smaller ships 
won’t have a full production of a Broad¬ 
way show, like “Hairspray” debuting on 
a new Royal Caribbean ship this year, but 
you might find Santiago singing opera on 
the deck of the Sojourn under the stars. 

Small ship cruises are usually more 
expensive than big ships but they’re 
also usually all-inclusive. That means 
alcohol, shore excursions and other 
items that you’d pay extra for on a big 
cruise ship are covered in the fare for a 
small ship. 

Smaller ships may also be more 
understated in style, with a casual 
elegance that’s a stark contrast to the 
glitzy Vegas-style decor that’s often a 
hallmark of massive spaces on bigger 
ships. Or if they’re expedition ships 
with a focus on rugged adventures to see 
wildlife and scenery in the Galapagos 
or Greenland, the ships may have fewer 
creature comforts onboard but a more 
compelling experience on land than 
you’d get in a typical port of call in a 
beach town. (AP) 



In this Oct 4, 2017 file photo, Viking Sky, the third 930-guest ocean ship 
from Viking, sails past the Statue of Liberty as it calls on New York for the 

first time. (AP) 
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By Jacqueline Bigar 

Happy birthday for Thursday, February 1, 
2018: This year you will be more active in 
creating your own reality. The unexpected 
often occurs when dealing with others. You 
frequently need to confirm that you and oth¬ 
ers are on the same page. You might not 
always agree, which is OK. Your sign is as¬ 
sociated with friendship and goodwill. If you 
are single, others find you particularly charm¬ 
ing. Take your time making decisions about 
whom you’d like to date. If you are attached, 
the two of you often have different financial 
concerns. You might need to address them 
sooner rather than later. VIRGO uses preci¬ 
sion when dealing with money matters. 

The Stars Show the Kind of Day You’ll 
Have: 5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-Average; 
2-So-so; 1-Difficult. 

(- (Dec 22 - Jan 19) 

**** Reach out to someone at a distance 


P 

whom you care a lot about. The unexpected 
occurs when dealing with a group of ac¬ 
quaintances. Take an overview, if possible. 
An interaction could be more significant than 
you realize. Tonight: Break past a feeling of 
boredom and/or loneliness. 

- (Jan 20 - Feb 18) 

***** One-on-one relating draws a strong 
response. The unexpected seems to mark 
your day. Stay open to someone else’s per¬ 
spective. See what is going on with a boss 
who could be unusually vitriolic. You might 
need to regroup. Tonight: Have a long-over- 
due talk. 

- (Feb 19 - Mar 20) 

**** Others want control, and you will be 
much more content if you let them run the 
show. Your finances have an unpredictable 
quality to them, so reach out to an expert who 
knows a lot more than you about the topic 


at hand. A friend has a suggestion. Tonight: 
Where the action is. 

- (Mar 21 - Apr 19) 

**** You might be just landing from 
yesterday’s Full Moon eclipse. Give your¬ 
self some time before making any decisions 
about recent events. You will want to squash 
a display of arrogance. Let it go, and you’ll 
be much happier as a result. Tonight: Get 
organized. 

7^4*44*4 - (Apr 20 - May 20) 

**** If you need some time off to re¬ 
charge your batteries, try to make it hap¬ 
pen. Your anger doesn’t usually come to the 
surface; however, given the present circum¬ 
stances, you might be concerned about say¬ 
ing something you won’t be able to take back. 
Tonight: Lead the way. 

- (May 21 - June 20) 


*** You would prefer to avoid a difficult 
situation. Know that if you bypass the issue, 
you will just be prolonging the inevitable. 
You might be best off clearing the air as 
quickly as possible. You then can focus your 
energy on completing a key project. Tonight: 
Catch up on others’ news. 

QrfshCt/l - (June 21 - July 22) 

**** You might want to have a discussion 
about your choices after you balance your 
checkbook. Until you do that, you will not 
have a valid concept of what is possible. Do 
not negate a possibility until you have given 
it adequate consideration. Tonight: Hang 
with friends. 

- (July 23 - Aug 22) 

*** Use the morning for any matter that 
appears to be critical. You could be distracted 
in the afternoon, and will want to handle 
other issues. You might want to approach a 


O 

financial matter differently from how a loved 
one does. Tonight: Head down the path that 
seems best for you. 

- (Aug 23 - Sept 22) 

**** Your energy level rises in the after¬ 
noon as you wonder what you need to do in 
order to maintain the pace that you desire. 
You are likely to be surprised by how much 
spontaneity invigorates you. Others notice 
your dynamic liveliness. Prioritize. Tonight: 
All smiles. 

hf/lA - (Sept 23 - Oct 22) 

**** You could be in a situation that 
needs to be completed ASAP. By the after¬ 
noon, other matters take a high priority and 
could be distracting, to say the least. You 
even might want to retreat. Curb spending, as 
you easily might go overboard. Tonight: Get 
some extra R and R. 


P S 

S&yifrisQ - (Oct 23 - Nov 21) 

**** Zero in on a high priority in the af¬ 
ternoon. You seem to be able to elicit others’ 
feedback more easily at that point. Deal with 
an older person you have been meaning to 
respond to. Get to the bottom of a problem 
through an intense conversation. Tonight: 
Where the action is. 

- (Nov 22 - Dec 21) 

*** Accepting additional responsibilities 
that are dropped on you from out of the blue 
might be difficult. You come from a place 
where you need to recharge your energy 
while still having to push to meet certain de¬ 
mands. Tonight: Your instincts will lead you 
down the right path. 

□ □ □ 

Born today: Author Jerry Spinelli (1941), 
singer Don Everly (1937), actor Michael C. 
Hall (1971) 




decorative lamp shade 




fatsia spider’s web 





baking soda for acne 




turkey chili 


Supplies: 

Silk flowers 
Silk petals 
Hot glue gun 
Lampshade 

Instructions: 

Unscrew the lampshade and set aside. Collect 
as many silk flowers and petals as you get. Once 
you have the design in mind, carefully hot glue 
the flowers to the lampshade. Start with the big 
flower and then add in the smaller flowers. Follow 
this up with the petals. Allow it to dry completely. 
Now screw back the lampshade. 


The shiny green palmate leaves, like a super¬ 
sized schefflera, are each bordered with a heavy 
white speckling that often finds its way into the 
center of the leaf. Fatsia ‘Spider’s Web’ makes a 
superb houseplant. 

Site: Bright light — avoid direct sunshine. It 
prefers a cool, well-ventilated and bright condi¬ 
tion. 

Temperature: Average or above average 
warmth in summer. Keep fairy cool in winter — 
minimum temperature 55° F or 16° C. 

Water: Water freely from spring to autumn — 
sparingly in winter. Use tepid water. Mist leaves 
frequently, especially in hot weather. 


Baking soda is an effective topical anti-acne rem¬ 
edy that works exfoliating dead skin cells and 
other particles clogging. It is used topically to 
remove pimples and points blacks, and smooths 
and softens the skin. 

Take a bit of water in a bowl and pour some 
baking soda that it makes a cream like substance. 
Apply to affected areas where you’re having acne 
and to the whole skin if you want a smooth skin. 


Ingredients: 1 tbsp olive oil; 1 pound lean ground 
turkey; 1 tbsp minced garlic; 2 1/2 tsp ground 
cumin; 1/2 tsp each salt and pepper; 1 can chick¬ 
en broth; 1 can black beans, rinsed; 2 cup frozen 
corn kernels; 1/2 cup uncooked converted white 
rice; 1/2 cup green salsa; 1 cup chopped sweet 
onion; 1/2 cup chopped cilantro. 

Method: Heat oil in a deep, large nonstick skil¬ 
let; add turkey and garlic and cook, stirring to break 
up meat, 3 to 4 minutes until browned. Add cumin, 
salt and pepper; cook, stirring, 30 seconds. Stir in 
broth, beans, corn, rice and salsa. Bring to a boil, 
reduce heat, cover and simmer, stirring occasion¬ 
ally, 20 to 25 minutes until rice is tender. 


V ea y- y\bby 

Boy longs to ‘distance’ 
himself from family strife 

By Abigail Van Buren 

Dear Abby: I’m an 18-year-old guy who’s hav¬ 
ing troubles regarding my family. My parents are 
divorced, and I moved out of my mom’s house 
after I graduated. 

After the divorce, I flipped back and forth be¬ 
tween living with either Mom or Dad. I moved 
into my mother’s after an argument with my step- 
mom, who insists that I call her “Mother.” I don’t 
consider her my mother. My father is an alcoholic 
and was completely impaired when he married 
her. I’ve never forgiven him. When I visit, I can’t 
help but feel no longer welcome. 

My mother (a hypocritical tiger mom) made my 
high school career so stressful it pushed me into 

severe depression, so I spoke to 
a doctor who prescribed medi¬ 
cation for me and gave me ther¬ 
apist referrals. Since I moved 
out, I’ve never been happier. 

My siblings and I have never 
been close, other than at times 
when we needed someone to 
talk to about our parental situ¬ 
ation. 

I have been thinking about 
disappearing and starting a 
new life on my own with no thought of my family 
past. I’m not sure if it’s worth fixing the mess my 
family has become. Advice? 

— Breaking away 
Dear breaking: For your stepmother to de¬ 
mand that you call her “Mother” was wrong. 
She is not and never will be your mother. 
(Besides, you already have one of those.) For 
your mother to have pushed you to succeed 
academically is normal when a parent thinks 
her child has potential that isn’t being real¬ 
ized. That she was so heavy-handed that it 
had the opposite effect is very sad. 

If you would like to move away and start 
a new life, no one can stop you. At 18, you 
are considered an adult. But I do NOT think it 
would be healthy for you to do it in anger and 
without mending fences, if that’s possible. 
Running away will not have the effect you’re 
looking for because your family will still be liv¬ 
ing in your head. 

□ □ □ 

Dear Abby: I believe my wife is egocentric. 
She has five framed pictures of herself around 
the house. Even the wallpaper on her tablet is of 
herself. If we have a disagreement about anything, 
she won’t talk to me for days unless I break the 
ice. It’s ruining our 2 1/2-year marriage. Any sug¬ 
gestions? 

— Mystified in the South 
Dear mystified: Yes, be less quick to judge 
her because of the photos she keeps around 
the house. The reason may have less to do 
with egocentricity than insecurity. 

What’s destroying your marriage isn’t the 
pictures; it’s your wife’s inability to fight fair. 
Her silent treatment is emotionally abusive; 
it’s not a healthy way to solve a disagreement. 
A licensed marriage and family therapist may 
be able to help the two of you communicate 
more effectively. If your wife won’t agree to it, 
go alone. 

□ □ □ 

Dear Abby: Should I marry someone who 

doesn’t love me more than anyone in this world? 

— Jim in Virginia 
Dear Jim: I think that depends on who else 
the person loves. 

□ □ □ 

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van Bu¬ 

ren, also known as Jeanne Phillips, and was 
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips. Con¬ 
tact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or 
P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069. 

(Source: Universal Uclick) 



Abigail 



Site for checking travel ban www.kuwaitcourts.gov.kw/mojweb/NGeneral/Main.jsp 


emergency number 112 


Civil ID info: 1889988 



A flyer of the event 


THURSDAY 

■ ISF opens amnesty helpline: Indian 

Social Forum Kuwait (ISF) highly appre¬ 
ciated the new amnesty declared by 
Ministry of Interior. This will help thou¬ 
sands of expatriates including Indians 
illegally living in Kuwait due to various 
reasons. 

ISF urged all illegal residents espe¬ 
cially Indian citizens to utilize this oppor¬ 
tunity either to legalize their residency or 
to leave the country as soon as possible. 

Indian Social Forum has opened Am¬ 
nesty Helpline in various languages to 
assist the beneficiaries of amnesty dur¬ 
ing the amnesty period from Jan 29 to 
Feb 22, 2018. 

The on call/WhatsApp support hel¬ 
pline service is available in English 
(66624501 /65962683), H i nd i/U rd u 

(65597993/97594928),'Tel ug u (97594928), 
Tamil (69626284/99133474), Kannada/ 
Beary/Tulu (99502159/65962683) and 
Malayalam (99083007/66624501) 

□ □ □ 

■ TIES session on Prophet Ibrahim: 

TIES Center will hold another session of 
series about some prophets and mes¬ 
sengers of Allah (SWT) on Thursday, 
Feb 1 at 7:00 pm. 

As this will be the last session about 
Ibrahim (AS), we will show how Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) held him (AS) in high 
regard by emulating him in some aspects 
of life, discuss his (Ibrahim’s) physical ap¬ 
pearance and the similarity between him 
and Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). 

We will also discuss the number of 
Ibrahim’s children and wives, and the im¬ 
pact it may have had on the institution of 
marriage in Islam. 

Finally, we discuss Ibrahim’s death 
and the location of his grave, and exam¬ 
ine the Fatwah (religious ruling) regard¬ 
ing the location of prophets’ graves. 

The TIES Center is the social and 
educational hub for English Speaking 
Muslims in Kuwait. For more information, 
please call 25231015 or e-mail info@ti- 
escenter.net or visit www.tiescenter.net. 

□ □ □ 

■ World Schools Debating: The trials 
to select the National Schools’ Debating 
Team which will represent Kuwait at the 
World Schools’ Debating Championships 
in Croatia in July 2018 will take place 
from 15:30-19:30 on Wednesday, Feb 7 
at the British School of Kuwait. Open to 
all students in Kuwait aged 14-18, inter¬ 
ested parties must register their intention 
to attend no later than Thursday, Feb 1, 
2018 in order to be considered. 

To register your interest and to receive 
further details please contact Richard 
Boyle at q8debates@gmail.com. 

□ □ □ 

■ YMCA extravaganza 2018: ymca 

Kuwait conducting a Musical Evening at 
Indian Community School, Salmiya, 
Kuwait on Thursday, Feb 1,2018 from 6 
pm onwards. Musical Evening will be led 
by melodious Idea Star Singers, Joby 
John (Season 4) and Merin Gregory 
(Season 6) along with rising star of 
Kuwait, Anna Elizabeth Raju. All are 
welcome to this event. For more details 
please contact: 96624510, 97542985. 

FRIDAY 

■ CASS ‘Onattukara Fest 2018’: 

Chettickulangara Amma Seva Samathi 
Kuwait (CASS Kuwait) conducting 
‘Onattukara Fest 2018’ at Indian Central 
School, Abbasiya, on Friday, Feb 2, 
2018 from 10:00 am to 7:00 pm onwards. 


The whole day celebration is a collection 
of Onattukara traditional cultural pro¬ 
grams that includes Kuthiyottam — 
Kuthiyotta Achariyan Vijayaraghava 
kurup and team, Sangeetha Sudha — 
Kayamkulam Babu the famous Idea Star 
singer frame,Thayampaka — 
Neeleswaram Marar Brothers, 
Pancharimelam-Chamayam Brothers 
and traditional Kanji Sadhaya. 

For more details please contact: Anil 
- 99068763, Pramod - 98007684, 
Haneesh — 66610405, Jothy Raj — 
98752200. 

□ □ □ 

■ FBC tournament: Filipino Badminton 


Committee (FBC) is inviting all badmin¬ 
ton enthusiast in Kuwait to join their 
regular badminton tournament being 
held every Friday from 8 am to 7 pm at 
Kuwait Disabled Sports Club, Bin 
Khaldoun Hawalli. Over 10 badminton 
courts are now available for badminton 
practices and tournament and it is open 
for all nationalities and from different 
badminton organizations. Exclusive- 
private court are also available on per 
hour rental. For more information, please 
contact Dr Chie Umandap - 97197268 

□ □ □ 

■ Arnis/Eskrima training: Eskrimador- 
Kuwait a member of Cacoy Doce Pares 


7tems (or tke Jtikat s Or t paqe cm U 
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V) 0 * 1116, T}6Z}, $a(at oi* (axed to 
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as a courtesy to tke public. Tkese 
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greetings, webbings, social (unctions 
ok any otker non-commercial eoents. 
]*koto$rapks of all eoents are welcome. 


World Federation now opens a new 
batch of training. Learn the Philippine 
national sports, which is Arnis/Eskrima 
with the authentic style and techniques. 
Training schedule will be every Friday 
from 11:00 am to 1:00 pm @ Kaifan 
Sports Complex-Karate Gym. Text or 
call #50292148-Herms. 

□ □ □ 

■ Free IFRA coaching classes: Indian 
Football Referees Association (IFRA) 
will be starting free refresher/coaching 
classes for existing referees, new 
recruits, those aspiring to be referees 
and even those who would like to learn 
about the laws of the game at IEAS - 
Salmiya (Don Bosco). 

Classes will be from 9:00 am to 12:00 
pm every Friday. Those interested may 
call 99519439 or get in touch with any 
IFRA member for registration. 

□ □ □ 

■ Tagalog Khutba for Filipinos: The 

Ministry of Awqaf, Islam Presentation 
Committee, & Kuwait Philippine Cultural 
Center (KPC Center) invites all Filipino 
Muslim & Muslima to hear Khutba 
(Sermon) in Tagalog every Friday at 
Marzouq Al-Badr Mosque, Abu Bakr 
Al-Siddeeq St (at the back of Ambassador 
Supermarket and SM Supermarket, near 
Salhiya Police Station & Kuwait Airways 
Bldg) in Kuwait City. There will be a com¬ 
munity started and lunch after Friday 
prayers at KPC Center in Farwaniya. For 
further information, please call KPC 
Center, Tel 4712574. 

□ □ □ 

■ St Paul’s Church weekly activities: 

English worship services on Fridays at 
10.30 am and on Sundays at 6.30 pm. 
The Friday English service has separate 
sessions for children and youth. A 
Mandarin language speaking congrega¬ 
tions meets separately on Fridays at 
10.30 am in the Youth Centre at St 
Paul’s. A combined service with the 
English and Mandarin language congre¬ 
gations is held on the first Friday of every 
month. A family service is held on the 
second Friday of every month with pre¬ 
sentations from different organs of the 
church. The Church of Pakistan has 
services in English every Thursday at St 
Paul’s at 5.35 pm and for Urdu language 
speaking members every Friday at 
Diwaniya of the NECK Centre, Kuwait 
City at 5.45 pm. Please contact Fr 
Michael Mbona on mobile 65960781 or 
call at Church house on 23985929 or 
email to chaplain@stpaulskuwait.com or 
mrmbona@gmail.com For Mandarin 
speaking congregation contact Revd 
Zhu Peijin on 99551783 and her email 
address is greenolivettc@hotmail.com 

Contact person: Fr Michael Mbona 
Mobile: 65960781 Email: mrmbona@ 
gmail.com 



Kuwait Episcopal Churches Fellowship (KECF) conducted the Clergy meeting for the 
clergies of the 18 Episcopal parishes in Kuwait on Jan 25 at Abbassiya, Jleeb Al-Shuy- 
oukh. The meeting was chaired by the KECF president Rev Fr Kochumon Thomas. The 
chief guests of the meeting were Very Rev Paulose Parekkkara Cor-Episcopa and Rev 
Fr Shibu Kuttiparichel. The meeting was hosted by St Thomas Evangelical Church of In¬ 
dia, Kuwait Parish. KECF Vice-President Rev Fr Eldho C. Mathew delivered the vote of 
thanks. Rev Georgie Varghese, Rev Prince Korah, Rev V.T. Yesudas, Rev Sunil John, 
Rev Fr Eldho Palayil, Rev Fr Mathew M. Mathew, Rev Fr Jacob Thomas, Rev Biju Sam, 
Rev Fr Giju George, Rev Fr Sanju John, Rev Fr Anil Varghese, Rev Daniel Josiah, Rev 
J.J. Immanuel, Rev Levin Koshy, Rev Johnson Alexander, Rev Bobby Mathew and Rev 

Saji Abraham also attended the Clergy meeting. 
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Health 


Liver, lung cancers quick killers 

Global cancer ‘survival’ 
up, but progress uneven 


This file picture taken on Oct 25, 2017 shows a boy crying as he is vaccinated against yellow fever, at a public health centre in Sao Paulo, Brazil Long 
lines in hospitals, lack of vaccines, closed parks and more than 40 dead in 2018 — an outbreak of yellow fever approaching urban areas of the Brazilian 

state of Sao Paulo forced extreme measures to contain panic and disease. (AFP) 

US officials seek packaging fix for diarrhea-drug abuse 


Southeast Asia ‘hotspot’ for antibiotic abuse 


PARIS, Jan 31, (AFP): Cancer 
survival is increasing across the 
world but large gaps endure be¬ 
tween nations, while some cancers 
remain hard to treat everywhere, 
according to a major review re¬ 
leased Wednesday. 

The progress, and the gap, are 
especially large for childhood 
cancers, according to the CON¬ 
CORD-3 study covering 71 na¬ 
tions and 18 types of cancer, pub¬ 
lished in the medical journal The 
Lancet. 

For children with brain tumours, 
for example, five-year survival has 
improved across the board from 54 
percent for the period 2000-2004, 
to more than 60 percent for 2010- 
2014. 

Progressed 

In the United States, Denmark, 
Sweden and Slovakia, the survival 
rate progressed to 80 percent or 
better. In Mexico and Brazil, how¬ 
ever, less than 40 percent of chil¬ 
dren diagnosed with brain tumours 
survived in the 2010-2014 period. 

Similarly, five-year survival for 
the most common type of child¬ 
hood cancer — acute lymphoblas¬ 
tic leukaemia — rose to higher 
than 90 percent in Canada, the 
United States and nine European 
countries, but remained below 60 
percent in China and Mexico. 

“This likely reflects the availa¬ 
bility and quality of diagnostic and 
treatment services,” the authors 
said in a statement. 

The world has seen across-the- 
board progress on breast cancer, 
the study showed. 

For women diagnosed with the 
disease in the United States and 
Australia between 2010 and 2014, 
five-year survival was 90 percent. 
In 16 western European countries, 
the rate improved to 85 percent, 
and stood at 71 percent for eastern 
European nations. 

In India, breast cancer survival 
improved during those five years 
to 66 percent. 

Liver and lung cancers remain 
quick killers in both rich and de¬ 
veloping countries, but the last 20 
years have seen some progress. 

Between 1995 and 2014, liver 


cancer survival increased in South 
Korea (from 11 to 27 percent), 
Sweden (5 to 17 percent), and Por¬ 
tugal (8 to 19 percent). 

Similarly, lung cancer survival 
went up by 5 to 10 percent in 21 
countries, including Britain. The 
most progress was seen in China 
(from 8 to 20 percent), Japan (23 
to 33 percent), and South Korea 
(10 to 25 percent). 

Pancreatic cancer remained 
highly lethal everywhere, with 
five-year survival rates typically 
under 15 percent. 

“Greater international efforts 
are needed to understand the risk 
factors for this rapidly lethal can¬ 
cer,” said co-author Michel Cole¬ 
man, a researcher at the London 
School of Hygiene & Tropical 
Medicine. 

Led by Claudia Allemani from 
the London School of Hygiene & 
Tropical Medicine, the Concord-3 
study marshalled hundreds of ex¬ 
perts and more than 300 cancer 
registries covering 37.5 million 
cancer cases — three-quarters of 
all the cancers diagnosed world¬ 
wide from 2000 to 2014. 

Thirty-one European countries 
were included, along with 17 from 
Asia and 13 from Latin America. 
Only six African countries were 
included, due to a lack of data. 

“Despite more than 20 years of 
advocacy for ... fully functional 
cancer registries, both political and 
financial support remains woeful,” 
said Richard Sullivan, a professor 
at Kings Health Partners Compre¬ 
hensive Cancer Centre in London. 

Also: 

LAGOS: Twenty -one people have 
died from Lassa fever in Nigeria 
this month, the Nigeria Centre for 
Disease Control said on Wednes¬ 
day, in the latest outbreak in Af¬ 
rica’s most populous nation. 

“Since the beginning of 2018, 
80 cases have been classified as: 
77 confirmed cases, three probable 
cases with 21 deaths,” the NCDC 
said on Twitter. 

Cases have been reported in 
13 of 36 states while 10 health 
care workers had been affected, it 
added. 


BANGKOK, Jan 31, (Agencies): 
Overuse and misuse of antibiotics in 
food is rife in Southeast Asia, a Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
official said on Wednesday, warning 
of serious risks for people and animals 
as bacterial infections become more 
resistant to treatment. 

The official from the United Na¬ 
tions’ food agency issued the warn¬ 
ing on the sidelines of an international 
meeting in Bangkok focused on anti¬ 
microbial resistance (AMR). 

FAO’s Chief Veterinary Officer 
Juan Lubroth told Reuters in Bangkok 
that threat of antimicrobial resistance 
(AMR) was magnified in places, like 
Asia’s megacities, where there was 
high population growth and intense 
food and agriculture production. 

“Here in Southeast Asia _ we would 
consider it a hotpot because of the pop¬ 
ulation growth, urbanization dynam¬ 
ics, the production of food,” Lubroth 
told Reuters. 

A report published on Monday by 
the World Health Organization said 
that a new global surveillance system 
had found widespread occurrence of 


antibiotic resistance among 500,000 
people with suspected bacterial infec¬ 
tions across 22 countries. 

“Some of the world’s most common 
— and potentially most dangerous — 
infections are proving drug-resistant,” 
Marc Sprenger, director of WHO’s 
Antimicrobial Resistance Secretariat, 
said in a statement. 

A 2016 report by economist Jim 
O’Neill, commissioned by the British 
government, projects $100 trillion in 
losses by 2050 if nothing is done to re¬ 
verse the trend, and estimated that the an¬ 
nual toll resulting from AMR will climb 
to 10 million deaths in the next 35 years. 

“Ninety percent of those deaths 
would be in the developing world, and 
that is scary,” Lubroth said. 

He said the FAO advocates educat¬ 
ing farmers about the dangers of us¬ 
ing antibiotics to promote growth in 
animals, and stronger enforcement of 
rules governing food production. 

Also: 

WASHINGTON: US health regulators 
on Tuesday asked makers of popular 
anti-diarrhea drugs to sell their medi¬ 


cations in smaller amounts to make 
them harder to abuse. 

The request comes amid a spike 
in overdoses from large doses of the 
over-the-counter drugs, which contain 
a small amount of an opioid. 

The Food and Drug Administration 
wants manufacturers to package their 
medications in smaller quantities, such 
as eight tablets per package. Currently, 
some generic versions are sold in box¬ 
es of up to 200 tablets. The FDA said 
it also plans to ask online retailers to 
make it harder to order bulk amounts 
of the drugs. 

The key ingredient in anti-diarrhea 
medications like Imodium is part of 
the opioid family, an addictive drug 
class that includes morphine and oxy¬ 
codone. At low doses, the medicine, 
known generically as loperamide, 
helps control diarrhea. But recent sta¬ 
tistics show a rise in abuse of the drug, 
including massive doses that can cause 
heart problems and death. 

In some reported cases, people at¬ 
tempted to wean themselves off opioids 
by substituting the anti-diarrhea drugs. 

Fifteen deaths were tied to the drug 


between 2010 and 2016, researchers 
reported in a study last year. 

□ □ □ 

HARTFORD, Conn: A white former 
Connecticut university student ac¬ 
cused of smearing body fluids on her 
black roommate’s belongings asked a 
judge Tuesday to allow her into a pro¬ 
bation program that could erase crimi¬ 
nal charges from her record. 

Brianna Brochu, 18, a former Uni¬ 
versity of Hartford student from Harwin- 
ton, applied for accelerated rehabilitation 
during an appearance in Hartford Supe¬ 
rior Court. The program, generally for 
first-time, nonviolent defendants, allows 
charges to be erased upon successful 
completion of a probation period. 

A judge set a hearing on the applica¬ 
tion for March 12. 

Brochu is charged with misdemea¬ 
nor criminal mischief and breach of 
peace. 

West Hartford police say she wrote 
on Instagram in October about rub¬ 
bing used tampons on her roommate’s 
backpack and putting her roommate’s 
toothbrush “where the sun doesn’t 
shine.” 







Dr.Abdul Nazer MBB 5 ,MD 
Skin & Dermatolgy Specialist 
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The House Total Health Care... 

HELP LINE: 247 34 000 

3 Dermatology Cosmetology Dept H 

Our Services 

I PRP I Reels I Painless laser hair removal I Treatment for sears, acne scars, wrinkles, Aging, skin 
t1ghtening,stretch marks I Cellulite, fat, warts, moles, corn I Mesotherapy i Crystal peel& 
diamond micro dermabrasion I Whitening treatment (localized & whole body) I Carboxytherapy 
i Dual pee I i Botox I Fillers I Hair loss treatment I Nail surgeries I Skin biopsies I Cryotherapy I 
Dermapen \ 


OUR BRANCHS 


Behind Maghateer Commercial Complex & Opp.Polite station - Farwaniya 

Emai: lnfo@shifaaljazeera,com.kw - www.shifaaljazeera.com.kw 


Mecca Street - Near Roundsbout\ 
Life Tower * Fahaheel 

Tel:2391 9020 

info@fh.shifaaljazeeracom.kw 
^ www.sNfaaljazeera.com.kw J 

/Jleeb Al Shuyoukh,(AbbassiyaF\ 
Block 24, Bldg 37 
Khalid hiqab Al ashhab st 

Tel:2434 7090 

Email: info@alnahElclinic.com 
www.alnahiidinic.com 
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1. D iig n oiij and treatment of all skin arid hair d ireasw. 

2. An jjrjy of lasers and light sources for: 

- Hair removal and painless hair removal 
-Treatment of some pigmented disorders 

■ Pli oto focal treatment by l ight to improve texture pigmentation & telxngictesij and 
lightening of skin. 

■ Treatment of varices on tap with laser or injection. 

- New treatment of Aaie Vulgaris with light. 

- And the new Prprage lwrfor treatment of hair fall and AndrogenetK Aloptda. 

3. Tightening of the &in and giving it a youthful appearance by the THERM AGE or 
the new Nano Voting Technique. 


4. Removal of fat r skin CaxHy and cellulite with Lipo Lysis Injection or the THERM4GE or 
the ms MACHINE. 

5. Mesogtow injections of Silk peel machine to give the skin its youthful glow. 

6. Silk peel machine or hlaro Vc Ling technique c-r several kinds of peels to remove skin 
pigmentation and melasma from fare and body, 

7. Improvement of fadal contours, cheek augmentation, lip augmentation with safest 
cnni’permanent filler gr lipo transfer, 

S. Botox injections for improvement of facial expressions or hyperhidrosis, 

9. Hand rejuvenation and treatment of postacne scars with the latest array of methods. 

HJ. The Latest computer to check the skin before and after therapy {skin evidence). 

11. she best Beautitiarts for different kinds of facials. 


Saturday - Wednesday: 10 anlto 1 pm & After iftar: 8:30 pm to 12 pm, Thursday 10 am to 1 pm (Friday Off} Please call for appointments prior visits. 
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E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline.com 




Dr. M. Madhavi Latha 

MBBS, MD 
GYNEC 

18 years experience 


Diagosis and Treatment: 
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Salmiya Medical Laboratory 

Laboratory Services 


Accepting Medical lnsurar.ee 
& Embassy Clients 


Ready for Home Specimen 
Collection Service 


■ Regular General Medical Lab Check-up, 

■Infertility male & female hormones, menses abnormalities testing. 

■Infectious diseases (Hepatitis, AIDS.Sexual Transmitted Diseases). 

■ Allergy analysis for food and Inhalants 
Pregnancy, Rheumatism, Anemia, H.Pylori, Prostate. 

Specialized in advanced medical analysis collaborating with international labs, 

■ Premarital tests for male & female and Medical lab Check-up for people above 40 years 

< Supervised by a Specialized Medical & Scientific Management with Highly 
Trained, Well Experienced Technical Crew. 

■ N.B.: Salmiya Medical Laboratory does not have any other branch in Kuwait. 


Ask about our Special Offers 
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Dr, K* Sanjeevi 

MBBS,MD (Paediatrics) DCH 
Newly Joined Senior Paediatrician 

30 years of clinical experience 

Known Languages: Arabic, English, Hindi, Tamil 
and Malayalam. 


Treatment Offered for: 

* Diagnosis and Treatment of all Acute and 
Chronic Infections. 

■ Well baby follow up clinic from birth up to 
12 years of age. 

* Children Health checkup 
Nutritional Advise 

* Vaccination Services. 

* Immunization clinics - Chicken pox, 
Rotavirus, Fluvaccine 

p Diagnosis & management of Incontinence 
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Couch slouch 


Quinto to host In Search Of’ 


Stephen Colbert skewers 
Trump in live ‘Late Show’ 


LOS ANGELES, Jan 31, (RTRS): Stephen Col¬ 
bert cruised through a live edition of CBS’ “The 
Late Show” on Tuesday, thanks to plenty of mate¬ 
rial from President Trump’s State of the Union ad¬ 
dress and a lively segment with “2 Dope Queens” 
hosts Jessica W illi ams and Phoebe Robinson. 

Colbert offered his annotated commentary 
on highlights from Trump’s 90-minute speech 
to Congress. Among the zingers he delivered at 
the Ed Sullivan Theater were jabs about brew¬ 
ing scandal over Trump’s alleged affair and 
2016 payoff of Stormy Daniels. 

Colbert invoked his Trump impression af¬ 
ter a clip of the President praising “beautiful 
clean coal.” “If I weren’t burning coal I might 
be dating it,” he said. To Trump’s promise of 
reducing the cost of prescription drugs, Colbert 
responded: “Drugs would have really helped 
me get through his speech.” Trump’s promise 
of offering “love and loyalty” to all people in 
America brought the retort: “If the government 
isn’t that loyal with their love they get $130,000 
to keep quiet about it.” Trump touted the re¬ 
cent tax reform legislation that makes the first 
$24,000 of income earned by married couples 
tax-free. “A benefit Trump will be enjoying for 
at least a few more weeks,” Colbert said. Col¬ 
bert’s best line was not about Trump but Rep 
Joseph Kennedy III (D-Mass), a rising star who 
delivered the Democratic response to Trump’s 
speech. Or as Colbert referred to the tall red¬ 
headed Congressman: “Conan O’Brien.” 

The live staging of the episode went off 
without a hitch. During commercial breaks, 
Colbert conferred with “Late Show” executive 
producer Chris Licht briefly but mostly moved 
around the set, hamming it up with members of 
the audience. In the brief pre-show Q&A, Col¬ 
bert told the crowd the guest he most wanted 
to have on the show was Pope Francis. He also 
showed off his ability to speak French and his 
bona tides as a “Star Trek” geek. 

During the show, “Pod Save America” hosts 
Tommy Vietor, Jon Favreau, and Jon Lovitt were 
on hand to offer a harsh assessment of Trump’s 
speech and his first year in office. Favreau said 
Trump appeared to be “reading a hostage state¬ 
ment” and “didn’t use his Twitter voice.” 

Williams and Robinson followed, admit¬ 
ting that neither of them watched Trump’s ad¬ 
dress. “How are two dope queens dealing with 
the man from Queens,” Colbert asked the pair. 
Robinson replied: “I’ve been listening to Mary 
J. Blige non-stop and bathing in cocoa butter.” 

“We’re like, ‘Black Panther’ is coming out in 
two weeks. We don’t have time for this,” Wil¬ 
liams said of Trump’s speech. 

Robinson and Williams dubbed Colbert a 
“zaddy,” or a “hot dude” with attitude — to 
Colbert’s delight. 

The show finished out with a mock-serious 
taped bit from Michael Weatherly, whose Tues¬ 
day night CBS drama “Bull” was preempted by 
the State of the Union. “I speak on behalf of 
all Tuesday shows in primetime,” Weatherly 
said. “We’re preempting what it means to be 
an American.” 

Country star Chris Stapleton closed out the 
telecast with a soulful rendition of “... Prayer,” 
from his Grammy-winning album, “From a 
Room: Volume 2.” (As he waited to go on, 
Stapleton did his own version of scatting with 
“Late Show” bandleader Jon Batiste, and he de¬ 
clared himself to be a “zaddy” too.) 

Colbert had all of seven seconds to say good¬ 
night after Stapleton’s performance. He joked 
that it was the Conan O’Brien joke that put him 
over on time. “Somebody was going to make that 
joke,” he said. “And I wanted to beat ’em to it.” 

□ □ □ 


Executives at Fox Sports believe they are 
close to winning the rights to show the National 
Football League’s “Thursday Night Football” 
for at least the next season, a deal that would 
illustrate the company’s need for live sports at a 
time when viewership for professional football 
games are eroding. 

The 21st Century Fox unit is bidding aggres¬ 
sively, and executives feel they may complete 
a deal with the NFL in the next few days, ac¬ 
cording to a person familiar with the matter. A 
spokesman for Fox Networks Group, the op¬ 
erating unit that includes Fox Sports, declined 
to comment. A spokesman for the NFL did not 
respond to a query seeking comment. 

CBS and NBC paid a total of $450 million 
last season for the rights to air a combined 
package of ten games that was split among 
both networks. The two networks paid the 
same amount for the rights in the 2016-2017 
season as well. CBS and NBC have indicated 
their interest in airing the games could wane if 
licensing costs rose without any new benefits, 
according to people familiar with the situation. 
Bloomberg News reported Tuesday night that 
Fox had submitted a bid that would be higher 
than the $45 million per game agreed to last 
season by CBS and NBC. 

Whether the NFL had determined how to 
award rights to live-stream the games digitally 
was not immediately clear. 

21st Century Fox has reason to try to capture 
the games. The company has proposed to sell 
the bulk of its assets — including its various 
TV production studios — to Walt Disney Co. 
in a deal valued at $52.4 billion. Fox would 
keep its Fox broadcast network, Fox Sports and 
FS1 cable network, leaving it more reliant on 
live sports broadcasts to draw audiences. Fox 
already airs NFL games on Sunday afternoons. 

At the same time, NFL games aren’t the 
bonanza they once were. To be certain, NFL 
match-ups remain some of TV’s most-viewed 
properties, but their audience has begun to ebb 
over the last two seasons. Regular-season view¬ 
ership for NFL games in the most recent season 
was off 13%, while viewership for the league’s 
playoff games fell between 12% and 20%, ac¬ 
cording to research from Michael Nathanson, 
an independent media-industry analyst. “The 
NFL is experiencing a structural decline in 
viewership, and it is going to be an issue!” Na¬ 
thanson wrote in a January 29 report. 

Also: 

LOS ANGELES: History has greenlit the un¬ 
scripted series “In Search Of’ with Zachary 
Quinto attached as host and executive produc¬ 
er, the cable network announced Tuesday. 

Inspired by the iconic 1970s series of the same 
name, the show will examine unexplained phe¬ 
nomena from all over the world. Each episode 
will follow Quinto as he investigates a different 
subject within a dynamic theme — such as alien 
encounters, mysterious creatures, UFO sight¬ 
ings, time travel and artificial intelligence — and 
searches for the truth to some of the world’s 
greatest mysteries. The original “In Search Of’ 
series aired from 1977-1982 and was hosted by 
Rod Serling and later by Leonard Nimoy fol¬ 
lowing Serling’s death. Ironically, one of Quin¬ 
to’s most famous roles is playing the younger 
version of Spock-a character made famous by 
Nimoy-in the new “Star Trek” film franchise. 

“I am so excited to be reimagining ‘In Search 
Of’ and exploring new questions and phenom¬ 
ena with all of the advancements in science and 
technology from which we have benefitted in 
the past forty years since the original series first 
aired,” said Quinto. 


tv highlights 





Photos from the event 


Colourful Character Day at ESF 


The English School Fahaheel, now celebrating its fiftieth year, An outstanding display of colourful and creative outfits once 
recently held The Annual Character Day and Book Week which again impressed Lower and Middle School parents, 
included a host of activities including a Book Fair. 


Cinema 

Cinema programme from Thursday 1/2/2018 to Wednesday 7/2/2018 


12 Strong 


360° 

22:10 


16::00 (Daily Exc Fri) 


16:15 (Fri) 

Fanar 

15:30 

Avenues 

14:55 


All The Money In The World 


360° 

12:45, 

20:40, 

23:15 


(Daily 

Exc Fri) 


20:40, 

23:15 

(Fri) 

Avenues 

12:15, 

21:35, 

22:40, 


(Daily 1 

Exc Fri) 



21:35, 

22:40 

(Fri) 


Coco 


Avenues 

16:45 



Day 

Of The Dead: Bloodline 

360° 

17:40, 

23:55 



(Daily 

Exc Fri, Sat) 


13:50, 

17:40, 

23:55 


(Fri, Sat) 


Avenues 

15:00, 

19:00, 

23:00 


Dead Awake 


360° 

00:50 



Fanar 

01:10 



Avenues 

01:15 




Den Of Thieves 

360° 

11:50, 

14:00, 

14:20, 


16:35, 

16:55, 

19:30, 


21:35, 

22:05, 

00:10, 


00:45 

(Daily 

Exc Fri) 


14:00, 

14:20, 

16:35, 


16:55, 

19:30, 

21:35, 


22:05, 

00:10, 

00:45 (Fri) 

Bairaq 

11:45, 

19:15, 

21:45, 


00:15 




(Daily 

Exc Thu, Fri, Sat) 


19:15, 

21:45, 

00:15 


(Thu, 

Fri, Sat) 

Fanar 

12:15, 

14:45, 

17:15, 


22:15, 

00:45 



(Daily 

Exc Fri) 


14:45, 

17:15, 

22:15, 


00:45 

(Fri) 


Muhalab 

11:30, 

14:00, 

16:30, 


19:00, 

21:30, 

00:05 


(Daily 

Exc Fri) 


14:00, 

16:30, 

19:00, 



21:30, 00:05 (Fri) 


11:55, 14:20, 18:15, 

Muhalab 

18:15, 20:15 (Daily Exc Fri) 

Sharqia 

12:30, 19:30, 22:00, 


19:05, 00:10 (Sat) 


19:30, 21:25, 01:15 (Fri) 


00:30 (Daily Exc Fri) 

Laila 

18:15 

Sharqia 

19:00, 21:00 


19:30, 22:00, 00:30 (Fri) 

Marina 

16:00,19:15 (Daily Exc Fri) 

Avenues 

11:30, 15:45, 20:00, 

Avenues 

13:05, 15:30, 15:35, 


13:30,16:00,19:15 (Fri) 


22:00, 00:05 (Daily Exc Fri) 


18:10, 20:15, 20:45, 




15:45, 20:00, 22:00, 


23:15, 00:40 

Maze Runner: The Death Cure 


00:05 (Fri) 


(Daily Exc Fri) 

o 

O 

CO 

CO 

15:40, 20:55, 23:45 

Laila 

23:05 


15:30, 15:35, 18:10, 


13:05, 18:50,21:40, 

Marina 

18:45, 20:45 


20:15, 20:45, 23:15, 

00:40 (Fri) 


00:30 (Daily Exc Fri) 

12:10, 15:00, 17:15, 


Phantom Thread 

Laila 

20:35 


17:50, 20:40, 22:00, 

360° 

16:55,19:35 

Marina 

12:00, 14:00, 21:45, 


23:30 (Daily Exc Fri) 


(Daily Exc Fri, Sat, Mon) 


00:15 


13:30, 18:50,21:40, 


14:20, 16:55, 19:35 (Fri) 


(Daily Exc Thu, Fri, Sat) 


00:30 (Fri) 


11:45, 14:20, 16:55, 


14:00, 21:45, 00:15 


15:00, 17:15, 17:50, 


19:35 (Sat) 


(Thu, Fri, Sat) 


20:40, 22:00, 23:30 (Fri) 


19:35 (Mon) 

o 

O 

CO 

CO 

Ferdinand 

12:15, 16:30 

Bairaq 

12:30, 15:15, 21:20, 

00:05 (Daily Exc Fri) 
15:15,21:20, 00:05 (Fri) 

Avenues 

17:30, 20:05 

Proud Mary 


(Daily Exc Fri) 

Fanar 

12:45, 18:05, 21:00, 

360° 

13:00, 13:20, 15:05, 


16:30 (Fri) 


23:45 (Daily Exc Fri) 


15:15, 17:05, 19:00, 

Bairaq 

18:00 


18:05,21:00, 23:45 (Fri) 


20:00, 21:00, 23:00, 

Avenues 

13:30, 17:45 

Muhalab 

13:30, 19:15, 22:00, 


00:50, 01:00 (Daily Exc Fri) 

Insidious: The Last Key 


00:15 (Tue, Wed, Sun) 

13:30, 19:15, 00:15 (Thu) 


15:05, 15:15, 17:05, 

19:00, 20:00, 21:00, 

360° 

00:40 


13:30, 22:00, 00:15 


23:00, 00:50, 01:00 (Fri) 




(Sat, Mon) 

Fanar 

20:30, 22:30, 00:30 

Jumanji: Welcome To The Jungle 

Sharqia 

12:45, 15:30, 20:45, 

(Daily Exc Fri) 

360° 

13:15,18:30 (Daily Exc Fri) 


23:30 (Daily Exc Fri) 


13:40, 20:30, 22:30, 


11:35, 13:10, 15:35, 


15:45, 20:50, 23:35 (Fri) 


00:30 (Fri) 


19:10, 20:25, 22:50 

Avenues 

11:30, 16:35, 21:40, 

Muhalab 

11:40, 16:15, 22:15, 


(Daily Exc Fri) 


00:30 (Daily Exc Fri) 


00:45 (Daily Exc Thu, Fri) 


15:35, 19:10, 20:25, 


12:25, 20:00, 23:05 


11:40, 16:15, 22:15, 


22:50 (Fri) 


(Daily Exc Wed, Fri, Sat) 


01:05 (Thu) 


18:30 (Fri) 


12:55, 15:40, 18:35, 


23:20,01:00 (Fri) 

Bairaq 

11:30, 14:00, 16:30, 


21:25, 00:15 (Daily Exc Fri) 

Avenues 

11:40, 13:35, 14:10, 

19:00 (Daily Exc Fri) 


12:25, 20:30, 23:30 (Wed) 


18:05, 18:20, 20:20, 


14:00,16:30,19:00 (Fri) 


15:40, 18:35, 21:25, 


22:20, 22:45, 00:25 

Fanar 

12:00, 14:30, 17:00, 


00:15 (Fri) 


(Daily Exc Fri) 


19:45 (Daily Exc Fri) 


16:35,21:40, 00:30 (Fri) 


13:35, 14:10, 18:05, 


14:30, 17:00,19:45 (Fri) 


20:00, 23:05 (Fri) 


18:20, 20:20, 22:20, 

Sharqia 

12:15, 14:45, 18:15 


12:05, 20:40, 23:30 (Sat) 


22:45, 00:25 (Fri) 


(Daily Exc Fri) 

Laila 

15:30 

Marina 

12:00, 16:45, 22:45, 


13:30,14:45, 18:30 (Fri) 

Marina 

13:00,21:00, 23:45 


00:45 (Daily Exc Fri) 

Avenues 

14:15, 19:20 


(Daily Exc Fri) 


16:45, 22:45, 00:45 (Fri) 


11:55, 14:20, 15:15, 

17:40, 19:05, 00:10 

(Daily Exc Wed, Fri, Sat) 

Okdat 

21:00, 23:45 (Fri) 

El Khawaga (Arabic Film) 

360° 

Slumber 

15:50, 22:00, 01:15 


11:55, 14:20, 15:15, 

o 

O 

CO 

CO 

14:30, 18:45, 20:45, 


(Daily Exc Fri, Sat) 


18:00,19:05, 00:10 (Wed) 


22:45 


13:40, 15:50, 22:00, 


14:20, 15:15, 17:40, 

Bairaq 

20:15, 22:15, 00:30 


01:15 (Fri) 


19:05, 00:10 (Fri) 

Fanar 

19:20, 21:15, 23:10 


11:55, 15:50, 22:00, 


Fanar 

01:15 (Sat) 

14:00, 21:30, 23:15, 

Sharqia 

01:00 (Daily Exc Thu, Fri) 

15:00,19:00, 00:45 (Thu) 
13:30, 00:30 (Fri) 

17:15, 23:00, 00:45 

Avenues 

13:00, 17:00,21:00, 

360° 

01:00 (Daily Exc Fri) 
13:40, 17:00, 21:00, 

01:00 (Fri) 

The Commuter 

21:25, 23:35 

Fanar 

13:30 (Fri) 

11:45, 15:45 

Avenues 

(Daily Exc Thu, Fri) 

12:45, 16:45 (Thu) 
12:00,16:05, 23:40 

The 

(Daily Exc Fri) 

13:30 (Fri) 

16:05, 23:40(Fri) 

Greatest Showman 

360° 

19:45 

360° 

The Post 

18:00 

360° 

Throne Of Elves 

12:30,14:45,17:00, 

Bairaq 

19:15 (Daily Exc Fri) 

14:45,17:00, 19:15 (Fri) 
14:15, 17:00 

Fanar 

(Daily Exc Fri, Sat) 

12:00, 14:15, 17:00 
(Thu, Sat) 

11:35,13:45, 16:00, 

Muhalab 

18:15 (Daily Exc Fri) 

13:45, 16:00, 18:15 (Fri) 
12:30,14:45, 17:00 

Sharqia 

(Daily Exc Fri, Sat, Mon) 

14:30, 16:45 (Fri) 

12:15, 14:30, 16:45 
(Sat, Mon) 

15:00, 17:15 

Avenues 

11:40, 13:55, 16:10, 

Marina 

18:25 (Daily Exc Fri) 

13:55,16:10,18:25 (Fri) 
14:45, 17:00, 18:30 


(Daily Exc Fri, Sat) 

12:30, 14:45, 17:00, 

18:30 (Thu, Sat) 


Wonder 

360° 18:20 


Tiger Zinda Hai (Hindi Film) 


360° 

15:20 

Ajial 

15:35, 21:35 


(Tue, Wed, Sun) 


15:35,18:35 (Thu) 

Fanar 

18:30 (Tue, Wed, Sun) 

Avenues 

20:40 (Daily Exc Sat) 


15:00, 20:40 (Sat) 


Touch Chesi Chudu (Telugu) 


Ajial 

18:35 (Tue, Wed, Sun) 
22:00 (Thu) 

15:35, 18:35, 23:35 

(Fri, Sat, Mon) 

Fanar 

21:45 (Thu) 

15:30, 18:30, 21:30 (Fri) 
18:30 (Sat, Mon) 

Muhalab 

22:00 (Thu) 

13:30, 16:30, 19:00, 
22:00 (Fri) 

19:00 (Sat, Mon) 


Carbon (Malayalam) 


Ajial 15:30, 21:45 (Daily Exc Fri) 

15:30, 18:30,21:30 (Thu) 
Plaza 16:00 (Daily Exc Fri) 

16:00, 22:00 (Thu) 

Aadu 2 (Malayalam Film) 

Ajial 16:00,19:00 (Thu) 

Queen (Malayalam Film) 

Ajial 15:45, 18:45 

(Daily Exc Fri) 

15:45, 18:45, 21:45 (Thu) 
Plaza 19:00 

Oru Nalla Naal Paarthu Soldren 
(Tamil Film) 


Ajial 

16:00, 19:00, 22:00 


(Daily Exc Fri) 


22:00 (Thu) 

Plaza 

22:00 (Daily Exc Fri) 


Yemaali (Tamil Film) 

Ajial 

18:30,21:30 


(Daily Exc Fri) 




















































In this file photo, Apple CEO 
Tim Cook talks about the 
iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus 
during an Apple event in San 
Francisco. US authorities are 
investigating Apple’s slowing 
of older iPhones, according to 
published reports. (AP) 



US investigating iPhone slowing Apple software: report 


Apple’s move to slow down older iPhones 
as batteries weaken is under scrutiny by 
US prosecutors and stock market regu¬ 
lators, according to a report Tuesday by 
Bloomberg. 

The US Department of Justice and the 
Securities and Exchange Commission 
are investigating whether Apple broke the 
law by failing to disclose a software up¬ 
date that made older iPhone models func¬ 
tion slower, Bloomberg reported, citing 
unnamed people familiar with the matter. 

It was said to be too early in the probe 


to speculate regarding the potential for 
Apple to be accused of wrongdoing. 

The SEC told AFP that it would not 
comment, and neither Apple nor the DOJ 
replied to AFP inquiries about the report. 

Apple admitted late last year that it in¬ 
tentionally slowed down older models of 
its iPhones overtime. 

The company said this was to extend 
the performance of the phone, which 
uses less power when running at slower 
speeds, and was to prevent unexpected 
shutdowns due to a low battery charge. 


It has denied incorporating planned 
obsolescence and plans to release a 
software update later this year that will let 
people turn off the iPhone-slowing fea¬ 
ture. In late December the company is¬ 
sued an apology for slowing older models 
and said it would discount replacement 
batteries for some handsets. 

A French investigation into possible 
“planned obsolescence” or “fraud” by Ap¬ 
ple is being led by antitrust and consumer 
protection specialists in the French econ¬ 
omy ministry. (AFP) 


Market Movements 31.01.2018 



AUSTRALIA 
FRANCE 
EUROPE 
HONG KONG 


All Ordinaries 
CAC 40 
Euro Stoxx 50 
Hang Seng 


Change Closing pts 
+11.20 6,146.50 

+8.15 5,481.93 

+2.54 3,609.29 

+279.98 32,887.27 



JAPAN 
GERMANY 
S. KOREA 
PHILIPPINES 
INDIA 


Nikkei 
DAX 
KRX100 
All Shares 
Sensex 


Change Closing pts 

-193.68 23,098.29 

-8.23 3,189.48 

-5.39 5,319.89 

-69.81 5124.83 

-68.71 35,965.02 



Investors split over bear market in govt bonds 


Global funds trim equity holdings by 1.2 pet points in Jan 


Mideast funds positive on Saudi, Kuwait 

Most negative ratio for UAE stocks since July 2014 



Photo shows trading in progress at Boursa Kuwait. The price index ended the month with modest gains. 


Market tighter than it appears 


Rise in rig count pushes drilling costs up 

Boost for company and local industry 

BP discovers North Sea oil and gas 



The logo of energy giant Royal Dutch Shell is pictured at a petrol station in 

London on Jan 30, 2018. (AFP) 


LONDON, Jan 31, (RTRS): Global 
investors trimmed equity holdings by 
1.2 percentage points in January, con¬ 
cerned that markets have grown com¬ 
placent after a thundering bull run and 
seeing risks of an inflation wake-up call. 

Reuters’ monthly asset allocation poll 
of 50 wealth managers and chief invest¬ 
ment officers in Europe, the United 
States, Britain and Japan showed grow¬ 
ing caution about equities even as world 
stock markets surged to fresh highs in 
January after repeatedly smashing 
records in 2017. 

The poll was conducted between Jan 
15-29, with most participants respond¬ 
ing before a late-month wobble in 
stocks, but asset managers still cut their 
equity allocation to 50.1 percent from 
51.3 percent in December. 

“The main risk today is complacency, 
without a pullback in major equity mar¬ 
kets for nearly two years,” said John 
Husselbee, head of multi-asset at 
Liontrust. 

“Investors are casting off prudence,” 
agreed Mouhammed Choukeir, chief 
investment officer at Kleinwort 
Hambros. “In investing, curiosity 
doesn’t kill the cat, complacency does.” 

Stock markets have rallied hard over 
the last 12 months, helped by a pick-up 
in the global economy and corporate 
profits. But MSCI’s world equity index 
suffered its biggest two-day sell-off in 
16 months at the end of January. 

Mark Robinson, chief investment 
officer at Bordier & Cie (UK), said that 
while markets might continue to grind 
upwards in 2018, there was a possibility 
that current economic conditions were 
as good as it gets. 

“There is therefore a real danger that 
markets forget that much of this opti¬ 
mism has already been priced in.” 

One concern is that strong growth 
will fuel inflation, forcing central banks 
to tighten more aggressively. 

“A rise in inflation significantly high¬ 
er than expected could trigger a sell-off 
in both equities and bonds, as it would 
be seen as a sign of the Fed being behind 
the curve, and thus forced to act quicker 
than expected,” said Cedric Baron, head 
of multi-asset at Generali Investments. 

The US Federal Reserve’s gauge of 
inflation remains stubbornly below its 2 
percent target, but US 10-year Treasury 
yields spiked to near four-year highs in 
January as a bond sell-off gathered 
steam. 

In the poll, investors raised overall 
bond allocations slightly to 37 percent 
of their global balanced portfolios, but 
cut government bond holdings by 
almost 2 percentage points to 56.3 
percent of their fixed income portfoli¬ 
os. 

The fear is the tide has turned for 
bonds as ultra-loose monetary policy in 
the United States and Europe is coming 
to an end. Billionaire bond veteran Bill 
Gross of Janus Henderson has already 
called a bear market in US Treasuries. 

But poll participants who answered a 
question on whether a bear market had 
begun in government bonds were even¬ 
ly split. 

“A bear market in bonds calls for 
more than a global cyclical upswing, as 
not all forces that dragged yields down 
over the past decades have suddenly 
vanished,” argued Peter van der Welle, 
a strategist at Robeco. 

But Thomas Hempell, deputy head of 
research at Generali Investments, said 
the times of “juicy returns” were over. 

“The bearish correction however will 
not be as severe as in the early 1990s,” 
he said. “But due to the low coupons 
prevailing, even a gradual rise in yields 
will result in negative returns on a wide 
range of government bonds over the 
coming quarters.” 

Within global equity portfolios, 
investors raised their European expo¬ 
sure by 1.8 percentage points to 19.6 
percent and trimmed US holdings to 
40.1 percent. 

The euro zone economy expanded at 
its fastest rate in a decade in 2017 and 
European equities are set to end January 
with gains of around 3 percent. 


DUBAI, Jan 31, (RTRS): The Qatar 
central bank’s international reserves and 
foreign currency liquidity rose slightly 
in December, official data showed on 
Wednesday, as capital outflows caused 
by sanctions imposed by other Arab 
states eased. 

The reserves and liquidity, a measure 
of the central bank’s ability to support 
the riyal currency, increased to $37.6 
billion last month from $36.9 billion in 
November. 

Also: 

DOHA: Commercial Bank, Qatar’s third 
largest bank by assets, is deploying more 
capital and focusing more on Turkey to 


LONDON, Jan 31, (AFP): British 
energy major BP on Wednesday 
announced oil and gas discoveries 
in the North Sea, in a boost for the 
company and local industry. 

The discoveries were made in 
Capercaillie in the central North 
Sea, and in Achmelvich, west of 
Shetland, the company said in a 
statement. 

BP fully owns the Capercaillie 
well, while the Achmelvich well is 
a partnership between operator BP 
(52.6 percent), Royal Dutch Shell 
(28 percent) and US peer Chevron 
(19.4 percent). 

The Capercaillie well was 
drilled to 3,750 metres (12,303 
feet) and found oil and gas. The 
Achmelvich well was drilled to 
2,395 metres (7,857 feet) and lo¬ 
cated oil. 

“These are exciting times for 
BP in the North Sea as we lay the 
foundations of a refreshed and re¬ 
vitalised business that we expect 
to double production to 200,000 
barrels a day by 2020 and keep 


benefit from closer political ties, its chief 
executive said. 

Ankara has emerged as a strong ally 
as Qatar faces off against Saudi Arabia, 
United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and 
Egypt in a regional diplomatic and com¬ 
mercial rift. 

And Qatari lenders have sought to di¬ 
versify funding sources since June when 
the four Arab countries boycotted Qatar, 
alleging it finances terrorism, something 
it denies. 

“The very close political and eco¬ 
nomic relationship between Qatar and 
Turkey will be beneficial for us,” Joseph 
Abraham told reporters, adding that the 
bank was adding more capital and focus 


producing beyond 2050,” said 
Mark Thomas, BP North Sea re¬ 
gional president. 

“We are hopeful that Capercail¬ 
lie and Achmelvich may lead to 
further additions to our North Sea 
business.” 

The announcement comes 


in the market as part of a new strategic 
plan for Turkey. 

Commercial Bank had brought in a 
new management team and two new 
board directors to Altematifbank, its 100 
percent-owned Turkish subsidiary, in a 
bid to raise profitability, he said. 

Loan growth at Commercial Bank 
would be around 7 to 9 percent in 2018, 
in line with the market, Abraham added. 

That is down from loan growth of 
14.6 percent in 2017 and matches that 
of Qatar National Bank (QNB), the Gulf 
state’s largest bank, reflecting the expec¬ 
tations of analysts that a drop in state 
spending on new projects should weaken 
loan growth in 2018. 


amid a tough environment for 
Britain’s offshore oil and gas 
industry, with lobby group Oil 
& Gas UK claiming that sector 
employment fell further in 2017 
on deep cost-cutting amid Brexit 
uncertainties and despite rising 
crude prices. 


Strong spending by the government 
on projects and an injection of public 
sector deposits has helped Qatari banks 
to weather the impact of the crisis. QNB 
estimates around $177.4 billion of proj¬ 
ects will be delivered across oil and gas, 
transport and construction — including 
the soccer World Cup in 2022 — be¬ 
tween 2018 and 2028. 

Commercial Bank aimed to deepen its 
lending to the government and public sec¬ 
tor in 2018, at the same time as continuing 
to exit from exposure to sectors and bor¬ 
rowers it deemed higher risk, he said. 

The small size of the Qatar market 
has pushed some of the state’s lenders to 
seek overseas expansion. 


John Kemp is a Reuters market 
analyst. The views expressed are 
his own. — Editor 

□ □ □ 

By John Kemp 

U S shale producers are facing rising 
costs for everything from drilling 
rigs to pressure pumping equipment and 
labour as the cyclical expansion in oil 
prices and drilling matures. 

The cost of drilling oil and gas wells 
has increased significantly over the last 
year, according to the latest provisional 
estimates from the US Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. 

Drilling costs have increased by more 
than 10 percent since hitting a cyclical 
low in November 2016, though they are 
still 27 percent below the cyclical peak 
set in March 2014. 

Changes in drilling costs tend to fol¬ 
low changes in the number of rigs em¬ 
ployed with a lag of around 1-2 months. 

The oil rig count itself tends to fol¬ 
low changes in the price of benchmark 
US crude futures (WTI) with a lag of 4 
months. 

In the current slump, however, drill¬ 
ing costs have recovered more slowly 
than normal as the market has absorbed 
a huge number of idled rigs. 

US crude prices hit a cyclical low in 
February 2016, the rig count reached 
its nadir in May 2016, and drilling 
costs fell to their lowest point in No¬ 
vember 2016. 

Since then, drilling costs have been 
on a gradual upswing as the number 
of rigs drilling for oil and gas has more 
than doubled from 404 in May 2016 to 
947 in January 2018. 

The number of active rigs is still less 
than half its peak before the oil prices 
started slumping in the second half of 
2014. But the rig market is tighter than 
it appears because many older rigs have 
been scrapped, cannibalised for spare 
parts, or are simply unsuitable for drill¬ 
ing the very long wells now favoured by 
shale producers. 

Producers increasingly favour new 
high-powered horizontal rigs that can 
drill ultra-long laterals as quickly as 
possible, so many of the older, lower- 
powered vertical or directional rigs are 
of marginal value. 

In other parts of the service sector, es¬ 
pecially pressure pumping, shortages of 
equipment and trained crews are even 
more acute, and prices have been ris¬ 
ing even faster. During the depths of the 
downturn in 2015 and 2016, many service 
companies offered deeply discounted 
fixed-price contracts for 2016 and 2017 to 
win business. (RTRS) 


DUBAI, Jan 31, (RTRS): 
Middle East fund manag¬ 
ers expect to pump more 
money into Saudi Arabian 
equities in coming months 
but they are on balance 
negative towards several 
other major Gulf bourses, 
a Reuters poll showed on 
Wednesday. 

The monthly poll of 13 lead¬ 
ing regional fund managers, con¬ 
ducted in the past week, found 69 
percent expect to raise allocations 
to Saudi Arabia within a regional 
equities portfolio over the next 
three months, and none to cut al¬ 
locations. 

That is the most positive balance 
towards Saudi Arabia since 
September 2013, the month in which 
the poll was launched, when the ratio 
was 75 percent to zero. In last month’s 
poll, 69 percent expected to raise 
Saudi allocations and 8 percent to cut 
them. 

“In the first quarter, the rotation 
into Saudi Arabia could further 
strengthen,” said Vrajesh Bhandari, 
portfolio manager at Dubai’s A1 Mai 
Capital. 

He and other fund managers cited 
expectations that Saudi Arabia will 
join emerging market equity indexes, 
which would attract billions of dollars 
of fresh money to the country. 

MSCI will announce its decision 
this June on whether to label Saudi 
Arabia an emerging market, while 
FTSE will make a decision in March. 
Actual inclusion in the indexes would 
only occur months later — in May 
2019, in the case of MSCI — but 
positive decisions could buoy the 
market immediately. 

Many funds expect stronger eco¬ 
nomic growth in Saudi Arabia this 
year because of higher state spending, 
while the planned listing of national 
oil giant Saudi Aramco in Riyadh 
during the second half of 2018 is 
likely to attract money. 

The poll confirmed that Saudi 
Arabia’s crackdown on corruption, 
which was launched in November 
and detained well over 100 people at 
one stage, has done little to hurt the 
interest of portfolio investors in the 
country, even as it shook the political 
and business elite. 

“The last few months were turbu¬ 
lent but people are looking towards 
catalysts such as MSCI and FTSE 
inclusion, and the Aramco IPO,” said 
another fund manager, adding that 
spending plans in the government’s 
2018 budget were positive. 

Bhandari said of A1 Mai’s Saudi 
strategy: “We are more bullish on 
banks and insurance, but believe con¬ 
sumer discretionary and industrials 
could struggle.” 

Despite stronger economic growth 
this year, Saudi consumer demand 
may be restrained by this month’s 
hike in gasoline prices and the intro¬ 
duction of a 5 percent value-added 
tax. 

Fund managers are much less posi¬ 
tive on stock markets in the United 
Arab Emirates, where 8 percent 
expect to raise equity allocations and 
38 percent to reduce them — the most 
negative ratio for the UAE since July 
2014. In last month’s poll, the balance 
was slightly positive. But fund man¬ 
agers have been disappointed by low 
trading volumes in recent months, 
while slumping real estate prices in 
Dubai and Abu Dhabi have weighed 
on markets. 

Some managers see the risk of out¬ 
flows of money to Saudi Arabia this 
year because of the Aramco listing, 
which could further hurt UAE trading 
volumes. 

Managers have also turned slightly 
negative on balance towards Qatari 
equities, with 15 percent expecting to 
raise allocations and 23 percent 
expecting to reduce them. 

Qatar’s stock market rose sharply 
in the past two months in anticipation 
of annual dividend announcements, 
and as it became clear that an embar¬ 
go imposed on Doha by other Arab 
states last June was doing less dam¬ 
age to the economy than feared. But 
the market has now almost regained 
its pre-embargo level. 


Commercial Bank seeks to benefit from Qatar’s Turkish ties 

Qatar c.bank’s reserves, liquidity rise in December 
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French supermarket boss hauled in over lUutella frenzy 


US Treasury says will hit govt debt limit Feb 28 


The French government has im¬ 
plored supermarkets to refrain 
from the kind of promotion deals 
that have led to in-store scuffles 
over cut-price jars of Nutella, a 
minister said Wednesday. 

Videos of French shoppers 
jostling as they tried to grab 
heavily discounted tubs of the 
chocolate spread in Intermarche 
stores have gone viral over the 
past week. 

“I met with the director of In¬ 


termarche yesterday,” Economy 
Minister Bruno Le Maire said, as 
his government prepared to un¬ 
veil a bill later Wednesday that 
will tighten rules on supermarket 
promotions. 

“I told him that this must 
be stopped — we can’t have 
scenes like this every few days in 
France,” Le Maire told RTL radio. 

Intermarche sparked the shop¬ 
ping frenzy last Thursday when 
it slashed the price of a 950- 


gram (2-pound) pot of Nutella 
— a favoured breakfast spread 
in France — from 4.50 euros 
($5.60) to 1.41 euros. 

The three-day promotion 
prompted shoving and even full¬ 
blown fights in several stores, 
with one worker likening the 
scenes to “an orgy”. 

Intermarche apologised to 
customers, but it has since con¬ 
tinued with aggressive discounts 
on coffee and nappies. (AFP) 


The US government has enough 
cash to pay its bills through Feb 
28 without hitting the debt limit, 
nearly a month later than previ¬ 
ously estimated, Treasury Secre¬ 
tary Steven Mnuchin said. In a let¬ 
ter to congressional leaders dated 
Tuesday, Mnuchin said Treasury 
will try to further extend the dead¬ 
line with accounting maneuvers, 
like suspending investments in 
employee pension funds. 

He previously estimated the 


government’s borrowing author¬ 
ity would run out Wednesday. 
“I respectfully urge Congress to 
protect the full faith and credit of 
the United States by acting to in¬ 
crease the statutory debt limit as 
soon as possible,” Mnuchin said. 

Congress had suspended the 
debt limit through Dec 8, but will 
need to either suspend or raise 
the ceiling from the current level 
of more than $20 trillion before 
Treasury runs out of funds to 


keep the government operating. 

Treasury in November began 
implementing the bookkeeping 
moves as part of the effort to avoid 
defaulting on the US debt, which 
could disrupt financial markets. Be¬ 
cause the federal government tradi¬ 
tionally runs a budget deficit, it has 
no choice but to borrow to finance 
government operations, including 
salaries, retirement benefits, social 
spending and other expenses ap¬ 
proved by Congress. (AFP) 


Firm wins ‘Best Saudi Equity Fund’ award 

Global awarded ‘Best Kuwait Asset Manager’ by MENA Fund Manager 



Global Investment House representatives receiving the award. 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: Global In¬ 
vestment House (Global), a regional 
Asset Management and Investment 
Banking firm headquartered in Ku¬ 
wait with offices in major capital 
markets in the MENA region, was 
awarded “Best Asset Manager in 
Kuwait” and “Best Saudi Equity 
Fund” by the “MENA Fund Manag¬ 
ers Performance Awards”. 

The awards were presented in an 
event held on Tuesday 30 January 
2018 in Dubai and attended by pro¬ 
fessionals from the regional invest¬ 
ment and asset management indus¬ 
try. Bader Al-Ghanim, Executive 
Vice -President and Head of MENA 
Asset Management at Global re¬ 
ceived the awards. 

The MENA Asset Management 
team was named “Best Kuwait As¬ 
set Manager”, thanks to the consist¬ 
ent performance of the managed 
funds and portfolios as a result of 
the long-term strategy adopted that 
focuses on stocks with potential 
operational growth and good fun¬ 
damentals while disregards specula¬ 
tive ones. 

On the other hand, Global Saudi 
Equity Fund, the second largest 
fund in the Kingdom with assets un¬ 
der management of SAR 502 mil¬ 
lion (USD 134 million), was named 
“Best Saudi Equity Fund”. The 
fund has outperformed the respec¬ 


tive benchmark Tadawul All Shares 
Index (“TASI”) reporting 120.8% 
since inception (TASI: 50.9%) and 
5.8% in 2017 (TASI: 0.2%). 
Al-Ghanim said, “We are delight¬ 


ed that MENA Fund Manager rec¬ 
ognized our achieved and consistent 
performance on various products. 
We were able to accomplish these 
results by consistently placing our 


clients’ interests at the forefront 
and continuously seeking to offer 
optimum quality products and ser¬ 
vices.” 

“Our stock selection processes 


along with the investment strategy 
didn’t only result in outperforming 
the funds we manage their respec¬ 
tive benchmarks last year, but also 
on longer periods; the past two 
years, three years as well as since 
inception,” he added. 

Last December, the asset man¬ 
agement team at Global issued their 
outlook on the GCC equity markets 
for the year 2018 with a generally 
optimistic view ranging from slight¬ 
ly negative to moderately bullish 
across the board supported by more 
accommodative fiscal policies and 
reasonable valuations. 

The teams’ outlook on Kuwait 
was upgraded from neutral last 
year to positive for 2018. Al¬ 
though Kuwait lacks any strong 
themes, the market can deliver 
positive returns driven by a sus¬ 
tained government spending, 
strong fiscal position due to lower 
breakeven oil prices, reasonable 
valuations (for selective large and 
mid-cap companies) and potential 
FTSE flows following the upgrade 
in September 2017. 

While the team was neutral to 
slightly positive on Saudi in 2017, it 
turned more bullish on the kingdom 
for 2018 on the back of expansion¬ 
ary budget - underpinned by higher 
oil and non-oil revenues - and po¬ 
tential index inclusion by FTSE and 



MSCI. 

Al-Ghanim concluded by thank¬ 
ing the MENA asset management 
teams in Kuwait and Saudi for 
their efforts and hard work which 
have achieved very positive re¬ 
sults, with all managed funds out¬ 
performing their respective bench¬ 
marks. 

It is worth noting that over a 3 
years and 5 years window, the Fund 
performance was -7.2% and 37.5% 
respectively compared to -13.3% 
and 6.3% respectively for TASI 
(The benchmark returns do not re¬ 
flect dividends for the respective 
periods). 


US private payrolls growth 
maintains brisk pace in Jan 

Labor costs rise in fourth quarter 



This file photo shows dollar bills in New York. A survey by Fidelity Invest¬ 
ments, which looked at more than 3,000 working households that have 
started saving for retirement, says that Americans retirement savings are 
in the best shape they’ve been in more than a decade. (AP) 

Savings rate is now 8.8 pet 


US retirement score rises 


NEW YORK, Jan 31, (AP): 

Americans’ retirement savings are in 
the best shape they’ve been in more 
than a decade. So says a survey by 
Fidelity Investments, which looked at 
more than 3,000 working households 
that have started saving for retirement. 

After tallying up how much they’re 
saving in their 401(k) accounts, their 
expected Social Security benefits and 
other assets, Fidelity said that the typi¬ 
cal saver is on track to have 80 percent 
of the income they’ll need to cover 
retirement costs. That’s the highest 
score since Fidelity’s surveys began in 
2005, when it was at 62 percent. 

Much of the improvement is due to 
workers saving more of their pay each 
year. The typical savings rate is now 8.8 
percent, more than double the 3.6 percent 
rate in 2006. That, though, is still less than 
the 15 percent of pay that Fidelity and 
other advisers suggest, including what¬ 
ever contributions employers make 
through matching programs. 

The surging stock market, which 
has more than quadrupled since early 


2009, has also helped to increase the 
value of 401(k) and Individual 
Retirement Accounts. 

By generation, Baby Boomers are in 
the best position. Savers born from 
1946 through 1964 are on track to 
have 86 percent of the income they’ll 
need in retirement. They typically save 
bigger chunks of their paychecks, typi¬ 
cally 9.9 percent of income. Another 
reason is that they’re among the last 
workers to have wide access to tradi¬ 
tional pensions, which guarantee regu¬ 
lar payments through retirement. 

Later generations have less access 
to pensions, which makes them more 
responsible for saving for their own 
retirement, and for deciding how those 
savings are invested. Savers born from 
1965 through 1980, Generation X, are 
on track to have 77 percent of the 
income they’ll need for retirement. 

For the first time, millennials have 
surpassed Gen X in Fidelity’s retire¬ 
ment readiness score, and they’re on 
track to have 78 percent of the retire¬ 
ment income they’ll need. 


WASHINGTON, Jan 31, 
(Agencies): US private sector 
payrolls rose at a brisk pace in 
January as hiring increased 
across the board despite un¬ 
seasonably cold weather, 
pointing to sustained labor 
market strength at the start 
of the year. 

Other data on Wednesday 
showed a solid increase in labor 
costs in the fourth quarter. Growth 
in compensation is expected to 
accelerate as the tightening labor 
market forces employers to raise 
wages to retain and attract workers. 

Federal Reserve officials were 
scheduled to resume a two-day meet¬ 
ing on Wednesday. The US central 
bank is expected to leave interest 
rates unchanged at the end of the 
meeting. The Fed has forecast three 
rate hikes this year. It increased bor¬ 
rowing costs three times in 2017. 

The ADP national employment 
report showed private sector employ¬ 
ment rose by 234,000 jobs in Janu¬ 
ary, beating economists’ expecta¬ 
tions for an increase of only 185,000. 
December’s payrolls count was re¬ 
vised down to 242,000 from 250,000. 

The ADP report, which is jointly 
produced with Moody’s Analytics, 
was published ahead of the release 
on Friday of the government’ com¬ 
prehensive employment data for 


January. 

According to a Reuters survey of 
economists, nonfarm payrolls prob¬ 
ably rose by 180,000 jobs in January 
after increasing 148,000 in Decem¬ 
ber. The unemployment rate is fore¬ 
cast unchanged at 4.1 percent. 

“The job market juggernaut 
marches on,” said Mark Zandi, chief 
economist at Moody’s Analytics in 
West Chester Pennsylvania. “Given 
the strong January job gain, 2018 is 
on track to be the eighth consecutive 
year in which the economy creates 
over 2 million jobs.” 

US financial markets were little 
moved by the data. 

In a separate report the Labor De¬ 
partment said the Employment Cost 
Index, the broadest measure of la¬ 
bor costs, increased 0.6 percent in 
the fourth quarter after an unrevised 
0.7 percent rise in the third quarter. 
That lifted the year-on-year rate of 
increase to 2.6 percent, the largest in¬ 
crease since the first quarter of 2015, 
from 2.5 percent in the third quarter. 

Wages and salaries, which ac¬ 
count for 70 percent of employment 
costs, rose 0.5 percent in the fourth 
quarter after advancing 0.7 percent in 
the prior period. Wages and salaries 
were up 2.5 percent in the 12 months 
through December. That followed a 
similar gain in the year to September. 

Wage growth is expected to get 
a boost from a strong labor market, 
which is forecast to hit full employ¬ 
ment this year. The unemployment 


rate is at a 17-year low of 4.1 percent 
and economists expect it to drop to 
3.5 percent by the end of 2018. 

A $1.5 trillion tax cut package 
pushed through by the Trump ad¬ 
ministration and the Republican- 
controlled US Congress in December 
is also expected to bolster compensa¬ 
tion growth. The tax cut has resulted 
in some companies either paying out 
one-time bonuses or raising wages 
for employees. 

Companies like Starbucks Corp 
and FedEx Corp have announced 
they will use some of the savings 
from the tax cut to boost wages for 
workers. 

The ECI is widely viewed by poli¬ 
cymakers and economists as one of 
the better measures of labor market 
slack. It is also considered a better 
predictor of core inflation. Econo¬ 
mists say labor costs need to rise by 
at least 3 percent to push inflation 
closer to the US central bank’s 2 
percent inflation target. Labor costs 
increased 2.5 percent in the year to 
September. 

Private sector wages and salaries 
rose 0.6 percent in the fourth quarter. 
They were up 2.8 percent in the 12 
months through December, the big¬ 
gest increase since the first quarter 
of 2015. That followed a 2.6 percent 
gain in the year to September. 

Benefits for all workers increased 
0.5 percent in the October-December 
quarter after rising 0.8 percent in the 
third quarter. They were up 2.5 per¬ 


cent in the 12 months through De¬ 
cember after rising 2.4 percent in the 
year to September. 

Meanwhile, the pace of Americans 
signing contracts to buy homes in¬ 
creased for a third straight month in 
December, raising an index of pend¬ 
ing home sales by 0.5 percent. 

The National Association of Real¬ 
tors said Wednesday that its index of 
pending sales reached 110.1, up from 
a revised 109.6 in November. The in¬ 
dex is now at its highest level since 
registering 111.3 in March. 

More Americans are looking for 
homes as the economy has improved, 
though a shrinking supply of proper¬ 
ties on the market has made the hunt 
difficult and driven up prices. 

Low borrowing costs have some¬ 
what offset the rise in home prices. 
But mortgage giant Freddie Mac said 
last week that the average rate on a 
30-year fixed mortgage rose for a third 
straight week to 4.15 percent. That’s 
the highest average rate since March. 

The number of signed contracts 
rose in the South and West in De¬ 
cember but declined in the Northeast 
and Midwest. A 5.1 percent decline 
in the Northeast was offset by a 2.6 
percent gain in the South and a 1.5 
percent increase in the West. Pending 
sales in the Midwest declined slightly 
by 0.3 percent. 

Pending sales contracts are a ba¬ 
rometer of future purchases. Sales 
typically follow a month or two after 
a signed contract. 


Healthcare’s 3 Amigos? The big names behind a new push 


Europe’s big banks to face 
tougher stress tests in 2018 


FRANKFURT AM MAIN, Jan 31, 
(AFP): Europe’s biggest banks will 
face the most stringent tests yet of 
their resilience against economic 
shocks this year, the European 
Banking Authority (EBA) regulator 
said Wednesday. 

Some 48 institutions representing 70 
percent of European banking sector assets 
will be put through their paces in the 
exercise, conducted with technical assis¬ 
tance from the eurozone’s top supervisor, 
the European Central Bank (ECB). 

Financial firms will be trialled on 
four different types of risks that regu¬ 
lators have identified as the most dan¬ 
gerous to financial stability in Europe. 

The biggest risk is a so-called “con¬ 
fidence shock”, a speculative scenario 
that could see major political uncer¬ 
tainty push financial market investors 
to sharply increase the “risk premium” 
they demand when lending money. 

Other tests will probe the impact of 
renewed doubts about government and 
corporate debt sustainability and the 
risks to the whole financial sector from 
a shortage of liquidity in the “non¬ 
bank” financial world of investment 
firms, insurance companies and others. 


In the worst-case simulation, the 
EBA will work out the effects of a 
two-year recession in the EU, with the 
economy shrinking by 1.2 percent in 
2018 and 2.2 percent in 2019, fol¬ 
lowed by mild growth of 0.7 percent in 
2020. 

Aside from economic decline, it 
would simulate a 3.3-percentage point 
increase in unemployment, from 8.7 
percent last November, and a 28-per¬ 
cent fall in property prices by 2020. 

The EU economy would end up 8.3 
percent smaller under such conditions 
than it is forecast to be on current 
trends, making the test the harshest 
carried out yet, officials said. 

Economic risks linked to Britain’s 
departure from the EU, such as falling 
trade across the English Channel, have 
been included in the tests. 

After the third round of stress tests 
since 2014, results will be released in 
November, rather than in July as hap¬ 
pened during the last round in 2016. 

EBA officials agreed to banks’ 
request for more time, which they said 
they needed to wrap their heads around 
new accounting rules known as IFRS 9 
introduced in January. 


NEW YORK, Jan 31, (AP): Three 
guys walk into a bar. They’re War¬ 
ren Buffett, Amazon.com’s Jeff Be¬ 
zos and JPMorgan Chase’s Jamie 
Dimon. They decide to transform the 
American healthcare system. 

That’s probably not how these 
three men decided to form a new 
company to address healthcare costs 
for their US employees, and possibly 
for many more Americans. The three 
companies, with a combined market 
cap of $1.62 trillion, did not provide 


details of how the collaboration be¬ 
tween their CEOs came about. And 
while their announcement Tuesday 
didn’t include many specifics, based 
on their very different business back¬ 
grounds it’s possible to see what each 
might bring to the table. 

Bezos, 54, runs one of the world’s 
biggest retail operations and by some 
measurement he’s now the wealthiest 
person on the planet. Amazon grew 
from a book retailer into one of the 
world’s most valuable companies in 


part because it’s extremely skilled in 
distributing products. It’s long been 
willing to lose money in order to of¬ 
fer customers lower prices than its 
competitors can bear — and in the 
process gain a loyal customer base. 
That’s what millions of Prime mem¬ 
bers love about it. 

Amazon has never been consistent 
at turning profits because of its focus 
on sales growth. That’s what many 
investors fear about it. Investors in 
healthcare have long thought Ama¬ 


zon was going to get into that field 
and force companies that make and 
distribute medications or medical de¬ 
vices to drastically lower their prices. 

When the three companies said 
they want to create a partnership 
“free from profit-making incentives 
and constrains,” Amazon would 
seem to be the blueprint. 

By contrast, few associate fear 
with Buffett, the 87-year-old “Ora¬ 
cle of Omaha.” He’s respected for 
his 70 years of successful investing, 
beloved by many for giving billions 
to charity — he has said he plans to 
give away at least half his fortune — 
and appreciated for a common touch 
that includes a prodigious Coca-Cola 
habit and a love of junk food, along 
with his personal frugality. But most 
significant in this context is that 
his company, Berkshire Hathaway, 
owns a number of insurers including 
GEICO. That means he brings a lot 
of experience in evaluating and in¬ 
suring risks. 

And he’s a longtime critic of the 
healthcare system. Tuesday was 
not the first time Buffett had talked 
about growing healthcare costs as a 
“tapeworm” that harms the growth 
of the American economy. 



This combination of pictures created on Jan 30, 2018 shows (left to right), file photos of Chairman and CEO of Berk¬ 
shire Hathaway Warren Buffett in Washington, DC, on June 14, 2016; Amazon CEO Jeff Bezos in Washington, DC, 
on Dec 14, 2017; and JP Morgan Chase’s Chairman and CEO Jamie Dimon in Paris on July 11,2017. (AFP) 






















































Lloyds Bank chairman wants Britain to set own financial rules 


shares in Capita plunge 


Britain must have a significant say 
in setting its own financial rules 
after it leaves the European Un¬ 
ion, Lloyds Banking Group Chair¬ 
man Norman Blackwell said on 
Wednesday. 

“We couldn’t allow our financial 
services to be dictated to without 
having a say in how those regula¬ 
tions work,” Blackwell told a con¬ 
ference on Brexit and financial 
services in London. 

The EU and Britain are due to 


begin talks on the future shape of 
their trading relations, including 
how much access banks, insurers 
and asset managers in the City of 
London financial district will have 
to the EU market after Brexit. 

Britain’s financial sector has 
proposed a “mutual recognition” 
pact whereby Britain and the EU 
accept the broad thrust of each 
other’s rules to allow two-way 
market access. 

If access from Europe to Lon¬ 


don as a global centre of liquid¬ 
ity is blocked, the result will be 
fragmentation of markets with 
the main cost falling on European 
companies that have less ready 
access to global markets, Black- 
well said. 

The current EU system of ac¬ 
cess for financial services firms is 
based on “equivalence”, whereby 
the bloc grants access if a foreign 
bank or insurer’s home rules are 
aligned with the EU’s. 


This forces countries like Swit¬ 
zerland to copy the bloc’s stand¬ 
ards in return for market access. 

Mark Hoban, the former City 
minister who chaired a panel that 
wrote the “mutual recognition” 
proposal, said it could be incorpo¬ 
rated into a broader, bespoke free 
trade agreement. 

“It’s pretty clear that the basis 
we are ending up with is a free 
trade agreement with additions to 
it,” Blackwell agreed. (RTRS) 


Shares in troubled British fi¬ 
nancial services group Capita 
plunged more than 40 percent 
in value on Wednesday after 
the indebted outsourcing firm 
warned over future profits. 

Analysts said the group risked 
ending up the same way as 
construction company Carillion, 
which shut earlier this month with 
a mountain of debts. Like Capita, 
Carillion did much of its outsourc¬ 
ing for the UK government. 


“Today, Capita is too com¬ 
plex, it is driven by a short-term 
focus and lacks operational 
discipline and financial flexibil¬ 
ity,” chief executive Jonathan 
Lewis, who started in the role 
just two months ago, said in a 
statement Wednesday. 

Around 1050 GMT in Lon¬ 
don, Capita shares traded 
down 41.35 percent at 204 
pence, compared with the clos¬ 
ing value on Tuesday. (AFP) 


Eurozone inflation falls despite buoyant economy 


Unemployment holds at 9-year low 


German bond yields set for biggest monthly rise since Oct 2016 


LONDON, Jan 31, (AP): 
The eurozone economy may 
be enjoying its best growth 
in a decade and seeing un¬ 
employment drop sharply, 
but there are few signs that 
is fueling the inflation that 
the European Central Bank 

is looking for. 

In fact, figures Wednesday from 
the European Union’s statistics 
agency showed annual consumer 
price inflation across the 19-coun¬ 
try bloc fell to 1.3 percent in 
January from the previous month’s 
1.4 percent. 

The January rate is the lowest since 
July and suggests the buoyant euro has 
weighed on prices by lowering import 
costs. For a variety of reasons, including 
the eurozone’s strong growth, the euro 
has been hugely in demand. On 
Wednesday, it was up 0.4 percent at 
$1.2448, just shy of the recently struck 
three-year high near $1.25. 

Inflation has been below the 
European Central Bank’s target of just 
under 2 percent for most of the past few 
years. While low inflation is good for 
consumers as it allows their income to 
go further, it is a sign that workers have 
little power in getting the wage increas¬ 
es they are striving for from firms that 
are still operating on relatively tight 
margins. 

That is evident in the fact that the 
core inflation rate, which strips out 
potentially volatile items like food and 
energy, remains stubbornly below the 


headline rate, though it did increase 
modestly in January to 1 percent from 
0.9 percent. 

The low inflation backdrop is the 
main reason why the ECB has yet to 
follow its peers such as the US Federal 
Reserve or the Bank of England in 
reversing some of its crisis-era stimu¬ 
lus measures — the main interest rate 
remains at zero while the bank’s hefty 
bond-buying program continues to 
keep a lid on borrowing rates in the 
markets. 

Last week, ECB President Mario 
Draghi gave few further hints about 
whether the bank will extend past 
September its current stimulus program, 
which involves the purchase of 30 bil¬ 
lion euros ($36 billion) of bonds per 
month. The purpose of the purchases is 
to pump newly created money into the 
economy to raise inflation and growth in 
the wake of the debt crisis that has 
afflicted the eurozone for years. 

With the crisis abating, the eurozone 
is growing strongly — figures Tuesday 
showed that the bloc expanded by 2.5 
percent in 2017, its highest rate for a 
decade. 

The hope, certainly among policy¬ 
makers at the central bank, is that the 
growth will eventually boost inflation as 
consumers spend more and wage 
increases accelerate. Once inflation is 
back at target and growth remains firm, 
the ECB is expected to start to reverse 
course. 

Draghi has said that the recent 
“remarkable” falls in unemployment 
will soon begin to see wages rise strong¬ 
ly and offset any legacy of the crisis, 
which has led many unions across the 
bloc to focus more on keeping jobs than 


Station F turning country image 

Startup hub reflects Macron’s 
‘changing’ French economy 


PARIS, Jan 31, (AP): For a glimpse at 
President Emmanuel Macron’s vision 
for the new French economy, look no 
farther than Station F. 

Entrepreneurs don virtual reality 
goggles and share ideas with business 
angels in this old Paris train station- 
tumed-startup incubator. 

The buzzing business center found¬ 
ed by telecom tycoon Xavier Niel 
hosts over 3,500 people, all hoping to 
see some of the 1,000 startups based 
here bloom into a global firm capable 
of competing with Silicon Valley 
behemoths. 

It’s part of what Macron hopes is a 
fundamental shift in the French econ¬ 
omy, which confirmed this week that 
it’s back on the upswing after years of 
stagnation. 

Niel, who revolutionized telecoms 
in France in the early 2000s, says 
young startup entrepreneurs look at 
Macron’s meteoric rise to the presi¬ 
dency and think: “You can be presi¬ 
dent when you are 39 years old. You 
were nobody 2 or 3 years ago.... can’t 
I create the biggest startup in the world 
by starting now? A guy can become 
the French president so can’t I create 
something big, alone, when I’m 25 or 
30 years old?” 

With the support of Mayor Anne 
Hidalgo and then-President Francois 
Hollande, Niel founded Station F in 
2017 to bring together young and 
eager startup managers, financial 
players and key public institutions in 
an effort to develop France’s budding 
tech ecosystem. 

The vast space hums with energy 
and electronic devices, as its mostly 
youthful workers take breaks around 
multi-colored sofas, or bounce ideas 
off each other in shared meeting 
rooms. 

Station F includes people from 
multiple countries, and Niel is nota¬ 
bly keen to attract talented people 


looking to leave London as Brexit 
looms. 

“We need to create — we need 
these startups to build tomorrow’s big 
companies and to do that we need to 
attract talents from as many places as 
possible,” Niel, CEO of Iliad and 
founder of coding school 42, told The 
Associated Press. 

Among entrepreneurs thriving off 
Station F’s atmosphere is Gildas 
Dussauze, who founded virtual reality 
social platform Virtuoz just under 
three years ago and spends most of his 
waking hours in search of clients and 
cash to finally start paying his staff of 
six. 

“The combination of Station F and 
Macron, yes, it has turned France’s 
image upside down, in a good way. 
It’s an image of audacity, youth, 
enthusiasm and that’s good,” he told 
The AP. 

Not everything is perfect. Dussauze 
said France’s banking bureaucracy “is 
not in sync with startups.” 

But Station F includes representa¬ 
tives from French institutions like the 
public postal service La Poste and 
employment office Pole Emploi, in an 
effort to make startups a more integral 
part of the national economy. 

Dussauze says they are “very 
dynamic and have completely changed 
the way they talk to us and have 
adapted to our needs.” 

Macron’s election last May, his 
relentless public relations campaign to 
put France back onto the world map of 
innovation and a changing business 
environment have fueled a quick shift 
in the country’s image. 

France’s economy grew 1.9 percent 
in 2017, its highest level since 2011, 
according to figures released Tuesday. 
That’s partly because of Macron but 
also because of an improving climate 
Europe-wide and measures taken 
under his predecessor. 



In this file photo, French telecom tycoon Xavier Niel, (right), speaks with 
French President Emmanuel Macron in Paris, at the world’s biggest start¬ 
up incubator Station F, during its inauguration. For a glimpse at Macron’s 
vision for the new French economy, look no farther than Station F. Entre¬ 
preneurs don virtual reality goggles and share ideas with business angels 
in this old Paris train station-turned-startup incubator. (AP) 


Bond markets headed for worst month in over a year 



Chinese investors monitor stock prices in a brokerage house in Beijing on Jan 31,2018. Asian stocks were mixed 

Wednesday after Wall Street recorded its biggest decline since August. (AP) 


on securing higher pay. 

“Some recovery in wage growth 
seems imminent; German unions are 
pushing for higher wage increases in 
collective bargaining negotiations for 
example, but it will likely take at least 
until 2019 until wage growth is back at 


LONDON, Jan 31, (AFP): Investment 
in the British automotive industry fell 
by a third in 2017, its trade association 
said Wednesday as it called for a swift 
agreement on the Brexit transition peri¬ 
od. 

The Society of Motor Manufacturers 
and Traders said that only £1.1 billion 
($1.55 billion, 1.25 billion euros) of 
investment earmarked for vehicle and 
supply chain manufacturing was pub¬ 
licly announced last year. 

The figure is down 33.7 percent from 
£1.66 billion in 2016. It stood at £2.5 
billion in 2015. 

“We urgently need clarity on the tran¬ 
sitional arrangements for Brexit,” 
SMMT chief executive Mike Hawes 
told a press conference. 

Britain is due to leave the European 
Union at the end of March 2019. 

London and Brussels are yet to sort 
out the details of a transition period that 
could last until the start of 2021, intend¬ 
ed to allow business time to adjust to 
whatever trading arrangements apply 
once the UK leaves the bloc. 

“For the transition, we must see busi¬ 
ness as usual — so staying in the single 
market, staying in the customs union,” 
said Hawes. 

Due to the uncertainties on the transi¬ 
tion and the future trade relationship, 
“there is a general climate of hesitancy 
... and its political and economic impact 
is affecting consumer and business con¬ 
fidence”. 

The mood weighed on new car sales 
in Britain in 2017. 

They fell for the first time in six 
years, on plummeting demand for die¬ 
sel-powered vehicles and as Brexit- 
fuelled inflation hit spending. 

Total sales dropped 5.7 percent to 
2.54 million vehicles, the first annual 
drop since 2011 — as consumers 
ditched diesel cars for those seen as 


pre-crisis levels,” said Bert Colijn, 
senior eurozone economist at ING. 

Separate figures released 
Wednesday from Eurostat showed the 
eurozone’s unemployment fell a fur¬ 
ther 134,000 in December but that the 
jobless rate held steady at a near nine- 


year low of 8.7 percent. Though unem¬ 
ployment has been falling consistently 
across the bloc for the past few years 
— evidence that the recovery is broad- 
based — it’s still double the rate in the 
US and that’s acting as a break on 
wage rises. 


meant to show that the diesel exhaust 
fumes from a VW Beetle were cleaner 
than those from an older Ford pickup. 

“This was not what the results showed 
at all, however,” reported Bild, citing in¬ 
ternal study papers, despite the fact that 
the VW model had been fitted with a so- 
called defeat device that reduced emis¬ 
sions while testing. 

The Bild report said that after four 
hours of exposure, blood was taken from 
the animals and a special endoscope was 
inserted into their windpipes and bron¬ 
chia through their noses or mouths. 

It said some of the monkeys that had 
inhaled VW fumes showed a higher de¬ 
gree of inflammation than other animals. 

The new scandal follows VW’s ad¬ 
mission in 2015 that it had manipu¬ 
lated 11 million diesel cars worldwide, 
equipping them with cheating software 
to make them seem less polluting than 
they were. 


export goods, says the SMMT. 

The dependence on exports — at 80 
percent of total production, with more 
than half going to the rest of the EU — 
makes it all the more imperative, accord¬ 
ing to the SMMT, to strike a swift agree¬ 
ment between London and Brussels. 

A government spokesman said: “The 
UK’s automotive industry remains a 
great British success story and global 
demand for UK designed, engineered 
and manufactured cars and engines 
remains strong. 


LONDON, Jan 31, (RTRS): Bond 
markets in Europe and the United 
States looked set on to end January 
with their worst month since late 
2016, a sign that the tide for bonds 
has turned as a stronger world 
economy spells the end for ultra- 
easy monetary policies. 

Eurozone government bond 
yields fell on Wednesday as data 
showed eurozone inflation was 
still missing the European Central 
Bank’s target, while ECB policy¬ 
maker Benoit Coeure warned that 
monetary stimulus was still need¬ 
ed. 

However, the overall trend is for 
higher bond yields across the bloc. 
The yield on Germany’s 10-year 
government bond, the benchmark 
for the region, is up about 25 basis 
points in January at 0.676 percent 
and set for its biggest monthly rise 
since October 2016. 

Germany’s bond yield curve is 
close to its steepest in around six 
months, with the gap between 2 
and 10-year bond yields around 
121 bps, up from 106 bps a month 
ago. 

US 10-year Treasury yields, 
which this week hit their highest 
since April 2014, have risen almost 
30 bps this month. They are poised 
for their biggest monthly rise since 
November 2016. 

“Monetary policy looks very 
inconsistent with the level of 
growth and inflation,” said Anujeet 
Sareen, a portfolio manager at 
Brandywine Global. “Given the 
normalisation process, the whole 
bond market looks like it’s just not 
high enough in terms of yields.” 

The jump in global yields this 
month came as economic data 
strengthened and, in the eurozone, 
European Central Bank officials 
suggested that asset purchases may 
end sooner rather than later. 

Dutch central bank chief Klaas 
Knot said over the weekend that 
the ECB should end its asset buys 
after September but a short phas¬ 
ing-out period was acceptable, 
sending bond markets into a fren¬ 
zy. 

“What bond markets are react¬ 
ing to is the fact that we’re in the 
strongest growth environment 
we’ve had for some time,” said 

Seamus Mac Gorain, senior 
fixed income portfolio manager at 
JPMorgan Asset Management. 
“We are expecting a material rise 
in bond yields, it’s just happening 
more quickly than investors had 
anticipated.” 

Inflation in the 19 countries 
sharing the euro dipped to 1.3 per¬ 
cent this month from 1.4 percent in 
December, though core inflation 
after stripping out energy and 
unprocessed food prices, moved 
up to 1.2 percent year-on-year 
from 1.1 percent the month before. 

Meanwhile, the Federal Reserve 
is expected to leave interest rates 
unchanged on Wednesday but sig¬ 
nal a gradual tightening of mone¬ 
tary policy later this year. 

Also on Wednesday, Germany 
sold 3.204 billion euros of its five- 
year bonds in an auction. 


SMMT calls for swift agreement on Brexit transition period 

Investment in UK auto sector plunges by a third 

VW hid devastating result 
from monkey tests: media 


BERLIN, Jan 31, (AFP): German auto 
giant Volkswagen tried to keep secret 
the results of a diesel emissions test on 
monkeys because it showed a worse 
health impact than expected, a news re¬ 
port said Wednesday. 

Bild daily reported that the exhaust 
fumes tests on 10 monkeys that have 
sparked fresh public outrage follow¬ 
ing VW’s emissions-cheating scandal 
“were never supposed to come to light” 
because the results were “too devastat¬ 
ing”. 

Amid a storm of criticism over the ex¬ 
periment and over separate tests on Ger¬ 
man human volunteers commissioned 
by an auto industry-financed research 
institute, VW on Tuesday suspended its 
chief lobbyist Thomas Steg and labelled 
the testing “unethical and repulsive”. 

The US study using monkeys in an 
Albuquerque, New Mexico laboratory, 
which VW said took place in 2015, was 


more environmentally friendly, accord¬ 
ing to the SMMT. 

A similar sales drop is expected in 
2018, said Hawes. 

As a result, production dropped by 
three percent in 2017, to 1.67 million 
cars. Production for export declined by 
1.1 percent, while in Britain, demand 
declined by 9.8 percent. 

The UK car industry employs 169,000 
people in manufacturing alone and 
814,000 across the wider industry, 
accounting for 13 percent of total UK 


Unemployment rate climbs to 5.8% in Jan 

German govt raises 2018 growth forecast to 2.4% 


German bosses ask courts to block metalworkers’ strikes 


BERLIN, Jan 31, (AP): The German 
government forecast Wednesday that 
the country’s economy, Europe’s big¬ 
gest, will grow by 2.4 percent this 
year, lifting its previous prediction 
significantly after a strong perfor¬ 
mance in 2017. 

The new forecast compared with a 
prediction of 1.9 percent made in Oc¬ 
tober. 

In 2017, the economy accelerated 
to grow by 2.2 percent thanks primari¬ 
ly to increasing demand at home. That 
was the strongest performance for six 
years and the eighth consecutive year 
of economic growth. 

A separate report earlier Wednes¬ 
day showed that Germany’s unem¬ 
ployment rate climbed to 5.8 percent 
in January due to seasonal factors, but 
the underlying trend of the labor mar¬ 
ket remained positive. 

The Federal Labor Agency said 
the unadjusted jobless rate climbed 
from 5.3 percent in December, with 
the number of unemployed rising by 
185,000 to 2.57 million. However, 
that figure was 207,000 lower than a 
year earlier. 


FRANKFURT AM MAIN, Jan 31, 
(AFP): German employers’ organi¬ 
sations have turned to the courts to 
block metalworkers’ strikes for high¬ 
er pay and more generous conditions, 
they said Wednesday, as thousands 
of union members downed tools. 

Regional industry federations in 
Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg and 
Saxony states filed requests to forbid 
strikes by union IG Metall and grant 
them compensation Wednesday 
morning, with others expected to fol¬ 
low suit, a spokesman for nationwide 
industry group Gesamtmetall said. 

“This unnecessary escalation is 
coming from IG Metall alone. We 
reject it absolutely and warn them we 
will claim compensation,” said Ber¬ 
tram Brossardt, director of Bavarian 
metalworking employers’ federation 
VBM. 

The union called on thousands 
of workers at 250 firms to walk out 


in 24-hour “warning strikes” from 
Wednesday, after talks with bosses 
broke down on Saturday. 

Their ambitious aim for a 6.0-per¬ 
cent pay rise for the sector’s 3.9 mil¬ 
lion workers is unremarkable as a 
tough starting position in wage talks. 

But employers say the worker rep¬ 
resentatives’ demand for a right to 
switch to a 28-hour week for up to 
two years, with a top-up in pay for 
some affected employees, could be 
illegal — making strikes to achieve it 
illegal in turn. 

Such a system would discriminate 
against workers who have previously 
chosen to go part-time without such 
benefits, they argue. 

Bosses also say the warning strikes, 
a new weapon in unions’ arsenal, do 
not meet the democratic standards re¬ 
quired by law. 

Courts will not decide in time to 
stop the remaining strikes planned 


this week. 

“This round of wage talks can’t 
be solved by legal means,” IG Met¬ 
all chief Joerg Hofmann said, adding 
that the union would “not be deterred 
by legal distractions”. 

“Now more than ever we will carry 
out our day-long warning strikes to 
the end,” he continued. 

Unions are determined to press 
their demands after years of “wage 
moderation” in the wake of the finan¬ 
cial crisis. 

A shortage of skilled workers at 
the same time as businesses work 
ever closer to capacity in a strong 
economy is playing into their hands. 

Meanwhile, employers fear finan¬ 
cial losses from the walkouts, which 
Cologne-based think tank IW esti¬ 
mated at 62 million euros ($77 mil¬ 
lion) per day if 50,000 workers were 
to down tools. 
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Fujifilm to cut 10,000 jobs 

Japanese technology firm Fujifilm on Wednesday an¬ 
nounced 10,000 job cuts by March 2020 at its Fuji Xerox 
subsidiary, which it said was facing an “increasingly severe” 
market environment. 

In a major shake-up, Fujifilm also announced it would be 
combining Fuji Xerox with US giant Xerox, bringing both com¬ 
panies under its umbrella to create what it said was the world’s 
largest “document solutions company” by revenue. As part of a 
cost-cutting package that it hopes will save 50 billion yen ($460 
million), Fujifilm announced “personnel reductions of 10,000 
people domestically and overseas” at Fuji Xerox. (AFP) 
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Bloomberg 

Today’s 

Today’s closing 

Prev closing 

% 

1-week 

3-month 

YTD 

12-month 

24-month 

Compatible Indices 

Index name 

ticker 

value as of 

value 

value 

change 

change 

change 

change 

change 

change 

Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Composite 

AMIC 

January 31,2018 

171.93 

173.17 

-0.72% 

-1.21% 

-1.68% 

2.69% 

-9.56% 

17.72% 


Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Kuwait Only 

AMIC 

January 31,2018 

166.13 

167.44 

-0.78% 

-1.42% 

-1.83% 

2.61% 

-8.08% 

16.66% 

Providers: Al Madar Finance & 

Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Active 

AMIC 

January 31,2018 

78.46 

79.08 

-0.78% 

-4.99% 

-5.51% 

5.52% 

-29.82% 

21.95% 


Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Banking Sector 

AMIC 

January 31,2018 

283.16 

286.53 

-1.18% 

-2.61% 

-0.61% 

1.81% 

-4.07% 

10.49% 


Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Investment Sector 

AMIC 

January 31, 2018 

49.44 

49.65 

-0.43% 

-0.71% 

-6.31% 

3.37% 

-27.01% 

23.80% 

investment uo. 

Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Insurance Sector 

AMIC 

January 31, 2018 

20.45 

20.45 

0.00% 

7.36% 

-3.49% 

-5.78% 

-6.70% 

26.83% 


Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Real Estate Sector 

AMIC 

January 31, 2018 

50.29 

50.03 

0.52% 

1.47% 

1.67% 

6.03% 

-11.28% 

6.66% 

Description: Index of Sharia 

Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Industrial Sector 

AMIC 

January 31, 2018 

149.30 

149.67 

-0.25% 

-1.08% 

3.06% 

2.49% 

3.04% 

30.82% 

i 

Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Services Sector 

AMIC 

January 31, 2018 

223.43 

224.45 

-0.45% 

-0.82% 

-0.14% 

2.04% 

-0.75% 

35.43% 


Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Food Sector 

AMIC 

January 31, 2018 

165.01 

165.01 

0.00% 

1.34% 

-36.18% 

-3.71% 

-57.12% 

-37.81% 

compatiDie companies traoeo on 

Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Islamic Sector 

AMIC 

January 31,2018 

138.32 

139.88 

-1.11% 

-1.80% 

0.04% 

2.86% 

-7.26% 

18.89% 


Kuwait Sharia Compatible Index - Non Kuwaiti Sector 

AMIC 

January 31,2018 

404.44 

420.86 

-3.90% 

-1.65% 

2.66% 

5.65% 

-29.66% 

61.91% 

the KSE 

Kuwait Stock Exchange Index - Price 

KWSEIDX 

January 31,2018 

6,687.81 

6,664.03 

0.36% 

0.78% 

2.13% 

4.37% 

-2.11% 

30.76% 


S&P 500 

SPX 

January 30,2018 

2,822.43 

2,853.53 

-1.09% 

-0.59% 

9.42% 

5.02% 

23.74% 

45.47% 

Website: www.almadar-fi.com 

DJ Islamic Index. 

DJIM 

January 30, 2018 

3,835.90 

3,868.12 

-0.83% 

-0.91% 

8.37% 

5.47% 

28.66% 

45.02% 




Pollution war bites 



In this file photo, a woman works in a textile factory in 
Jiangyin in eastern China’s Jiangsu Province. Chinese 
manufacturing started the year off at a slower pace as 
factory activity eased to its weakest in eight months 
on softer demand, especially for exports, according to 


an official index released on Jan 31, 2018. The offi¬ 
cial purchasing manager’s index for January slipped to 
51.3, down from December’s 51.6, though it remains 
above the 50-point mark signifying expansion on the 
indexl 00-point scale. (AP) 


Figures beat market expectations 

Japan factory output up December: data 


Trump vows to protect US IP, but 
without ‘directly blaming’ China 


WASHINGTON, Jan 31, (RTRS): 
US President Donald Trump vowed 
on Tuesday to protect American 
intellectual property, but made little 
mention of China, which his ad¬ 
ministration has accused of trade 
abuses, in his first State of the Un¬ 
ion speech to Congress. 

Trump had been expected to 
deliver strong warnings to coun¬ 
tries about unfair trade practices, 
including stealing intellectual prop¬ 
erty and providing state aid to their 
industries. Instead, his comments 
on trade during the speech were 
restricted to several sentences that 
omitted China in which he repeated 
that “fair and reciprocal” trade was 
necessary. 

“We will work to fix bad trade 


deals and negotiate new ones,” 
Trump said, adding: “We will protect 
American workers and American 
intellectual property, through strong 
enforcement of our trade rules.” 

Trump has threatened to walk 
away from trade agreements like 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement with Canada and Mex¬ 
ico, and the US-South Korean Free 
Trade Agreement, unless they bol¬ 
ster US manufacturing and Ameri¬ 
can jobs. 

Last week, he imposed tariffs 
on imported washing machines 
and solar panels in his first major 
trade actions since withdrawing the 
United States from the Trans Pacific 
Partnership trade agreement within 
weeks of taking office last year. 


Earnings surge for Samsung on huge chip profit 


BEIJING, Jan 31, (RTRS): 
Growth in China’s manufac¬ 
turing sector slowed more 
than expected in January to 
an 8-month low in the face of 
a cooling property market and 
tighter pollution rules that 
have curtailed factory output. 

The data, which gives global in¬ 
vestors their first look at business 
conditions in China at the start of 
2018, reinforced the view that the 
economy is beginning to gradu¬ 
ally lose steam after growing by 
a better-than-expected 6.9 percent 
last year. 

The official Purchasing Managers’ 
Index (PMI) released on Wednesday 
edged lower to 51.3 in January, com¬ 
pared with 51.6 in December. 

But it remained comfortably 
above the 50-point mark that sepa¬ 
rates growth from contraction on a 
monthly basis. 

Analysts surveyed by Reuters had 
forecast the headline number would 
ease slightly to 51.5. 

Indexes for output, total new orders 
and imports all showed more moder¬ 
ate expansion in January compared 
with last month, while export orders 
fell marginally. The new export order 
index dropped to 49.5, 2.4 percentage 
point lower than December’s reading. 

However, the overall factory read¬ 
ing still appeared relatively solid, 
marking the 19th straight month of ex¬ 
pansion and reinforcing expectations 
that any slowdown in the economy 
would be gradual. 

Economists polled by Reuters are 
pencilling in growth of 6.5 percent this 
year. 

A separate PMI on the steel sector 
rose to 50.9 in January from 50.2 in 
December. 

In another sign of broader economic 
resilience, a sister survey showed ac¬ 
tivity in China’s service sector acceler¬ 
ated to a four-month high in January. 
The official non-manufacturing Pur¬ 
chasing Managers’ Index (PMI) rose 
to 55.3 from 55 in December. 

The services sector accounts for 
over half of China’s economy, with 
rising wages giving Chinese consum¬ 
ers more spending power. 

A buoyant services industry is wel¬ 
come news for the policymakers who 
are counting on growth in services and 
consumption to rebalance their eco¬ 
nomic growth model from its heavy 
reliance on investment and exports. 

Boosted by government infrastruc¬ 
ture spending, a resilient property mar¬ 
ket and unexpected strength in exports, 
China’s manufacturing and industrial 
firms were a major driver behind the 
solid economic growth last year. 

But analysts say increasing trade 
frictions with the United States could 
cloud the outlook for exporters in the 
world’s second-largest economy. 


TOKYO, Jan 31, (AFP): Japan’s fac¬ 
tory output rose more than expected in 
December, as production of automo¬ 
bile-related parts and other machines 
expanded, government data showed 
Wednesday. 

The figures showed industrial pro¬ 
duction was up 2.7 percent, the third 
consecutive monthly rise after a 0.5 
percent rise each in October and in 
November. 

It beat market expectations of a 1.5 
percent rise. 

The latest data, released by the in¬ 
dustry ministry, comes as Japan has 
notched up seven straight quarters of 
economic growth - the longest posi¬ 
tive run for 16 years - with the upcom¬ 
ing 2020 Olympic Games giving the 
economy a shot in the arm. 

But it has struggled to put to rest 
deflation fears, failing to achieve the 
2.0-percent inflation rate target set by 
the central bank, which is thought cru¬ 
cial to boosting the economy. 


SEOUL, South Korea, Jan 31, (AP): 
Quarterly earnings surged again for 
Samsung Electronics, thanks to its 
record-breaking chip business. 

The South Korean company said 
Wednesday that its October-December 
earnings jumped 74 percent to 12 tril¬ 
lion won ($11.2 billion), compared 
with 6.9 trillion won a year earlier. It 
was slightly higher than analysts’ con¬ 


sensus of 11 trillion won, according to 
financial data provider FactSet. 

Sales and operating profit also rose 
in line with Samsung’s earlier guid¬ 
ance. Sales rose 24 percent to 66 tril¬ 
lion won ($61.6 billion) and operating 
profit was up 64 percent to 15 trillion 
won ($14 billion). 

Samsung’s flagship semiconductor 
business continued making record- 


high profits. The division, which sup¬ 
plies chips that help data centers, serv¬ 
ers, mobile devices and computers 
save data and run multiple programs 
rapidly, generated 10.9 trillion won 
($10.1 billion) in operating income 
during the quarter on sales of 21.1 tril¬ 
lion won ($19.7 billion), an unusually 
lucrative record for a manufacturing 
company. 


to 8-month low 


Govt uncovers $600mn illegal trades 

South Korea says ‘no plans’ to 
ban cryptocurrency exchanges 


SEOUL, Jan 31, (RTRS): South Ko¬ 
rea’s finance minister said the gov¬ 
ernment has no plans to shut down 
cryptocurrency trading, welcome 
news for investors worried that au¬ 
thorities might go as far as China’s 
tough action in blocking virtual coin 
platforms. 

The comment by Kim Dong-yeon 
on Wednesday comes as traders at 
home and around the world have 
been spooked by conflicting com¬ 
ments from government officials in 
South Korea, a major hub for ciyp- 
tocurrency trade, that Seoul was 
planning to ban local digital coin 
exchanges. “There is no intention to 
ban or suppress cryptocurrency (mar¬ 
ket),” Kim said, adding the govern¬ 
ment’s immediate task is to regulate 
exchanges. 

Reinforcing Seoul’s intent to 
tighten the screws on a market widely 
seen as opaque and risky by global 
policymakers, the country’s customs 
earlier on Wednesday announced it 
had uncovered illegal cryptocurrency 
foreign exchange trading worth near¬ 
ly $600 milli on. 

“Customs service has been closely 
looking at illegal foreign exchange 
trading using cryptocurrency as part 
of the government’s task force,” it 
said. 

South Korea has been at the fore¬ 
front of pushing for broad regulatory 
oversight of cryptocurrency trading 
as many locals, including students 
and housewives, jumped into a fren¬ 
zied market despite warnings from 
policy makers around the world of a 
bubble. 

Seoul previously said that it is con¬ 
sidering shutting down local crypto¬ 
currency exchanges, which threw the 
market into turmoil and hammered 
bitcoin prices. Officials later clarified 
that an outright ban is only one of the 
steps being considered, and a final de¬ 
cision was yet to be made. 

Customs said about 637.5 billion 


won ($596.02 million) worth of for¬ 
eign exchange crimes were detected. 

Illegal foreign currency trading 
of 472.3 billion formed the bulk of 
the cryptocurrency crimes, it said in 
a statement, but gave no details on 
what action authorities were taking 
against the mle breaches. 

In one case, an illegal FX agency 
collected a total of 1.7 billion won 
($1.59 milli on) from local residents 
in a form of “electric wallet” coins to 
transfer it to a partner agent abroad. 
The partner agent then cashed them 
out and distributed the settlement to 
clients based in that country, accord¬ 
ing to the statement. 

In South Korea, only licensed 
banks and brokers can offer foreign 
exchange services. Local companies 
and residents who move more than 
$3,000 out of the country at a time 
must submit documents to tax au¬ 
thorities explaining reasons for the 
transfers. Annual overseas transfers 
of more than $50,000 must also be 
reported with similar documents. 

Effective from Jan. 30, authorities 
imposed rules which allow only real- 
name bank accounts to be used for 
cryptocurrency trading designed to 
stop virtual coins from being used for 
money laundering and other crimes. 

Among other breaches, Customs 
said there were also cases where in¬ 
vestors in Japan sent their yen worth 
53.7 billion won to their partners in 
South Korea for illegal currency 
trade. 

It said authorities will continue to 
monitor for any violations of foreign 
exchange mles or of money launder¬ 
ing activities. 

Bitcoin stood at $10,123.13 as 
of 0842 GMT on the Luxembourg- 
based Bitstamp exchange. The 
heightened regulatory scrutiny 
around the world, however, has seen 
bitcoin dive about 27.1 percent so far 
this month, on track for its biggest 
monthly decline since January 2015. 


Line to launch cryptocurrency 
exchange amid hacking fears 


TOKYO, Jan 31, (RTRS): Japan’s 
Line Corp plans to launch a cryptocur¬ 
rency exchange, a move that comes as 
regulators investigate such exchanges 
in the country after hackers stole $530 
million in digital money from Coin¬ 
check in one of the world’s biggest 
cyberheists. 

Line said in a statement on 
Wednesday that it has applied to Ja¬ 
pan’s financial regulator to operate an 
exchange, with the application under 
review. 


Japan’s Financial Services Agen¬ 
cy, which oversees registrations of 
new exchanges, said on Monday it 
would investigate all cryptocurrency 
exchanges in Japan for security gaps 
after the hack at the Coincheck ex¬ 
change. 

The theft on Friday of 58 billion yen 
($532.84 million) of NEM coins from 
Coincheck has highlighted the security 
vulnerabilities in trading an asset that 
global policymakers are struggling to 
regulate. 


investment funds 


Funds Fund Manager Valuation Valued date Currency Net Asset Prev NAV Prev NAV Dated 

Value (NAV) 


National Bank of Kuwait 








Money Market Funds 

Watani KD Money Market Fund II 

NBK Capital 

Weekly 

Jan 16, 2018 

KD 

1.036 

1.035 

Jan 7, 2018 


Watani USD Money Market Fund 

Watani KD Money Market Fund (Acc 

NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. 

Weekly 

Jan 16, 2018 

USD 

10.286 

10.128 

Jan 7, 2018 


to Islamic Shariah principles) II 

NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. 

Weekly 

Jan 16, 2018 

KD 

1.035 

1.034 

Jan 7, 2018 


Watani USD Money Market Fund (Acc 
to Islamic Shariah principles) II 

NBK Global Asset Management Co. Ltd. 

Weekly 

Jan 16, 2018 

USD 

10.131 

10.283 

Jan 7, 2018 


NBK Kuwait Equity Fund 

Watani Investment Co. 

Weekly 

Jan 11,2018 

KD 

0.572 

0.661 

Jan 4, 2018 


Gulf Equity Investment Fund 

Watani Investment Co. 

Weekly 

Jan 11,2018 

USD 

11.490 

11.330 

Jan 4, 2018 


Regional Bond and Sukuk Investment Fund 

NBK Capital 

Weekly 

Dec 28, 2017 

USD 

10.045 

10.018 

Dec 28, 2017 

Gulf Bank 

Al Basha’er GCC Equity Fund 

Kwt. Fin. & Inv. Co. & Gulf Fin. House 

Monthly 

Dec 31,2017 

USD 

7.026 

6.290 

Nov 30, 2017 


Coast Fund 

Coast Investment & Dev. Co. 

Monthly 

Dec 31,2017 

KD 

0.646 

0.667 

Nov 30, 2017 


Markaz Real Estate Fund 


Bi-annual 

Dec 31,2017 

KD 

1.375 

1.391 

Nov 30, 2017 

Al Ahli Bank 

Al Ahli Gulf Fund 

Al Ahli Bank 

Monthly 

Dec 31,2017 

KD 

0.851 

0.874 

Nov 30, 2017 


Al Ahli Kuwaiti Fund 

Al Ahli Bank 

Monthly 

Dec 31,2017 

KD 

0.827 

0.856 

Nov 30, 2017 

Burgan Bank 

Burgan Equity Fund 

Burgan Bank 

Monthly 

Jan 2, 2018 

KD 

1.071 

1.117 

Nov 26, 2017 

Boubyan Bank 

Boubyan KD Money Market Fund 

Boubyan Bank 

Weekly 

Jan 16, 2018 

KD 

1.071 

1.070 

Dec 13, 2017 


Boubyan KD Money Market Fund II 

Boubyan Bank 

Weekly 

Jan 16, 2018 

KD 

1.018 

1.017 

Dec 13, 2017 

Boubyan Capital Investment Co. 









Boubyan USD Liquidity Fund 

Boubyan Capital Investment Co 


Jan 16, 2018 

USD 

10.286 

10.277 

Dec 13, 2017 


Boubyan Multi-Asset Holding Fund 

Boubyan Bank 


Sept 30, 2017 

USD 

10.980 

10.860 

Aug 31, 2017 

Kuwait Investment Co. 








Local Fund 

Al Raed Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Weekly 

Jan 18, 2018 

KD 

1.069 

0.998 

Dec 7, 2017 


Kuwait Investment Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Weekly 

Dec 28, 2017 

KD 

0.739 

0.710 

Nov 29, 2017 


Al Hilal Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Monthly 

Jan 22, 2018 

KD 

0.704 

0.704 

Dec 4, 2017 


Al Atheer Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Weekly 

Dec 30, 2017 

KD 

1.009 

1.009 

Nov 30, 2017 

International 

Global Bond Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Weekly 

Jan 17, 2018 

USD 

26.470 

26.200 

Dec 27, 2017 


Diversified Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Weekly 

Jan 17, 2018 

USD 

21.020 

20.710 

Dec 27, 2017 


European Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Weekly 

Dec 29, 2017 

Euro 

21.630 

21.690 

Nov 30, 2017 


Pacific Equity Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Weekly 

Jan 17, 2017 

USD 

34.880 

34.310 

Dec 27, 2017 


North American Equity Fund 

Kuwait Investment Co 

Tw. Monthly 

Dec 29, 2017 

USD 

19.390 

19.250 

Nov 30, 2017 

National Investment Co. (NIC) 









Al-Wataniya Fund 

NIC 

Monthly 

Dec 31,2017 

KD 

0.615 

0.606 

Nov 30, 2017 


Al-Darij Fund 

NIC 

Monthly 

Dec 31,2017 

KD 

0.351 

0.349 

Nov 30, 2017 


Mawarid Fund 

NIC 

Monthly 

Dec 31,2017 

KD 

0.570 

0.457 

Nov 30, 2017 


Zajil Fund 

NIC 

Monthly 

Dec 31,2017 

KD 

0.712 

0.718 

Nov 30, 2017 


Al Mada Investment Fund 

NIC 

Weekly 

Dec 31,2017 

USD 

0.768 

0.771 

Nov 30, 2017 

Kuwait Financial Centre (Markaz) 









Mumtaz Fund 

Kuwait Financial Center 

Weekly 

Jan 18, 2018 

KD 

4.284 

4.4.266 

Jan 11,2018 


MIDAF 

Kuwait Financial Center 

Weekly 

Jan 18, 2018 

KD 

3.288 

3.266 

Jan 11,2018 


Islamic Fund 

Kuwait Financial Center 

Weekly 

Jan 18, 2018 

KD 

1.625 

1.618 

Jan 11,2018 


FORSA Financial Fund 

Kuwait Financial Center 

Monthly 

Nov 30, 2017 

KD 

0.996 

1.013 

Oct 31, 2017 


Real Estate Fund 

Kuwait Financial Center 

Monthly 

Nov 30, 2017 

KD 

1.388 

1.390 

Oct 31, 2017 


Markaz Fixed Income Fund 

Kuwait Financial Center 

Monthly 

Jan 18, 2018 

USD 

11.680 

11.680 

Jan 11,2018 


Markaz MENA Islamic Fund 

Kuwait Financial Center 

Weekly 

Jan 15, 2018 

USD 

10.070 

10.740 

Dec 28, 2018 


Funds 

Fund Manager 

Valuation 

Valued date Currency 

Net Asset 
Value (NAV) 

Prev NAV 

Prev NAV Dated 

Kuwait & Middle East Financial & Inv. Co. 

Al Rou’yah Fund 

KMEFIC 

Monthly 

Nov 30, 2017 

KD 

1.359 

1.487 

Sept 30, 2017 

Global Investment House 

Index Funds GCC Large Cap Index Fund 

Global 

Weekly 

Jan 11,2018 

KD 

1.264 

1.208 

Dec 21, 2017 

Equity Funds Al-Mamoun Fund A 

Global 

Weekly 

Jan 11,2018 

KD 

0.690 

0.660 

Dec 21, 2017 

Al-Mamoun Fund B 

Global 

Weekly 

Jan 11,2018 

KD 

0.690 

0.660 

Dec 21, 2017 

GCC Large Cap Fund 

Global 

Bi-weekly 

Jan 9, 2018 

USD 

149.490 

145.450 

Dec 19, 2017 

Global Saudi Equity Fund 

Global 

Bi-weekly 

Jan 9, 2018 

SAR 

223.870 

220.470 

Dec 19, 2017 

Sectoral Funds EPADI Fund 

Global 

Weekly 

Jan 9, 2018 

USD 

97.040 

95.600 

Dec 19, 2017 

Islamic Funds Global GCC Islamic Fund 

Global 

Weekly 

Jan 9, 2018 

USD 

100.150 

98.120 

Dec 19, 2017 

Al-Durra Islamic Fund 

Global 

Monthly 

Jan 11,2018 

KD 

1.301 

1.253 

Dec 21, 2017 

Kuwait Finance & Investment Co (KFIC) 

Al Wasm Fund 

KFIC 

Weekly 

Jan 10, 2018 

KD 

0.428 

0.416 

Nov 30, 2017 

Al Basha’er GCC Equity Fund 

KFIC 

Monthly 

Dec 31, 2017 

USD 

7.026 

6.929 

Nov 30, 2017 

KAMCO 

KAMCO Investment Fund 

KAMCO 

Monthly 

Nov 30, 2017 

KD 

1.110 

1.163 

Oct 31,2017 

KAMCO Real Estate Yield Fund 

KAMCO 


Dec 31, 2017 

USD 

10.090 

10.090 

Oct 31, 2017 

Wafra International Investment Co. 

Wafra Equity Fund 

Wafra Co. 

Monthly 

Dec 31, 2017 

KD 

0.921 

0.908 

Nov 30, 2017 

Wafra Bond Fund 

Wafra Co. 

Monthly 

Dec 31, 2017 

KD 

1.024 

1.003 

Nov 30, 2017 

Masaref Investment Fund 

ISKAN 

Weekly 

Dec 31, 2017 

KD 

0.866 

0.848 

Nov 30, 2017 

Fajir Islamic Fund 

Wafra Co. 

Monthly 

Dec 31, 2017 

KD 

0.690 

0.681 

Nov 30, 2017 

Al Aman Investment 

Al Aman Islamic Fund 

Al Aman Investment 

Weekly 

Dec 30, 2017 

KD 

0.316 

0.315 

Nov 30, 2017 

Tharwa Investment Co. 

Tharwa Investment Fund 

Tharwa Investment Co 

Weekly 

Dec 21, 2017 

KD 

1,461 

1,480 

Oct 31,2017 

Tharwa Islamic Fund 

Tharwa Investment Co 

Monthly 

Dec 21, 2017 

KD 

0.603 

0.619 

Oct 31, 2017 

Bank Al-Bilad 

Al Seef Fund 

Bank Al-Bilad 

Daily 

Jan 14, 2018 

KD 

0.430 

0.410 

Dec 24, 2017 

Commercial International Bank 

CIB Money Market Fund (Osoul) 

Cl Asset Management 

Weekly 

Jan 24, 2018 

EGP 

316.080 

315.320 

Jan 18,2018 

CIB II Equity (Isthethmar) 

Cl Asset Management 

Weekly 

Jan 24, 2018 

EGP 

198.710 

192.020 

Jan 18,2018 

CIB and Faisal Islamic Al Aman 

Cl Asset Management 

Weekly 

Jan 24, 2018 

EGP 

107.390 

103.050 

Jan 18,2018 

Hemaya 

Cl Asset Management 

Weekly 

Jan 2, 2018 

EGP 

194.870 

189.000 

Nov 3, 2017 

Thabat 

Cl Asset Management 

Weekly 

Jan 24, 2018 

EGP 

197.700 

195.810 

Jan 18, 2018 

Takamol 

Cl Asset Management 

Weekly 

Jan 24, 2018 

EGP 

175.110 

170.220 

Jan 14,2018 

Misr El Mostakbel 

Cl Asset Management 

Weekly 

Jan 21,2018 

EGP 

27.080 

26.600 

Jan 18,2018 

KFH Capital Investment Co. 

Muthanna Islamic Index Fund (MUDX) 

KFH Capital Investment Co 

Daily 

Nov 30, 2017 

KD 

0.374 

0.405 

Sept 30,2017 

Muthanna GCC Islamic banks Fund 

KFH Capital Investment Co 

Daily 

Nov 30, 2017 

KD 

0.669 

0.710 

Sept 30, 2017 

Baitak GCC Fund 

KFH Capital Investment Co 

Weekly 

June 29, 2017 

KD 

0.930 

0.916 

Feb 28, 2017 

Noor Financial Investment Co. 

Noor Islamic Fund 

Noor Financial Investment Co 

Monthly 

Nov 30, 2016 

KD 

0.374 

0.405 

Sept 30, 2015 

CapCorp Investment Co. 

CapCorp Local Fund 

CapCorp Investment Company 

Weekly 

Sept 28, 2017 

KD 

1.000 

0.991 

Aug 30, 2017 
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Egypt's Sisi inaugurates Zohr gas field 


Egyptian President Abdel 
Fattah al-Sisi on Wednesday 
inaugurated the offshore Zohr 
gas field, aimed at making the 
Arab world’s most populous 
country self-sufficient in natural 
gas by the end of 2018. 

“We are now entering into the 
self-sufficiency stage ... and, 
God willing, by the end of the 
year we will have reached self- 
sufficiency,” Petroleum Minister 


Tarek al-Molla said at a cere¬ 
mony in the northern city of Port 
Said, broadcast live on state 
television. 

In December, the oil ministry 
said it was starting production 
from the field discovered in 2015 
by Italian energy giant Eni with an 
initial 350 million cubic feet (10 
million cubic metres) a day. 

Molla, at the ceremony 
attended by Sisi, said Egypt 


expects it “will be able to stop 
importing liquefied natural gas 
... and therefore save what we 
import which is $230 million per 
month, or $2.8 billion annually”. 

The Egyptian government is 
trying to roll back the impact of 
the 2011 uprising that toppled 
longtime ruler Hosni Mubarak 
and led to years of political, 
security and economic turmoil. 
(AP) 


Kuwait bourse closes 
month on upbeat note 


IPG soars 30 fils; NBK slips 


By John Mathews 

Arab Times Staff 

KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: 
Kuwait bourse headed 
north on Wednesday to 
wind up the month on a 
buoyant note. The price 
index clawed back from 
early session losses to close 
23.74 pts higher at 6,687.81 
points. Some of the mid 
and small caps shone 
whereas the blue chips 

closed mostly in red. 

The KSX 15 gauge dipped 9.1 
pts to 9,40.81 points while weight¬ 
ed index fell 2.82 points to 4,11.98 
points. The volume turnover 
meanwhile shrank after two-day 
rise. 107.54 million shares changed 
hands - a 20.7 pet drop from the 
day before. 

The sectors closed mixed. Real 
estate outshone the rest with 2.63 
pet gain whereas technology slid 
2.1 pet, the worst performer of the 
day. Volume wise, banks garnered 
the highest market share o 28.4 
percent and financial services fol¬ 
lowed with 25.3 pet contribution. 

In the individual shares, National 
Bank of Kuwait extended last ses¬ 
sion’s losses with a 12 fils drop to 
740 fils after trading 3.5 million 
shares and Kuwait Finance House 
slid 11 fils to 585 fils. Independent 
Petroleum Group soared 30 fils to 
430 fils. 

Zain fell 5 fils to 472 fils after 
trading over 1 million shares and 
Ooredoo was unchanged at KD 
1.145. Kuwait Telecommunications 
Co ( VIVA) climbed 8 fils to 790 
fils and Agility was down 6 fils at 
863 fils extending Tuesday’s loss¬ 
es. 

The market opened weak and 
drifted lower in early trade. The 
main index continued to meander 
south amid sluggish sentiment and 
plumbed the day’s lowest level of 
6,616 points past the mid-session. 
It bounced thereafter and closed 
with modest gains. 

Top gainer of the day, Ream 
soared 17.2 pet to 837 fils and 
Marakez climbed 10.9 percent to 
stand next. Kuwait Cable Vision 
sank 19 pet, the steepest decliner of 
the day and Ithmaar Bank topped 
the volume with 18.8 million 
shares. 

Despite the day’s gains the mar¬ 
ket spread was heavily skewed 
towards the losers. 72 stocks 
advanced whereas 26 closed lower. 
Of the 126 couter active on 
Wednesday, 28 closed flat. 4,274 
deals worth KD 4.22 million were 


transacted - a 15 pet drop in value 
from the day before 

National Industries Group fell 3 
fils to 162 fils after trading over 2 
million shares and Gulf Cable fell 

2 fils to 430 fils. Heavy Engineering 
Industries and Shipbuilding Co 
ticked 1 fil higher and Equipment 
Holding Co eased 1.1 fils to 38.9 
fils. 

Jazeera Airways and ALAFCO 
was flat at 649 fils and 376 fils 
respectively and KCPC gave up 4 
fils to close at 150 fils. Combined 
Group Contracting Co clipped 2 
fils and EK Holding climbed 10 
fils to 285 fils. 

Kuwait and Gulf Links gave up 

3 fils before settling at 109 fils 
while KGL Logistics trimmed 0.2 
fil. Inovest slipped 6 fils and 
Mezzan Holding stood pat at 778 
fils. 

Shed 

Kuwait Cement Co was 
unchanged at 470 fils and Kuwait 
Portland Cement shed 9 fils 
Boubyan Petrochemical Co stood 
pat at 712 fils and A1 Qurain 
Petrochemical Co clipped 2 fils 
before settling at 339 fils. 

Metal and Recycling Co fell 5 
fils to 65 fils and NICBM held 
ground at 190 fils. ACICO 
Industries climbed 6 fils to 246 fils 
and Educational Holding Co 
climbed 10 fils to 319 fils. OSOS 
inched 1 fil into green. 

Humansoft Holding dialed down 
1 fil and NAPESCO paused at 800 
fils. The company’s fourth quarter 
earnings rose 2 pet to KD 2.02 mil¬ 
lion from same period a year earli¬ 
er. During fiscal year 2017, earn¬ 
ings surged by 30.1 pet year-on- 
year to KD 10.02 million. The 
board has recommended a cash 
dividend of 60% of par value or 60 
fils per share for 2017. 

In the banking sector, Burgan 
Bank dialed up 2 fils whereas Gulf 
Bank and Commercial Bank were 
unchanged at 248 fils and 400 fils 
respectively. A1 Ahli Bank paused 
at 303 fils. 

Kuwait International Bank 
lipped 2 fils. The bank posted a 
drop of 10.6% in profits to KD 
4.23 min during the fourth quarter 
of 2017 compared to the same peri¬ 
od in 2016.During full year, earn¬ 
ings fell 2.8 percent to KD 17.7 
million. The board has recom¬ 
mended 10% cash dividends. 

AlMutahed ticked 1 fil higher to 
349 fils while Boubyan Bank and 
Warba Bank edged 1 fil to end at 
460 fils and 224 fils respectively. 

National Investment Co fell 3 
fils to 100 fils and International 
Financial Advisors gave up 0.5 fil. 
Kuwiat Investment Co and 


KMEFIC clipped 1 fil each where¬ 
as Coast Investment Co held 
ground at 35 fils. Securities House 
Co eased 0.5 fil to 54 fils. 

Kuwait Financial Investment Co 
( Markaz) and Sokouk Holding 
were flat at 111 fils and 50.2 fils 
respectively while Arzan closed 
0.3 fils in green. Unicap fell 1.8 fils 
to 47.1 fils and A1 Deera Holding 
gave up 1.9 fils. 

Bay an Investment Co fell 1.5 fils 
to 45 fils whereas Ektittabn 
Holding trimmed 0.2 fil. Noor 
Financial Investment Co eased 0.6 
fil and Kuwait insurance Co 
climbed 10 fils. Ahleia Insurance 
slipped 5 fils and Warba Insurance 
closed 4 fils in red. 

Mabanee Co took in 2 fils 
whereas Mazaya Holding gave up 
2 fils to end at 113 fils. Nationa 
Real Estate Co was flat at 122 fils 
and United Real Estate Co ticked 1 
fil down. Marakez rose 3.3 fils to 
33.5 fils. 

The bourse has been mixed so 
far during the week and has adde 
36 points in last four sessions. It 
has rallied 257 pts during January 
after adding 11.8 percent during 
whole of 2017. KSE, with 188 
listed companies, is the second 
largest bourse in the region. 

In the bourse related news, Aqar 
Real Estate Investments’ fourth 
quarter profits dropped by 14.7 pet 
from the same period last year to to 
KD 732,000. During fiscal year 
2017, earnings saw a marginal 
year-on-year rise of 1.1 percent to 
KD 1.76 million. The board of 
directors has recommended cash 
dividend of 6 pet or 6 fils per share 
for FY17. 

A1 Imtiaz Investment Group 
slipped into red in the fourth 
quarter of 2017 as it incurred KD 
2.9 million in losses in the quar¬ 
ter against profit of KD 6.7 mil¬ 
lion in the year-ago period. In 
the full-year 2017, it posted a 
profit of KD 30.85 min, up 
124.7% from previous year. The 
company attributed its higher 
annual profits to selling a part of 
its stake in an associate, 

Yiaco Medical has recorded a 
loss of KD 482,100 in the July - 
Sept period, down 10.4% from in 
the same period of 2016. In the 
first nine-month of 2017, the losses 
stood at KD 8.9 million — a 271.8 
pet surge in losses from same peri¬ 
od of 2016. 

Qurain Petrochemical Industries 
posted a 10.2 pet in profits to KD 
5.47 million during the third quar¬ 
ter ended Dec 31, 2017 from same 
period last year. During the nine 
months ended on Dec 31, the prof¬ 
its fell 3.3 pet to KD 16.03 million 
from 9M, 2016. 


Mideast stocks 


Real estate shares weak in Dubai 

Saudi up, other big markets fall 


DUBAI, Jan 31, (RTRS): Cement 
shares lifted Saudi Arabia’s stock 
index on Wednesday while other big 
bourses in the region were weak, 
with real estate shares pulling down 
Dubai. 

The Saudi index rose 0.3 percent 
as 13 of the 14 cement stocks 
climbed in unusually heavy trade. 
Jouf Cement was up 5.4 percent and 
Tabuk Cement jumped its 10 percent 
daily limit. 

The sector reported weak 2017 
earnings because of a slumping con¬ 
struction industry, but some inves¬ 
tors expect a stronger 2018 as the 
government boosts spending under 
its budget plans. 

A Saudi securities analyst said 
Tabuk led the sector up in response 
to a media report that the govern¬ 
ment had started awarding contracts 
for its NEOM project to build a huge 
business zone in the northwest of the 
country. Tabuk is located close to 
the site of NEOM. 

The largest Saudi bank, National 
Commercial Bank, jumped 2.6 per¬ 
cent because of a wave of buying in 
the final half-hour. 

Across the whole market, howev¬ 


er, declining stocks outnumbered 
gainers by 107 to 73. Petrochemical 
producer Saudi Kayan fell back 1.9 
percent; it had surged in recent days 
after fourth-quarter earnings which, 
although they featured a net loss due 
to a planned shutdown of facilities 
for adjustments and maintenance, 
were seen by analysts as positive. 

The Dubai index fell 1.3 percent 
as blue chip Emaar Properties sank 
1.6 percent; fellow real estate firms 
Deyaar and DAMAC also slid. 

Dubai Islamic Bank, which had 
tumbled 4.6 percent on Tuesday 
after announcing plans for a new 
share issue, fell a further 2.1 per¬ 
cent. 

The Qatari index slid 1.3 percent 
on a wave of profit-taking across the 
board; falling stocks outnumbered 
gainers by 33 to seven. Qatar First 
Bank, the most heavily traded stock, 
dropped 0.7 percent. 

Egypt’s index tumbled 1.8 percent 
with the biggest bank, Commercial 
International Bank, sagging 3.0 per¬ 
cent. 

But Juhayna Food Industries 
added 2.4 percent after saying 
fourth-quarter consolidated net prof¬ 


it jumped 141 percent on year as 
revenues gained 17 percent. 

Saudi Arabia 

■ Index rose 0.3 percent to 7,650 
points. 

Dubai 

■ Index fell 1.3 percent to 3,394 
points. 

Abu Dhabi 

■ Index dropped 0.8 percent to 
4,602 points. 

Qatar 

■ Index lost 1.3 percent to 9,205 
points. 

Egypt 

■ Index dropped 1.8 percent to 
15,042 points. 

Kuwait 

■ Index added 0.4 percent to 
6,688 points. 

Bahrain 

■ Index edged down 0.1 percent 
to 1,351 points. 

Oman 

■ Index fell 0.2 percent to 5,000 
points. 
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Index Returns & Market 

Value 

Capitalization 

Daily Point 
Change 

Percentage Change 






Daily 

Daily 

YTD Daily 
Average 

DTD 

MTD 

YTD 

Trading Indicators 



Value 

Point 

Change 

Percent 

Change 

Price Index 6,687.8 

23.78 

0.36% 

4.37% 

4.37% 

Volume (000 shares) 


107,547 

•28,084 

•20.71% 

118,792 

KUWAITI 5 Index 940.8 

•9.10 

•0.96% 

2.84% 

2.84% 

Value (000 KWD) 



15,444 

-2,737 

•15.05% 

14,678 

Weighted Index 412.0 

-2.82 

•0.68% 

2.63% 

2.63% 

Trades 




4,274 

-379 

•8.15% 

4,242 

Market Cap (KWD Million) 27,973.2 

-192.83 

-0.68% 

2.68% 

2.68% 









Close 

Vo! Traded 
(000’s) 

Trades 

Value 
Traded 
KWD 000 

Change In Price 

Beta 

Dividend 
Yield 2016 

PE 

PBV 

52 Week Price ikwd) 

YTD Dally Avg. 
Volume 
(000 shares] 

KWD 

Daily (fils) 

YTD*(%) 


High 

Low 

SENERGY | 0.038 

100 

16 

3.7 

0.00 

8.6% 

1.26 

0.00% 

NM 

0.55 

0.075 

0.029 

93.6 

IPG 0.430 

0 

0 

Cm 

0.1 

30.00 

7.8% 

0.33 

6.63% 

10.7 

0.69 

0.450 

0.310 

28.7 

NAPESCO 0.800 

11 

4 

8.7 

0.00 

1.0% 

0.20 

9.83% 

8.0 

2.83 

1.680 

0.757 

13.6 

ENERGYH 0.028 

54 

6 

1.6 

-2.90 

-2.4% 

0.65 

0.00% 

NM 

0.69 

0.062 

0.025 

18.0 

GPI | 0.034 

2,132 

77 

71.4 

-0.90 

15.5% 

0.99 

0.00% 

NM 

0.40 

0.061 

0.026 

2.892.9 

ABAR | 0.070 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-16.7% 

0.36 

0.00% 

6.3 

0.25 

0.104 

0.049 

8.7 

Oil & Gas 

2,297 

105 

85.4 


2.4% 


5.88% 

NM 

0.76 



3,056 

KFOUC L 0.225 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-9.6% 

0.46 

4.44% 

20.4 

0.74 

0.370 J 

0.200 

138.7 

BPCC 0.712 

20 

11 

14.2 

0.00 

6.3% 

1.02 

5.44% 

35.6 

1.39 

0.790 

0.540 

249.9 

ALKOUT 0.680 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

13.3% 

0.03 

7.35% 

9.6 

2.14 

0.700 

0.580 

2.8 

ALQURAIN _1 0.339 

205 

32 

69.5 

-2.00 

3.0% 

ro.88 

3.08% 

10.6 

1.05 

0.370 

0.285 

328.3 

Basic Materials 

225 

43 

83.7 


4.6% 


4.52% 

15.7 

1.21 



720 

SPEC L 0.070 

1 

1 

0.0 

-0.10 

-3.3% 

To.26 

0.00% 

NM 

0.36 

0.108 

0.065 

57.4 

KCEM 0.470 

2 

3 

1.1 

0.00 

0.0% 

0.78 

4.14% 

20.8 

1.78 

0.530 

0.400 

1.4 

CABLE 0.430 

18 

2 

7.7 

•2.00 

2.6% 

fo.99 

0.00% 

10.4 

0.61 

0.600 

0.400 

55.3 

SHIP 0.201 

38 

4 

7.6 

1.00 

-2.9% 

0.55 

4.98% 

5.8 

0.74 

0.242 

0.173 

1U8 

PCEM 1.010 

0 

1 

0.4 

-9.00 

9.2% 

1.01 

7.92% 

10.1 

1.57 

1.100 

0.880 

4.7 

PAPER 0.250 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

3.7% 

0.32 

6.33% 

14.9 

1.38 

0.510 

0.193 

13.7 

ACICO 0.246 

4 

2 

0.9 

6.00 

-6.5% 

0.70 

5.78% 

11.5 

0.70 

0.335 

0.225 

31.0 

HCC 0.100 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-35.9% 

0.11 

0.00% 

NM 

0.68 

0.216 

0.100 

2.6 

NICBM 0.190 

1 

2 

0.2 

0.00 

-8.2% 

0.34 

10.52% 

NM 

0.79 

0.226 

0.160 

6.7 

EQUIPMENT 0.039 

337 

25 

12.8 

-1.10 

16.5% 

1.12 

0.00% 

NM 

0.56 

0.075 

0.030 

745.6 

SALBOOKH 0.053 

25 

3 

1.3 

0.00 

-0.9% 

0.56 

0.00% 

NM 

0.54 

0.084 

0.044 

72.3 

AGLTY 0.863 

1,072 

227 

906.5 

-6.00 

7.6% 

1.58 

3.00% 

17.7 

1.22 

0.984 

0.560 

674.9 

EDU 0.319 

477 

18 

149.4 

10.00 

3.2% 

0.44 

4.68% 

13.8 

1.86 

0.480 

0.200 

32.5 

CLEANING 0.059 

368 

15 

21.5 

0.00 

9.7% 

0.83 

0.00% 

20.5 

0.38 

0.069 

0.038 

479.6 

KGL 0.109 

7,123 

332 

775.9 

-3.00 

66.7% 

1.28 

0.00% 

7.8 

0.52 

0.142 

0.052 

3.183.9 

KCPC 0.150 

15 

2 

2.3 

-4.00 

6.4% 

0.29 

3.28% 

7.0 

0.73 

0.200 

0.134 

10.1 

HUMANSOFT 3.709 

84 

34 

311.3 

-1.00 

-0.8% 

0.15 

4.30% 

16.8 

9.49 

4.400 

3.000 

126.0 

NAFAIS 0.880 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

0.1% 

0.11 

0 00% 

10 3 

1.44 

1.200 

0.130 

0.9 

SHOOTING 0.026 

7 

6 

0.2 

-0.20 

16.4% 

1.31 

0.00% 

NM 

0.34 

0.037 

0.017 

1.006.4 

CGC 0.461 

1 

3 

0.4 

-2.00 

-2.7% 

0.48 

3.93% 

13.3 

1.62 

0.620 

0.375 

7.1 

MTCC 0.056 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

0.0% 

ro.54 

0.00% 

18.3 

N/A 

N/A 

N/A 

0.0 

UPAC 0.700 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

19.7% 

0.27 

9 65% 

7 7 

1.92 

0.920 

0.482 

0.5 

ALAFCO 0.376 

84 

g 

31.7 

0.00 

0.3% 

ro.89 

1.33% 

10.9 

1.25 

0.410 

0.240 

98.0 

MUBARRAD 0.071 

100 

6 

7.0 

-1.00 

10.9% 

0.95 

7.04% 

4.2 

0.58 

0.084 

0.055 

196.7 

LOGISTICS 0.052 

3,079 

110 

159.8 

-0.20 

13.9% 

ro.9i 

0.00% 

5.6 

0.36 

0.079 

0.045 

7,2936 

SCEM 0.075 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-16.6% 

0.45 

10.65% 

7.4 

0.36 

0.096 

0.073 

14.8 

GCEM 0.086 

63 

7 

5.4 

-1.50 

7.5% 

L0.73 

11.63% 

16.4 

0.75 

0.095 

0.070 

123.2 

QCEM 0.076 

80 

5 

5.9 

5.80 

-5.0% 

0.68 

9.21% 

14.9 

0.56 

0.099 

0.065 

8.0 

FCEM 0.072 

0 

1 

0.0 

-0.50 

-4.7% 

0.54 

6.94% 

7.9 

0.30 

0.093 J 

0.065 

225.9 

RKWC 0.086 

54 

9 

4.5 

-3.50 

4.9% 

0.68 

8.72% 

14.6 

0.68 

0.104 

0.069 

49.4 

Industrials 

13,036 

827 

2,413.8 


3.4% 


3.92% 

14.9 

1.18 



14,637 

CATTL T 0.226 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-1.3% 

ro.42 

2.14% 

12.9 

1.12 

0.338 

0.182 

2.9 

DANAH 0.073 

122 

5 

8.9 

0.00 

6.6% 

1.11 

0.00% 

NM 

0.65 

0 110 

0.059 

451.1 

FOOD " | 1.055 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-5.1% 

0.75 

NM 

90 

9.34 

2 700 

1.001 

4.8 

MEZZAN _ 1 0.778 

26 

1 

20.2 

0.00 

0.4% 

0.71 

3.60% 

17.1 

2.26 

1 040 

0.685 

-46.5 

Consumer Goods 

148 

6 

29.1 


-2.8% 


34.00% 

12.0 

3.22 



647 

ATC 1.100 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

0.0% 

NA 

1 36% 

NM 

3 19 

1.100 

0.700 

0.0 

YIACO _ 1 0.192 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

9.7% 

0.72 

0.00% 

NM 

3.77 

0.305 J 

0.140 

3.7 

Health Care 

0 

0 

0.0 


1.6% 


1.13% 

NM 

3.28 



4 

KCIN U 1.130 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

•13.1% 

[o.09 

4.38% 

10.6 

1.56 

1.670 

1.020 

14.1 

SULTAN 0.067 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

0.0% 

1.29 

0.00% 

NM 

3.23 

0.097 

0.064 

0.0 

IFAHR 0.190 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

5.6% 

0.39 

0.00% 

41.5 

1.99 

0.302 

0.144 

5.0 

OULAFUEL 0.115 

9 

10 

1.1 

0.00 

3.6% 

0.38 

4.28% 

12.9 

0.77 

0.136 

0.103 

110.4 

MUNTAZAHAT 0.071 

0 

1 

0.0 

-0.10 

2.0% 

0.49 

6.54% 

7.3 

0.54 

0.094 

0.061 

48.2 

JAZEERA 0.649 

1 

3 

0.5 

0.00 

-2.6% 

ro.53 

5.39% 

15.6 

3.29 

0.690 

0.376 

49.2 

SOOR 0.115 

11 

12 

1.3 

0.00 

3.6% 

0.45 

4.31% 

12.9 

0.77 

0.138 

0.101 

40.7 

FUTUREKID 0.108 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

8.0% 

0.05 

0.96% 

9.6 

0.61 

0 126 

0.100 

3.5 

ALRAI 0.114 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-5.0% 

0.61 

17.43% 

10.0 

0.66 

0.180 

0.092 

21.0 

JIYAD _ 1 0.077 

5,073 

192 

368.2 

2.20 

-12.0% 

TO.47 

0.00% 

30.9 

2.23 

0.130 

0.041 

3,300.8 

Consumer Services 

5,095 

218 

371.0 


-2.5% 


3.76% 

45.7 

1.42 



3,593 

ZAIN | 0.472 

1,033 

169 

488.1 

-5.00 

8.8% 

1.54 

6.69% 

13.2 

1.41 

0.570 

0.407 

2,629.1 

OOREDOO 1.145 

1 

3 

1.1 

0.00 

6.0% 

0.83 

7.38% 

11.7 

0.95 

1.380 

1.000 

5.4 

AAN 0.030 

1,496 

39 

45.0 

-0.30 

5.2% 

ro .99 

0.00% 

NM 

0.47 

0.063 

0.025 

1,868.9 

VIVA _ 1 0.790 

60 

44 

46.6 

8.00 

-1.1% 

0.66 

1.27% 

10.1 

2.53 

0.940 

0.671 

38.2 

Telecom 

2,590 

255 

581 


6.8% 


6.06% 

12.9 

1.34 



4,542 

NBK 0.740 

3,569 

199 

2,663.6 

-12.00 

1.6% 

1.34 

3.99% 

13.9 

1.48 

0.800 

0.640 

2,175.0 

GBK 0.248 

535 

24 

132.1 

0.00 

4.2% 

0.73 

2.70% 

16.3 

1.28 

0.275 

0.233 

1,930.2 

CBK 0.400 

3 

1 

1.0 

0.00 

0.0% 

0.57 

3.74% 

17.6 

1.05 

0.510 

0.300 

8.9 

ABK 0.303 

3 

3 

1.0 

0.00 

4.5% 

0.44 

3 60% 

14.1 

0.87 

0.345 

0.287 

50.9 

ALMUTAHED 0.349 

55 

12 

19.3 

1.00 

0.0% 

0.83 

3.15% 

15.8 

1.62 

0.475 

0.331 

173.0 

KIB | 0.225 

661 

64 

149.6 

-2.00 

-1.3% 

1.13 

4.00% 

12.8 

0.91 

0.270 

0.199 

742.4 

BURG 0.317 

220 

11 

69.0 

2.00 

3.3% 

1.08 

1.56% 

9.3 

1 00 

0.377 

0.297 

402.0 

KFIN 0.585 

5,758 

353 

3.383.7 

-11.00 

1.6% 

1.36 

2.87% 

18.7 

1.83 

0.650 

0.467 

3.348.5 

BOUBYAN 0.460 

66 

20 

30.4 

-1.00 

5.5% 

1.14 

1.30% 

23.0 

2.87 

0.476 

0.395 

319.1 

WARBABANK 0.224 

242 

72 

54.4 

-1.00 

-2.6% 

0.85 

0.00% 

34.7 

2.32 

0.285 J 

0.195 

835.7 

AUB 0.211 

699 

22 

147.3 

-1.00 

2.4% 

0.51 

8.52% 

8.7 

1.49 

0.280 

0.183 

2,661.3 

ITHMR 0.057 

18,817 

435 

1,124.3 

-6.50 

33.9% 

1.10 

0.00% 

NM 

1.34 

0.077 

0.028 

16,357.7 

Banks 

30,629 

1,216 

7,775.6 


2.3% 


3.67% 

14.7 

1.49 



29,005 

KINS | 0.280 

10 

2 

2.8 

10.00 

1.8% 

0.12 

6.80% 

7.4 

0.77 

0.315 

0.228 

12.8 

GINS 0.700 

2 

7 

1.6 

0.00 

-15.0% 

0.17 

5.47% 

13.8 

1.66 

0.950 

0.500 

0.6 

AINS 0.430 

1 

1 

0.5 

-5.00 

-7.5% 

0.16 

7.99% 

8.6 

0.83 

0.510 

0.344 

4.3 

WINS 0.063 

23 

4 

1.4 

-4.00 

-2.3% 

0.24 

14.89% 

NM 

0.26 

0.108 

0.050 

13.3 

KUWAITRE 0.192 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

0,0% 

NA 

5.21% 

6.4 

0,63 

0.196 

0.186 

0.0 

FTI 0.065 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

0.0% 

0.12 

0.00% 

2.8 

0.56 

0.089 

0.046 

3.9 

WETHAQ _1 0.039 

9 

2 

0.4 

0.00 

-13.3% 

0.14 

0.00% 

11.2 

0.37 

0.064 

0.035 

8.5 

Insurance 

46 

16 

6.6 


-8.6% 


6.47% 

10.5 

0.88 



43 

SOKOUK L 0.050 

65 

4 

3.2 

0.00 

5.7% 

1.40 

0.00% 

NM 

0.41 

0.060 

0.040 

1.908.4 

KRE 0.059 

1,544 

46 

90.7 

0.20 

5.2% 

1.43 

0.00% 

11.6 

0.38 

0.082 

0.053 

2.202.4 

URC 0.074 

8 

2 

0.5 

-1.00 

-7.5% 

1.02 

6.11% 

21.5 

0.47 

0.108 

0.066 

18.1 

NRE 0.122 

224 

13 

27.3 

0.00 

-0.8% 

1.48 

0.00% 

6.9 

0.54 

0.150 

0.096 

252.9 

SRE 0.350 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

•1.1% 

0.39 

5.50% 

11.8 

1.28 

0.400 

0.323 

133.4 

TAM 0.399 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-0.2% 

0.54 

2.37% 

22.6 

1.19 

0.470 

0.325 

2.1 

AREEC 0.174 

5 

2 

0.8 

0.00 

-1.1% 

0.31 

0.00% 

12.7 

0.27 

0.195 

0.121 

398.6 

MASSALEH 0.041 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

6.6% 

0.37 

0.00% 

NM 

0.40 

0.068 

0.030 

69.9 

ARABREC 0.036 

924 

29 

33.0 

-1.00 

22.7% 

1.30 

0.00% 

NM 

0.30 

0.056 

0.028 

1,591.6 

ERESCO 0.036 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

6.3% 

To.63 

0.00% 

NM 

0.28 

0.052 

0.029 

561.7 

MABANEE 0.735 

35 

13 

25.6 

2.00 

4.3% 

1.18 

1.35% 

14.1 

1.86 

0.890 

0.670 

250.8 

INJAZZAT 0.092 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

11.7% 

0.89 

5.25% 

85 

0.53 

0-099 

0.074 

22.9 

INVESTORS 0.017 

4,464 

61 

77.5 

-0.20 

1.2% 

1.35 

0.00% 

35.2 

0.48 

0.035 

0.015 

7,336.4 

IRC 0.031 

100 

13 

3.1 

-0.80 

8.9% 

1.35 

0.00% 

NM 

0.52 

0-043 

0.023 

401.4 

ALTUARIA 0.092 

1,248 

28 

115.9 

-2.90 

-0.8% 

1.03 

5.37% 

9.0 

0.57 

0.107 

0.072 

655.9 

SANAM 0.030 

4 

3 

0.1 

0.00 

-14.3% 

0.33 

0.00% 

NM 

0.35 

0.061 

0.030 

8.6 

AAYANRE 0.079 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

6.6% 

0.97 

8.24% 

11.9 

0.44 

0.099 

0.070 

36.0 

AQAR 0.079 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

17.9% 

0.28 

7.23% 

9.8 

0.68 

0.083 

0.060 

88.8 

ALAQARIA 0.035 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

8.7% 

0.84 

0.00% 

NM 

0.49 

0.050 

0.024 

16.8 

MAZAYA 0.113 

5,955 

71 

675.6 

-2.00 

2.7% 

1.07 

6.37% 

7.6 

0.72 

0.150 

0.100 

1,306.7 

TkJARA 0.055 

15 

2 

0.8 

0.00 

-3.5% 

0.44 

0.00% 

36.5 

0.51 

0.069 

0.050 

25.6 

TAAMEER 0.034 

348 

27 

11.5 

-0.30 

16.6% 

0.52 

0.00% 

NM 

0.45 

0055 

0.024 

1,064.9 

ARKAN 0.089 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

6,6% 

0.25 

8.86% 

8.7 

0.67 

0.0971 

0.077 

143.6 

ARGAN 0.160 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

6.7% 

0.34 

6.02% 

7.4 

0.47 

0.200 

0.132 

11.6 

ABYAAR 0.023 

1,169 

30 

26.4 

-0.20 

10.8% 

1.29 

0.00% 

NM 

0.28 

0.042 

0.020 

3,618.7 

MUNSHAAT 0.086 

1,113 

26 

94.5 

0.00 

23.2% 

1.25 

0.00% 

8.9 

0.32 

0.096 

0.050 

970.8 

FIRSTDUBAI 0.051 

946 

37 

48.0 

-0.60 

17.4% 

1.11 

0.00% 

43.7 

0.74 

0.090 

0.035 

1.028.0 

KBT ~T 0.051 

6.607 

224 

329.2 

2.40 

15.0% 

0.82 

3.89% 

7.8 

0.44 

0.064 

0.043 

918.3 

REAM 0.837 

0 

1 

0.0 

123.00 

68.8% 

NA 

0.59% 

NM 

5.49 

0.837 

0.188 

0.0 

MENA 0.018 

326 

32 

5.7 

-0.10 

8.5% 

0.90 

0.00% 

NM 

0.30 

0.038 

0.015 

3,301.3 

ALMUDON 0.039 

100 

4 

4.0 

-2.20 

17.6% 

0.88 

0.00% 

12.9 

0.27 

0.064 

0.028 

458.7 

MARAKEZ 0.034 

17 

10 

0.6 

3.30 

3.1% 

0.43 

0.00% 

NM 

0.26 

0.058 

0.027 

110.5 

REMAL 0.047 

575 

22 

26.8 

0.60 

20.1% 

0.89 

0.00% 

18.6 

0.40 

0.091 

0.031 

2,182.2 

MASHAER _1 0.066 

4 

2 

0.2 

-0.10 

6.5% 

0.72 

11.36% 

12.2 

0.36 

0.114 

0.053 

9.6 

Real Estate 

25,797 

702 

1,601.0 


4.9% 


2.64% 

16.3 

0.76 



31,107 

KINV | 0.123 

256 

19 

31.3 

-1.00 

7.9% 

0.71 

5.66% 

3.7 

0.51 

0.132 

0.089 

546.7 

FACIL 0.178 

2 

1 

0.4 

-4.00 

4.7% 

0.66 

9.07% 

9.6 

0.57 

0.191 

0.155 

115.4 

IFA 0.033 

466 

27 

15.2 

-0-60 

12.8% 

1.20 

0.00% 

6.9 

0.45 

0.053 

0.027 

1,8586 

NINV 0.100 

1,529 

33 

153.6 

-3.00 

2.0% 

1.20 

4.81% 

19.3 

0.49 

0.148 

0.090 

701.5 

KPROJ 0.300 

493 

26 

148.4 

-6.00 

-10.4% 

1.14 

7.62% 

15.9 

0.97 

0.550 

0.275 

160.4 

COAST 0.035 

304 

11 

10.5 

0.00 

7.7% 

1.61 

0.00% 

13.5 

0.39 

0.060 

0.029 

1,059.6 

SECH 0.054 

231 

13 

12.5 

-0.50 

3.8% 

0.64 

0.00% 

NM 

0.33 

0.067 

0.038 

1,691.5 

ARZAN 0.033 

122 

6 

3.8 

0.30 

9.0% 

0.56 

0.00% 

23.6 

0.21 

0.048 

0.025 

238.4 

MARKAZ 0.111 

13 

3 

1.4 

0.00 

1.8% 

1.20 

4.89% 

7.0 

0.62 

0.130 

0.088 

40.4 

KMEFIC 0.025 

2 

1 

0.0 

-1.00 

4.2% 

0.32 

0 00% 

NM 

0.44 

0.041 

0.020 

177.0 

ALAMAN 0.051 

71 

3 

3.6 

0.40 

2.8% 

0.81 

9.73% 

12.0 

0.49 

0.065 

0.040 

138.3 

ALOLA 0.043 

127 

10 

5.4 

-0.50 

-5.1% 

0.89 

0.00% 

59.2 

0.29 

0.064 

0.036 

714.6 

ALMAL 0.027 

320 

22 

8.6 

0.30 

-0.7% 

1.46 

0.00% 

NM 

0.53 

0.037 

0.014 

760.8 

GIH 0.023 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

0.0% 

0.88 

0.00% 

NM 

0.48 

0.054 

0.019 

0.0 

AAYAN 0.038 

1,857 

53 

70.5 

-0.40 

8.0% 

1.11 

0.00% 

3.4 

0.36 

0.056 

0.033 

3,711.8 

BAYANINV 0.045 

135 

21 

6.0 

-1.50 

-6.3% 

1.45 

0.00% 

NM 

0.49 

0.065 

0.034 

191.2 

OSOUL 0.053 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-7.0% 

0.81 

0.00% 

10.2 

0.47 

0.075 

0.048 

18.5 

KFIC 0.045 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

0.0% 

[0.41 

0.00% 

50.7 

0.38 

0.055 

0.035 

33.6 

KAMCO 0.077 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

6.5% 

0.29 

5.86% 

14.7 

0.53 

0.096 

0.050 

12.6 

NIH 0.060 

0 

1 

0.0 

-1.40 

10.3% 

0.30 

0.00% 

14.4 

0.34 

0.083 

0.050 

69.7 

UNICAP 0.047 

90 

4 

4.3 

-1.80 

12.1% 

0.32 

0.00% 

6.2 

0.43 

0.056 

0.034 

1,581.9 

MADAR 0.026 

2 

3 

0.1 

-0.10 

6.5% 

0.41 

0.00% 

NM 

0.78 

0.027 

0.013 

474.8 

ALDEERA 0.026 

0 

1 

0.0 

-1.90 

-6.5% 

0.84 

0.00% 

NM 

0.38 

0.047 

0.023 

93.5 

ALSALAM 0.042 

520 

24 

21.9 

-0.80 

3.7% 

0.96 

0.00% 

NM 

0.33 

0.066 

0.036 

967.0 

EKTTTTAB 0.034 

58 

6 

1.9 

-0.20 

8.6% 

1.29 

0.00% 

NM 

0.49 

0.052 

0.030 

296.3 

ALMADINA 0.041 

202 

11 

7.9 

0.90 

14.9% 

1.13 

0.00% 

13.5 

0.71 

0.064 

0.031 

477.8 

NOOR 0.057 

474 

23 

26.4 

-0.60 

-6.1% 

1.32 

0.00% 

4.1 

0.49 

0.069 

0.044 

688.9 

TAMINV 0.285 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

-5.0% 

0.58 

3.51% 

17.0 

0.53 

0.350 

0.236 

0.2 

KSHC 0.031 

20 

3 

0.6 

0.00 

13.7% 

1.34 

9.74% 

11.5 

0.29 

0.061 

0.027 

993.2 

ASIYA 0.044 

300 

26 

12.7 

-0.50 

10.0% 

1.01 

0.00% 

NM 

0.50 

0.048 

0.032 

294.9 

GNAHC 0.036 

480 

11 

17 3 

-0.50 

-1.7% 

1.47 

0.00% 

NM 

0.39 

0.051 

0.032 

223,8 

AMWAL 0.060 

306 

23 

178 

-0.10 

77.7% 

0.43 

0.00% 

36.5 

0.61 

0.093 

0.028 

1 ,704 9 

ALIMTIAZ 0.152 

4,675 

97 

713.8 

1.00 

-3.8% 

0.96 

6.04% 

4.3 

0.86 

0.200 

0.142 

4,124.1 

MANAZEL 0.032 

2,626 

84 

80.8 

-0.50 

0.0% 

1.68 

0.00% 

3.1 

0.23 

0.065 

0.027 

617.5 

NIND 0.162 

2,114 

58 

343.0 

-3.00 

8,0% 

1.70 

6.01% 

NM 

0.58 

0.170 

0.106 

2,727.3 

BIIHC 0.038 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

4.1% 

1.17 

0.00% 

NM 

0.40 

0.053 

0.021 

147.2 

AGHC E 0.082 

20 

2 

1.6 

1.50 

-3.5% 

0.44 

0.00% 

9.9 

0.52 

0.112 

0.067 

228.1 

KPPC 0.058 

175 

8 

10.1 

-0.40 

8.3% 

1.24 

0.00% 

NM 

0.28 

0.064 

0.043 

863.9 

TAHSSILAT 0.029 

1 

1 

0.0 

0.90 

15.6% 

0.10 

0.00% 

NM 

0.75 

0.049 

0.020 

1.1 

EKHOLDING 0.285 

60 

3 

16.8 

10.00 

15.9% 

To .76 

0.00% 

11.6 

2.10 

0.290 

0.174 

120.9 

GFH 0.119 

427 

29 

50.5 

-1.00 

-0.8% 

1.23 

0.00% 

2.9 

0.79 

0.246 

0.110 

725.2 

INOVEST _1 0.073 

8,719 

146 

656.9 

-6.00 

-8.8% 

0.89 

9.53% 

3.5 

0.51 

0.132 

0.073 

1,807.9 

Financial Services 

27,198 

819 

2,455.3 


1.0% 


3.74% 

9.9 

0.66 



31,401 

ASC T 0.152 

0 

0 

0.0 

0.00 

10.1% 

ro.28 

0.00% 

8.9 

1.11 

0.330 

0.125 

2.8 

OSOS _1 0.085 

487 

67 

41.3 

1.00 

-7.6% 

0.90 

17.65% 

NM 

0.69 

0.208 

0.081 

35.2 

Technology 

487 

67 

41.3 


3.0% 


6.33% 

56.4 

0.92 
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Total Market 

107,547 

4,274 

15,443.8 


2.7% 


4.75% 

14.4 

1.22 



118,792 

PiC & PBV multples are calculated based on current pnees and TTM 57 2017 net profit and shareholders' equty as of 30 Sept 17, respectively. Drndend Yield lor indivduaJ stocks is based on 20 

tG cash drnde 

nds and current prices, the 

sectors' average is a weighted average based on market cap. Companies with dflerent fiscal years are trealed on an indviduai basis. (NA r 

*>t appicabte. 

NM Not meaningful). # Avg 

daty trading w 
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Boeing reports jump in earnings, upbeat on 2018 


Facebook bans ads for cryptocurrencies 


Boeing reported a jump in fourth- 
quarter earnings on Wednesday 
thanks to higher commercial 
plane deliveries and a boost 
from US tax reform as it project¬ 
ed more strong results in 2018. 

Shares of the US aerospace 
giant powered higher after it 
reported net profit in the fourth 
quarter of $3.1 billion, up a stun¬ 
ning 92 percent from the year- 
ago period. 

Revenues came in at $25.4 


billion, up nine percent from 
the equivalent stretch in 2016, 
strengthened by higher com¬ 
mercial plane deliveries and 
increased defense revenues 
from deliveries of weapons 
systems. 

Boeing has benefited from 
rising demand for commercial 
aircraft as airlines score higher 
profits and boost orders. 

“Across Boeing our teams 
delivered a record year of fi¬ 


nancial and operational per¬ 
formance as they focused on 
disciplined execution of pro¬ 
duction and development pro¬ 
grams, growing services, and 
delivering value to customers,” 
Boeing chief executive Dennis 
Muilenburg said. 

Earnings were lifted by $1.1 
billion following passage of US 
tax reform, which permitted Boe¬ 
ing to reduce its deferred tax li¬ 
abilities. (AFP) 


Facebook says it is banning all 
ads related to cryptocurrencies 
in an effort to fight scams. 

The social media giant said 
in a statement it is barring ads 
for “financial products and ser¬ 
vices that are frequently asso¬ 
ciated with misleading or de¬ 
ceptive promotional practices, 
such as binary options, initial 
coin offerings and cryptocur¬ 
rency.” 

Initial coin offerings or ICOs 


are a way for companies to raise 
funds by selling investors crypto¬ 
graphic assets. 

Fraud is common in the world 
of red hot digital currencies such 
as bitcoin. 

This week, for instance, the 
US Securities and Exchange 
Commission shut down an initial 
coin offering by a Texas compa¬ 
ny called AriseBank. 

AriseBank was accused of re¬ 
lying on celebrity endorsers such 


as boxer Evander Holyfield and 
social media to cheat investors 
out of $600 million of its goal of 
$1 billion for a currency it called 
“AriseCoin.” 

In a blog post announcing the 
news, Facebook product man¬ 
agement director Rob Leathern 
hinted that Facebook may mod¬ 
ify the new policy at some point 
to allow bona fide crypto-related 
businesses to advertise again. 
(AFP) 


e bottom 


Equities gain as Boeing boosts 
earnings hopes; dollar retreats 

Oil set for strongest January since 2013 


NEW YORK: US private equity giant 
Blackstone has agreed to pay $17 
billion for a majority stake in the 
financial services unit of Thomson 
Reuters, according to a joint state¬ 
ment issued Tuesday. 

The deal would give Blackstone 
a controlling stake in the unit that 
delivers financial research and other 
tools to market professionals through 
dedicated terminals and subscription 
services. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

STOCKHOLM: Shares in low-cost 
fashion brand Hennes & Mauritz 
AB plunged on Wednesday after the 
Swedish company said it was hav¬ 
ing trouble adapting to a rapid and 
global shift to online shopping among 
consumers. 

The company said its profits fell 33 
percent in the fourth quarter, to 3.99 
b illi on kronor ($506 million), with sales 
dropping 2 percent to 50.4 million kro¬ 
nor ($6.4 million). It said “the industry 
changes are challenging everyone and 
this will continue in 2018.” 

CEO Karl-Johan Persson said that 
the digitalization of shopping “is driv¬ 
ing the need to transform and re-think 
faster and faster.” He said the group’s 
performance was “clearly below our 
expectations.” (AP) 

□ □ □ 

PARIS: Global steel giant Arcelor¬ 
Mittal said Wednesday that its net 
profit more than doubled last year 
as the worldwide market for steel 
improved. 

ArcelorMittal said in a statement 
that its bottom-line net profit amount¬ 
ed to $4.6 billion, up from $1.8 billion 
a year earlier. 

Underlying or operating profit jumped 
by 30 percent to $5.4 billion on a 21-per- 
cent increase in sales to $68.7 billion, the 
statement said. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

STOCKHOLM: Swedish telecoms 
giant Ericsson said Wednesday that 
it rang up huge losses last year as 
network competition, restructuring 
costs and investment in lightning-fast 
5G technology pushed it deeply into 
the red. 

Ericsson said in a statement it 
booked net loss of 35.1 billion kronor 
(3.6 billion euros, $4.4 billion) in 
2017, compared with profit of 1.9 bil¬ 
lion kronor the year before. 

The group also booked an underly¬ 
ing or operating loss of 38.1 billion 
kronor last year after profit of 6.3 
billion kronor in 2016, while revenues 
dropped by 10 percent to 201.3 billion 
kronor, the statement said. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

MADRID: a strong performance in 
Brazil helped Santander offset weak¬ 
ness in Britain and boost its profits 
by 7.0 percent last year, the Spanish 
banking giant said Wednesday. 

The eurozone’s biggest bank in 
terms of market value said its net 
profit climbed to 6.6 billion euros 
($8.2 billion) last year, from 6.2 bil¬ 
lion in 2016. 

“Throughout the year we have seen 
strong growth in Latin America, with 
our businesses in Brazil and Mexico 
performing exceptionally well,” 
Santander’s chief executive Ana Botin 
said in a statement. 

Greater customer activity in Brazil 
and a recovery in the exchange rate of 
the Brazilian real helped the bank as 
the Latin American country bounces 
back from a sharp economic down¬ 
turn. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 


FRANKFURT, Germany: Indus¬ 
trial equipment maker Siemens said 
Wednesday that its net income rose 
12 percent to 2.2 billion euros ($2.7 
billion) in the last three months of 
2017, helped by one-time gains from 
the sale of shares in its Osram lighting 
business and from the US corporate 
tax cut. 

The company said results for the 
quarter, its fiscal first, benefited from 
the upswing in the global economy. 
Revenue rose 3 percent to 19.8 billion 
euros ($24.6 billion) while orders 
increased 14 percent to 22.5 billion 
euros. 

Orders are key to future earnings 
for the company since projects can 
take months or years to deliver.Shares 
in Siemens AG rose after the earnings 
announcement and traded 0.2 percent 
higher at 122.02 euros by mid-morn¬ 
ing in Europe. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

STOCKHOLM: Swedish truck maker 
Volvo said Wednesday that its net 
profit sped ahead by 60 percent in 
2017, as strong global demand for 
heavy goods vehicles drove up sales 
to a new record. 

Investors cheered the latest earn¬ 
ings numbers, with Volvo’s share 
price showing a gain of 1.2 percent on 
the Stockholm stock exchange in early 
afternoon, while the rest of the market 
was flat. 

Volvo said in a statement that its 
net profit soared to 21 billion kronor 
(2.0 billion euros, $2.67 billion) for 
the full year, as sales jumped by 11 
percent to 334 billion kronor. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

THE HAGUE: Dutch telecoms 
firm KPN hailed a rise in fortunes 
Wednesday, with profits up by nearly 
a third in 2017, despite the end of 
European roaming charges. 

Net profits reached 485 million 
euros ($603 million), up 31 percent on 
2016 when one-off expenses had hit 
the group’s bottom line. 

Chief executive Eelco Blok attrib¬ 
uted the “substantial results” to KPN’s 
new strategy. 

“We have optimised our cus¬ 
tomer service and deployed a targeted 
household approach, which resulted 
in record-high customer satisfaction 
levels,” he said in a statement. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

FRANKFURT: Automaker Daimler 
says it has fired an executive who 
represented it at an industry-backed 
organization that commissioned diesel 
exhaust tests involving monkeys. 

A statement from Daimler AG on 
Wednesday did not identify by name 
the executive, citing privacy concerns. 
It said the executive sat on the top 
management board of the now-dis¬ 
solved EUGT entity. 

Volkswagen on Tuesday suspended 
its head of external relations, who said 
he knew about the experiments but did 
not inform the company’s then-CEO, 
Martin Winterkom. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

TOKYO: Japanese video-game maker 
Nintendo’s net profit jumped 31 
percent to 135.2 billion yen ($1.2 
billion) in April-December, helped 
by the popularity of its Switch hybrid 
game machine, the company said 
Wednesday. 

Kyoto-based Nintendo, which 
makes Super Mario and Pokemon 
games, said its sales in the first nine 
months of 2017 more than doubled 
from a year earlier to 857 billion yen 
($7.9 billion). (AP) 


NEW YORK, Jan 31, 
(Agencies): World stocks 
gained, pulling out of a two- 
day dive on Wednesday, as 
Boeing’s strong results and 
outlook revived enthusi¬ 
asm over corporate profits, 
while the US dollar was 
pressured ahead of the Fed¬ 
eral Reserve’s first policy 
decision of the year. 

A controversy-free State of the 
Union address by President Donald 
Trump helped most Asian stock ex¬ 
changes gain and kept a key gauge 
of global equity performance on 
track for its best January in more 
than two decades. 

Boeing Co provided the most upside 
to both the benchmark S&P 500 stock 
index and MSCI’s all-country index 
of stock performance in 47 countries, 
which has risen about 5.9 percent this 
month. 

But a slew of declining drugmakers 
pulled the US healthcare sector lower 
and left the benchmark S&P 500 trad¬ 
ing close to break-even. 

Boeing, the world’s biggest plane- 
maker, forecast core profit would rise 
to $13.80 to $14.00 a share this year, 
well ahead of analysts’ average esti¬ 
mate of $11.96, Thomson Reuters data 
showed. 

On Wall Street, the Dow Jones In¬ 
dustrial Average rose 146.08 points, or 
0.56 percent, to 26,222.97. The S&P 
500 gained 5.96 points, or 0.21 percent, 
to 2,828.39 and the Nasdaq Composite 
added 22.34 points, or 0.3 percent, to 
7,424.82. 

The pan-European FTSEurofirst 300 
index closed down 0.25 percent, pulled 
lower by a tumbling healthcare sector, 
while MSCI’s gauge of stocks across 
the globe gained 0.04 percent. 

The US dollar fell ahead of a Fed 
statement that was widely expected to 
leave interest rates unchanged but indi¬ 
cate a strengthening economy. 

The euro rose on firm underlying eu¬ 
rozone inflation data. 

The dollar index, tracking it against 
a basket of major currencies, fell 0.15 
percent, with the euro up 0.28 percent 
to $1.2435. The Japanese yen weak¬ 
ened 0.45 percent versus the greenback 
at 109.27 per dollar. 

Oil prices fell for a third day after the 
US Energy Department said oil inven¬ 
tories rose for the first time in nearly 
three months and by an amount that ex¬ 
ceeded expectations. 

US crude fell 12 cents to $64.38 per 
barrel and Brent was last at $68.90, 
down 12 cents on the day. 

Benchmark 10-year notes fell 3/32 in 
price to yield 2.7368 percent. 

us 

US stocks rose in late morning 
trading on Wednesday, with the Dow 
climbing more than 200 points after 


two days of steep losses, boosted by a 
surge in Boeing. 

The planemaker forecast full-year 
profit well above market estimates, 
sparking a 6.2 percent surge in its 
shares, the biggest weight in the price- 
weighted Dow Jones Industrial Aver¬ 
age and the benchmark S&P 500. 

Boeing helped the industrials sector in¬ 
crease 1 percent, the most among the 11 
major S&P sectors. But the biggest boost 
came from the tech sector, which gained 
0.90 percent. Microsoft and Facebook 
were both up more than 1 percent ahead 
of their results after the bell. 

The blue-chip Dow suffered its big¬ 
gest two-day drop since September 
2016 over Monday and Tuesday as US 
Treasury yields surged to near four- 
year highs on expectations of global 
central banks lowering stimulus. 

At 10:50 am ET, the Dow was 
up 157.45 points, or 0.6 percent, 
at 26,234.34, the S&P was up 7.52 
points, or 0.26 percent, at 2,829.95 and 
the Nasdaq Composite was up 31.36 
points, or 0.42 percent, at 7,433.84. 

President Donald Trump’s State of 
the Union address also held few sur¬ 
prises. He said he wanted legislation 
to generate at least $1.5 trillion for 
infrastructure spending and revisited a 
campaign promise to lower drug prices. 

An ADP report showing the US 
private sector added much more jobs 
in January than expected, 234,000 vs 
185,000, also boost sentiment ahead of 
the more comprehensive non-farm pay¬ 
rolls data on Friday. 

Among stocks, chipmaker AMD 
rose 4.7 percent, while Electronic Arts 
jumped 9.1 percent after their upbeat 
quarterly reports. 

Anthem’s strong results and forecast 
sent its shares up 2.5 percent and also 
boosted other health insurers, a day 
after the group and other health stocks 
were hit by news of Amazon.com’s 
healthcare plans. 

Advancing issues outnumbered de- 
cliners on the NYSE by 1,741 to 1,060. 
On the Nasdaq, 1,452 issues rose and 
1,308 fell. 

The S&P 500 index showed 28 new 
52-week highs and three new lows, 
while the Nasdaq recorded 66 new 
highs and 25 new lows. 

UK 

The FTSE 100 fell on Wednesday as 
shares in outsourcer Capita tanked after 
a profit warning, further weighing on 
the monthly performance of the UK’s 
blue-chip index. 

The index ended January down 2.1 
percent after falling 0.7 percent on the 
day to 7,533.55 points, its lowest level 
since Dec. 21. 

Earnings updates were the main 
focus on Wednesday, none more so 
than Capita’s. The mid-cap company’s 
shares tumbled by 47 percent, its big¬ 
gest one-day loss, after it issued a profit 
warning, suspended its dividend and 
announced a rights issue. 

Peers Babcock and Serco fell 2.5 
percent and 6.3 percent respectively. 


It has been a difficult month for the 
sector after the collapse of Carillion 
when banks pulled the plug on a busi¬ 
ness swamped by debt and pension li¬ 
abilities. 

Elsewhere, shares in utility SSE 
were among the top gainers on the 
FTSE 100, climbing by 1.1 percent 
after the electricity and gas supplier 
raised its full-year profit outlook thanks 
to a rise in production from its renew¬ 
able energy plants. 

Paddy Power Betfair rose 0.6 per¬ 
cent on the back of an upgrade from 
broker Investec to “buy” from “hold” 
and a price target increase from HSBC. 

British housebuilders brought up 
the rear, with shares in Persimmon, 
Berkeley Group and Taylor Wimpey 
all down more than 2 percent. The falls 
followed a media report saying that the 
government could rescind planning 
permission on unused land. 

Declines among cyclical sectors 
such as energy, materials and financials 
also weighed. These sectors, which are 
more sensitive to the economic cycle, 
made a strong start to the year as in¬ 
vestors bet on a global boom lifting 
equities but have since succumbed to 
profit-taking. 

Asia 

Asian stocks struggled Wednesday 
as traders tracked sharp Wall Street 
losses despite a major speech by US 
President Donald Trump extolling his 
administration’s economic achieve¬ 
ments. 

But despite an initial positive ripple 
from the address, Asian bourses largely 
failed to shrug off a strongly negative 
Wall Street lead, where the Dow on 
Tuesday posted its largest decline since 
May. 

In his speech Trump also called for 
“fair” trade and declared that “the era 
of economic surrender is over”. 

The Asian declines meant that, de¬ 
spite an overall upbeat January for eq¬ 
uities, this week’s share sell-off contin¬ 
ued into a third day. 

Asian investors have locked in prof¬ 
its at the month-end and ahead of a se¬ 
ries of key earnings reports and policy 
announcements. 

Bearish sentiment was compounded 
by weak Chinese manufacturing data. 
Factory figures for January came in be¬ 
low expectations, hampered by crack¬ 
downs on debt and pollution levels. 

Shanghai finished down 0.2 percent, 
while Seoul lost 0.1 percent and Singa¬ 
pore 0.4 percent. 

Tokyo shed 0.8 percent to extend its 
losing streak for a sixth straight day. 

Japanese tech firm Fujifilm an¬ 
nounced 10,000 job cuts by March 
2020 in its Fuji Xerox subsidiary, 
which it said was facing an “increas¬ 
ingly severe” market environment. 

But there was positive news as Sam¬ 
sung Electronics reported a 73 percent 
jump in its fourth-quarter net profit, 
driven by demand for its memory 
chips and display panels, and Nintendo 
raised forecasts for net profit on strong 


Switch console sales. 

Japan’s factory output also rose 
more than expected in December as 
production of automobile-related parts 
and other machines expanded. 

Elsewhere, Hong Kong rose 0.9 per¬ 
cent, Taipei added 0.2 percent and Syd¬ 
ney gained 0.3 percent. 

■ Key figures around 0810 GMT 

Tokyo — Nikkei 225: Down 0.8 per¬ 
cent at 23,098.29 (close) 

Hong Kong — Hang Seng: Up 0.9 
percent at 32,887.27 (close) 

Shanghai — Composite: Down 0.2 
percent at 3,480.83 (close) 

Dollar/yen: DOWN at 108.67 from 
108.81 yen 

Oil 

Oil prices fell for a third day on 
Wednesday ahead of the possible first 
rise in US inventories in 11 weeks, but 
crude remained on track for its biggest 
gain in January in five years. 

Brent crude, the global benchmark, 
was down 20 cents at $68.82 a barrel 
by 1432 GMT, above a two-week low 
hit earlier in the day. US West Texas 
Intermediate (WTI) was down 14 cents 
at $64.36, adding to Tuesday’s losses. 

Despite Wednesday’s weakness, 
prices are still on track for a fifth month 
of gains and Brent is set for its largest 
percentage January rise since 2013, 
with a 2.7 percent increase. 

Higher prices, however, have en¬ 
couraged US producers to increase 
their rig count. Energy companies 
added 12 oil rigs last week, the biggest 
weekly increase since March. 

The Organization of the Petroleum Ex¬ 
porting Countries, along with other pro¬ 
ducers including Russia, has been wag¬ 
ing a battle against US shale producers, 
agreeing to take 1.8 million barrels a day 
off the market until the end of 2018. 

US Energy Department data on 
Wednesday is expected to show an in¬ 
crease in inventories for the first time 
in 11 weeks. 

Analysts polled by Reuters forecast 
an average 100,000-barrel build in 
crude stocks. 

Gold 

Gold prices rebounded on Wednes¬ 
day as the dollar resumed its down¬ 
trend, but analysts said bullion was 
vulnerable to weakness ahead of the 
Lunar New Year and if bulls start shed¬ 
ding their long positions. 

Spot gold was up 0.5 percent at 
$1,344.75 an ounce by 1500 GMT. In 
the previous session it touched its low¬ 
est since Jan 23 at $1,334.10. 

US gold futures for February deliv¬ 
ery rose 0.6 percent to $1,342.80. 

Gold received a boost as the dollar 
fell, putting the currency on track for 
its biggest monthly drop in nearly two 
years. The euro climbed against the 
dollar as firm eurozone inflation data 
for January kept expectations alive for 
a swift withdrawal of the central bank’s 
stimulus policies. 

A weaker dollar makes commodi¬ 
ties priced in the greenback cheaper for 
buyers using other currencies. 
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US dollar 

Sterling pound 


Euro 


Japanese yen 

Swiss franc 

Canadian dollar 

Swedish krona 

Saudi riyal 

UAE dirham 

Bahraini dinar 

Omani riyal 



Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

BEC 

Buy 

.296350 

.298100 

.298100 

.419851 

.418000 

.418000 

.367349 

.367589 

.367589 

.002681 

.002680 

.002680 

.313776 

.314776 

.314776 

.237747 

.235746 

.235746 

.034067 

.034067 

.034067 

.079033 

.079533 

.079533 

.080376 

.080331 

.080331 

.790382 

.789882 

.789882 

.774071 

.768773 

.768773 


Sell 

.300770 

.300450 

.300450 

.427351 

.427600 

.427600 

.374849 

.374849 

.374849 

.002861 

.002860 

.002860 

.324776 

.321776 

.321776 

.246747 

.245746 

.245746 

.039067 

.039067 

.039067 

.080333 

.080173 

.080173 

.082076 

.081827 

.081827 

.798882 

.798382 

.798382 

.779751 

.779773 

.779773 

Muzaini 

Sell 

.300350 

.301550 

.301550 

— 

.418400 

.418400 

— 

.369400 

.369400 

— 

.271200 

.271200 

— 

.314280 

.314280 

— 

.243280 

.243280 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.080467 

.080467 

— 

.082177 

.082177 

— 

.801250 

.801250 

— 

.783654 

.783654 

Dollarco 

Sell 

.300100 

.300500 

.300500 

.426580 .427500 

.427500 

.374185 

.375000 

.375000 

.0037550 .002700 

.002700 

.291080 

.315000 

.315000 

.244239 

.245500 

.245500 

— 

— 

— 

.081135 

.082500 

.082500 

.082325 

.082750 

.082750 

.803000 

.801000 

.801000 


— 

— 

Commercial Bank 

Buy 

.299000 

.298300 

.298300 

.424000 

.422259 

.422259 

.369000 

.366153 

.366153 

— 

.002708 

.002708 

.310000 

.311278 

.311278 

.239000 

.240173 

.240173 

— 

.037351 

.037351 

.079000 

.080066 

.080066 

.081472 

.081754 

.081754 

.793757 

.796576 

.796576 

.778146 

.779914 

.779914 


Sell 

.302150 

.301900 

.301900 

.433000 

.427355 

.427355 

.377000 

.370563 

.370563 

— 

.022727 

.022727 

.318000 

.313456 

.313456 

.247000 

.241854 

.241854 

— 

.037612 

.037612 

.083000 

.080626 

.080626 

.082291 

.082326 

.082326 

.801734 

.802150 

.802150 

.785966 

.785371 

.785371 

Gulf Bank 

Buy 

.299050 

.299050 

.299050 

.420510 

.420510 

.420510 

.369270 

.369270 

.369270 

.000274 

.000274 

.000274 

.317750 

.317750 

.317750 

.241117 

.241170 

.241170 

.037890 

.037890 

.037890 

.079600 

.079600 

.079600 

.081230 

.081230 

.081230 

.789440 

.789440 

.789440 

.775420 

.775420 

.775420 


Sell 

.301150 

.301150 

.301150 

.429140 

.429140 

.429140 

.376770 

.376770 

.376770 

.000278 

.000278 

.000278 

.324290 

.324290 

.324290 

.246050 

.246050 

.246050 

.038320 

.038320 

.038320 

.080710 

.080710 

.080710 

.082250 

.082250 

.082250 

.801250 

.801250 

.801250 

.786220 

.786220 

.786220 

NBK 

Buy 

— 

.300150 

.300150 

— 

.414690 

.414690 

— 

.365880 

.365880 

— 

.002692 

.002692 

— 

.310710 

.310710 

— 

.240790 

.240790 

— 

.037240 

.037240 

— 

.079970 

.079970 

— 

.081660 

.081660 

— 

.794990 

.794990 

— 

.779100 

.779100 


Sell 

— 

.302250 

.302250 

— 

.419550 

.419250 

— 

.370110 

.370110 

— 

.002724 

.002724 

— 

.318995 

.318995 

— 

.242111 

.242111 

— 

.037640 

.037640 

— 

.080730 

.080730 

— 

.082420 

.082420 

— 

.803000 

.803000 

— 

.786290 

.786290 

Burgan Bank 

Buy 

— 

.299050 

.299050 

— 

.420102 

.420102 

— 

.370022 

.370022 

— 

.002749 

.002750 

— 

.321405 

.321405 


.243909 

.243909 

— 

.037842 

.037842 

— 

.079640 

.079640 

— 

.081307 

.081307 

— 

.782802 

.782802 

— 

.766794 

.766794 


Sell 

— 

.301150 

.301150 

— 

.423200 

.423200 

— 

.372770 

.372770 

— 

.002770 

.002770 

— 

.322620 

.322620 


.244708 

.244708 

— 

.038122 

.038122 

— 

.080413 

.080413 

— 

.082102 

.082102 

— 

.809488 

.809488 

— 

.792500 

.792500 

ABK 

Buy 

.298450 

.300950 

.300950 

.396510 

.399560 

.399560 

.354510 

.357180 

.357180 

— 

.027938 

.027938 

— 

.324052 

.324052 

— 

.249603 

.249603 

— 

.034490 

.034490 

.079290 

.079300 

.079300 

.082203 

.081250 

.081250 

— 

.788840 

.788840 

— 

.774320 

.781712 


Sell 

.304550 

.303050 

.303050 

.407830 

.407850 

.407850 

.364920 

.365200 

.365200 

— 

.027344 

.027344 

— 

.312040 

.312040 

— 

.239920 

.239920 

— 

.035840 

.035840 

.082010 

.081350 

.081350 

.083029 

.083130 

.083130 

— 

.809320 

.809320 

— 

.794270 

.790029 

KFH 

Buy 

.297340 

.299050 

.299050 

.419309 

.421272 

.421272 

.367334 

.368998 

.368998 

— 

.002730 

.002730 

— 

.310017 

.310017 

— 

.238097 

.238097 

— 

.037516 

.037516 

.079431 

.079925 

.079925 

.081104 

.081609 

.081609 

.787212 

.795500 

.795500 

.771223 

.779266 

.779266 


Sell 

.302870 

.301150 

.301150 

.431499 

.429199 

.429199 

.378527 

.376528 

.376528 

— 

.002791 

.002791 

— 

.326875 

.326875 

— 

.248617 

.248617 

— 

.038321 

.038321 

.081195 

.080703 

.080703 

.082907 

.082404 

.082404 

.810263 

.802469 

.802469 

.793034 

.785473 

.785473 

KBE 

Sell 

— 

.304300 

.304300 

— 

.380900 

.380900 

— 

.332100 

.332100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

.082810 

.082810 

— 

.806500 

.806500 

— 

— 

— 



Danish krone 

Indian rupee 

Pakistani rupee 

Sri Lanka rupee 

Bangladesh taka 

Philippine peso 

Australian dollar 

Hong Kong dollar 

Singapore dollar 

Jordanian dinar 

Egyptian pound 



Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

BEC 

Buy 

.046028 

.046058 

.046058 

.004245 

.004647 

.004647 

.002528 

.002684 

.002684 

.001688 

.001910 

.001910 

.003249 

.003597 

.003597 

.005881 

.005398 

.005398 

.234150 

.232149 

.232149 

.036554 

.036054 

.036054 

.224887 

.225887 

.225887 

.419429 

.418257 

.418257 

.014079 

.016280 

.016280 


Sell 

.051028 

.051058 

.051058 

.004886 

.004725 

.004725 

.002818 

.002716 

.002716 

.002268 

.001952 

.001952 

.003833 

.003618 

.003618 

.006181 

.005865 

.005865 

.246150 

.245149 

.245149 

.039304 

.039154 

.039154 

.234887 

.231887 

.231887 

.428429 

.425757 

.425757 

.019797 

.017131 

.017131 

Muzaini 

Sell 

— 

— 

— 

.004719 

.004875 

.004875 

.002722 

.002950 

.002950 

.001951 

.002270 

.002270 

.003650 

.003850 

.003850 

.005890 

.006250 

.006250 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.038566 

.038566 

— 

.228620 

.228620 

— 

.425320 

.425320 

.019700 .017020 

.017020 

Dollarco 

Sell 

— 

— 

— 

.004713 

.004875 

.004875 

.002715 

.002950 

.002950 

.002270 

.001958 

.001958 

.003860 

.003653 

.003653 

.006250 

.005935 

.005935 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.427000 

.426100 

.426100 

.018500 

.017067 

.017067 

Commercial Bank 

Buy 

— 

.049714 

.049714 

.004000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.002000 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.005000 

— 

— 

.238000 

.239069 

.239069 

— 

.038380 

.038380 

— 

.226699 

.226699 

.420000 

— 

— 

.012000 

— 

— 


Sell 

— 

.045031 

.045031 

.006500 

.004758 

.004758 

— 

.002736 

.002736 

.003500 

.001967 

.001967 

— 

.003649 

.003649 

.007900 

.005933 

.005933 

.243000 

.240742 

.240742 

— 

.038648 

.038648 

— 

.228285 

.228285 

.433000 

.427420 

.427420 

.023000 

.017603 

.017603 

Gulf Bank 

Buy 

.049260 

.049260 

.049260 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.241510 

.241510 

.238380 

.038170 

.038170 

.038170 

.226160 

.226160 

.226160 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Sell 

.049680 

.049900 

.049900 

.004800 

.004800 

.004800 

.002760 

.002760 

.002760 

.001980 

.001980 

.001980 

.003680 

.003680 

.003680 

.005980 

.005980 

.005980 

.244820 

.241550 

.241550 

.038940 

.038940 

.038940 

.228720 

.228720 

.228720 

.430110 

.430110 

.430110 

.017320 

.017320 

.017320 

NBK 

Buy 

— 

.049090 

.049090 

.004649 

.004649 

.004649 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.001940 

.001940 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.006020 

.006020 

— 

.238890 

.238890 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.225810 

.225810 

— 

.420970 

.420970 

— 

.016450 

.016450 


Sell 

— 

.049640 

.049640 

— 

.004778 

.004778 

— 

.002747 

.002747 

— 

.001975 

.001975 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.005980 

.005980 

— 

.242220 

.242220 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.228940 

.228940 

— 

.429330 

.429330 

— 

.017120 

.017120 

Burgan Bank 

Buy 

— 

.498791 

.498791 

— 

.004688 

.004688 

— 

.002696 

.002696 

— 

.001942 

.001942 

— 

.003594 

.003594 

— 

.005848 

.005848 

— 

.242499 

.242499 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.228596 

.228596 

— 

.420900 

.420900 

— 

.016226 

.016226 


Sell 

— 

.050254 

.050254 

— 

.004751 

.004751 

— 

.002732 

.002732 

— 

.001962 

.001962 

— 

.003646 

.003646 

— 

.005924 

.005924 

— 

.244353 

.244353 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.230342 

.230342 

— 

.425052 

.425052 

— 

.017725 

.017725 

ABK 

Buy 

— 

.045090 

.045090 

— 

.046371 

.046371 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

.227710 

.227710 

— 

.038760 

.038760 

— 

.222770 

.222770 

— 

.423280 

.423280 

— 

.016080 

.016080 


Sell 

— 

.047290 

.047290 

— 

.047838 

.047838 

— 

.004668 

.004668 

— 

.002119 

.002119 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.006648 

.006648 

— 

.232950 

.232950 

— 

.039210 

.039210 

— 

.226670 

.226670 

— 

.431960 

.431960 

— 

.018240 

.018240 

KFH 

Buy 

— 

.049393 

.049393 

— 

.004632 

.004632 

— 

.002667 

.002667 

— 

.001943 

.001943 

— 

.003575 

.003575 

— 

.005849 

.005849 

— 

.237689 

.237689 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.225966 

.225966 

— 

.422271 

.422271 

— 

.016929 

.016929 


Sell 

— 

.050586 

.050586 

— 

.004793 

.004793 

— 

.002744 

.002744 

— 

.001972 

.001972 

— 

.003670 

.003670 

— 

.006010 

.006010 


.242586 

.242586 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.229360 

.229360 

— 

.427390 

.427390 

— 

.017115 

.017115 

KBE 

Sell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.004694 

.004694 

— 

.004694 

.004694 

— 

.001984 

.001984 

— 

.003778 

.003778 

— 

.006060 

.006060 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.016990 

.016990 



Cyprus pound 

Yemeni riyal 

Thai baht 

South African rand 

Korean won 

Syrian pound 

Iranian Riyal 

Lebanese pound 

Malaysian ringgit 

Indonesian rupiah 

New Zealand dollar 



Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

Cash 

Draft 

Transfer 

BEC 

Buy 

— 

— 

— 

.000980 

.001152 

.001152 

.009070 

.009102 

.009102 

— 

— 

- 

.000271 

— 

— 

.001278 

.000493 

.000493 

.000083 

— 

— 

.000150 

.000184 

.000184 

.071310 

.072611 

.072611 

.000017 

.000018 

.000018 

.213094 

.211094 

.211094 


Sell 

— 

— 

— 

.001060 

.001252 

.001252 

.009485 

.009652 

.009652 

— 

— 


.000286 

— 

— 

.001498 

.000713 

.000713 

.000085 

— 

— 

.000250 

.000204 

.000204 

.078310 

.078611 

.078611 

.000024 

.000024 

.000024 

.222594 

.222094 

.222094 

Muzaini 

Sell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.001211 

.001211 

— 

.009462 

.009462 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.002010 

.002010 

— 

.075359 

.075359 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dollarco 

Sell 

— 

.017925 

.017925 

— 

— 

— 

.009250 

.010425 

.010425 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.000610 

.001585 

.001585 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.071600 

.076960 

.076960 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gulf Bank 

Buy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 



— 



— 



— 



— 



— 


.217130 

.217130 

.217130 


Sell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.024880 

.024880 

.024880 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.000020 

.000020 

.000020 

.221630 

.221630 

.221630 

ABK 

Buy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 



— 



— 



— 



— 



— 



— 



.218390 

.218390 


Sell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.222010 

.222010 

KFH 

Buy 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.001190 

.001190 

— 

.009324 

.009324 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.000194 

.000194 

— 

.075643 

.075643 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Sell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.001219 

.001219 

— 

.009544 

.009544 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.000203 

.000203 

— 

.076422 

.076422 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

KBE 

Sell 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.001550 

.001550 


— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 



— 



— 



— 



.002395 

.002395 

— 

— 

— 


travellers cheques 

US dollar 

Sterling 

Euro 

local gold 

Gold 999 kg 

Gold 999 10 tola 

Gold ounce 

Gold gm 22k 

Gold gm 21k 

Gold gm 18k 

100 gm 999 

10 gm 999 

BEC 

.3015500 

.4185853 

.3691972 

BEC 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Commercial Bank 
Gulf Bank 

Al-Ahli Bank 

.3032500 

.3022500 

.3030500 

.4178760 

.4209900 

.4078500 

.3687150 

.3714500 

.3652000 

Muzaini Exchange 

12,062.730 

1 1,426.660 1 

385.640 1 

11.070 1 

10.570 

9.060 1 


127.450 


All rates in KD per unit of 
foreign currency 
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SPORTS 


Rejuvenated Swansea stun Arsenal 


Liverpool cruise 


LONDON, Jan 31, (AFP): 


Petr Cech’s howler rocked 
Arsenal as they crashed 
to a shock 3-1 defeat at 
Swansea, while Liverpool 
cruised to victory over 
Huddersfield on Tuesday. 



Arsenal goal¬ 
keeper Cech’s 
miscued attempt 
to clear allowed 
Jordan Ayew to 
slot home Swan¬ 
sea’s second goal 
at the Liberty 
Stadium. 

It was the killer 
blow for Arsenal, 
who had already 
seen Sam Clucas 
equalise just one minute after Nacho 
Monreal put the visitors ahead from 
Mesut Ozil’s pass in the 33rd minute. 
Clucas claimed his second four min- 


Clucas 


SOCCER 


utes from time to finish off Arsenal, 
who have now won just once in their 
last five league games. 

The result leaves Gunners manager 
Arsene Wenger still searching for his 
first away win of 2018, despite a sec¬ 
ond-half debut for substitute Henrikh 
Mkhitaryan following his move from 
Manchester United. 

The Gunners are in sixth place, trail¬ 
ing eight points behind fourth-placed 
Liverpool in the race to qualify for the 
Champions League via a top-four fin¬ 
ish. 

The arrival of Borussia Dortmund 
striker Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang, 
set to sign on Wednesday’s transfer 
deadline day, can’t come soon enough 
for Wenger. 

“We will know more about that to¬ 
morrow morning,” Wenger said of the 
Aubameyang move. 

“I felt defensively we were very 
poor and made big mistakes. It’s bet¬ 
ter not to talk about the second or third 
goals. 

“Swansea were sharp, disciplined 




Crystal Palace’s Dutch defender 
Timothy Fosu-Mensah (left), tan¬ 
gles with West Ham United’s Portu¬ 
guese midfielder Joao Mario (right), 
during the English Premier League 
football match between West Ham 
United and Crystal Palace at The 
London Stadium, in east London 
on Jan 30,2018. (AFP) 



(Left): Arsenal’s German defender Shkodran Mustafi (left), vies with Swansea City’s Ivorian striker Wilfried Bony during the English Premier League football match between Swansea City and 
Arsenal at The Liberty Stadium in Swansea, south Wales on Jan 30, 2018. Swansea won the game 3-1. (Right): Liverpool’s German midfielder Emre Can (center), celebrates scoring the open¬ 
ing goal during the English Premier League football match between Huddersfield Town and Liverpool at the John Smith’s Stadium in Huddersfield, northern England on Jan 30, 2018. (AFP) 


and hungry. Unfortunately I believe 
we were not good enough, we were not 
disciplined enough.” 

The result also completes remarka¬ 
ble back-to-back victories for Swansea 
over Liverpool and now Arsenal. 

They are out of the relegation zone 
and have transformed their season with 
three wins in five league games under 
new boss Carlos Carvalhal. 

At the John Smith’s Stadium, Liv¬ 
erpool got back on track in emphatic 


fashion thanks to goals from Emre 
Can, Roberto Firmino and Mohamed 
Salah in a 3-0 win. 

The Reds had endured frustrating 
defeats against Swansea in the league 
and West Brom in the FA Cup. 

But Jurgen Klopp’s men dominated 
possession and from the moment Emre 
Can rocketed home a long-range open¬ 
er in the 26th minute the result was 
never in doubt. 

Firmino extended Liverpool’s lead 


on the stroke of half-time when he 
somehow squeezed the ball home from 
the byline after being played in by a 
clever Sadio Mane back-heel. 

Klopp had left Dutch defender Vir¬ 
gil van Dijk on the bench, but the ab¬ 
sence of the club-record signing was 
hardly noticed as the Reds continued 
in cruise control. 

Salah completed the scoring from 
the penalty spot in the 78th minute af¬ 
ter Can was tripped up in the box. 


“We had to keep the ball and score 
at the right moments. Overall it was 
absolutely deserved,” Klopp said. 

“It was exactly what we needed. It 
was not a brilliant performance, but it 
was very mature and exactly what we 
needed at the right moment.” 

A Mark Noble penalty helped West 
Ham shrug off the disappointment 
of their embarrassing FA Cup fourth 
round defeat at Wigan with a hard- 
fought 1-1 draw against Crystal Pal¬ 


ace. Roy Hodgson’s much-improved 
Eagles grabbed the lead in the 24th 
minute when Christian Benteke rose to 
steer an Andros Townsend cross home 
from close range. 

But the Hammers were level just be¬ 
fore the break after Javier Hernandez 
was brought down by James Tomkins 
in the box. 

Hernandez came closest to a winner 
when his 51 st-minute effort was bril¬ 
liantly saved by Wayne Hennessey. 


Holders tame Rennes 


Hoops beat Hearts 


Mbappe off as PSG reach 


League Cup final 


PARIS, Jan 31, (AFP): Holders Paris 
Saint-Germain edged into the French 
League Cup final by beating Rennes 
3-2 at Roazhon Park despite seeing Ky- 
lian Mbappe sent off on his return from 
injury. 

Thomas Meunier put the visitors 
ahead with a magnificent volley, before 
Rennes winger Wahbi Khazri had a 
goal ruled out for handball after a video 
assistant referee review. 

Brazilian defender Marquinhos 
tapped in after half-time, before Gio- 
vani Lo Celso was gifted PSG’s third 
goal by a dreadful mistake from home 
goalkeeper Abdoulaye Diallo. 

Mbappe saw red after another VAR 
decision for a terrible foul on Ismaila 
Sarr, but consolations from Diafra Sak- 
ho on his Rennes debut and Sanjin Prcic 
couldn’t prevent PSG from continuing 
their bid for a fifth consecutive League 
Cup. 

“I think the team kept calm and pa¬ 
tient in the first half, and then we made 
the difference,” said PSG coach Unai 
Emery. 

“But Kylian’s red card gave them 
some opportunities to score and get 
closer to us... But I’m happy with the 
way the players responded.” 

PSG are still on track to complete an 
unprecedented quadruple of the Ligue 
1, Champions League, French Cup and 
French League Cup titles, after extend¬ 
ing their winning streak in domestic cup 
competitions to 37 matches. 

Emery made six changes to the team 
which thrashed Montpellier 4-0 in the 
league on Saturday, with Mbappe re¬ 
turning from a two-game injury ab¬ 
sence and Edinson Cavani rested after 
breaking the club’s all-time goalscoring 
record at the weekend. 

Belgian right-back Meunier, no 
stranger to spectacular strikes, broke 
the deadlock in the 24th minute with a 


wonderful finish from the edge of the 
area. 

The 26-year-old barged his way 
through a couple of tackles before flick¬ 
ing the bouncing ball with the outside 
of his right foot, sending it looping over 
Diallo and in off the far post for his 
fourth goal of the season. 

The hosts thought they had equalised 
when Khazri took advantage of some 
woeful defending to stab into the cor¬ 
ner, but the referee checked the VAR 
which showed that the former Sunder¬ 
land player’s first touch had bounced 
off his arm. Mbappe had the ball in the 
back of the net early in the second half 
but saw the goal ruled out for offside, 
with the decision upheld after another 
video review. 

The runaway Ligue 1 leaders did 


SOCCER 


double their tally in the 54th minute as 
centre-back Marquinhos was on hand 
to tap in after Diallo parried Angel Di 
Maria’s shot. 

Diallo was totally at fault for the 
third, as the Senegalese stopper allowed 
Lo Celso’s tame effort to slip through 
his legs and bobble into the net. 

Mbappe was given a straight red card 
in the 63rd minute to give Rennes a 
glimmer of hope. 

The 19-year-old twice tried to foul 
Sarr, and succeeded by raking his studs 
down the back of the Rennes midfield¬ 
er’s leg while making zero attempt to 
play the ball. 

Referee Mikael Lesage again turned 
to the video technology before giving 
Mbappe his marching orders. 

Sakho, who had come on at half-time 
for his debut after joining Rennes from 
Premier League outfit West Ham, head¬ 
ed home his first goal for the club in the 


Italian Old Ladies edge Atalanta in 1st leg 

Juve on track for fourth straight Italian Cup 


BERGAMO, Italy, Jan 31, (AFP): 
Gonzalo Higuain scored after 
three minutes and Gianluigi But¬ 
ton saved a penalty as Juven- 
tus stayed on track for a fourth 
straight Italian Cup with a 1-0 
semifinal, first leq win at Atal¬ 
anta. 

Buffon - making his first ap¬ 
pearance in goal since turning 40 
and after a two-mo nth layoff with 
a calf injury - showed he was 
back at his best as he made his 
first Cup appearance since 2012. 

The holders got on the 
scoresheet in Bergamo after just 
two-and-a-half minutes when 
Argentine Higuain found a way 
through the Atalanta defence and 
curled into the corner. 

It was the quickest goal this 
season for Massimiliano Allegri’s 
side who are sitting second in Se- 
rie A behind Napoli. 

Atalanta thought they would 
level when the video assistant 
referee (VAR) awarded a penalty 
after Medhi Benatia handled in 
the box, but Alejandro Gomez’s 
spot-kick was saved by the ever¬ 
green Buffon. 

Buffon got down low to hold the 
Argentine’s driven effort to the 
left. 

“I am glad we honoured the 



Atalanta’s Jose Palomino (left), 
and Juventus’ Gonzalo Higuain 
go for the ball during the Italian 
Cup, firstleg semifinal soccer 
match between Atalanta and Ju¬ 
ventus, in Bergamo, Italy on Jan 
30, 2018. (AP) 

Italian Cup again this year,” said 
Juventus coach Massimiliano Al¬ 
legri. 

“It’s an important result, al¬ 
though nothing is decided until 
the second leg.” 

Higuain missed a chance for a 


second after half an hour with two 
Blaise Matuidi efforts deflected 
over the bar. 

Buffon again saved two quick- 
fire attempts from top Atalanta 
scorer Gomez after the break, tip¬ 
ping over the second. 

“I’m happy for Gigi (Buffon), 
who hadn’t played in the Italian 
Cup for five years,” Allegri added. 
“He hasn’t forgotten everything 
he knew just for being out of ac¬ 
tion for 45 days. 

“He had a rest for a few weeks, 
perhaps he needed to put his feet 
up, but he’s back now and he’s 
our first-choice goalkeeper. 

“Wojciech Szczesny did well in 
his absence and is a champion, 
but Buffon is Buffon.” 

Despite beating league leaders 
Napoli at the San Paolo Stadium 
to advance to the semifinals, Ata¬ 
lanta could not find a way past Ju¬ 
ventus who controlled the game. 

Higuain came close late on 
and Buffon again saved his team 
three minutes from time when he 
blocked Andrea Petagna’s point- 
blank shot. 

Allegri’s men now just have to 
maintain their advantage when 
they host Atalanta in the return 
leg on Feb 28 in Turin. 


85th minute. 

French international Lassana Diarra 
was introduced for his first PSG appear¬ 
ance since signing last week, but a long- 


range strike from Prcic slipped through 
Kevin Trapp’s grasp to set up a nervy 
final two minutes for the away side. 
Although they held on to book their 


spot in the final, Paris will need to im¬ 
prove before the first leg of their Cham¬ 
pions League last-16 tie at Real Madrid 
on Feb 14. 



Paris Saint-Germain’s Italian midfielder Marco Verratti (left), vies with Rennes’ French midfielder Benjamin Andre 
(right), during the French League Cup football semifinal match between Rennes and Paris Saint-Germain at the 

Roazhon Park Stadium in Rennes on Jan 30, 2018. (AFP) 


Sunderland slump 

Birmingham out of drop zone 


LONDON, Jan 31, (AFP): Birmingham 
climbed out of the Championship relega¬ 
tion zone and pushed Sunderland further 
into trouble with a crucial 3-1 win over 
their fellow strugglers. 

David Davis put Birmingham in 
front after 28 minutes at St Andrew’s 
and Jeremie Boga headed in from close 
range to double their lead just before 
half-time. 

Sam Gallagher added Birmingham’s 
third before Bryan Oviedo scored a 
consolation for Sunderland with seven 
minutes left. 

Birmingham move up to 20th, while 
Sunderland slipped to second-bottom of 
the second-tier table. 

At the other end, Derby missed the 
chance to close the gap on leaders 
Wolves as they were held to a goalless 
draw at Millwall. 

Australia’s Tim Cahill, who left Mill- 
wall almost 14 years ago to join Everton, 
was paraded to home fans after sealing 
a return to the club until the end of the 
season. 

But in a game of few clear-cut chanc¬ 


es Millwall could have done with Cahill 
on the pitch as Derby saw Ikechi Anya’s 
late effort ruled out for offside. 

Robert Snodgrass scored a 90th- 
minute winner to give promotion-chas¬ 
ing Aston Villa a 1-0 win at Sheffield 
United. 

Scotland midfielder Snodgrass curled 
in a left-footed effort from the edge of 
the penalty area to snatch all three points. 

Villa moved up to third following a 
fifth straight victory, now only a point 
behind Derby. 


SOCCER 


The Blades, meanwhile, are seventh 
and two points off the top six. 

Middlesbrough and Sheffield 
Wednesday also battled through a goal¬ 
less draw at the Riverside, which did lit¬ 
tle for the home side’s hopes of making 
up ground on the top six. 

Preston, though, moved to just three 
points adrift of sixth-placed Fulham after 
a 3-0 win at Nottingham Forest. 


Rodgers salutes 
Dembele revival 

GLASGOW, Jan 31, (AFP): 
Celtic manager Brendan Rodgers 
hailed the return to form of strik¬ 
er Moussa Dembele as he helped 
inspire the Hoops to a 3-1 Scot¬ 
tish Premiership win over Hearts. 

French forward Dembele had 
come in for criticism from Rodg¬ 
ers earlier in the month for hav¬ 
ing a lack of focus after being 
linked with a big-money move 
away from 
the Scottish 
champions. 

However, 
the 21-year- 
old shone on 
his first start 
of 2018 as 
he provided 
assists for 
Odsonne Ed¬ 
ouard and 
D e d r y c k 
Boyata be¬ 
fore grabbing his first goal since 
Nov 26. 

And Rodgers revealed it was 
a heart-to-heart with the former 
Fulham forward that helped him 
rediscover the kind of form that 
saw him bag 32 goals last season. 



Dembele 


SOCCER 


“That was much more like that 
tonight,” Rodgers said. 

“We sat down earlier in the 
week with Moussa and had a chat 
over a couple of days. On the sec¬ 
ond day we pulled together some 
videos of his work highlighting 
what his strengths are. 

“Through everything that has 
gone on, he maybe has come 
away a wee bit from what his 
strengths are, so it was really just 
a case of looking at his game, 
breaking his game down and 
highlighting what type of player 
he is. 

“When he is like that — when 
he is pressing and playing in the 
last line and holding the ball up 
— he is very hard to cope with.” 

The win over Hearts extends 
Celtic’s lead at the top of the 
Scottish Premiership to 14 points 
and gains some revenge for the 
4-0 loss at Tynecastle six weeks 
ago which ended their record- 
breaking 69-match unbeaten run. 

It remains the only blemish on 
Rodgers’ domestic record and he 
was pleased to see his players 
avenge the loss. 

“We took our chances in the 
first half and didn’t in the second 
half but overall it was a tremen¬ 
dous team performance,” he said. 

“The intensity in the game 
was there. I said after the game 
at Tynecastle that you have to 
match the aggression of Hearts. 
Craig has them well organised 
and they have good pace in the 
counter attack. 

“I thought we dealt with the 
physical side very well, pressed 
it well and played forward and 
created chances.” 
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SPORTS 


Japan’s revised smoking measures threaten smoky ’20 Games: critics 

2020 Tokyo Olympics costs keep rising despite efforts to cut 


TOKYO, Jan 31, (Agencies): The price tag for 
the 2020 Tokyo Olympics keeps going up 
despite attempts to rein in the spending. 

Over the last year, organizers have shifted 
several venues away from central Tokyo and 
have looked for existing facilities instead of 
building new ones. 

However, in the last week Tokyo Governor 
Yuriko Koike has explained that the city will 
need to more than double the billions it is 
already budgeting to stage the games. The 
International Olympic Committee and Tokyo 
organizers contest this, saying the city’s added 
costs are for many projects that would have 
been done — with or without the Olympics. 

In late December, Tokyo Olympic organiz¬ 
ers said the games would cost 1.35 trillion yen, 
which is about $12.4 billion at the present 
exchange rate of 109 yen to the dollar. But at a 
news conference last Friday, Koike said the 
city would spend an added 810 billion yen 
($7.5 billion), bringing total games-related 
spending to 2.16 trillion yen (roughly $20 bil¬ 
lion). 

Tokyo organizers and the International 
Olympic Committee have talked openly about 
the need to cut rising costs, which have plagued 
recent Olympics and driven away possible bid¬ 
ding cities. 

In emails to The Associated Press, the IOC 
and organizers said the new spending should 
not be viewed as part of the Olympic costs. 


The IOC called the expenses “regular admin¬ 
istrative costs” for the city that fall “outside the 
overall games budget.” Local organizers said 
the same thing. 

Koike contradicted their position. 

She said the new costs were for “projects 
directly and indirectly related to the games.” 
She included building barrier-free facilities for 
Paralympic athletes, training programs for vol¬ 
unteers, and advertising and tourism plans. 

She said the budget numbers still needed to 
be studied, and city’s legislature still needed to 
approve the spending. 

“We just presented the rough scale of the 
costs,” she said. “Tokyo will be the one to 

OLYMPICS 


cover it, so I presented it because I wanted the 
Tokyo residents to be aware of it.” 

Asked about further cost-cutting sought by 
the IOC, Kioke said “it’s not a task only for 
Tokyo, but the effort should be made as a 
whole.” 

She also played up the decades-long impact 
of the 1964 Tokyo Olympics, which showed 
the world a modern, fast-moving and rebuilt 
country following World War II. 

“Think about all that still remains as legacies 
from the 1964 Tokyo Olympics — the metro¬ 
politan expressway and the bullet-train system, 



In this Jan 26, 2018 photo, Tokyo Gov 
Yuriko Koike holds brochures of a 2018 
draft budget while speaking during a press 
conference in Tokyo. (AP) 

for instance,” she said. 

Tokyo’s 2020 Olympics are being funded 
largely by public money. The 2016 Rio de 
Janeiro Olympics were billed as a split between 
public and private money. The eventual price 
tag was about $13 billion — and some esti¬ 
mates put it at $20 billion. 

Under Koike’s plan, the Tokyo city govern¬ 
ment will now chip in 1.41 trillion yen ($13 
billion), and the national government will 


spend 150 billion yen ($1.4 billion). This repre¬ 
sents 72 percent of spending to prepare the 
Olympics. The remaining part comes from the 
local organizing committee, which will add 
600 billion yen ($5.5 billion) in private money. 

Tokyo’s winning bid in 2013 was listed at 
730 billion yen, about one-third of the list price 
now. 

Bent Flyvberg, in a 2016 study at Oxford 
University, found the Olympics “have the high¬ 
est average cost overrun of any type of mega¬ 
project. Moreover, cost overrun is found in all 
games, without exception.” 

Flyvberg added in his study that “for a city 
and nation to decide to stage the Olympic 
Games is to decide to take on one of the most 
costly and financially most risky type of mega¬ 
project that exists, something that many cities 
and nations have learned to their peril.” 

Meanwhile, two Japanese doctors on 
Wednesday raised concerns about the govern¬ 
ment’s latest effort to prevent second-hand 
smoking, saying it could lead to the 2020 
Olympic Games in Tokyo being held in an 
“extremely smoky environment”. 

The criticism comes a day after the govern¬ 
ment announced the thrust of planned revisions 
to a law on second-hand smoking, saying 
smoking would continue to be permitted in 
small bars and restaurants that put up warning 
signs for potential customers. 

The health ministry gave no specifics, but 


Japan’s major newspapers said it contemplated 
allowing smoking in establishments with floor 
space of 150 square metres (1,615 square feet) 
or less. 

That would be far more accommodating to 
smokers than the ministry’s plan of last March 
that limited smoking to bars and other liquor¬ 
serving spots with a floor space of 30 square m. 
(323 sq feet) or less. 

“If establishments with a floor space of 150 
square metres or less are exempt from the 
smoking ban, about 90 percent of bars will 
escape the restrictions,” said Yumiko 
Mochizuki, a doctor and member of the Japan 
Cancer Society. 

“If things stay this way, the Olympic Games 
in 2020 will be held in an extremely smoky 
environment.” 

Health ministry officials were not immedi¬ 
ately available for comment. 

Japan ranks at the bottom globally in anti¬ 
smoking measures, going by the types of public 
spaces that are entirely smoke-free, says the 
World Health Organization, which has teamed 
with global Olympics officials to ensure 
smoke-free Games venues. 

Ahead of the 2020 Olympics, the 
International Olympics Committee (IOC) is 
among those pressuring the Japanese capital 
to follow Rio de Janeiro and other recent 
games hosts in banning smoking in all public 
areas. 


Mominul century 9 powers 
B’desh charge on day one 


Bangladesh reach 374-4 at stumps 


CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh, Jan 31, (AFP): 
Mominul Haque hit a towering century to help 
Bangladesh take opening day honours in the first 
Test against Sri Lanka in Chittagong on Wednesday. 

Mominul hit an unbeaten 175 as the hosts reached 374-4 at 


stumps after electing to bat first at the Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury 
Stadium. 

The left-hander shared a 236-run third-wicket stand with former 
captain Mushfiqur Rahim, who fell just short of his fifth Test hun¬ 
dred after scoring 92 off 192 balls. 

Skipper Mahmudullah Riyad, on nine, was batting alongside 



Bangladesh cricketer Mominul Haque plays a shot during the first day of the first cricket 
Test between Bangladesh and Sri Lanka at Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in 

Chittagong on Jan 31. (AFP) 


Bangladesh vs Sri Lanka Scoreboard 



Kuwait International Bank (KIB) football team. 

KIB football team completes training for 
’18 Kuwait Banking Club Football League 


CHITTAGONG, Bangladesh, Jan 31, (AFP): 
Scoreboard at stumps on the opening day of 
the first Test between Bangladesh and Sri 


Lanka in Chittagong on Wednesday: 
BANGLADESH first innings 

Tamim Iqbal b D. Perera.52 

Imrul Kayes Ibw b Sandakan .40 

Mominul Haque not out.175 

Mushfiqur Rahim c Dickwella b Lakmal ..92 

Liton Das b Lakmal .0 

Mahmudullah not out.9 

Extras (nb 4, w2) 6 
Total (four wickets; 90 overs) 

374 


To bat: Mosaddek Hossain, Mehedi 
Hasan, Taijul Islam, Sunzamul Islam, 


DUBAI, Jan 31, (RTRS): The International 
Cricket Council (ICC) is investigating a private 
Twenty20 league in the United Arab Emirates, 
the sport’s global governing body has said, 
after footage of some farcical dismissals went 
viral on social media. 

A match in the Ajman All Stars League, 
which is not sanctioned by the Emirates Cricket 
Board (ECB), saw several batsmen appear to 
throw their wickets in bizarre fashion, by run¬ 
ning themselves out or getting stumped without 


CRICKET 


trying to return to the crease, even when the 
wicketkeeper fumbled. 

“There is currently an ICC Anti-Corruption 
Unit (ACU) investigation underway in relation 
to the Ajman All Stars League held recently in 
Ajman, UAE,” ACU general manager Alex 
Marshall said in a statement. 

“The ICC Anti-Corruption Unit works to uphold 


Mustafizur Rahman 

Fall of wickets: 1-72 (Tamim), 2-120 
(Kayes), 3-356 (Mushfiqur), 4-356 (Liton) 
Bowling: Lakmal 17-3-43-2 (nb2), Kumara 
12-1-64-0 (wl), D. Perera 24-4-98-1 (nb2), 
Herath 20-1-100-0, Sandakan 13-1-58-1 
(wl), Dhananjaya 4-0-11 -0 

Sri Lanka: D. Karunaratne, D. de Silva, K. 
Mendis, D. Chandimal, N. Dickwella, R. 
Silva, D. Perera, R. Herath, S. Lakmal, L. 
Sandakan, L. Kumara. 

Toss: Bangladesh 

Umpires: Rod Tucker (AUS), Marais 
Erasmus (SA) 

TV Umpire: Joel Wilson (Wl) 

Match Referee: David Boon (AUS) 


integrity in cricket and in keeping with that role, we 
are talking to players and officials and will not make 
any further comment at this time.” 

The Ajman Cricket Council (ACC) has sus¬ 
pended all matches at the Ajman Oval. 

“... we found the 
Ajman Oval breaching 
the code more than 
once and hence we 
have suspended their 
affiliation,” ACC sec¬ 
retary general Shaji U1 
Mulk told 

ESPNcricinfo. 

“We have a zero tol¬ 
erance policy towards 
corruption and are 
cooperating with the 
ICC in their ongoing 

investigation.” 

□ □ □ 

Former Pakistan opener Khalid Latif 
Wednesday lost an appeal against a five-year 


Mominul when stumps were drawn at the 
start of the two-match series. 

Opener Tamim Iqbal gave the hosts a 
strong start with his brisk 52 and said it was 
“a fantastic day” for Bangladesh. 

“We were very positive and attacking 
from ball one. It was nice to see.” 

Suranga Lakmal struck with the second 
new ball to claim two wickets off succes¬ 
sive deliveries and give Sri Lanka some 
respite late into the final session. 

Lakmal, who returned figures of 2-43, 
forced Mushfiqur to edge behind the stumps 
after he had struck 10 fours in his relatively 
sedate innings. 

The medium-pacer bowled Liton Das for 
a duck with the next ball, which swung late 
to uproot the off-stump after the batsman 
had attempted to leave the delivery. 

But Mominul was dominant at the other 
end, hitting 16 fours and a six off veteran 
spinner Rangana Herath during his stay, 
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which has lasted 203 balls so far. 

The 26-year-old posted his fifth Test cen¬ 
tury and his first in more than three years 
off just 96 balls, with back-to-back fours off 
left-arm wrist spinner Lakshan Sandakan. 

He then hit Herath for his only six to 
reach 160 and bring up his 2,000 Test runs 
in his 47th innings. 

Mominul was the fastest Bangladeshi to 
achieve the feat, overtaking Tamim’s record 
of 53 innings. 

Sri Lankan batting coach Thilan 
Samaraweera was full of praise for 
Mominul, who is nicknamed Mini. 

“We should have bowled better than that. 
It is 40 runs too many for our part...” he 
said. 

Mominul’s masterful display at his 
favourite ground came after Bangladesh 
had lost both openers, Tamim and Imrul 
Kayes, in the morning session. 

Tamim made 52 off 53 balls, sharing a 
72-run opening stand with Kayes (40), until 
off-spinner Dilruwan Perera bowled him 
with a beautiful delivery that pitched out¬ 
side off-stump and spun sharply. 

Tamim struck six fours, and a sweetly 
timed six off Perera over long-on, in his 
25th Test fifty. 

Sandakan trapped Kayes leg-before on 
the stroke of lunch, ending the left-hander’s 
75-ball stay. 


ban for spot-fixing but had his one million 
rupee ($10,000) fine waived, the country’s 
cricket body said. 

Adjudicator Justice Faqir Khokhar upheld 
the ban, saying there was “overwhelming” evi¬ 
dence against Latif, but waived the fine as his 
career was almost over, Pakistan Cricket Board 
lawyer Taffazul Rizvi told reporters in Lahore. 

Latif, who had shown tremendous early 
promise as a cricketer but failed to make an 
impact at international level, played five one- 
day internationals and 13 T20Is, the last of 
which was against the West Indies in Abu 
Dhabi in September 2016. 

The scandal surfaced during the second edi¬ 
tion of the Pakistan Super League in February 
last year when Latif was playing for Islamabad 
United. Latif, 32, was charged with orchestrat¬ 
ing a deal with a bookie that would see his 
fellow opener Sharjeel Khan deliberately play¬ 
ing two dot balls — deliveries off which no run 
is scored — in the opening match against 
Peshawar Zalmi in Dubai. 


KUWAIT CITY, Jan 31: Within the frame¬ 
work of its social responsibility program 
aimed at supporting sports activities and 
youth, the Kuwait International Bank (KIB) 
football team recently completed its training 
for this year’s annual Kuwait Banking Club 
Football League. 

On this occasion, Corporate Communications 
Officer at KIB, Ahmed Alenzi, said: “In prepa¬ 
ration for this season’s tournament, our very 
own KIB team has completed yet another 
intensive training session. Now ready for a new 
season, the KIB football team hosts a number 
of highly-skilled, physically fit players that is 


NEW YORK, Jan 31, (Agencies): Brian 
Orser, figure skating coach extraordinaire, 
took a break from his first class: adults 
ranging from middle age into their 80s. 

“Actually, it’s my favorite thing I do,” 
the two-time Olympic silver medalist says 
with a laugh. 

Orser will be taking a lengthy break 
from teaching those folks in Toronto. He 
has some business to attend to in South 
Korea: the Pyeongchang Games, where 
he’ll have three gold medal threats in his 
charge. 

His resume as a 
coach is as ster¬ 
ling as it was as a 
competitor in the 
1980s. Eight 
years ago, in 
Vancouver, he 
guided Yuna Kim 
to the women’s 
title. The image of 
Orser behind the 
end boards, twist- Orser 

ing and turning to 

Kim’s every move, is as indelible as the 
South Korean’s own brilliant performanc¬ 
es. 

Then, at the 2014 Sochi Olympics, he 
worked with Japan’s Yuzuru Hanyu, who 
like Kim won his country’s first gold 
medal in his discipline. Hanyu will be 
back again, though he has been battling a 
serious ankle injury. 

Orser could help another skater break 
through at the games: Spain’s Javier 
Fernandez, a six-time European champion 
and two-time world winner whose country 
never has medaled in figure skating. 

And just to make sure he stays busy, 
Orser also will work with Canadian champ 
Gabrielle Daleman. 

How does he manage it? 

“I think the secret is we have to treat 
everybody as individuals,” Orser says. 
“Different personalities and different cul¬ 
tures. We do have a plan for everybody on 
paper and we try to follow that best as we 
can. 

“They walk into the rink and there is an 
energy we have to gauge, and then based 
on the plan, maybe get the energy level up. 
Sometimes we can’t ... we’re not doing it 
cookie-cutter style.” 

□ □ □ 

Erik Guay, a three-time Olympian and 
Canada’s most successful alpine skier, will 
miss the Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang 


sure to land us amongst this season’s winners.” 

Alenzi added that the KIB team enjoys the 
management’s ongoing support in participating 
in this thrilling tournament. In turn, their 
encouragement will play a crucial role in boost¬ 
ing the team’s morale, undoubtedly impacting 
their performance and leading them to victory. 

At the end, Alezni pointed out that, as part 
of its leading social responsibility program, 
KIB remains dedicated towards supporting 
youth and sports-focused activities and initia¬ 
tives. By doing so, the Bank aims at promoting 
increased involvement in sports and healthy 
lifestyles. 


due to continuing back pain, Alpine 
Canada said on Wednesday. 

Guay, the reigning super-G world 
champion, has been battling back pain the 
entire World Cup season and ruled himself 
out just two days after being selected for 
the Canadian Olympic team. 

“It was an incredibly difficult decision 
to stay home from the Olympics,” Guay 
said in a statement. “Despite everything 
we did, I do not feel I can attend the 
Games and be at a competitive perfor¬ 
mance level that I would proud represent¬ 
ing Canada with. 

□ □ □ 

A snow volleyball exhibition is planned 
for Pyeongchang to help the sport’s inter¬ 
national governing body make the case for 
it to be added to the Olympics. 

If successful, volleyball would be the 
first sport to be on the program at both the 
Winter and Summer Games. 

Snow volleyball is similar to the beach 
discipline, with two-person teams. With 
many of the tournaments hosted by ski 
resorts as a diversion for their guests, it 
also borrows the party atmosphere of the 
sandy side of the sport. 

□ □ □ 

Travis Tygart, chief executive of the 
US Anti-Doping Agency (USADA), says 
there is a simple workaround to a potential 
integrity issue with new doping sample 
collection bottles and that no changes are 
needed for next month’s Winter Olympics. 

The World Anti-Doping Agency 
(WADA) said on Sunday the new genera¬ 
tion bottles, introduced after the 2014 
Sochi Olympics doping scandal, were 
being looked at after the accredited labora¬ 
tory in Cologne said it had discovered they 
might potentially be susceptible to manual 
opening “upon freezing”. 

□ □ □ 

The International Olympic Committee 
says it has mistakenly invited a banned 
Russian athlete to the Pyeongchang Games 
as a coach. 

The IOC says it has canceled the invita¬ 
tion for Sergei Chudinov, who was 
banned from the Olympics for life in 
November when the IOC’s disciplinary 
commission ruled he was part of a Russian 
doping scheme at the 2014 Sochi Games. 

Chudinov was fifth in the men’s skele¬ 
ton in Sochi and later became a coach for 
the Russian national skeleton team. 


Latif’s appeal against spot-fixing ban rejected 

ICC probes UAE league after farcical dismissals go viral 



Latif 



Guay out of Games with back pain 

Orser has 3 potential gold 
medalists for Pyeongchang 
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Russia to create competition for banned athletes 


President Vladimir Putin has ordered the govern¬ 
ment to organise a sports competition for Rus¬ 
sian athletes banned from the upcoming Winter 
Games in Pyeongchang over a doping scandal, 
his spokesman said Wednesday. 

Putin “reminded the cabinet of the 
decision to organise a competition 
for those of our athletes who had 
not been allowed to take part in the 
Olympic Games,” Russian news agen¬ 
cies quoted Putin’s spokesman Dmitry 
Peskov as saying. ^ 

He added that winning athletes 

► 


f 



11 


would receive compensation equal to what Mos¬ 
cow normally awards Olympic medallists. 

The International Olympic Committee 
banned Russia from next month’s event in 
South Korea after a report on a vast 
Moscow-backed doping scheme in 
previous Games. 

Olympic officials have cleared 
169 Russian athletes for compe¬ 
tition in Pyeongchang. 

They will compete under a 
neutral flag as “Olympic Athletes 
from Russia.” (AFP) 





This photo taken on Jan 
30, 2018 shows snow fall¬ 
ing as the Olympic Rings 
are illuminated at night in 
Pyeongchang ahead of the 
Winter Olympic Games. The 
2018 Winter Olympic Games 
in South Korea will take place 
from Feb 9 to 25. (AFP) 




Pyeongchang 2018 




Virtue and Moir one of the favorites to win gold 


All eyes on Team Canada in figure skating at Olympics 



In this Jan 13, 2018 file photo, Tessa Virtue (front), and Scott Moir perform 
their free dance routine in the ice dancing competition at the Canadian Fig¬ 
ure Skating Championships in Vancouver, British Columbia. (AP) 


TORONTO, Jan 31, (AP): The figure 
skating contingent from Canada, at 17 
strong the largest of any nation, intends 
to lead its country into the Winter Olym¬ 
pics next week in ways both literal and 
figurative. 

The literal: Two-time ice dance medal¬ 
ists Tessa Virtue and Scott Moir, one of 
the favorites to win gold, will carry the 
maple leaf flag into Pyeongchang Olym¬ 
pic Stadium for the opening ceremony. 

The figurative: With three ice dance 
couples, three pairs, three women and 
two men, the Canadians are podium 
threats in all four disciplines, not to men¬ 
tion heavy favorites in the team event. 

“I’m so impressed by the depth of 
this team,” said Isabelle Charest, the 
Canadian chef de mission and a three¬ 
time Olympic medalist in speed skating. 
“There are so many strong contenders 
and we have tremendous hope for them 
heading into the games.” 

The hope is grounded in some accom¬ 
plished resumes. 

Virtue and Moir, the reigning world 
champions, are a good place to start. 


The eight-time national champions were 
unbeaten all of last season and have put 
up huge marks to their Rolling Stones- 
inspired short program and their equally 
mesmerizing free dance set to music 
from “Moulin Rouge!” 

They’ll be joined in the ice dance com¬ 
petition by the teams of Piper Gilles-Paul 
Poirier and Kaitlyn Weaver-Andrew 
Poje, the latter two-time world champi¬ 
onship medalists. 

“We’ve grown up together,” Moir 
said, “and it’s going to be a special mo¬ 
ment to take the ice with them and go for 
gold. We’re looking forward to embrac¬ 
ing the Olympic spirit.” 

Two-time world champions Meagan 
Duhamel and Eric Radford, who took sil¬ 
ver at last year’s Four Continents on the 
same Olympic ice, give the Canadians a 
medal contender in the pairs event. The 
teams of Julianne Sequin-Charlie Bilode¬ 
au and Kirsten Moore-Towers-Michael 
Marino also will compete. 

While all eyes in the women’s event 
will be on Russian stars Evgenia Med¬ 
vedeva and Alina Zagitova, Canadians 


Kaetlyn Osmond and Gabrielle Daleman 
are nearly as formidable. They finished 
second and third behind Medvedeva at 


last year’s worlds in Finland. 

And rising star Larkyn Austman will 
have her first Olympic experience. 


“In 2014, Canada didn’t have any 
medal contenders at the Olympics,” Os¬ 
mond said, “and you almost forget that 
Gabby and I finished second and third (at 
worlds) last year. “It’s exciting that we’re 
able to send three women to the Olym¬ 
pics, especially because we haven’t done 
it in many years.” 

Olympic silver medalist Patrick Chan, 
a three-time world champion and two- 
time Grand Prix final champ, will be 
joined by Keegan Messing in a wide- 
open men’s event. 

“I feel really good about my confi¬ 
dence for the whole team,” Chan said. 
“After seeing how my teammates have 
done during the Grand Prix season, talk¬ 
ing to Eric and Scott, it’s been great. We 
have really great team energy.” 

Figure skating historically has been an 
individual sport, even with the inclusion 
of a team event at the 2014 Sochi Olym¬ 
pics — where the Canadians finished sec¬ 
ond to Russia. But there is a strong sense 
of camaraderie within Team Canada, a 
close-knit feeling where everyone roots 
for everyone else. 


Even if they happen to be skating 
against them. 

Perhaps their nation’s somewhat puz¬ 
zling Olympic pedigree plays into it. 
Canada has won 25 medals in figure skat¬ 
ing, one behind Russia for second most 
(the US has 49). But only four of those 
have been gold, including the pairs medal 
that Jamie Sale and David Pelletier were 
forced to share with the Russian team af¬ 
ter a scoring controversy at the 2002 Salt 
Lake City Olympics. 

Virtue and Moir have two of Canada’s 
three ice dance medals, Barbara Ann 
Scott won its only ladies gold at the 1948 
St Moritz Games and the men have won 
five silver and four bronze but no gold. 

Chan was the latest, finishing behind 
Japan’s Yuzum Hanyu in Sochi. 

This could be Canada’s big chance, 
though. Its sizeable stable, deep experi¬ 
ence and the fact that it has contenders in 
every event could make “O Canada!” the 
soundtrack of the Olympics. 

It could also make its flag quite popu¬ 
lar — especially after Virtue and Moir 
carry it for the opening ceremony. 


Hirscher suffers surprise defeat, 
* int ? r 0 lym e ics ' challenge ’ Zenhaeusern wins in Stockholm 


Medals are rarer than snowflakes 

Malaysia, Singapore take up 


KUALA LUMPUR, Jan 31, (AFP): 
In tropical Malaysia and Singapore, 
Winter Olympics medals are rarer than 
snowflakes — but a dedicated group 
of athletes are hoping to change that 
as they make their countries’ debut 
Games appearances. 

A Singaporean speed skater, as well 
as a figure skater and skier from Ma¬ 
laysia will compete in the Games, a 
huge achievement for countries better 
known for palm-fringed beaches and 
year-round heat than winter sports. 

It is the latest sign of an unlikely, 
yet growing, interest in ice and snow 
sports in a winterless, steamy region, 
where temperatures rarely drop below 
20 degrees Celsius (68 Fahrenheit) in 
most places. 

A major milestone for winter sports 
in the region came last year when they 
featured for the first time at the South¬ 
east Asian Games in Malaysia, with ice 
hockey, figure skating and speed skat¬ 
ing making their debuts. 

But it was not without problems — 
puddles formed on the hockey rink 
during matches, slowing down the 
puck and forcing marshalls with squee¬ 
gees to dash onto the ice to mop up the 
water. 

Figure skater Julian Yee, who will 
represent Malaysia at next month’s 
Games, is typical of athletes from the 
region who have had to overcome a 
lack of facilities, limited official sup¬ 
port and public scepticism to pursue 
their dreams. 

When growing up, the only places 
he could find to practise were a hand¬ 
ful of small, crowded rinks in the shop¬ 
ping malls scattered around the capital 
Kuala Lumpur. 

Figure skating on the tiny rinks was 
“like trying to get an A380 (world’s 
biggest airliner) to land on a very small 
runway”, the 20-year-old told AFP. 

But he persevered and began train¬ 
ing in the morning and evening when 
the rinks were less crowded. 

“I skated two times a day, six days 
— sometimes six-and-a-half days — a 
week,” he said. 

There were no official programmes 
or funding for figure skating so Yee’s 
parents had to spend huge amounts of 
their own money on his training. 

They also sent him to train abroad 
during school holidays, in China and 
South Korea. 

“People said: ‘Are you mad? You’re 
sacrificing all this money,”’ his mother 
Irene Cheow told AFP. “We’re looked 
at differently now.” 

Yee’s efforts paid off and he won 
gold at last year’s Southeast Asian 
Games, and came eighth in the 2017 




Norway’s Haver-Loeseth beats Holdener in final 


shows Singapore speed skater 
Cheyenne Goh skating during a 
training session at an ice rink in 
Singapore. (AFP) 

Asian Winter Games. His crown¬ 
ing glory was qualification for Pyeo¬ 
ngchang, alongside Malaysian skier 
Jeffrey Webb. 

Speed skater Cheyenne Goh has 
faced similar challenges in neighbour¬ 
ing Singapore, where even a modest 
cold snap can set the population shiv¬ 
ering. 

This month a freak monsoon surge 
sent the mercury plummeting to almost 
21 degrees Celsius (70 fahrenheit) — 
chilly by Singapore standards — send¬ 
ing people rushing to the shops to buy 
scarves and winter jackets. 

But unlike her compatriots, Goh got 
a taste for a cold climate after moving 
to Canada aged four, where she devel¬ 
oped a love of winter sports. 

The 18-year-old initially took up 
ice hockey, a staple of Canadian life, 
before discovering short-track speed 
skating while watching the 2010 Van¬ 
couver Winter Olympics. 

As well as qualifying for the Olym¬ 
pics, she has represented Singapore 
at the Asian Winter Games and won 
two silver medals and a bronze at last 
year’s SEA Games. 

Goh, who is taking a year off after 
high school and splits her time between 
Singapore and Canada, insisted her 
success was not unusual. 

“It’s not all that strange that I’m 
representing a country with no winter 
to speak of at a winter sport,” she told 
AFP after a recent training session in 
the city-state. 

She is modest about her chances of 
matching the success of swimmer Jo¬ 
seph Schooling, who won Singapore’s 
first Olympic gold medal in Rio in 
2016. 


STOCKHOLM, Jan 31, 
(AFP): Marcel Hirscher 
was made to wait for the 
slalom World Cup crystal 
globe on Tuesday, as Swit¬ 
zerland’s Ramon Zenhaeu¬ 
sern claimed a shock vic¬ 
tory in the parallel slalom 
event at Stockholm. 

Austrian Hirscher knew that a 
win could secure the slalom title, 
but the six-time defending overall 
champion was dumped out in the 

SKIING 

quarter-finals by Italian Luca Aemi. 

Zenhaeusern beat home favourite 
Andre Myhrer in the final to ensure 
that his maiden World Cup podium 
finish would also be his first victory 
on the circuit. 

The competiton at the artificial Ham- 
marbybacken track was the final men’s 
event before the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics, where Hirscher will be bid¬ 
ding to win a first Olympic gold medal. 

The 28-year-old had become the sec¬ 
ond most successful men’s skier of all- 
time on Sunday, when he claimed his 
55th World Cup win at a giant slalom in 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen. 

German Linus Strasser, last year’s 
winner in the Swedish capital, com¬ 
pleted the podium by seeing off Aemi 
in the race for third. 

Runaway World Cup leader Mikaela 
Shiffrin skipped the women’s races, 
which culminated in Norway’s Nina 
Haver-Loeseth beating Wendy Hold¬ 
ener in the final. 

Despite her absence, Shiffrin could 
have wrapped up the slalom discipline ti¬ 
tle had Slovakia’s Petra Vlhova failed to 
reach the quarter-finals, but Vlhova out¬ 
paced Frida Hansdotter to finish third. 

Shiffrin still leads Vlhova by 175 
points in the slalom standings with only 
two races remaining, and the American 
is 671 points clear of Swiss Holdener 
overall. The women are back in action 
before the Olympics, with two downhill 
races in Garmisch-Partenkirchen this 
weekend. 

Results 

1. Henrik Kristoffersen (NOR) 1:48.49 
(55.87 + 52.62); 2. Marcel Hirscher 



Ramon Zenhaeusern of Switzerland competes during the FIS Ski World Cup parallel slalom city event in Stock¬ 
holm, Sweden on Jan 30, 2018. (AFP) 


(AUT) 1:49.46 (56.92 + 52.54); 3. Dan¬ 
iel Yule (SUI) 1:49.84 (57.10 + 52.74); 
4. Victor Muffat Jeandet (FRA) 1:50.65 
(57.95 + 52.70); 5. Manuel Feller (AUT) 
1:50.71 (57.97 + 52.74); 6. Ramon 
Zenhaeusern (SUI) 1:50.83 (57.65 + 
53.18); 7. Jonathan Nordbotten (NOR) 
1:51.04 (58.36 + 52.68); 8. Clement 
Noel (FRA) 1:51.12 (58.34 + 52.78); 9. 
Manfred Molgg (ITA) 1:51.28 (58.22 + 
53.06); 10. David Ryding (GBR) 1:51.28 
(58.76 + 52.52); 11. Stefano Gross 
(ITA) 1:51.40 (57.57 + 53.83); 12. Leif 
Kristian Haugen (NOR) 1:51.51 (57.56 
+ 53.95); 13. Jean-Baptiste Grange 
(FRA) 1:51.53 (57.82 + 53.71); 14. Ju- 
lien Lizeroux (FRA) 1:51.59 (58.02 + 
53.57); 15. David Chodounsky (USA) 
1:51.62 (58.24 + 53.38); 16. Mattias 
Hargin (SWE) 1:51.73 (58.05 + 53.68); 
17. Marco Schwarz (AUT) 1:51.73 
(57.87 + 53.86); 18. Fritz Dopfer (GER) 
1:51.91 (58.94 + 52.97); 19. Marc Digru- 
ber (AUT) 1:52.13 (58.12 + 54.01); 20. 
Matej Vidovic (CRO) 1:52.81 (58.98 + 
53.83); 21. Adam Zampa (SVK) 1:53.29 
(59.10 + 54.19); 22. Tommaso Sala 
(ITA) 1:53.65 (59.08 + 54.57). 

DNF: Michael Matt (AUT), Andre 
Myhrer (SWE), Luca Aerni (SUI), Se¬ 
bastian Foss-Solovaag (NOR), Chris¬ 
tian Hirschbuehl (AUT), Marc Rocaht 
(SUI), David Ketterer (GER), Dominik 
Raschner (AUT) 


National pride 

Ice hockey sisters ‘face off 
for rival nations at Olympics 


Self-proclaimed beach lover struggled in snow 

Tongan pin-up makes ‘crazy 9 Oly return 


SEOUL, Jan 31, (AFP): They were 
bom thousands of kilometres apart but 
grew up together, skated together, and 
went to school together. When they take 
to the ice at the Pyeongchang Winter 
Olympics, though, the Brandt sisters 
will once again represent different 
countries. 

Marissa was given up for adoption 
soon after her birth in South Korea, one 
of hundreds of thousands of children 
who found new families overseas as the 
country — once known as the world’s 
top baby exporter — underwent rapid 
industrialisation. 

Aged just four months, Greg and 
Robin Brandt took her home to the fro¬ 
zen lakes of Minnesota. 

Months later Robin gave birth to her 
sister Hannah. 

Typically for their state, the girls 
grew up skating regularly, and now 
both have won national ice hockey team 


This file photo taken on Aug 5, 
2016 shows Tonga’s flagbearer 
Pita Taufatofua leading his delega¬ 
tion during the opening ceremony 
of the Rio 2016 Olympic Games 
at the Maracana Stadium in Rio de 
Janeiro. (AFP) 


WELLINGTON, Jan 31, (AFP): Pita 
Taufatofua captured global attention 
as Tonga’s oiled and topless flagbearer 
at the Rio Olympics, but he says things 
didn’t get really weird until he decided 
to qualify for the Winter Games in Pyeo¬ 
ngchang. 

The 34-year-old found himself strap¬ 
ping planks of wood to his feet to recre¬ 
ate the rigours of cross-country skiing in 
sweltering Australian heat. 

He embarked on mad dashes through 
blizzards and across icy roads to reach 
qualification races on the ski-fields of 
Europe. 

Pre-dawn training sessions became the 
norm as Taufatofua - a self-proclaimed 
beach lover - stmggled in the snow, a 
substance he had seen only once before. 

“It was all just so new to me. I had no 
idea there was wet snow, dry snow, cold 
snow, hot snow,” he told AFP. 

“And you need specialised skis for 


each of them. I had one pair and here 
I was giving myself less than a year to 
qualify for the Winter Olympics.” 

He admitted the bid to become a dual 
Olympian at times seemed “crazy”. 

Taufatofua, Brisbane-bom but fiercely 
proud of his Tongan heritage, was deter¬ 
mined to reach Pyeongchang after his 
Summer Games experience in Rio in 
2016. 

He travelled to Brazil as a taekwondo 
fighter, losing in the first round but not 
before making his mark at the opening 
ceremony. 

Bare-chested, torso dripping with oil 
and wearing only a traditional ta’ovala 
mat round his waist, Taufatofua became 
an online sensation as he enthusiasti¬ 
cally waved the flag of his tiny Pacific 
nation. 

Within hours, he racked up 45 million 
mentions on Twitter and the normally 
staid Wall Street Journal hailed “perhaps 


the grandest entrance by any flag bearer 
in recent history”. 

Appearances on US talk shows fol¬ 
lowed but Taufatofua said he was already 
looking for his next challenge. 

There was much skepticism when he 
announced his Winter Games bid. 

A Norwegian Olympic champion 
said: “I think he looks better covered in 
oil than with skis on his feet”. 

But Taufatofua said athletes from what 
he terms “summer countries”, including 
Mexico, Portugal and Colombia, rallied 
to support their fellow outsider. 

“We would pool resources,” he said. 
“We’d share skis and tips on technique. 
We’d sleep in a hostel with three beds to¬ 
gether and just eat pasta and tuna because 
that was all we could afford. 

“We drove through blizzards for eight 
hours in Iceland trying to avoid ava¬ 
lanches and raced across Armenia and 
Georgia. 



This handout photo posted in Oc¬ 
tober 2017 on Instagram and re¬ 
leased to AFP on Jan 31, 2018 
courtesy of the Brandt family shows 
ice hockey players Marissa Brandt 
(left), who will play for South Ko¬ 
rea in the coming Winter Olympic 
Games in Pyeongchang, and her 
sister Hannah Brandt (right), who 
will play for the USA team, posing 
at Florida Hospital Center Ice in 
Wesley Chapel, Florida. (AFP) 


places. 

But while forward Hannah will play 
for the US at next month’s Games, 
Seoul restored Marissa’s South Korean 
citizenship as it sought recruits to bol¬ 
ster its side, and she will represent the 
country of her birth. 

It is a family story that blends is¬ 
sues of identity, ethnicity and adoption 
against a backdrop of sporting rivalry. 

As a young Asian girl growing up in 
an American family, Marissa sought to 
ignore the colour of her skin, and sought 
to emulate blonde, pale Hannah. 

“I just wanted to fit in and not look 
different from my sister,” Marissa told 
AFP. 

Sport was one of the ways she did 
so, switching from figure skating to 
ice hockey to follow in Hannah’s blade 
tracks. 

“We were always best friends and did 
everything together,” said Hannah, 24. 

They played on the same teams — 
Marissa is a defender — until they went 
to different colleges. 

And their trajectories moved even 
further apart when the Korea Ice Hock¬ 
ey Association started scouring through 
colleges across North America, looking 
for ethnic Korean players as it scram¬ 
bled to create a team good enough to 
avoid humiliation when it hosts the 
Olympics. 

South Korea has only 319 registered 
female hockey players of its own, ac¬ 
cording to an International Ice Hockey 
Federation survey last year. 

Marissa was identified as a likely 
prospect, and invited to try out for the 
side in 2015. 

It was the first time she had returned 
to her birth country since her adoption, 
after years of distancing herself from its 
culture and language. 

“I was excited and curious but also 
nervous and didn’t know what to ex¬ 
pect,” she said. 

Sailing into the squad, she received 
a South Korean passport the follow¬ 
ing year, and her jersey is emblazoned 
“Park Yoon-Jung”, the name on her US 
adoption papers. 
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SPORTS 


Argentina coach wants Messi fresh for WC 


Locust swarms pose threat to World Cup pitches 


MOSCOW, Jan 31, (Agencies): Swarms of locusts pose a 
threat to Russia’s soccer World Cup as they could attack sta¬ 
dium pitches and cause a “global scandal”, an Agriculture 
Ministry official said on Wednesday. 

President Vladimir Putin is hoping to use the the World 
Cup from June 14 to July 15 to showcase his country as a 
superpower at a time of frayed relations with the West over 
Syria and Ukraine. 

Matches will be played in 12 stadiums in 11 cities. Pyotr 
Chekmarev, head of the agriculture ministry’s crop farming 
department, said the pitches could be targeted by locusts dur¬ 
ing the summer months. 

“One way or another, we have learnt how to deal with lo¬ 
custs, but how do we not fall into a global scandal with lo¬ 
custs this year?” he said at an agricultural event in Moscow. 

“The whole world is coming here. Football fields are green. 
Locusts love it where there is lots of green. How would they 
not come to the place where football is being played?” 

Chekmarev said around a million hectares of land in 
southern Russia was infested with locusts, including around 
the World Cup host city of Volgograd. 

□ □ □ 


Argentina coach Jorge Sampaoli said Tuesday he expects 
captain and star striker Lionel Messi to arrive at the World 
Cup in peak form after he battled fatigue at the 2014 tourna¬ 
ment. 

“We’ve spoken with Leo about what’s happening and that 
he doesn’t find himself in the same situation four years ago 
when he arrived exhausted at the World Cup (in Brazil),” 
Sampaoli said at a news conference. 

SOCCER 


The former Chile and Sevilla coach added the goal was to 
ensure that Messi “makes the most of his rest periods to ar¬ 
rive (in Russia) at the top of his physical and mental form”. 

Messi scored four goals as Argentina reached the final in 
Brazil, but he cut a peripheral figure in the latter stages as his 
side finished runners-up to Germany following a 1-0 defeat 
after extra time. 

Argentina last won the World Cup in 1986 with Diego 
Maradona inspiring the country to a second title. In Russia, 
they will face Iceland, Croatia and Nigeria in Group D. 

□ □ □ 


Former Italy coach Azeglio Vicini, in charge of the team 
at the 1990 World Cup, has died at the age of 84, the Italian 
Football Federation (FIGC) said on Wednesday. 

Vicini coached Italy from 1986 to 1991 and led them to 
the semifinals at the 1988 European championship and the 
World Cup which they hosted two years later. 

Italy’s bid to win the title on home soil ended when 
they were beaten on penalties by a Diego Maradona- 
inspired Argentina following a 1-1 draw in a dramatic 
semifinal. They went on to beat England 2-1 in the 
third-place match. 

“It was a national team which played with heart, passion 
and entertained the Italians,” said the FIGC. 

He stepped down in 1991 after Italy surprisingly failed to 
qualify for Euro 1992 after finishing below the Soviet Union 
in their group. 

Vicini coached Italian national teams at youth level for 
eleven years before taking charge of the senior side and 
only coached three club sides — Brescia, Cesena and 
Udinese. 

His playing career took him to Vicenza, Sampdoria and, 
finally, Brescia. 


The FIGC said that a minute’s silence would be held be¬ 
fore Coppa Italia match between AC Milan and Lazio and 
the weekend’s Serie A games. 

□ □ □ 

Humiliated former Italy coach Gian Piero Ventura, 
sacked after the four-time World Cup winners failed to reach 
the 2018 tournament in Russia, has revealed he wants to re¬ 
turn coaching. 

“I’ve just returned from something that was bigger than 
me and I paid violently,” Ventura, whose qualifying fiasco 
saw Italy miss a first World Cup since 1958, was quoted as 
saying in La Repubblica newspaper. 

“My father taught me never to give up and three months 
can not cancel thirty-five years,” he continued. “I have a 
fierce desire to start again for a simple reason, I need to give 
answers now and I want to give them.” 

Ventura took over the national team when Antonio Conte 
left to coach Chelsea in 2016. 

The 70-year-old had never managed a major club, having 
previously coached Udinese, Cagliari, Napoli, Messina, 
Verona, Pisa, Bari and Torino. 



Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi (right), vies with Alaves’ Spanish midfielder Alvaro Medran during 
the Spanish League football match between FC Barcelona and Deportivo Alaves at the Camp Nou Stadium in 

Barcelona on Jan 28, 2018. (AFP) 


Best of the Rest 


Soccer Roundup 


Ozil becomes highest paid Arsenal player 

Al Ain secure spot in ACL group phase 


Kvitova wins, Garcia out: Petra 

Kvitova advanced to the second 
round of the St. Petersburg Ladies 
Trophy on Wednesday, and 
Caroline Garcia was eliminated. 

Kvitova, playing as a wild-card 
entry, beat Elena Vesnina 6-2, 6-0. 
The two-time Wimbledon champi¬ 
on will next 
play Irina- 
C amelia Begu. 

Garcia, 

ranked seventh 
in the world, 
lost to Russian 
qualifier Elena 
Rybakina 4-6, 

7-6 (6), 7-6 (5). 

Rybakina 
will next face 
either Julia 
Goerges or Roberta Vinci in the 
quarter-finals. (AP) 

□ □ □ 

Thibaut Pinot to ride Giro: 

French star Thibaut Pinot con¬ 
firmed on Wednesday that he will 
take part in this year's Giro d'ltalia 
as well as going for glory in the 
Tour de France. 

The 27-year-old climber 
announced his choice as his 
Groupama-FDJ team unveiled their 
line-up for the race in Paris. 

Last year Pinot came fourth on 


his Giro debut, lmin 17sec behind 
race winner Tom Dumoulin of the 
Netherlands. 

He then failed to finish the Tour 
de France, in which he came third 
in 2014. 

"Thibaut will go to the Giro 
d'ltalia to do well and then he will 
go on to the Tour de France in 
good shape," said Marc Madiot, his 
team manager. 

"We think his participation in the 
Giro will set him nicely for the Tour." 

This year's Giro starts in 
Jerusalem on May 4 and is set to 
finish on May 27 in Rome, just 
41 days before the Tour de 
France gets under way. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

Tamanivalu signs for Bordeaux: 

All Black wing Seta Tamanivalu 
has agreed to join Bordeaux-Begles 
on a three-year deal from next sea¬ 
son, the French Top 14 side's presi¬ 
dent said on Wednesday. 

The 25-year-old, who was bom 
in Fiji and has won three caps for 
New Zealand, has spent the last 
two seasons playing for the 
Crusaders, winners of the Super 
Rugby title last year. (AFP) 

□ □ □ 

Formula 1 abolishes 'grid girls': 

Formula One has ended the practice 


of using scantily clad "grid girls" 
before races, the sport's organisers 
Liberty Media said on Wednesday. 

They said the practice of having 
the women milling about in the 
grid area before races was "clearly 
at odds with modern day societal 
norms". 

Darts took a similar decision this 
month, banning the women who 
walk on with the players before 
matches. 

"Over the last year we have 
looked at a number of areas 
which we felt needed updating so 
as to be more in tune with our 
vision for this great sport," said 
Sean Bratches, Managing 
Director, Commercial Operations 
at Formula 1. 

"While the practice of employ¬ 
ing grid girls has been a staple of 
Formula 1 Grands Prix for decades, 
we feel this custom does not reso¬ 
nate with our brand values and 
clearly is at odds with modern day 
societal norms." 

Bratches said the practice was 
not "appropriate or relevant to 
Formula 1 and its fans, old and 
new, across the world." 

The new Formula One season 
begins on March 25 with the 
Australian Grand Prix in 
Melbourne. (AFP) 


HONG KONG, Jan 31, (Agencies): 
Former champions Al Ain of the 
United Arab Emirates have secured 
their place in the group stages of 
the Asian Champions League with 
a 2-0 win over Bahrain's Malkiya. 

Al Ain had goals from Marcus 
Berg and Caio Junior to thank for 
their progress on Tuesday and they 
now take their place in Group D 
alongside Saudi Arabia's Al Hilal, 
Esteghlal of Iran and Al Rayyan 
from Qatar. 

Wesley Sneijder scored for Al 
Gharafa as the Qatari club saw off 
Uzbekistan's Pakhtakor, while Na- 
saf Qarshi, also from Uzbekistan, 
defeated Jordan's Al Faisaly. 

A pair of late goals from Morteza 
Tabrizi ensured Iran's Zob Ahan 
saw off Aizawal from India. 

Tianjin won their first game un¬ 
der new coach Paulo Sousa, with 
Anthony Modeste scoring twice as 
the Chinese Super League side saw 
off Ceres-Negros from the Philip¬ 
pines. 

"It is great inspiration for Chinese 
football because there will be a new 
Chinese team playing in the Asian 
Champions League," said Sousa, 
who took over from Fabio Canna- 
varo at the end of last season. 

"We have the faith to continue 
our journey successfully, to over¬ 
come every opponent and go fur¬ 
ther." 

Shanghai SIPG were made to 
work hard for their 1-0 win over 
Chiangrai United from Thailand. 

Suwon cruised past Vietnam's 
Thanh Hoa with a 5-1 win and 
Kashiwa Reysol defeated Muang- 
thong United from Thailand to ad¬ 
vance to the group phase. 

□ □ □ 

German World Cup winner 
Mesut Ozil gave Arsenal a big 
boost on Wednesday by finally 
agreeing a new contract which will 
see him become the highest paid 
player in the club's history, accord¬ 
ing to the BBC. 

The broadcaster reports that the 
29-year-old playmaker - who has 
been with the Gunners since join¬ 
ing from Real Madrid for a then- 
record club fee of £42.4million 
($60million, 48.2million euros) in 
2013 - signed a three-and-a-half 
year contract and will earn around 
£350,000 a week. 

Speculation over both Ozil and 
Chilean Alexis Sanchez's futures 
have plagued the club for almost a 
year, as both their contracts were up 


at the end of the present campaign. 

However, whilst Sanchez left 
for Manchester United, where he 
has become the highest paid player 
in the Premier League at a pre-tax 
weekly wage of £500,000, Ozil has 
committed himself to Arsenal until 
2021. 

According to the BBC both par¬ 
ties reached an agreement last 
weekend, and Ozil signed the new 
contract at Arsenal's training ground 
on Wednesday. 

□ □ □ 

RB Leipzig's attempt to sign 
16-year-old Portuguese talent 
Umaro Embalo from Benfica col¬ 
lapsed at the last minute because 
the Germans baulked at paying his 
agent, according to media reports on 
Wednesday. 

The teenage winger arrived in 
Leipzig last Sunday to undergo a 
medical and sign a deal, while Ben- 
fica's president had already flown to 
Germany for talks with the Bundes- 
liga club. 

The he deal fell through when 
Leipzig's CEO Oliver Mintzlaff 
reportedly refused to pay a fee to 
Embalo's agent. 

□ □ □ 

Former Liverpool defender Ga¬ 
briel Paletta was reported to be 
eyeing a move to either China or 
Turkey after his contract with AC 
Milan was terminated by mutual 
consent. 

"The decision to rescind the con- 



In this file photo taken on Dec 
22, 2017, Arsenal’s German 
midfielder Mesut Ozil celebrates 
scoring the team’s second goal 
during the English Premier 
League football match against 
Liverpool at the Emirates Sta¬ 
dium in London. (AFP) 


tract with Paletta was agreed by 
mutual consent," Milan club direc¬ 
tor Massimiliano Mirabelli said on 
Twitter. 

"All the best Gabriel, for every¬ 
thing that will come in your career." 

Fenerbahce are the favourites to 
sign the centre-back, who turns 32 
in two weeks, and who joined Mi¬ 
lan from Parma in 2015 on a three- 
year deal which was due to expire 
in June. 

But Turkish clubs Galatasaray 
and Antalyaspor are also interested 
in the player who is also considering 
a move to China. 

□ □ □ 

Jose Mourinho has revealed 
Juan Mata's contract at Manches¬ 
ter United has been extended for 
another year. 

Spain midfielder Mata was in 
the last six months of the deal he 
signed when he joined the club 
from Chelsea in 2014, but United 
had the option of keeping him for 
an extra season and have triggered 
that agreement. 

The 29-year-old is now commit¬ 
ted to United until 2019. 

Asked if the contract had been 
extended, United manager Mour¬ 
inho said: "Yes it was. Last week or 
something like that." 

There was speculation about 
Mata's future when Mourinho took 
charge at United in 2016. 

Mourinho was manager at Chel¬ 
sea when Mata was allowed to leave 
Stamford Bridge four years ago. 

Speculation returned last week 
when United completed the signing 
of Alexis Sanchez from Arsenal, 
with questions arising over where 
Mata would now fit into the team. 

□ □ □ 

Antalyaspor announced Tues¬ 
day they have released former Cam¬ 
eroon international striker Samuel 
Eto'o, who is expected to sign with 
fellow Turkish top-flight club Kon- 
yaspor. 

"Our team separated ways with 
our captain Samuel Eto'o by mutual 
agreement," Antalyaspor, who are 
in the relegation zone in Turkey's 
first division, said in a statement on 
the club's website. 

Eto'o, 36, joined Antalyaspor in 
2015 after a short spell in Italy with 
Sampdoria. 

He will stay in Turkey though, 
with Konyaspor saying Eto'o will 
complete a move to the club, who 
are one place below Antalyaspor, on 
Wednesday. 




» 



Kvitova 



What ever you need! 



Job Opportunity for 


Sales Engineers 


Educational Qualification: 

Mechanical Engineer or Diploma 

Work Experience in Kuwait: 

-1 to 2 years for Selling Machines & Equipment 

-Transferable Visa 

- Candidate should have good computer skills & English 
commuination skills 

- Candidate holding Kuwait's Driving license is preferable 


Interested candidates can send their resume 
to the below mentioned email: 

jobsforsalesengineers@hotmail.com 



REQUIRED 


Plumber 



51115633 


You want to Sell 
your used car? 

i v-/ » • i you Mvf fnt opportunity *0 ftwCi 
more than oU.UuU daily readers 



Please call: 
1838281 Ext.: 175 
or Fax: 24911307 


E-mail: advt@arabtimesonline com 


JOB VACANCY 


We are a global leader In providing temporary 
power generation, temperature control. 

We're leading with confidence, bringing 
advanced technology to the world. 

We are seeking a highly motivated, skilled, and 
dependable 

Sales Representative 

For our Location based in Kuwait 

• Knowledge about Kuwait's Roads and Areas. 

• Valid Kuwaiti Driving License. 

• Valid & Transferable Residency (No. 18) in Kuwait. 

• Age between 25 and 35 years. 

If you are interested, in joining our dynamic team, 
Meeting the above requirements, please submit 
Your resume immediately by email to: 


jobpositions24@yahoo.com 
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Eagles found elixir for offense just in Nick of time 


Typecast Patriots take stage again as Super Bowl villains 



Philadelphia Eagles quarterback Nick Foies warms up before the NFL 
football NFC Championship game against the Minnesota Vikings on Jan 

21, 2018 in Philadelphia. (AP) 


MINNEAPOLIS, Jan 31, (RTRS): 
Every great drama needs a hero and 
a villain and on Sunday the New 
England Patriots will assume their 
role as the National Football 
League’s most hated team when they 
take on the Philadelphia Eagles in 
the Super Bowl. 

For the Patriots it is type-casting. 
On the NFL stage they play no other 
role. Fans criticise them for being just 
too successful in a league designed to 
not have dynasties and can not forgive 
two rule-bending scandals in the last 
decade. 

The Eagles, however, are far from 
angels. Their fans after all once 
booed Santa and pelted him with 
snow balls. 

But such behavior can be over¬ 
looked alongside what has become 
known as the New England Evil 
Empire, a championship machine 
that operates with ultimate efficien¬ 
cy. 

They have reached the Super Bowl 
for the eighth time since 2002, hoisting 
the Vince Lombardi trophy five times, 
including twice in the past three sea¬ 
sons. 

The Patriots, however, have also 


twisted the rules to their advantage — 
including videotaping opposition 
coaches in 2007 and deliberately 
under-inflating balls in a playoff game 
in 2015 — which have left a tarnish on 
their legacy. 

It is a role Patriots owner Robert 
Kraft understands. 

“When I actually bought the Patriots 
there were 23 lawsuits out. I know the 
league was thinking about buying the 
team and everyone was so nice to me 
for those first few years,” Kraft told 


FOOTBALL 


reporters during Super Bowl Opening 
Night on Monday. 

“Once we went to the Super Bowl in 
1996 a lot of the people who were kind 
and gracious, changed. 

“Everyone loves a door mat in this 
league.” 

It is that kind of attitude that result¬ 
ed in a Public Policy Poll released just 
before last year’s Super Bowl that 
showed their quarterback Tom Brady 
and coach Bill Belichick were at the 
top of the most hated list. 


Belichick could take some small 
comfort in that fans disliked NFL 
commissioner Roger Goodell more. 
Brady, however, is a more enig¬ 


matic figure. The poll also found him 
to the NFL’s most popular quarterback 
as well. 

For fans outside of New England, 


however, he is simply too smug, too 
rich and too good. 

In the Super Bowl setting it is hard 
to see what anyone could dislike about 
Brady. 

He arrived at Opening Night, 
smiled, answered questions, was play¬ 
ful and disarming. 

But there is also the win at all costs 
Brady who was suspended four games 
for his part in deflating the balls. 

Belichick, on the other hand, ema¬ 
nates a ‘keep your distance’ vibe and 
appears to endure media conferences 
rather than enjoy them and rarely gives 
anything away. 

Only Kraft is willing to offer a hint 
about the deeper philosophy. 

“I think it’s good (there is a team 
like the Patriots) but there are 31 other 
cities that don’t agree,” said Kraft. “I 
understand everyone wants their team 
to win. 

“I’m just happy we are in our posi¬ 
tion. 

“Every roof has a leak, every heart 
has some sadness, you just work 
through it and you do your best. 

“Someone out there will work hard 
and take us down but I hope it’s not 
this Sunday.” 


Meanwhile, a bye week during the 
opening wild-card round of the NFL 
playoffs has Nick Foies playing the 
most confident football of his career, 
and the Philadelphia Eagles on the 
doorstep of the franchise’s first Super 
Bowl victory. 

During that two-week window, for¬ 
mer NFL quarterback and Eagles head 
coach Doug Pederson determined 
something had to be done to slow the 
game down for Foies. 

He was just three-and-a-half 
games in as the Eagles’ starter by 
default. On Dec 10, MVP candidate 
Carson Wentz suffered a torn ACL 
and LCL at Los Angeles, and the win 
over the Rams put Foies under the 
microscope. 

“It’s still the same aggressive mind¬ 
set,” said Eagles offensive coordinator 
Frank Reich. “That’s the unique thread 
between Carson and Nick. Those guys 
want to throw the ball down the field 
and make the big play.” 

Pederson, mostly a backup quarter¬ 
back during his NFL career, pleaded 
with the Eagles and their followers to 
trust the team would overcome the 
challenge of losing Wentz and keep 
winning games. 



Colts’ Luck regaining strength 


Henrique scores twice, Ducks 


Brady’s throwing hand snap Bruins run with 3 



win 


still not 100 percent OK 



Brady 


NEW YORK, Jan 31, (RTRS): 
Tom Brady was down to one glove 
on Tuesday, but the New England 
Patriots quarterback acknowledged 
that his right hand is “not where I 
want it to be” five days before 
Super Bowl LII. 

Brady required 12 stitches after 
suffering a cut on his throwing 
hand in practice leading up to the 
AFC Championship Game two 
weeks ago. He has been coy about 
the injury 
since, regular¬ 
ly wearing 
gloves on both 
hands, includ¬ 
ing during 
Media Night 
on Monday. 

He arrived 
to Tuesday’s 
press avail¬ 
ability sport¬ 
ing a glove 
only on his 
throwing 

hand — one specifically made for 
Brady by Under Armour that he 
said “has a lot of recovery in it.” 

“It’s getting better,” Brady said 
of the hand. “I’m just trying to take 
care of it.” 

□ □ □ 

About three months after he was 
shut down for the rest of the 2017 
season with recurring pain in his 
throwing shoulder, Indianapolis 
Colts quarterback Andrew Luck 
is “very close” to resuming a 
throwing routine, according to a 
report. 

NFL Network’s Ian Rapoport 
reported that Luck was headed to 
Los Angeles to train with throwing 
mechanics experts Tom House and 
Adam Dedeaux, who have worked 
with high-profile QBs such as 
Brady, Drew Brees, Matt Ryan 
and Eli Manning, among many 
others. 

□ □ □ 

With rumors swirling about a 
possible trade in his future, Chiefs 
quarterback Alex Smith said that 
he wants to remain in Kansas City, 
where he has played the last five 
seasons. 

“I love where I’m at,” Smith 
said on the “Dan Patrick Show” 
when asked where he would play 
in 2018 if it were up to him. “I 
feel like we underachieved. I feel 
like we, offensively last year, did 
some awesome things. But who 
knows?” 

Many expect the Chiefs to trade 
Smith this offseason and install 
2017 first-round pick Patrick 
Mahomes as the new starter. 
Kansas City traded two first-round 
picks and a third-rounder to move 
up 17 spots and grab Mahomes 
10th overall in April. 

□ □ □ 

Washington Redskins quarter¬ 
back and pending free agent Kirk 
Cousins will be looking for a pay¬ 
day this spring, but the opportunity 
to win will also be a major factor in 
his decision-making process. 

“Is money a part of it? Sure. Is it 
the only thing? No,” Cousins said 
Tuesday on “PFT Live.” “It is 
about winning, and that’s what I 
want more than anything, so I’m 
going to be willing to make sacri¬ 
fices or do what has to be done to 
make sure I’m in the best possible 
position to win, and that’s what the 


focus is going to be.” 

Washington used the franchise 
tag on Cousins each of the last two 
offseasons and could do so again, 
although it would come at a hefty 
price tag of $34 million this time 
around. 

□ □ □ 

Jacksonville Jaguars quarter¬ 
back Blake Bortles underwent sur¬ 
gery on his right wrist last week in 
order to address an issue he dealt 
with all of this season, according to 
multiple reports. 

The operation repaired a small 
tear, and a full recovery is expect¬ 
ed. 

Bortles is facing an uncertain 
offseason. Jacksonville previously 
exercised the 25-year-old’s fifth- 
year option worth $19,053,000, but 
it doesn’t become fully guaranteed 
until the third day of the league 
year (March 16). However, the 
option is guaranteed for injury, 
which could put the Jaguars in a 
difficult spot if they want to move 
on from Bortles but he is unable to 
pass a physical by mid-March. 

□ □ □ 

Eagles left tackle Jason Peters 
will return for a 15th NFL season, 
whether in Philadelphia or some¬ 
where else. 

“They hadn’t asked me, but I’m 
going to be back,” Peters told the 
Philadelphia Inquirer on Monday 
when asked if he has had any con¬ 
versations with Eagles brass about 
his future. “Step out on a limb, if 
they don’t want me, I’m still 
(going) somewhere.” 

The 36-year-old tore the anterior 
cruciate ligament and medial col¬ 
lateral ligament in his right knee in 
October, ending his season with the 
latest in a number of injuries over 
his 14-year career. 

□ □ □ 

Carolina Panthers center Ryan 
Kalil told The Charlotte Observer 
that he intends to retire after the 
2018 season. 

Kalil, 33, will join veteran team¬ 
mate Thomas Davis in leaving the 
game after next season. Thomas 
reaffirmed his intention to retire to 
NFL.com earlier this month. 

□ □ □ 

The Tennessee Titans have 
hired Matt LaFleur as offensive 
coordinator, the same position 
LaFleur held with the Los Angeles 
Rams this season. 

With the Titans, LaFleur will 
have the opportunity to call plays, 
something he wasn’t able to do 
under Rams head coach Sean 
McVay in his first season as an 
NFL offensive coordinator. 
LaFleur, 38, interviewed for the 
Titans’ head-coaching vacancy 
earlier this offseason before the 
team tabbed Mike Vrabel for the 
job. 

□ □ □ 

Despite renewed pressure from 
the Change the Mascot group 
toward the Washington Redskins, 
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell 
doesn’t anticipate the team’s name 
changing. 

Goodell noted on ESPN radio 
that Washington owner Dan 
Snyder has been steadfast in his 
desire to keep the nickname, add¬ 
ing, “I don’t see him changing that 
perspective.” 


Malkin’s hat-trick powers Penguins past Sharks 


BOSTON, Jan 31, (AP): 
Adam Henrique scored 
twice and the Anaheim 
Ducks ended Boston’s 
18-game point streak with 
a 3-1 victory over the 
Bruins on Tuesday night. 

Jakob Silfverberg also scored 
for the Ducks, the first team to beat 
the Bruins in regulation since 
Washington’s 5-3 win Dec 14 at 
Boston. Cam Fowler and Rickard 
Rakell had two assists apiece. 

John Gibson made 25 saves before 
leaving in the third period with an 
undisclosed injury. Ryan Miller played 
the final 7:25 and nearly completed a 
shutout for the Ducks before Ryan 
Spooner scored for Boston with 41 
seconds left. 

Henrique scored into an empty net 
with 6.1 seconds remaining to seal it 
for the Ducks, who halted Boston’s 
five-game winning streak and a stretch 
of 18 games with at least one point 
(14-0-4), which tied for the second- 
longest in franchise history. 

The Ducks have won eight straight 


ICE HOCKEY 


against the Bruins, who haven’t beaten 
Anaheim since a 3-2 shootout win on 
Oct 21, 2013. 

Penguins 5, Sharks 2 

In Pittsburgh, Evgeni Malkin got his 
12th career hat-trick and Bryan Rust 
scored two goals as surging Pittsburgh 
rallied past San Jose. 

Malkin’s 24th goal of the season 
late in the second period tied it. His 
25th early in the third gave Pittsburgh 
the lead for good and his 26th rolled 
into an empty net with just more than 
a minute remaining as the Penguins 
won for the eighth time in 10 games. 

Jets 3, Lightning 1 

In Winnipeg, Manitoba, Michael 
Hutchinson made 23 saves in his first 
NHL start of the season to help 
Winnipeg beat league-leading Tampa 
Bay. 

Patrik Laine scored his team-lead¬ 
ing 23rd goal for the Jets (30-13-8). 
Kyle Connor and Bryan Little also 
scored, and Blake Wheeler had two 
assists. 

Golden Knights 4, Flames 2 

In Calgary, Alberta, Jonathan 
Marchessault got the go-ahead goal 
and added an assist as Vegas scored 
three times in the final two minutes to 
stun Calgary. 

Just 10 seconds after Erik Haula tied 
it 2-all at 18:14 of the third period, 
Marchessault got around Mark 
Giordano and beat Flames goalie Mike 
Smith over his glove. 

Wild 3, Blue Jackets 2, SO 

In Columbus, Ohio, Zach Parise and 
Chris Stewart scored in the shootout as 
Minnesota topped Columbus. 

Devan Dubnyk had 28 saves for the 
Wild (27-18-5), who earned their 10th 
road win of the season. Jason Zucker 
scored his 20th goal, and Charlie 
Coyle added his fifth in the third peri¬ 
od. 

The Blue Jackets (27-19-4) lost for 
the fourth time in six games. Sergei 
Bobrovsky made 41 stops, Artemi 
Panarin had a goal and an assist and 


Jagr signs contract with his Czech club 


PRAGUE, Jan 31, (AP): NHL great 
Jaromir Jagr signed a deal Wednesday 
with a team he owns in the Czech 
Republic. 

The move comes a couple days after 
the Calgary Flames placed the forward 
on unconditional waivers to terminate 
his contract. 

The club confirmed the contract 


between Jagr and the Kladno Knights in 
the second-tier Czech league has been 
signed but no details have been immedi¬ 
ately available. Jagr planned a news 
conference in Kladno for Thursday. 

Kladno, just west of the capital 
Prague, is Jagr’s hometown. 

The 45-year-old Jagr had only a 
goal and six assists in 22 games for 


Calgary after signing a one-year, $1 
million contract on Oct 4 as an unre¬ 
stricted free agent. He hasn’t played 
since Dec 31 because of what the team 
called a lower-body injury. 

Jagr might play for the Knights as 
soon as Saturday but Kladno spokes¬ 
man Vit Heral has not yet confirmed 
that. 


lJfiCfl 



Anaheim Ducks’ Adam Henrique (14) is sent to the ice by Boston Bruins’ David Pastrnak during the third period 

of Anaheim’s 3-1 win in an NHL hockey game in Boston on Jan 30. (AP) 


NHL Results/Standings 


WASHINGTON, Jan 31, (RTRS): Results and standings from the NHL games on Tuesday: 


Anaheim 

New Jersey 

Florida 

Pittsburgh 

Carolina 

Minnesota 


3 Boston 

3 Buffalo 

4 NY Islanders 

5 San Jose 

2 Ottawa 

3 Columbus (SO) 

Eastern Conference 

Atlantic Division 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Washington 
Pittsburgh 
New Jersey 
Columbus 
Philadelphia 
NY Rangers 
NY Islanders 
Carolina 


W 

34 

29 

28 

20 

19 

20 
15 
14 


L 

13 

11 

18 

22 

21 

24 

24 

27 


OTL 

3 

8 

5 

6 
8 
6 
9 
9 


GF 

176 

157 

162 

136 

126 

130 

125 

115 


Metropolitan Division 


W 

29 

28 

25 

27 

24 

25 
25 
23 


L 

15 
21 

16 

19 
17 

20 
21 
19 


OTL 

5 

3 
8 

4 
8 

5 
5 
8 


GF 

150 

156 

147 

133 

141 

153 

173 

139 


GA 

128 

119 

146 

159 

146 

159 

168 

166 


GA 

138 

155 

147 

140 

141 
151 
184 
155 


1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 


PTS 

71 

66 

61 

46 

46 

46 

39 

37 


PTS 

63 

59 

58 

58 

56 

55 

55 

54 


St. Louis 
Chicago 
Winnipeg 
Los Angeles 
Las Vegas 
Vancouver 


3 Montreal 

2 Nashville 

3 Tampa Bay 

3 Dallas 

4 Calgary 

4 Colorado (OT) 

Western Conference 


1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

3 


Central Division 


Winnipeg 

Nashville 

St Louis 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 


Las Vegas 
San Jose 
Los Angeles 
Anaheim 
Calgary 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 
Arizona 


W 

30 
29 

31 
28 
27 
27 
24 


W 

33 

26 

27 

25 

25 

22 

20 

12 


L 

13 

12 

18 

19 

18 

18 

19 


OTL 

8 

7 

3 

4 

5 
4 
7 


Pacific Division 
OTL 


L 

12 

16 

18 

17 

17 

24 

24 

29 


4 

7 

5 
9 

8 
3 

6 
9 


GF 

167 

146 
151 
155 

147 
160 

148 


GF 

168 

145 

142 

144 

139 

135 

131 

118 


GA 

137 

125 

131 

137 

142 

143 
137 


GA 

130 

138 
121 
142 

139 
157 
162 
172 


PTS 

68 

65 

65 

60 

59 

58 

55 


PTS 

70 

59 

59 

59 

58 

47 

46 

33 


Note: Overtime losses (OTL) are worth one point in the standings and are not included in the loss column (L) 


David Savard scored his third of the 
season. 

Panthers 4, Islanders 1 

In New York, Harri Sateri stopped 
32 shots for his first career victory and 
Florida beat New York. 

Mike Matheson, Evgenii Dadonov, 
Keith Yandle and Jonathan Huberdeau 
scored for the Panthers, who snapped a 
three-game skid and improved to 3-6-1 
since closing December with five 
straight wins. 

Sateri was making his fourth start 
with Roberto Luongo and James 
Reimer sidelined by lower-body inju¬ 
ries. 

Hurricanes 2, Senators 1 

In Raleigh, NC, Sebastian Aho and 
Victor Rask scored in the third period 
as Carolina edged slumping Ottawa. 

Cam Ward made 29 saves for 
Carolina in the opener of an eight- 
game homestand, its longest of the 
season. 

The Hurricanes returned from the 
All-Star break with their second con¬ 
secutive win after dropping six of 
eight. 

Devils 3, Sabres 1 

In Buffalo, N.Y, Taylor Hall scored 
in his first game after missing three 
with an injury to his right hand, and 
New Jersey snapped a four-game skid 
with a win over Buffalo. 

Kyle Palmieri scored an empty-net- 
ter and added an assist, and Miles 


Wood also scored for the Devils. 
Backup goalie Keith Kinkaid stopped 
27 shots in his first game since missing 
three with a groin injury. 

Blues 3, Canadiens 1 

In St Louis, Carter Hutton made 33 
saves and Ivan Barbashev broke a 
scoreless tie in the second period to 
help St. Louis defeat Montreal. 

The Blues, who beat Montreal for 
the fifth successive time, have won 
five of six overall. The struggling 
Canadiens have lost 11 of 15. 

Patrik Berglund pushed the lead to 
2-0 with a power-play goal early in the 



Chris Stewart #10 of the Minnesota 
Wild and Zach Werenski #8 of the 
Columbus Blue Jackets battle for 
control of the puck during the third 
period on Jan 30, at Nationwide 
Arena in Columbus, Ohio. (AFP) 


third. Alexander Steen added an emp- 
ty-netter with 2:17 left. 

Blackhawks 2, Predators 1 

In Nashville, Tenn, Anton Forsberg 
made 42 saves, and Vinnie Hinostroza 
had a goal and an assist in Chicago’s 
victory over Nashville. 

Last-place Chicago, which needs a 
big finish to get into the playoffs, 
returned from the All-Star break with 
its second straight win. David Kampf 
also scored for the Blackhawks. 

Kyle Turris had Nashville’s goal 
and Juuse Saros made 29 saves. The 
Predators lost in regulation for the first 
time since Jan 2. 

Kings 3, Stars 0 

In Dallas, Darcy Kuemper made 28 
saves in his ninth career shutout, lead¬ 
ing Los Angeles over Dallas. 

Paul LaDue, Drew Doughty and 
Alec Martinez scored as Los Angeles 
earned its second consecutive win. 
The Kings are among a group of play¬ 
off contenders with 59 points, one 
behind Dallas. 

Canucks 4, Avalanche 3, OT 

In Vancouver, British Columbia, 
Sven Baertschi scored 1:07 into over¬ 
time and Vancouver defeated 
Colorado. 

Bo Horvat, Michael Del Zotto and 
Daniel Sedin also scored for the 
Canucks. Jacob Markstrom stopped 27 
shots, and Christopher Tanev had 
three assists. 
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thursday— (all times are kuwait local) 

07:00 wta st petersburg/tennis.bein sports 9 hd 

08:00 portugal vs romania/futsal.bein sports 8 hd 

10:30 morocco vs libya/soccer.bein sports 1 hd 

11:30 Vietnam vs malaysia/futsal.bein sports 7 hd 

13:00 jaguars vs patriots/football.bein sports 7 hd 

13:35 perth vs hobart/cricket.bein sports 13 hd 

18:30 Sudan vs nigeria/soccer.bein sports 1 h 

23:30 barca vs valencia/soccer.bein sports 3 hd 



Harden makes history, 

Rockets see off Magic 



Houston Rockets guard James Harden drives to the basket as Orlando Magic guard Elfrid Payton (left), defends 

during the first half of an NBA basketball game on Jan 30, 2018 in Houston. (AP) 


Love breaks hand in Cavs defeat 


HOUSTON, Jan 31, (AP): 
James Harden became the first 
player in NBA history to score 
60 points as part of a triple¬ 
double and the short-handed 
Houston Rockets beat the Or¬ 
lando Magic 114-107 on Tues¬ 
day night. 

Harden scored 18 points in the 
fourth quarter to eclipse the 57 
points Calvin Murphy scored in 
1978 to break Houston’s single¬ 
game scoring record. After Harden 
broke the record, cameras in the are¬ 
na showed a shot of Murphy, who 
works on the television broadcast 
team, smiling and clapping for the 
Beard, who also had 10 rebounds 
and 11 assists. 

The game was tied at 107 after a 
basket by Marreese Speights with 
just under four minutes to play. Nei¬ 
ther team scored for more than two 
minutes after that before Harden took 
over, scoring the next six points to 
make it 113-107 with 45 seconds left. 

He set the scoring mark when he 
stepped back and made a 3-pointer be¬ 
fore crashing to the court after being 
fouled by Mario Hezonja. He then made 
the free throw to give him 60 points and 
bringing the crowd to its feet. 

Hezonja and Speights scored 17 
points each for the Magic, who dropped 
their third straight. 

Pistons 125, Cavaliers 114 

In Detroit, Andre Drummond had 21 
points and 22 rebounds, and the short- 
handed Detroit Pistons beat Cleveland 


after the Cavaliers lost Kevin Love to a 
potentially season-altering hand injury. 

Love exited in the first quarter with 
a broken left hand, and the Pistons took 
advantage of his absence, snapping an 
eight-game losing streak despite a roster 
that was depleted by their blockbuster 
trade for Blake Griffin. 

Detroit gave up three players to get 
Griffin, and neither he nor the other 
two players the Pistons received in re¬ 
turn were available against Cleveland. 
Drummond — whose own status was in 
question because of an illness — had a 
huge game, and Stanley Johnson added 
a career-high 26 points. 

LeBron James scored 21 points for 
the Cavs, but Cleveland was listless 
early and outplayed late — and the re¬ 
sult felt secondary to Love’s health. 
The team said he had a non-displaced 
fracture in his fifth metacarpal and his 


BASKETBALL 

status would be updated after additional 
examination Wednesday in Cleveland. 

Wizards 102, Thunder 96 

In Washington, Beginning what could 
be a significant stretch without All-Star 
point guard John Wall, the Washington 
Wizards got 25 points from Otto Porter 
Jr., limited Russell Westbrook to 13 and 
stopped Oklahoma City’s eight-game 
win streak. 

Bradley Beal had 21 points and 
nine assists for Washington, which an¬ 
nounced about 7-1/2 hours before tipoff 
that Wall will have arthroscopic surgery 
on his left knee Wednesday. 

Paul George had 28 points for Okla¬ 
homa City, but zero in the fourth quar¬ 


ter. Carmelo Anthony scored 19, but he 
missed three shots in the final 30 sec¬ 
onds. Westbrook wound up with 10 as¬ 
sists, six rebounds and seven turnovers 
and made only 5 of 18 shots. 

Wall, picked for his fifth All-Star 
game last week, is second on the Wiz¬ 
ards in scoring, averaging 19.4 points, 
and is second in the league with 9.3 as¬ 
sists per game. In July, he agreed to a 
$170 million, four-year contract exten¬ 
sion that starts next season. 

Jazz 129, Warriors 99 

In Salt Lake, Ricky Rubio scored 23 
points and handed out 11 assists as the 
Jazz stunned the Warriors. 

The loss ended a three-game winning 
streak for the Warriors, who had won 
seven of eight before facing the Jazz. It 
was their largest loss of the season. 

Warriors coach Steve Kerr seemed 
to waive the white flag with more than 
six minutes left in the game, pulling his 
starters. 

Klay Thompson led Golden State 
with 27 points and six rebounds while 
Kevin Durant finished with 17. 

Knicks 111, Nets 95 

In New York, Kristaps Porzingis 
scored 28 points, Enes Kanter had 20 
points, 20 rebounds and five assists, and 
the Knicks completed a New York City 
sweep of the Nets with a victory. 

The Knicks returned home from their 
longest road trip of the season in new 
uniforms but their same old dominance 
of the Nets, with their fourth victory in 
four tries this season. They dominated 
the interior again and swept the series 
for the first time since 2010-11 — be¬ 
fore the rivals shared the same city. 

DeMarre Carroll scored 13 points for 
the Nets, who lost their fourth straight 
game. 

Raptors 109, Timberwolves 104 

In Toronto, DeMar DeRozan scored 
23 points, Jonas Valanciunas had 18 
points and 11 rebounds and the Raptors 
rallied from a 13-point deficit to beat the 
Timberwolves. 

Kyle Lowry and Serge Ibaka each 
scored 15 points and Jakob Poeltl had 
six of his 12 points in the fourth quarter 
as the Raptors won their 14th straight 
home meeting with the Timberwolves. 

Minnesota has not won in Toronto 
since Jan. 21, 2004, when current Tim¬ 
berwolves star Andrew Wiggins was 
eight years old. 

Toronto is 19-4 at home this season, 
the second-best record in the NBA be¬ 
hind San Antonio (21-4). 

Jimmy Butler scored 25 points, Wig¬ 
gins had 15 and Jeff Teague and Gor- 
giu Dieng each finished with 14 but the 
Timberwolves lost for the fourth time in 
five games. 



Los Angeles Clippers forward Montrezl Harrell (left), attempts to dunk as 
Portland Trail Blazers forward Ed Davis defends during the second half of 
an NBA basketball game on Jan 30, 2018 in Los Angeles. The Trail Blaz¬ 
ers won 104-96. (AP) 


Chelsea complete Giroud signing 


Aubameyang joins Arsenal for record fee 


LONDON, Jan 31, (AFP): Pierre- 
Emerick Aubameyang joined Ar¬ 
senal from Borussia Dortmund for 
a club-record fee of around £56 
million on Wednesday, with Ol¬ 
ivier Giroud moving to Chelsea 
as part of a complicated transfer 
jigsaw. 

But as the clock ticked down 
to the closure of the transfer win¬ 
dow in England at 2300 GMT, 
Manchester City were reported to 
have pulled out of a move to sign 
Leicester’s Riyad Mahrez. 

Aubameyang, 28, signed a con¬ 
tract with the Gunners until 2021, 
becoming Arsenal’s second big- 
name signing of the January trans¬ 
fer window after Henrikh Mkhi- 
taryan joined from Manchester 
United. 

The signing, which translates as 
$79 million, or 64 million euros, 
will boost Arsene Wenger’s for¬ 
ward options after the departure 
of Alexis Sanchez to United in a 
swap deal with Mkhitaryan but 
raises questions about Alexandre 
Lacazette’s future in the starting 
line-up. 

“Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
has joined us from Borussia Dort¬ 
mund on a long-term contract for 
a club-record fee,” Arsenal said in 
a statement on their website, de¬ 
scribing him as one of the world’s 
most highly rated strikers. 

Aubameyang compared himself 
to club legend Thierry Henry, tell¬ 
ing Arsenal Player he was attracted 
by the club’s “big history”. 

The Gabon international will be 
reunited at the Emirates Stadium 
with former Dortmund team-mate 
Mkhitaryan — a tweet on Arsenal’s 
Twitter account pictured the two 


players together with the message 
“Friends reunited”. 

Aubameyang posted a message 
on Instagram apologising for the 
circumstances surrounding his de¬ 
parture from Germany but describ¬ 
ing himself as “crazy”. 

“Perhaps it was not the best way 
for me to have decided, but eve¬ 
ryone knows that Auba is crazy,” 
Aubameyang said. 

“And yes, I am crazy lad, haha- 
haha. I have made mistakes, but 
I never had any bad intentions. I 
will never forget 
it these four and 
a half years at 
Borussia Dort¬ 
mund.” 

Chelsea later 
announced the 
arrival of Ar¬ 
senal striker 
Giroud on an 
18-month con¬ 
tract for around 
£18 million and Michy Batsh- 
uayi’s departure for Borussia Dort¬ 
mund in a loan deal until the end of 
the season. 

Giroud, 31, who has struggled to 
hold down a regular starting spot 
since joining Arsenal in 2012, said 
he was delighted to be joining their 
London rivals. 

Batshuayi, 24, arrives in Dort¬ 
mund as a direct replacement for 
Aubameyang, to complete the 
three-way puzzle. 

Pep Guardiola’s City were 
reported to have pulled out of 
a bid for Mahrez, who won the 
Premier League with Leicester 
in 2015-16, after making a final 
cash-plus-player offer worth up 
to £65 million, according to Sky 


Sports. 

City have lost influential Germa¬ 
ny winger Leroy Sane for at least 
six weeks with an ankle injury and 
with the club competing on four 
fronts Guardiola suggested he may 
need reinforcements. 

“Right now, it’s the same as 
(Alexis) Sanchez, it’s not the place 
to talk about it. 

It’s so difficult,” Guardiola said 
on Tuesday when asked about 
Mahrez. 

“If things are not possible, then 
nothing is going to happen. We 
don’t have too much and we play 
every three days. We have to find 
solutions.” 

City paid a club-record record 


SOCCER 


fee of £57 million for young French 
centre-back Aymeric Laporte from 
Athletic Bilbao, whose deal was 
confirmed on Tuesday. 

Tottenham are expected to con¬ 
firm the signing of Lucas Moura 
from Paris Saint-Germain for a re¬ 
ported £25 million. 

The Brazilian winger, who has 
struggled for playing time after 
the arrival at PSG of Neymar and 
Kylian Mbappe, arrived at Spurs’ 
training base on Tuesday morning 
ahead of a medical. 

Swansea, whose win against Ar¬ 
senal on Tuesday saw them move 
out of the Premier League’s bot¬ 
tom three, reportedly want to bring 
Ghanaian forward Andre Ayew 
back to Wales from West Ham. 

The Swans are hoping to sign 
the 28-year-old for around £18-20 
million, according to the Evening 
Standard. 



Aubameyang 


NBA Results/Standings 










WASHINGTON, Jan 31, (RTRS): Results and standings from the NBA games on Tuesday: 



Washington 

102 

Oklahoma City 

96 

Sacramento 

114 

New Orleans 

103 

New York 

111 

Brooklyn 

95 

San Antonio 

106 

Denver 


104 

Toronto 

109 

Minnesota 

104 

Utah 

129 

Golden State 

99 

Detroit 

125 

Cleveland 

114 

Portland 

104 

LA Clippers 

96 

Houston 

114 

Orlando 

107 







Western Conference 



Western Conference 



Central Division 



Southeast Division 



W 

L PCT 

GB 


W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

Boston 

36 

15 .706 

- 

Minnesota 

32 

21 

.604 

- 

Toronto 

33 

15 .688 

1-1/2 

Oklahoma City 

30 

20 

.600 

0-1/2 

Philadelphia 

24 

23 .511 

10 

Portland 

27 

22 

.551 

3 

New York 

22 

28 .440 

13-1/2 

Denver 

26 

24 

.520 

4-1/2 

Brooklyn 

18 

32 .360 

17-1/2 

Utah 

21 

28 

.429 

9 


Central Division 



Pacific Division 




W 

L PCT 

GB 


W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

Cleveland 

29 

19 .604 

- 

Golden State 

40 

10 

.800 

- 

Milwaukee 

27 

22 .551 

2-1/2 

LA Clippers 

25 

24 

.510 

14-1/2 

Indiana 

28 

23 .549 

2-1/2 

LA Lakers 

19 

30 

.388 

20-1/2 

Detroit 

22 

26 .458 

7 

Phoenix 

17 

34 

.333 

23-1/2 

Chicago 

18 

32 .360 

12 

Sacramento 

15 

34 

.306 

24-1/2 


Southeast Division 



Southeast Division 



W 

L PCT 

GB 


W 

L 

PCT 

GB 

Miami 

29 

21 .580 

- 

Houston 

35 

13 

.729 

- 

Washington 

27 

22 .551 

1-1/2 

San Antonio 

33 

19 

.635 

4 

Charlotte 

20 

29 .408 

8-1/2 

New Orleans 

27 

22 

.551 

8-1/2 

Atlanta 

15 

35 .300 

14 

Memphis 

18 

31 

.367 

17-1/2 

Orlando 

14 

34 .292 

14 

Dallas 

16 

35 

.314 

20-1/2 


We still need to 
improve: ‘Oscar 9 

SHANGHAI, Jan 31, 
(AFP): Oscar demanded 
Shanghai SIPG improve 
“in many aspects” after the 
Brazilian star’s big-spend¬ 
ing side failed to convince 
in becoming the fourth 
Chinese team to reach the 
Asian Champions League 
group stage. 

SIPG limped to a 1-0 
home victory over Thai 
minnows Chiangrai Unit¬ 
ed in coach Vitor Perei¬ 
ra’s first game in charge 
since taking over from the 
Portuguese Andre Villas- 
Boas. 

Compatriot Pereira, 
whose appointment late last 
year was met with a luke¬ 
warm response from SIPG 
fans, has vowed to achieve 
what Villas-Boas could not 
and win some silverware in 
his debut season in China. 

But they will have to play 
better than they did on a 
chilly and heavily polluted 
Tuesday night in Shanghai 
and they had international 
winger Yu Hai to thank for 
his scrappy 48th-minute 
winner. 

Attacking midfielder Os¬ 
car, who moved to the Chi¬ 
nese Super League (CSL) a 
year ago from Chelsea for 
an Asian-record 60 million 
euros, wore gloves to pro¬ 
tect himself in the freezing 
conditions. 
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